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groceetlings  of  the  (Corporators. 


AT  TOEIR 


JVumml  |XXccting,  fXXaij  oth,  X890. 


The  Third  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Corporators 
of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 
Blind,  convened  in  the  parlors  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Charter  of  Incor- 
poration, after  due  publication  of  notice  of  said  meeting, 
on  Monday,  May  5th,  1890,  at  4 p.  m. 

In  accordance  with  the  By-Laws,  President  A.  M. 

^Marshall  called  the  meeting  to  order,  and  Rev.  E.  R. 

A I )onehoo  was  elected  Secretary. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting-  were  read 
and  approved. 

The  following  members  answered  to  their  names  : 
A.  M.  Marshall,  W.  A.  Herron,  Rev.  J.  T.  McCrory, 
Rev.  John  G.  Brown,  D.  D.,  M.  H.  Danziger,  Chas.  F. 
Dean,  George  W.  Dilworth,  A.  M.  Brown,  H.  K.  Por- 
ter and  E.  R.  Donehoo. 

Major  A.  M.  Brown  presented  proxies  for  the  fol- 
lowing, viz.:  Thos.  Ewing,  Jno.  W.  Chalfant,  O.  P. 

Scaife,  Chas.  Lockhart,  S.  S.  Brown,  W.  H.  Winslow, 
L.  H.  Harris,  J.  A.  Lippincott,  Jno.  H.  Ricketson, 
Henry  Holdship  and  Charles  J.  Clarke. 

74946 


4 


President  Marshall  submitted  his  annual  report, 
which  was  approved  and  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 
The  report  will  be  found  elsewhere. 

The  Secretary  made  a verbal  report  of  the  results 
of  the  efforts  to  secure  a site  for  the  Institution  from 
Mrs.  Schenley,  of  England,  which  was  approved. 

The  Treasurer,  Mr.  C.  F.  Dean,  submitted  his  re- 
port, which  was  read  and  adopted.  The  report  will  be 
found  elsewhere. 

Messrs.  Dean  and  Dilworth  were  on  motion  ap- 
pointed judges,  to  conduct  the  election  for  a Board  of 
Directors.  An  election  having  been  entered  into  re- 
sulted as  follows,  viz.:  A.  M.  Marshall,  W.  A.  Herron, 
G.  W.  Dilworth,  Benj.  Thaw,  J.  M.  Schoonmaker,  Har- 
old Pierce,  Rev.  J.  G.  Brown,  D.  D.,  Percy  F.  Smith 
and  H.  K.  Porter. 

The  Chairman  gave  notice  that  the  new  Board  of 
Directors  would  meet  for  organization  on  Monday,  May 
12th,  1890. 

E.  R.  Donehoo, 

Secretary. 


Ifrora  the  3$tiuiitcs  of  the  Board. 


Immediately  upon  the  organization  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  on  May  9th,  1889,  Secretary  Donehoo  was 
instructed  to  visit  the  Royal  Normal  School,  in  Eng- 
land, and  on  his  return  made  a report,  which  was 
printed  in  the  last  annual  report. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board,  August  31st,  1889, 
the  Secretary  reported  that  Dr.  F.  J.  Campbell,  of  the 
Royal  Normal  College,  of  London,  would  arrive  in  the 
city  on  the  Tuesday  following,  to  consult  with  the  Board 
in  regard  to  the  methods  to  be  adopted  in  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind,  and  the  Secretary 
was  instructed  to  make  suitable  arrangements  for  the 
entertainment  of  the  visitor  during  his  stay  in  the  city. 

On  motion,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  issue  a 
circular  letter,  inviting  the  friends  of  the  Institution  to 
meet  Dr.  Campbell  at  a reception  to  be  given  him  in 
the  chapel  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  on  Thursday,  Sept.  5th, 
at  3 p.  M.,  and  make  whatever  arrangements  mioEt  be 
necessary  for  the  success  of  the  meeting;  to  draw  upon 
the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  for  whatever 
money  might  be  required  to  meet  the  expense  incident 
to  Dr.  Campbell’s  visit. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board,  Sept.  6th,  Dr.  F.  J. 
Campbell  was  present,  and  his  offer  to  act  as  Honorary 
Principal  of  the  Institution,  without  compensation,  for 
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such  time  as  shall  be  mutually  agreeable,  was  on  mo- 
tion, accepted. 

Dr.  Campbell  was  also  invited  to  again  visit  the 
city  at  some  suitable  period  during  the  winter,  when  it 
would  be  most  convenient  for  him  to  do  so. 

Dr.  Campbell  was  also  authorized  to  call  upon  Mrs- 
Mary  E.  Schenley,  of  London,  in  the  name  of  this  In- 
stitution, etc.,  to  confer  with  her  in  regard  to  the  dona- 
tion of  a portion  of  her  property  in  this  city  as  a site  for 
the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind,  and 
in  case  she  should  be  disposed  to  grant  the  same,  that 
Dr.  Campbell  be  empowered  to  assure  her  that  her  name 
should  be  prominently  associated  with  this  institution. 

March  20th,  1890,  at  a meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  the  Secretary  reported  that  he  had  been  in 
correspondence  with  Mrs.  Schenley  regarding  her  gift 
of  a site  for  the  Institution,  and  while  she  had  expressed 
her  intention  to  deed  a tract  of  ten  acres  for  this  pur- 
pose, the  exact  locality  had  not  yet  been  definitely  deter- 
mined, but  she  would  soon  agree  with  her  agent  as  to  the 
location  of  the  site.  He  further  reported  that  Mrs. 
Schenley  had  advised  him  that  the  conditions  of  $200,- 
000  which  she  had  originally  attached  to  her  gift  had 
been  withdrawn,  and  the  land  granted  with  no  other 
condition  than  that  it  should  always  be  used  as  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board,  April  10th,  1890,  the 
President  submitted  the  proposition  of  Mrs.  Schenley 
to  donate  to  the  Board,  for  the  Institution,  the  site  on 
Forbes  street,  between  St.  Pierre  street  and  Bellefield 
avenue,  and  containing  ten  acres  and  seventy-eight 
perches. 

A report  was  also  received  from  R.  B.  Carnahan, 
Esq.,  solicitor  for  Mrs.  Schenley,  that  the  only  condi- 
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tions  attached  to  this  gift,  was  that  the  property  should 
be  used  solely  for  the  use  of  a school  for  the  blind,  and 
further  that  the  deed  would  at  once  be  prepared  and 
transmitted  to  Mrs.  Schenley  for  her  signature. 

On  motion,  the  gift  was  accepted  with  thanks,  and 
the  Secretary  instructed  to  prepare  a resolution,  expres- 
sive of  the  thanks  of  the  Board,  and  transmit  the  same 
to  Mrs.  Schenley  at  once,  and  that  in  addition  he  should 
prepare  a memorial,  to  be  afterward  engrossed  and  pre- 
sented to  Mrs.  Schenley,  as  soon  as  the  deed  for  the 
property  arrived. 

At  this  meeting  Messrs.  Dilworth,  Smith,  Donehoo 
and  President  Marshall  were  appointed  a committee  to 
visit  the  schools  at  Indianapolis,  Columbus  and  else- 
where, and  collect  information  useful  in  the  formation 
of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

Percy  F.  Smith, 

Secretary. 
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president's  Report. 


Third  Annual  Report  of  the  President  of  the  .Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institu- 
tion for  the  Blind. 


In  submitting  this  report,  I have  little  additional 
to  report,  further  than  is  contained  in  former  reports 
presented  by  me,  and  that  of  your  Secretary,  Rev.  Don- 
ehoo.  I may  say,  after  many  efforts  and  some  opposi- 
tion, we  have,  at  last,  we  believe,  arrived  at  a point 
where  we  may  reasonably  expect,  within  a very  few 
days  to  have  our  deed  for  the  property,  generously  do- 
nated by  Mrs.  Schenley.  I may  say  the  property  is  very 
valuable,  and  I think  very  well  suited  for  the  purpose 
intended. 

We  have  been  making  some  examinations  of  other 
institutions,  namely,  that  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  and  that 
of  Columbus,  Ohio.  Both  seem  to  us  well  managed, 
but  there  is  one  feature  we  deem  important,  in  both. 
They  are  in  control  of  political  parties,  and  subject  to 
change  for  party  reasons.  We  think  this  is  very  unfor- 
tunate. Both  institutions  are  doing  great  good  and 
have  competent  management.  They  are  situated  in  the 
heart  of  the  cities,  and  as  far  as  we  can  judge,  the 
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people  do  not  want  them  banished  to  some  dark  corner, 
or  out-of-the-way  place.  They  are  situated  within  reach 
of  the  churches,  the  scholars  being  allowed  to  attend 
those  they  or  their  friends  prefer.  The  grounds  are 
tastefully  laid  out,  and  are  enjoyed  by  the  children. 
We  think  the  grounds  can  be  made  an  ornament  to  any 
neighborhood,  or  any  part  of  the  city. 

As  to  the  financial  standing  of  the  Institution,  you 
will  observe  by  the  report  of  Mr.  Dean,  that  no  material 
changes  have  been  made.  There  has  been  a standstill, 
until  our  location  should  be  determined  on. 

Mr.  Donehoo  will  report  and  give  details  of  other 
matters  in  full. 

We  hope  and  believe  that  we  may  look  forward  to 
active  work,  both  in  improving  the  grounds  and  in  rais- 
ing more  money,  and  finally,  to  see  our  enterprise 
crowned  with  success. 

Respectfully  yours, 

A.  M.  Marshall, 

President. 


/ 
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treasurer's  Report. 


Third  Annual  Report  of  C.  F.  Dean , Treasurer  of  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind. 


May 

6 th,  1889. 

Amount  on  hand, 

$15,299  67 

May 

1st,  1890. 

Interest  to  date, 

560  00 

« 

$15,859  67 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

May  10th,  1889. 

E.  R.  Donehoo, 

$300  00 

May  13th,  1889. 

E.  R.  Donehoo, 

50  00 

Aug  14th,  1889. 

Hotel  Boyer, 

7 00 

Sept.  6th,  1889. 

E.  R.  Donehoo,  Sec., 

15  00 

Sept.  6th,  1889. 

F.  J.  Campbell, 

150  00 

Sept.  6th,  1889. 

Hotel  Anderson, 

23  75 

Dec.  16th,  1889. 

Pittsburgh  Commercial  Gazette , 

1 00 

Dec.  16th,  1889. 

Ewens  & Eberle,  . 

45  50 

Dee.  16th,  1889. 

Stevenson  & Foster, 

2 50 

Dec.  16th,  1889. 

Postage, 

2 00 

Apr.  29th,  1890. 

E.  R.  Donehoo,  Sec., 

100  00 

696  75 

May  oth,  1890. 

Balance  on  hand, 

$15,162  92 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS  PAID  SINCE  MAY  14TH,  1888. 


Schaul  & Bonk, 

. $ 5 

G.  S.  Schwaub  & Bro., 

25 

Matilda  W.  Denny, 

2o0 

C.  R.  Dilworth,  . 

100 

G.  K.  Stevenson, 

100 

J.  Porterfield,  . 

100 

Dr.  J.  A.  Lippincott, 

250 

R.  K.  Wilson,  . . . . 

100 

Wolff,  Lane  & Co., 

100 

Chas.  Lockhart,  . . . . 

500 

T.  H.  Given,  .... 

25 

H.  K.  Porter,  . 

500 

H.  Holdship,  ..  .. 

500 

L.  Irwin,  . 

15 

Alexander  Bradley, 

250 

S.  S.  Marvin,  . 

100 

M.  J.  Marshall,  Trustee, 

10, 000 

R.  Miller,  Jr., 

100 

Charles  Paine, 

50 

W.  D.  Wood,  . . . . 

250 

M.  H.  Danzig-er, 

250 

A.  Kirkpatrick  & Co., 

25 

A.  M.  Brown, 

250 

H.  Phipps,  Jr.,  . 

500 

C.  E.  Rumsey, 

50 

A.  M.  Marshall, 

500 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 


$14,995  00 
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Visiting  QTommittccs'  Report. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania 

Institution  for  the  Blind: — 

Gentlemen: 

The  Committee  appointed  to  visit  the  blind  schools 
in  the  West  returned  from  Columbus  and  Indianapolis, 
Saturday,  May  3d,  after  an  absence  of  three  days.  At 
Indianapolis  they  were  received  by  Mr.  H.  B.  Jacobs, 
principal,  and  his  wife,  and  shown  through  the  entire 
building,  the  tour  occupying  six  hours.  Mr.  Jacobs 
recommended  that  the  word  “Asylum"  be  not  used, 
and  instead  the  institution  be  always  designated  after 
its  title,  The  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 
Blind.  This  was  indorsed  by  the  Columbus  authorities. 

The  property  comprises  eight  acres,  and  is  in  the 
centre  of  the  city,  surrounded  by  the  most  beautiful  and 
costly  residences,  and  instead  of  being  a “sad  sight"  to 
the  people  of  the  neighborhood,  is  regarded  as  one  of 
the  most  charming  spots  in  the  city. 

The  main  building  was  erected  in  1847  at  a cost  of 
$75,000;  a new  addition  is  now  in  course  of  construction 
to  cost  about  $50,000. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-five  pupils  are  enrolled, 
and  they  are  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Jacobs,  prin- 
cipal, 3 music  teachers,  5 literary  teachers,  3 teachers  of 
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handicraft,  1 piano  tuner,  1 matron,  an  assistant,  a 
nurse,  a girls’  governess,  and  a steward  or  bookkeeper. 

The  principal  is  about  47  years  of  age,  and  has  been 
an  educator  for  25  years,  seven  of  which  he  has  spent 
in  this  school. 

The  institution  is  directly  under  the  care  of  the 
State,  and  is  sustained  by  legislative  appropriations. 

The  institution  is  supplied  with  two  cabinet  organs, 
a pipe  organ  and  13  pianos. 

About  15  per  cent,  of  the  inmates  were  born  blind. 
The  law  provides  for  the  care  of  pupils  from  9 to  21 
years  of  age,  but  the  superintendent  is  allowed  to  use 
his  discretion  in  the  acceptance  of  both  younger  and 
older  pupils.  Two  blind  teachers  are  employed;  the 
piano  tuner,  one  of  the  best  in  the  city,  is  blind. 

The  school  session  lasts  40  weeks,  and  during  the 
Summer  vacation  the  building  is  completely  renovated, 
white-washed,  painted,  etc.  The  pupils  are  all  sent  to 
their  homes,  and  those  who  have  no  homes  are  provided 
for  in  orphan  asylums.  The  pupils  are  all  glad  when 
vacation  comes,  so  they  can  go  home,  but  are  just  as 
glad  to  get  back. 

During  the  past  year  there  were  12  graduates  from 
the  literary,  one  from  the  musical,  and  two  from  the  in- 
dustrial departments,  making  15  in  all. 

Principal  Jacobs  furnished  statistics  showing  that 
the  sum  allowed  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  for  each 
blind  child  would  enable  the  managers  to  educate  it,  and 
comfortably  provide  for  its  wants. 

He  also  stated  that  they  have  a brass  band  made  up 
of  the  older  pupils,  and  that  the  play  grounds  are  at  the 
disposal  of  the  children.  He  regretted  they  did  not 
not  have  a gymnasium  attached,  and  suggested  that  this 
addition  should  be  made  to  every  blind  school. 
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The  committee  heard  classes  in  history,  reading  and 
declamation;  sat  and  talked  with  the  pupils,  and  are  sat- 
isfied that  it  is  one  of  the  grandest  enterprises  ever  un- 
dertaken by  the  State  or  benevolent  people. 

The  committee  also  visited  the  dormitories  or  sleep- 
ing apartments  of  the  pupils,  and  the  methods  of  hous- 
ing were  fully  explained.  Six  or  seven  of  the  little  ones 
are  congregated  in  large  airy  rooms,  one  for  each  bed. 
They  are  allowed  to  have  their  trunks  in  the  halls,  and 
have  access  to  them  as  often  as  desired.  Usually  two 
children  who  can  see  some  are  assigned  to  each  room  of 
six  or  seven  pupils,  and  these  little  heroes  or  heroines 
seem  to  fully  appreciate  the  fact  that  they  are  their 
“ brothers  and  sisters  keepers.”  “No  better  guides  or 
little  matrons  could  be  found,”  said  Principal  Jacobs, 
“and  they  are  only  too  glad  to  know  they  are  to  be 
placed  in  charge  of  the  sightless.”  A seeing  child 
seemed  to  be  very  happy  with  her  arms  around  two 
sightless  girls  as  they  promenaded  the  corridors  at  re- 
cess, during;  school  hours. 

The  industrial  rooms,  or  workshops,  were  also  vis- 
ited, and  the  boys  and  girls  were  found  industrious  and 
happy.  The  little  girls  make  beaded  work,  knitted  and 
chrochet  work;  older  girls,  cane-seat  chairs,  and  the  boys 
the  same,  and  the  latter  also  make  brooms. 

“ The  object,”  said  Mr.  Jacobs,  “is  to  keep  them 
busy.  We  manage  to  keep  them  employed  all  the  time 
through  the  day.” 

1 hey  get  up  for  breakfast  at  6:30  in  the  morning. 

Officers  breakfast  at  7:00;  pupils  in  the  meantime 
are  at  play,  then  at  study,  then  at  chapel  exercises,  then 
in  school  50  minutes,  then  at  recess,  10  minutes  for  play, 
then  in  school;  dinner  at  12,  then  at  play,  then  at  study, 
then  in  school  till  2 o’clock;  from  2 to  3 at  music;  about 
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an  hour  is  the  average  each  day  in  the  workshop,  some 
less,  some  more.  By  play  is  meant  strolling  on  the 
lawns,  walking  the  roadways,  promenading  the  corri- 
dors, or  the  beautiful  porches,  playing  ball,  or  generally 
romping.  Great  care  is  taken  in  regard  to  physical  ex- 
ercise, but  nothing  in  proportion  to  what  would  be,  had 
they  a gymnasium  attached. 

Little  people  retire  at  8:15,  larger  pupils,  9:15  p.  m. 

The  object  of  working  the  children  is  to  divert 
them  when  not  at  study,  or  otherwise  employed,  and  the 
little  ones  are  greatly  pleased,  especially  when  visitors 
purchase  their  handiwork  specimens.  The  revenue  from 
the  sale  of  goods  goes  into  the  State  Treasury. 

Mr.  J.  N.  Richards,  of  the  broom  department,  is  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  having  resided  for  a number  of 
years  in  Lawrence  county. 

He  purchases  all  material,  and  employs  the  seeing 
labor,  and  the  blind  boys  are  used  as  helpers,  and  thus 
taught  the  trade. 

o 

Mr.  Richards  is  also  their  keeper,  and  sleeps  in  the 
building  with  them,  and  exercises  general  care  over 
them.  In  this  way  the  trade  is  imparted  to  the  boys 
without  a cent  of  cost  to  the  State,  while  the  school  has 
the  services  of  Mr.  Richards  as  keeper  in  addition. 
Both  boys  and  girls  cane-seat  chairs,  but  in  the  work- 
shops, and  indeed  everywhere  else,  the  sexes  are  sep- 
arated. 

Although  the  visit  of  your  committee  was  un- 
heralded, the  institution  throughout  was  found  to  be 
in  superb  condition,  and  our  entrance  to  the  school 
rooms  was  a surprise  to  the  teachers,  yet  on  every 
hand  was  evidence  of  the  most  careful  supervision. 

At  the  close  of  the  school  in  the  afternoon,  the  pu- 
pils were  congregated  in  the  chapel,  where  a delightful 
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entertainment  was  given.  Prof.  Newlin,  formerly  of 
Pittsburgh,  who  is  nearly  blind,  is  the  musical  director, 
and  presided  at  the  large  organ.  There  was  general 
chorus  singing,  singing  by  the  younger  and  older  choirs, 
a duett  on  the  piano  by  two  of  the  boys,  and  other  in- 
teresting exercises.  Addresses  were  made  by  Messrs. 
Marshall.  Donehoo  and  Smith,  and  also  by  the  princi- 
pal, and  the  meeting  was  quite  interesting. 

A cordial  invitation  was  extended  to  the  committee 
to  remain  over  night,  but  they  declined,  and  after  about 
three  hours’  sleep  were  called  at  3:30  a.  m.  to  leave  for 
Columbus.  In  all,  about  nine  hours  were  spent  in  the 
school  and  with  Superintendent  Jacobs. 

We  cannot  stop  here  to  enumerate  the  successful 
lives  the  foundations  of  which  were  laid  in  this  blind 
school.  Several  of  the  graduates  are  leading  church 
organists,  others  are  at  the  top  in  musical  circles;  sev- 
eral have  amassed  a competence  as  broom  makers,  and 
at  the  cane-seating  trade,  while,  generally  speaking,  all 
the  graduates  have  done  well. 

But  we  do  wish  to  refer  to  one  case — that  of  the 
most  incorrigible  boy  in  the  school,  Grant  S.  Housh. 
The  principal  took  an  interest  in  the  boy  and  he  be- 
came a great  student.  It  is  said  he  would  read,  using 
his  fore  fingers  until  they  would  bleed  at  the  ends.  He 
would  go  away,  wash  them,  come  back  and  pursue  his 
reading  for  hours.  He  was  a brainy  boy,  and  had  he 
enjoyed  sight  would  have  been  a great  leader.  He  is 
now  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological  College  at 
Louisville,  preparing  for  the  ministry. 

There  has  been  no  whipping  or  other  severe  pun- 
ishment in  the  school  since  the  holidays,  and  but  two 
cases  in  the  hospital  since  last  October,  and  in  neither 
instance  was  the  detention  in  the  hospital  longer  than 
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two  days.  The  children  sleep  on  one  husk  mattress  and 
a hair  mattress.,  and  the  bed  clothing  is  ample,  clean  and 
sweet. 

With  the  completion  of  the  new  building,  which 
was  designed  by  Principal  Jacobs,  the  institution  will  be 
one  of  the  best  in  the  country.  Mr.  Jacobs  recom- 
mends that  the  children  be  gathered  in  at  a younger  age 
than  nine,  as  it  is  quite  difficult  when  they  are  older  to 
teach  them.  When  they  are  young  they  are  more 
easily  taught,  and  can  be  qualified  to  earn  their  own 
livelihood  earlier. 

Mr.  Jacobs  is  a Pennsylvanian,  having  been  born 
in  Lancaster  county,  his  wife  was  a Miss  Nourse,  sister 
of  C.  F.  Nourse,  druggist,  Center  avenue,  this  city. 

Mr.  Newlin  is  a brother-in-law  of  Dr.  Byers,  drug- 
gist, of  this  city,  and  Mr.  Richards  is  a native  of  Law- 
rence county,  so  that  Pennsylvania  is  quite  prominently 
represented  in  the  Indiana  school. 

The  committee  reached  the  Columbus  school  Fri- 
day afternoon,  and  was  met  at  the  door  by  Miss  Lizzie 
Daily,  who,  although  entirely  blind,  has  become  so 
thoroughly  conversant,  by  the  sense -of  touch,  with  the 
building,  as  to  be  able  to  conduct  visitors  to  the  super- 
intendent’s and  other  offices,  and  indeed  throughout  the 
entire  building.  She  is  one  of  the  pupils,  and  yet  is  regu- 
larly employed  on  salary  as  the  door  attendant.  About 
five  hours  were  spent  in  this  school. 

The  Columbus  buildings  cost  a half  million  dollars, 
and  the  grounds  comprise  eleven  acres.  It  is  also  a 
State  school,  and  there  are  265  scholars  enrolled.  Dr. 
C.  H.  Miller,  the  retiring  principal,  furnished  statistics 
showing  that  the  entire  expense  per  pupil  will  about 
equal  what  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature  has  appropri- 
ated for  the  care  and  keeping  of  a blind  child. 
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About  50  per  cent,  of  the  blind  children  of  Ohio 
are  in  the  school.  Dr.  Miller  confirmed  the  statement 
that  about  15  percent,  of  those  enrolled  were  born  blind. 

Under  the  Ohio  law  they  take  children  from  6 to 
21,  and  last  year  the  school  was  filled  to  overflowing. 

Dr.  Miller  introduced  his  successor,  Dr.  H.  P. 
Fricker.  The  latter  left  the  institution  four  years  ago. 
He  is  not  an  educator,  but  is  said  to  be  an  excellent  su- 
perintendent. Dr.  Miller  is  an  educator  and  seems  to  be 
greatly  beloved  by  pupils  and  officers  and  teachers. 
General  sorrow  was  expressed  that  he  was  to  retire  on 
the  15th  in st. 

Scholars  over  21  years  of  age  are  admitted  at  Col- 
umbus and  kept  for  one  year,  and  graduated  either  in 
school  or  from  the  workshops,  which  are  conducted  in 
about  the  same  manner  as  those  in  Indiana.  There  is 
no  provision  for  industrial  employment,  but  it  is  con- 
ducted without  cost  to  the  State,  and  is  a valuable  aux- 
illiary  in  keeping  the  pupils  constantly  employed.  Here, 
too,  the  absence  of  a gymnasium  is  felt,  and  it  is  to  be 
one  of  the  earliest  additions  to  be  made  to  the  buildings. 

The  grounds  are  in  the  centre  of  the  city,  and  the 
“sad  sight”  of  a blind  school,  complained  of  by  some 
citizens  of  Pittsburgh,  should  it  be  located  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  park,  melts  away  in  the  opinions  of  the 
Indianapolis  and  Columbus  people,  who  claim  that  the 
buildings  and  grounds  are  regarded  as  among  the  most 
beautiful  spots  in  their  cities. 

There  was  a class  of  11  graduated  the  past  year; 
the  school  term  is  the  same  as  in  Indiana,  and  indeed 
many  of  the  regulations  are  the  same  as  in  Indiana,  so 
that  we  will  not  recapitulate  them  here. 

One  blind  teacher  is  employed  in  the  literary  de- 
partment, but  they  are  not  to  be  preferred  here.  They 
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are  preferable  as  teachers  of  music  only.  People  have 
to  have  eyes  to  teach  and  lead.  Seeing  teachers  are 
more  helpful.  Blind  teachers  can  maintain  discipline  in 
the  class  room,  but  cannot  do  so  in  the  corridors.  Read- 
ing teachers  have  to  use  their  eyes  in  reading  stories, 
history,  etc.,  but  the  assistant  may  be  a blind  person; 
indeed  assistants  are  employed  thus  in  this  school. 

The  hours  for  rising,  meals,  study,  play,  working, 
etc.,  regulations  for  rooming  the  little  folks,  etc.,  are 
about  the  same  as  in  Indiana.  Six  or  seven  little  folks 
are  put  in  a room  together,  on  the  grounds  that  it  is 
more  home-like  for  them  to  have  companionship.  It 
was  admitted,  both  in  Indiana  and  Ohio,  that  the  rooms 
might  be  larger  and  more  pupils  placed  together  with  a 
matron  to  keep  a watch  on  each  room  through  eye  holes 
in  the  doors. 

It  was  also  recommended  that  iron  railings,  slate 
stairs,  tile  floors,  and  brass  or  iron  bedsteads  be  used, 
and  that  the  best  system  of  ventilation  could  be  secured 
through  the  steam  pipes.  We  omit  all  details  because 
they  are  about  the  same  as  in  Indiana. 

Saturday  is  correspondence  day,  when  the  little 
ones  are  assembled,  and  the  teachers  read  their  letters 
to  them,  and  answer  the  same  for  them.  The  larger 
ones  are  instructed  on  the  typewriter  and  answer  their 
own  letters. 

Miss  Lizzie  Daily  sang  two  songs  for  the  commit- 
tee, and  Charles  Kneisel,  a young  man  21  years  of  age, 
proved  himself  a prodigy  at  the  pipe  organ  and  on  the 
piano.  He  can  play  almost  every  instrument  in  use.  He 
will  graduate  in  two  years,  and  already  has  several  offers. 

The  committee  then  went  to  the  first  floor  of  the 
building  and  saw  the  pupils  at  supper,  after  which  they 
returned  to  the  superintendent’s  office. 
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Dr.  Fricker,  the  incoming  superintendent,  thought 
the  committee  would  remain  over  night,  and  most  cor- 
dially invited  them  to  do  so,  stating  that  he  would  have 
a meeting  in  the  chapel  the  next  day;  but  the  commit- 
tee had  to  decline  in  order  to  reach  home  on  Saturday. 

Your  committee  feels  obliged  to  say  that  they  were 
courteously  received  at  both  institutions,  and  obtained 
information  which  must  necessarily  increase  not  only 
their  own,  but  also  your  enthusiasm  in  this  grand  work. 
Indeed,  so  earnest  are  those  engaged  in  the  work,  that 
offers  have  been  made  to  bring  to  Pittsburgh  the  best 
talent  in  Indiana  and  Ohio  for  the  inauguration  of  the 
school  in  Pittsburgh,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  we  will 
soon  reach  that  point  when  we  shall  be  prepared  for  the 
grand  inaugural  concert  and  entertainment. 

The  principal  in  Indiana  is  paid  $1,700  per  annum, 
while  in  Columbus  he  receives  but  $1,200,  that  sum 
having  been  fixed  as  the  salary  of  all  the  superintend- 
ents of  public  institutions  in  Ohio. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  M.  Marshall, 

E.  R.  D ONEHOO, 
Percy  F.  Smith. 


May  5th,  1890. 
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OF  THE 


Wbzstzxn  ^jennsyluauia  institution  fou*  the  ^tincl. 


Made  and  adopted  by  the  members  of  the  Corpo- 
ration, at  a general  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  and 
held  March  17th,  1887,  with  such  amendments  as  have 
been  made  at  various  meetings  of  the  Corporations,  in- 
cluding the  annual  meeting  held  May  14th,  1888,  and  at 
the  Director’s  meetings. 

BUSINESS. 

1.  The  business  of  this  Corporation  shall  be  man- 
aged and  conducted  by  a President,  two  Vice-Presidents, 
a Board  of  Directors,  a Clerk  or  Secretary,  a Treasurer, 
and  such  other  Officers,  Agents  and  Committees  as  may 
be  appointed  from  time  to  time  by  the  Directors. 

DIRECTORS. 

2.  The  Directors  shall  be  chosen  annually  by  the 
members  of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  hold  their  office 
until  others  are  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead.  All 
other  officers  shall  be  chosen  or  appointed  by  the  Direc- 
tors, and  shall  hold  their  several  offices  subject  to  the 
power  of  removal  by  the  Directors. 


ANNUAL  MEETING. 


3.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  for  the 
election  of  Directors,  and  the  transaction  of  other  bus- 
iness, shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  in  each 
year  succeeding  the  present,  at  the  City  of  Pittsburgh. 
General  meetings  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation 
may  be  called  by  the  Directors  whenever  necessary. 
Notice  of  all  annual  meetings  shall  be  published  in  one 
newspaper,  at  the  City  of  Pittsburgh,  at  least  five  days 
prior  to  any  such  meeting. 

SECRETARY. 

4.  The  Clerk  or  Secretary  shall  record  all  the 
votes  of  the  Corporation,  and  the  minutes  of  its  trans- 
actions, in  a book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose. 

TREASURER. 

5.  The  Treasurer  shall  give  bond  in  the  sum  of 
$5,000,  with  such  sure  securities  as  the  Directors  may 
require  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties;  and  he 
shall  keep  the  moneys  of  the  Corporation  in  a separate 
account,  and  shall  report  to  the  Directors  whenever  re- 
quired, and  pay  all  warrants  drawn  by  the  Executive 
Committee. 


PRESIDENT. 

6.  The  President,  or  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents 
shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Directors,  and  at 
meetings  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation,  and  shall 
have  and  exercise  all  the  powers  which  ordinarily  belong 
to  the  presiding  officer  of  representative  bodies. 
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QUORUM. 

7.  A majority  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation 
who  are  present  at  any  regularly  called  meeting,  shall 
be  competent  to  transact  business.  Members  may  at- 
tend in  person  or  by  proxy. 

POWER  OF  DIRECTORS. 

8.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  fill  all  va- 
cancies which  may  happen  by  death,  resignation  or  oth- 
erwise. 

9.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  make  and 
enforce  all  such  rules  and  orders  as  they  may  deem 
reasonable  or  necessary  for  the  management  of  the  af- 
fairs and  business  of  the  Corporation,  and  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  its  agents  and  employes. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

10.  In  addition  to  the  Corporators  named  in  the 
Charter,  members  may  be  admitted  by  the  Corporators 
upon  the  following  terms:  Contributors  of  sums  of 
money  or  other  property  to  the  value  of  $500,  may  be 
elected  to  life  membership;  and  annual  contributors  of 
not  less  than  $50,  may  be  elected  to  membership,  but 
in  the  latter  case  such  membership  shall  determine  upon 
default  of  such  annual  contribution.  All  members  of 
the  Corporation  shall,  during  the  period  of  their  member- 
ship, be  entitled  to  vote  at  all  general  meetings  of  the 
Corporation. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

11.  The  President  shall,  at  the  organization  of 
the  Board  each  year,  appoint  an  Executive  Committee, 


24 


consisting  of  three  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 
who  shall  examine  and  approve  all  bills,  and  when  found 
in  order,  issue  warrants  for  the  payment  of  the  same  by 
the  Treasurer.  All  bills  must  be  approved  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee,  and  every  warrant  shall  be  drawn 
by  the  Treasurer,  and  countersigned  by  the  Chairman 
of  the  Executive  Committee. 

12.  The  President  shall  appoint  an  Auditing 
Committee  of  three  members,  who  shall  annually  audit 
the  accounts  of  the  Secretary,  Treasurer,  or  other 
officers,  and  make  report  thereof  to  the  Board  of 
Directors,  and  also  the  Corporators. 


IT  These  By-Laws  may  be  altered  or  amended 
by  a two-third  vote  at  any  regular  meeting  of  the  Di- 
rectors, provided  due  notice  has  been  given  at  a previ- 
ous meeting,  and  not  otherwise. 


AMENDMENTS. 


Fourth  Annual  Report 


OF  THE 

DIRECTORS 


OF  THE 


VV  esterq  P enn'a  Institution  for  the  Blind, 


PRESENTED  TO  THE  CORPORATORS 


AT  THEIlt 


Annual  Meeting,  held  May  4th,  1891, 


PITTSBURGH,  F*A. 


PITTSBURGH  : 

PRESS  OF  PERCY  F.  SMITH,  53  AND  55  VIRGIN  ALL  F Y. 
1191  


^oarcT  of  Corporators. 


(CHARTER  MEMBERS.) 


A.  M.  MARSHALL, 

WM.  A.  HERRON, 

H.  K.  PORTER, 

JOHN  A.  WOOD, 

HENRY  HOLDSHIP, 

REV.  E.  R.  DONEHOO, 

B.  F.  LONG, 

JOHN  H.  RICKETSON, 

J.  A.  LIPPINCOTT,  M.  D., 

JOHN  W.  C HALFANT, 

A.  M.  BROWN, 

GEORGE  W.  DILWORTH, 

♦JOHN  R. 


MORRIS  H DANZIGER, 
♦WILLIAM  THAW, 

OLIVER  P.  SCAIFE, 

REV.  E.  P.  COWAN,  U.  D., 
HON.  THOS.  EWING. 

L.  H.  HARRIS,  M.  D., 

REV.  J.  T.  McCROKY, 
CHARLES  J.  CLARKE, 

REV.  JOHN  G.  BROWN,  I).  D., 
W.  II.  WINSLOW,  M.  D., 
SAMUEL  S.  BROWN, 

C.  F.  DEAN, 

McCUNE. 


(MEMBERS  BY  SUBSCRIPTION  OF  $500.00.) 

CHARLES  LOCKHART,  HENRY  PHIPPS,  JR., 

A.  GARRISON,  JOS.  HORNE, 

J.  M.  SCHOONMAKER,  MRS.  MARY  IRWIN, 

MRS.  MARY  E.  SCHENLEY. 


-proctors. 

A.  M.  MARSHALL,  REV.  JOHN  G.  BROWN,  D.  D., 

WM.  A.  HERRON,  PERCY  F.  SMITH, 

GEORGE  W.  DILWORTH,  BENJ.  THAW, 

H.  K.  PORTER,  O.  M.  EDWARDS, 

J.  M.  SCHOONMAKER. 


Officers. 


A.  M.  MARSHALL, 

WM.  A.  HERRON,  . 

REV.  JOHN  G.  BROWN,  D.  D„ 
PERCY  F.  SMITH,  . 

C.  F.  DEAN, 


PRESIDENT. 

FIRST  VICE  PRESIDENT. 
SECOND  VICE  PRESIDENT. 
SECRETARY. 

TREASURER. 


%xcc\xtme  Committee. 


WM.  A.  HERRON. 
GEORGE  W.  DILWORTH, 
H.  K.  PORTER. 


CoitttseHor. 

A.  M.  BROWN,  ESQ., 134  FIFTH  AVENUE. 


* Deceased. 


proceedings  of  the  Corporators, 

AT  THEIR 


^rtmial  |t%c£tm0,  liKCay  4th,  1891. 


Pursuant  to  the  legal  notice  duly  published  in  the  Commercial 
Gazette  of  April  27th,  and  circular  notice  to  all  of  the  Incorpo- 
rators, and  others  entitled  to  vote,  the  annual  meeting  of  the  In- 
corporators of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for 
the  Blind,  was  held  in  the  school  building,  No.  333  Forty-second 
street,  at  2 p.  m. 

The  proceedings  were  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  J.  T.  Mc- 
Crory,  after  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  W.  A.  Herron,  Mr.  McCrory 
was  chosen  Chairman. 

On  motion  Percy  F.  Smith  was  elected  Secretary. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  annual  meeting  were  read  and 
corrected  by  Major  A.  M.  Brown,  who  did  not  present  the  proxy  of 
Mr.  Charles  J.  Clarke,  that  gentleman  having  sent  him  a letter 
withdrawing  it.  The  correction  was  ordered  to  be  made  as  afore- 
said. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  present:  A.  M.  Marshall,  W. 

A.  Herron,  H.  K.  Porter,  A.  M.  Brown,  Esq.,  Geo.  W.  Dilworth, 
Rev.  J.  T.  McCrory,  Rev.  John  G.  Brown,  D.  D.,  C.  F.  Dean  and 
J.  M.  Schoonmaker. 

President  Marshall  submitted  his  annual  report,  which  was  read 
by  the  Secretary,  and  on  motion  received  and  filed. 

Reports  were  also  submitted  by  the  Secretary,  Treasurer  and 
Superintendent,  which  were  accepted  and  filed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Porter  the  following  resolution  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Joseph  Horne,  A.  Garrison  and  J.  M. 
Schoonmaker  be  elected  incorporators  under  the  By-Law  authoriz- 
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ing  the  election  of  all  citizens  who  contribute  1500  in  money  or 
property. 

Dr.  Brown  presented  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted: 

Resolved,  That'  in  acknowledgment  of  the  generous  donation 
made  by  Mrs.  Mary  Irwin,  she  be  unanimously  elected  a member  of 
the  Board  of  Incorporators. 

Mr.  Dean  offered  the  following  resolution  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  incorporators  experience  pleasure  in  elect- 
ing Mrs.  Mary  E.  Schenley  a member  of  the  Board  of  Incorpo- 
rators, and  trust  that  her  name  will  always  be  prominently  con- 
nected with  the  institution  upon  which  she  has  bestowed  such  a 
munificent  gift. 

This  resolution  was  adopted  by  a rising  vote,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Porter. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Brown  the  thanks  of  the  Board  were  ten- 
dered the  Secretary  for  faithful  services 

The  By-Law  classifying  the  Directors,  approved  by  the  Board, 
was  read  by  the  Secretary. 

The  corporators  then  proceeded  to  elect  Directors  for  the  en- 
suing year,  and  Mr.  0.  M.  Edwards  was  placed  in  nomination,  to 
take  the  place  of  Mr.  Charles  J.  Clarke,  who  declined  the  nomina- 
tion. 

The  Chairman  appointed  Messrs.  Dean  and  Dilworth  judges 
to  conduct  the  election. 

The  Secretary  handed  in  the  following  proxies : 

Hon.  Thomas  Ewing,  Spang,  Chalfant  & Co.,  A.  Garrison,  W. 
H.  Winslow,  Charles  Lockhart,  Samuel  S.  Brown,  Rev.  Edward  P. 
Cowan  and  B.  F.  Long. 

The  judges  reported  that  seventeen  ballots,  including  the 
proxies,  had  been  cast  for  the  following  gentlemen,  and  that  they 
were  therefore  chosen  as  the  Board  of  Directors: 

Three  Years — A.  M.  Marshall,  TV.  A.  Herron,  Rev.  J.  G. 
Brown,  D.  D. 

Two  Years — George  TV.  Dilworth,  J.  M.  Schoonmaker,  PL  K. 
Porter. 

One  Year — Benjamin  Thaw,  Percy  F.  Smith,  0.  M.  Edwards. 

The  President  gave  notice  that  the  new  Board  would  meet  for 
organization  on  Friday,  May  15th,  1891. 

Adjourned. 

Percy  F.  Smith, 

Secretary. 
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At  the  public  reception  following  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
incorporators,  on  May  4th,  Mr.  William  A.  Herron,  formally 
presented  to  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  Mr.  A.  M. 
Marshall,  the  deed  of  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Schenley,  donating  five  and 
one-tenth  acres  of  ground  on  Bayard  and  St.  Pierre  streets,  Belle- 
field,  14th  Ward,  for  the  permanent  building  of  the  institution. 

The  Secretary  read  the  preamble  to  the  deed,  which  is  as 
follows  : 

JChis  Jmtcntnvc,  made  on  this,  25th  day  of  March,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand,  eight  hundred  and  ninety-one, 
between  Mary  E Schenley,  a native  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, now  residing  in  Cannes,  Erance,  party  of  the  first  part,  and 
Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind,  a corporation  duly 
organized  and  existing  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, United  States  of  America,  party  of  the  second  part, 

Whereas,  It  has  been  demonstrated  by  full  trial  and  success- 
ful experiment  in  the  institutions  established  for  the  education  and 
maintenance  of  the  blind,  which,  in  the  United  States  of  America, 
are  generally  carried  on  and  conducted  under  corporate  manage- 
ment, that  the  blind  are  not  only  capable  of  acquiring  by  means  of 
manual  training,  aided  by  suitable  machinery,  tools,  implements 
and  other  needful  accessories  and  appliances,  such  skill  as  to  enable 
them  to  exercise  profitably  many  trades  and  mechanical  occupa- 
tions, but  also  of  attaining  great  proficiency  in  the  arts  and  scien- 
ces, by  oral  instruction  with  such  aids  and  accessories,  by  which 
means  many  entirely  deprived  of  the  sense  of  sight  have  been  en- 
abled by  their  own  efforts  to  secure  an  independent  livelihood  ; and 
humanity  and  Christian  charity,  as  well  as  the  best  interests  of  so- 
ciety, imperatively  call  for  the  establishment  of  proper  institutions 
for  the  education,  instruction,  training  in  the  various  trades  and 
maintenance  of  the  blind,  and 

Whereas,  Certain  good  people  in  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  State 
of  Pennsylvania  aforesaid — a city  in  which  the  earlier  part  of  my 
life  was  passed — have  recently  associated  themselves  together  and 
become  incorporated  under  the  name  and  style  of  the  Western 
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Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind,  the  purpose  of  the  institu- 
tion being  to  provide  for  the  education  and  maintenance  of  the 
blind,  which  is,  in  my  judgment,  a most  commendable  charity,  in 
the  furtherance  of  which,  prompted  by  the  considerations  above 
stated  and  my  own  personal  desire  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
people  of  Pittsburg  and  vicinity,  I wish  to  aid  and  assist,  and 

Whereas,  It  is  represented  to  me  that  the  land  hereinafter  de- 
scribed would  be  suitable,  both  in  “locality  and  extent,  for  the  build- 
ings and  other  requirements  of  the  said  institution, 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  premises 
and  of  the  sum  of  one  dollar,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  unto  me  well  and  truly  paid  by  the  said  party  of  the  sec- 
ond part,  at  and  before  the  sealing  and  delivery  of  these  presents,  the 
receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  I,  the  party  of  the  first 
part,  have  given,  donated,  granted,  bargained,  sold,  aliened,  en- 
feoffed, released,  conveyed  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents,  do 
give,  donate,  grant,  bargain,  sell,  alien,  enfeoff,  release,  convey  and 
confirm  unto  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  its  successors  and 
assigns,  forever,  for  the  uses  and  purposes  hereinabove  set  forth  ; 
All  that  certain  piece  or  parcel  of  ground,  situated  in  the  Four- 
teenth ward  of  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  County  of  Allegheny,  State 
of  Pennsylvania  aforesaid,  * * * * 

(containing  five  acres  and  one  hundred  and  six-thousandths  of  an 
acre  (5  106-1000  A). 

To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  above  described  piece  or 
parcel  of  land,  ground,  hereditaments  and  premises  hereby  given, 
granted,  donated,  conveyed,  mentioned  and  intended  so  to  be, 
with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  AVestern  Pennsylvania 
Institution  for  the  Blind,  the  party  of  the  second  part  hereto,  its 
successors  and  assigns,  to  and  for  the  only  jumper  use  and  behoof  of 
the  said  party  of  the  second  jrart,  its  successors  and  assigns  forever  ; 
and  to  be  used,  occupied,  held  and  enjoyed  by  the  said  party  of  the 
second  part,  its  successors  and  assigns,  for  the  purpose  of  provid- 
ing a school  for  the  instruction,  education  and  maintenance  of  the 
blind  upon  said  premises  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatever. 

In  witness  whereof,  I,  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  have  to 
these  presents  set  my  hand  and  seal,  the  day  and  year  first  above 
written. 

Mary  E.  Schenley.  [seal.] 

President  Marshall  made  a brief  but  spirited  address  on  the 
kindness  and  generosity  of  Mrs.  Schenley,  which  was  greeted  with 
applause. 
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Messrs.  H.  K.  Porter,  J.  M.  Schoonmaker  and  Percy  F.  Smith, 
the  Committee  appointed  for  the  purpose,  prepared  the  following 
minute,  embodying  the  thanks  of  the  Board  to  Mrs.  Schenley  for 
her  generous  gift,  and  the  same  will  be  forwarded  to  the  lady  in  the 
form  of  a beautiful  album  : 

At  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Western  Penn- 
sylvania Institution  for  the  Blind,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  U.  S.  A.,  held 
November  19th,  1890,  on  motion  of  Mr.  William  A.  Herron,  a 
committee  of  three,  consisting  of  Messrs.  J.  M.  Schoonmaker,  H. 
K.  Porter  and  Percy  F.  Smith,  was  appointed  to  prepare  a resolu- 
tion of  thanks,  accepting  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Schenley,  and  on  Decem- 
ber 11th,  1890,  the  committee  reported  the  following  minute  : 


Ipinute 

Of  the  Board  of  Directors,  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institu- 
tion for  the  Blind,  Pittsburg,  U.  S A. 


To  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Schenley,  London,  England  : 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institu- 
tion for  the  Blind  desire  to  place  on  record  their  appreciation  of 
the  generous  gift  made  by  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Schenley,  of  five  acres  of 
land,  fronting  on  Bayard  street,  Bellefield,  14th  Ward,  Pittsburg. 

They  feel  that  they  cannot  adequately  express  in  words  their 
sense  of  how  great  and  how  useful  a gift  this  will  be. 

They  are  profoundly  grateful  that  Mrs.  Schenley  has  so  kindly 
considered  the  recommendation  of  this  Board  as  to  location,  and 
has  acceded  to  their  request  to  give  the  piece  of  land  she  has  now 
designated,  otherwise  so  eligible  and  advantageous  a site  could  hardly 
have  been  secured  by  us,  even  had  we  had  the  money  to  buy,  as 
public  opinion  would  not  have  justified  the  school,  in  its  infancy,  in 
making  such  a purchase. 

But  this  gift  makes  a large  growth  possible,  and  much  more 
than  this,  makes  it  probable. 
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Mrs.  Schenley  by  this  generous  gift  has  nobly  seconded  Miss 
Jane  Holmes  in  her  generous  foundation,  and  her  act  will  encourage 
every  one  who  is  interested  in  the  institution. 

The  Board  recognize  their  increased  obligation,  by  reason  of 
this  gift,  to  use  their  utmost  endeavor  wisely  and  firmly  to  plant 
this  school,  and  provide  for  its  growth. 

They  make  acknowledgment  of  this  gift  with  gratitude,  direct 
this  minute  to  be  placed  on  their  records,  instruct  their  President 
and  Secretary  to  have  the  same  engrossed,  and  sent,  with  the  respect 
and  thanks  of  the  Board,  to  Mrs.  Schenley. 

Action  of  the  committee  unanimously  approved,  December  11, 
1890. 


DIRECTORS : 


A.  M.  Marshall, 

Geo.  W.  Oil  worth, 

J.  M.  SCHOONMAIvER, 

H.  K.  Porter, 

Harold 


W.  A.  Herron, 

Rev.  J.  G.  Brown,  D. 
Benjamin  Thaw, 
Percy  F.  Smith. 

r’EIRCE. 


D. 


OFFICERS  : 


A.  M.  Marshall,  President,  W.  A.  Herron,  1st  Vice  Pres. 
Rev.  J.  G.  Brown,  2d  Vice  Pres.,  Percy  F.  Smith,  Secretary. 

C.  F.  Dean,  Treasurer. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  : 

W.  A.  Herron,  Geo.  W.  Dilwouth, 

H.  K.  Porter. 


Svctxool  and  the  legislature. 


Extract  from  the  report  of  the  Sub- Commit  tee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  appointed  to  visit  the  school: 

Me,  the  undersigned,  having  been  appointed  a Sub-Committee 
to  take  into  consideration  the  Act  making  an  appropriation  for  the, 
education  and  maintenance  of  the  State  pupils  and  for  school  pur- 
poses, furniture  and  repairs  in  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  the  Blind,  at  Pittsburg,  do  respectfully  report : 
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That  in  performance  of  our  duties  we  visited  the  said  institu- 
tion and  ascertained  that  it  is  the  only  one  of  its  character  west  of 
the  Allegheny  mountains  in  this  state  ; that  it  is  in  charge  of  a 
Superintendent  who  thoroughly  understands  his  duties, and  although 
we  called  in  upon  them  unexpectedly,  we  found  everything  in  first 
class  condition  and  the  Superintendent  very  busily  engaged  in 
teaching  a class  of  blind  scholars.  We  were  very  much  pleased 
with  the  institution  and  its  objects,  and  do  recommend  the  bill  be 
amended.  ******** 
They  own  their  own  buildings  and  are  not  indebted  to  any  one. 

Yonrs  Respectfully, 


W.  Scott  Mulun, 
John  H.  Fow, 

1).  C.  Titian. 
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president's  Report. 


Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind. 


Gentlemen: — 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  record  the  fact  that  we  have  at 
length  realized  our  long-cherished  expectations  in  regard  to  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

I congratulate  the  incorporators,  the  life  managers  and  the 
Board  on  the  successful  opening  of  the  school  in  the  building,  now 
the  property  of  the  institution,  and  find  pleasure  in  noting  that 
the  present  prosperous  condition  of  the  school  is  due  in  an  emi- 
nent degree,  to  the  wise  selection  of  the  Board,  of  its  Principal 
and  Matron.  And  I heartily  congratulate  the  Board  that  by  the 
munificence  of  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Schenley,  the  institution  has  come 
into  possession  of  a site  for  a permanent  building,  which  is  admir- 
ably adapted  for  the  purpose,  and  which  will  add  new  interest  to 
the  work  committed  to  the  Board. 

I have  also  to  note  that  the  outstanding  subscriptions  have 
nearly  all  been  paid  into  the  Treasury,  and  a number  of  new  do- 
nations recorded  during  the  year. 

Also,  that  the  Legislature  of  the  State  has  recognized  the  mer- 
its of  our  institution,  and  commended  its  officers  and  our  plans, 
and  has  given  the  institution  within  a few  thousand  dollars  of  what 
the  Executive  Committee  asked  for  to  educate  and  maintain  the 
sightless  wards  of  the  State. 

I would  call  attention  to  the  change  in  the  term  of  service  of 
the  Board  of  Directors,  and  for  the  information  of  the  incorpo- 
rators would  say  that  the  classification  of  the  Board  was  made  in 
compliance  with  the  expressed  wishes  of  Mrs.  Schenley. 
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I would  suggest  in  conclusion  that  the  Board  take  immediate 
steps  to  improve  the  property  donated  by  Mrs.  Schenley  by  the 
planting  of  trees,  shrubbery,  etc, 

For  fuller  details  in  regard  to  the  operation  of  the  school  I, 
respectfully  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  the  Secretary,  Treasurer  and 
Superintendent,  but  cannot  close  my  report  without  calling  atten- 
tion to  the  invaluable  aid  and  assistance  of  Mr.  W.  A.  Herron  in 
relation  to  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Schenley. 


A.  M.  Marshall. 
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Report  of  the  Secretary. 


To  the  Incorporators  : 

Gentlemen. — The  Secretary  begs  leave  to  present  the  follow- 
ing report  : 

The  Board  of  Directors  was  elected  May  5th  ; organized  May 
12th,  and  on  Jnly  16th,  Messrs.  William  A.  Herron,  George  AY. 
Dilworth  and  H.  Iv.  Porter,  were  appointed  as  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, and  afterwards  Rev.  Dr.  Brown  was  added  to  the  Committee, 
and  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Thaw,  were  empowered  to 
rent  a building,  employ  a Principal  and  open  the  school  without 
delay. 

On  September  17th,  a proposition  was  made  by  Mr.  Charles 
Travelli  to  sell  to  the  Institution  the  Irwin  property,  No.  333  Forty- 
second  street,  for  $12,500.  An  offer  had  been  made  to  rent  this 
property,  but  Mrs.  Irwin  preferred  to  sell.  The  property  is  105  by 
1 30  feet,  and  the  house  admirably  suited  for  school  purposes.  The 
building  alone  cost  nearly  $25,000,  while  the  lot  is  worth,  perhaps, 
$5,000.  The  Board  succeeded  in  purchasing  the  property  for 
$12,250  cash,  Mrs.  Irwin  donating  furniture,  carpets,  piano,  etc., 
estimated  to  be  worth  $2,500. 

The  improvements  to  the  building  since  it  became  the  property 
of  the  Institution  are  noted  in  detail  by  the  Superintendent. 

The  Executive  Committee,  after  having  conferences  with  nu- 
merous blind  instructors,  who  were  brought  here  to  look  over  the 
field,  finally  extended  a call  to  Mr.  H.  B.  Jacobs,  for  many  years 
Superintendent  of  the  Blind  School  at  Indianapolis,  and  in  the 
course  of  time  Mr.  Jacobs  accepted  the  offer,  and  about  October 
1 th,  last,  entered  upon  his  duties. 

The  school  was  opened  on  the  15th  of  October,  1890,  Messrs. 
William  Sawyer  and  James  B.  Scott,  of  the  State  Board  of  Chari- 
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ties,  having  advised  the  Board  upon  this  course  as  the  best  to 
coinmend  the  institution  to  the  Legislature. 

The  Superintendent  is  efficiently  assisted  by  Mrs.  Jacobs,  Miss 
A.  J.  Loomis,  Miss  Miranda  Benson,  the  latter  a blind  girl,  and 
Mr.  D.  D.  Ezechiels,  who  gives  instructions  in  music  three  after- 
noons each  week. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Board  meets  twice  a month, 
one  meeting  being  held  at  the  school  and  the  other  in  the  city  ; and 
the  Board  of  Directors,  at  the  call  of  the  Secretary,  in  addition  to 
four  regular  meetings,  during  the  year.  The  Board  meetings  are 
held  in  the  school  building. 

The  Executive  Committee  asked  the  Legislature  to  appropriate 
the  sum  of  $34,750,  for  1891  and  1892,  for  the  education  and  main- 
tenance of  the  pupils,  and  to  reimburse  the  Trustees  for  money 
expended  from  the  endowment  fund  for  the  education  and  main- 
tenance of  the  pupils  for  the  nine  months  beginning  with  last 
October,  and  the  bill  reached  the  Appropriation  Committee  of  the 
House  in  that  shape.  Messrs.  Fow,  Mullen  and  Titman,  a Sub- 
Committee  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriation,  visited  the  school 
on  Washington’s  birthday,  February  22d,  found  it  in  full  tide  of 
success  and  were  very  much  impressed  with  the  method  of  instruc- 
tion and  training.  Xotwithstandb  g this  they  prepared  a report 
reducing  the  total  appropriation  to  $20,000,  a cut  of  nearly  one- 
half.  Dr.  Brown  and  your  Secretary  were  permitted  to  appear 
before  the  committee  at  Harrisburg  and  succeeded  in  having  the 
sum  increased  from  $20,000  to  $27,500,  the  principal  item  asked 
for  having  been  granted,  namely,  the  returning  to  the  Board  of  the 
$6,000  of  the  endowment  fund,  disbursed  for  the  operating  ex- 
penses of  the  school  since  its  opening. 

A complete  financial  exhibit  will  be  found  in  the  report  of 
Treasurer  Dean,  but  the  Secretary  congratulates  the  corporators  in 
the  fact  that  all  of  the  subscriptions  made  to  the  endowment  fund 
with  the  exceptions  of  three,  aggregating  $800,  have  been  paid  into 
the  Treasury. 

The  Secretary  would  note  the  resignation  from  the  Board  of 
Directors,  on  account  of  removal  from  the  city  of  Mr.  Harold 
Peirce,  who  served  in  that  position  for  the  past  two  years. 

The  Secretary  would  also  note  that  the  Institution  has  received 
the  handsome  gift  of  over  five  acres  of  ground,  on  Bayard  street, 
Bellefield,  14th  Ward,  the  generous  donor  being  Mrs.  Mary  E. 
Schenley,  and  the  deed  for  which  will  be  presented  to  you  by  our 
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1st  Vice  President,  Mr.  William  A.  Herron.  A minute  embodying 
the  thanks  of  the  Board  to  Mrs.  Schenley,  will  be  forwarded  to  the 
lady. 

The  school  will  be  closed  for  the  summer  vacation  on  the  last 
Friday  in  June,  and  will  open  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  September, 
when  it  is  expected  the  list  of  pupils  will  be  as  large  as  we  have 
accommodations  for. 

All  the  officers  of  the  Board,  including  our  Solicitor,  Major  A. 
M.  Brown,  serve  without  salary,  and  have  been  unremitting  in  their 
efforts  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  school. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Percy  F.  Smith, 

Secretary. 
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^tihscripticms  |?a»l  to  4th,  185:10. 


Schaul  & Bonk,  .......$  5 00 

G.  S.  Schwaub  & Bro. ......  25  00 

Matilda  W.  Denny,  ......  250  00 

C.  B.  Dilwortli,  ......  100  00 

J.  R.  Dilworth,  .......  - 100  00 

G.  K.  Stevenson,  ......  100  00 

J.  Porterfield,  ......  . 100  00 

Dr.  J.  A.  Lippincott,  .....  250  00 

R.  K.  Wilson,  .....  . . 100  00 

AV’olff,  Lane  & Co.,  ....  100  00 

Chas.  Lockhart,  ...  . . . 500  00 

T.  H.  Given,  .......  25  00 

Id.  K.  Porter,  ......  . 500  00 

Id.  Iloldship,  500  00 

L.  Irwin, . . 15  00 

Alexander  Bradley,  ...  . . 250  00 

S.  S.  Marvin,  ......  . 100  00 

M.  J.  Marshall,  Trustee.  .....  10,000  00 

R.  Miller,  Jr.,  . . . • . . 100  00 

Charles  Paine,  .......  50  00 

A\r.  D.  AA'ood,  .......  250  00 

M.  H.  Danziger, 250  00 

A.  Kirkpatrick  & Co.,  .....  25  00 

A.  M.  Brown, 250  00 

H.  Phipps,  Jr., 500  00 

C.  E.  Rumsey, 50  00 

A.  M.  Marshall, 500  00 


814,995  00 

See  additional  list  in  Treasurer’s  Report. 
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Report  of  treasurer. 


Fourth  Annual  Report  of  C.  F.  Dean,  Treasurer  of  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind. 


1890.  “ PERMANENT  FUND.” 

May  5.  Balance  on  hand  . . $15,162  92 

Interest  received,  (Schedule  “ A”  ) 980  00 

Subscriptions  paid,  (Schedule  B ”)  54,810  00 


$70,952  92 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Property  on  Forty-second  street,  $12,250  00 
Investment  fund,  ( loans  and  mort- 
gages) . . . . 52,000  00 

Amount  advanced  on  account  of 

current  expenses,  (Schedule  “C”)  3,682  40  67,882  40 

1891.  

May  1.  Balance  on  hand,  ...  $ 3,070  52 

■ Schedule  “ A.” 

Interest  received  from  Union  Na- 
tional Bank,  . . . $ 580  00 

Interest  received  on  note,  . . 400  00 


$ 980  00 
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Schedule  “ BA 

Subscriptions  paid  : 


Jos.  Horne, 

. $ 500  00 

A.  Garrison, 

500  00 

J.  M.  Schoonmaker,  . 

500  00 

W.  K.  Gillespie, 

25  00 

W.  E.  Schmertz, 

100  00 

J.  D.  Scully, 

10  00 

G.  B.  Logan, 

25  00 

~\V.  M.  McKelvy, 

50  00 

J.  E Schwartz, 

250  00 

W.  H.  Winslow, 

50  00 

LE  “B.” 

P Duff  & Son, 

50  00 

Estate  of  Wm.  Thaw, 

5,000  00 

Samuel  Hamilton, 

250  00 

Thomas  M.  Armstrong,  . 

250  00 

P.  C.  Knox, 

100  00 

G W.  Dil worth. 

250  00 

Lawrence  Dilworth, 

250  00 

Estate  of  Jane  Holmes, 

40,000  00 

C.  F.  Dean, 

100  00 

John  Caldwell, 

50  00 

Mellor  & Hoene, 

100  00 

Spang,  Chalfant  & Co., 

500  00 

C.  B.  Shea,  . . . . 

100  00 

D.  Bushnell, 

500  00 

Estate  of  Jane  Holmes, 

. 5,000  00 

C.  W.  Batchelor, 

100  00 

W.  A.  Herron, 

100  00 

J.  W.  Arrott,  . 

100  00 

$54,810  00 

LE  “ C.” 

Supplies, 

$ 1,235  15 

Salaries, 

909  69 

Bepairs,  .... 

32  46 

Stationery,  etc.,  . 

74  90 

Sundry  expenses, 

1,380  20 

$ 3,632  40 
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Pittsburg,  May  2,  1891. 

The  undersigned  committee,  appointed  to  audit  the  accounts 
of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 
Blind,  have  examined  the  account  and  compared  the  vouchers, 
and  report  it  to  be  correct. 


J.  M.  Schools  maker,  1 
B.  Thaw,  J> 

AY.  A.  Herron. 


Committee. 
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Superintendent's  Jjteport. 


Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  4th,  1891. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  : 

Gehtlemen. — In  compliance  with  your  request  of  a recent 
date,  I take  pleasure  in  submitting  herewith  a report  of  the  opera- 
tions and  progress  of  this  institution  during  the  brief  period  that 
has  elapsed  since  its  formal  organization. 

In  addition  to  presenting  a summary  of  the  workings  of  the 
institution,  I have  presumed,  in  the  preparation  of  this  report,  to 
refer  incidentally  to  the  care  and  training  of  blind  children  and  the 
general  management  of  the  school,  assuming  that  those  who  seek 
information  relative  to  the  character  and  purpose  of  an  establish- 
ment of  this  kind,  naturally  expect  to  find  it  in  the  printed  reports 
of  its  officers. 

Chosen  by  your  Executive  Committee  to  undertake  the  organi- 
zation of  this  institution  and  the  management  of  its  internal  affairs, 
I take  occasion  here  to  assure  you  that  I did  not  assume  this  obliga- 
tion without  a deep  sense  of  the  responsibilities  which  attended  it. 
I was  not  indifferent  to  the  fact  that  much,  very  much,  depended 
upon  the  inception  of  the  enterprise  ; that  false  or  misdirected 
initial  steps  would  greatly  retard  its  progress  and  prove  detrimental 
to  its  success!  We  were,  indeed,  anxious  that  this  institution 
should  have  a favorable  beginning. 

It  was  the  intention  to  formally  open  the  school  on  the  1st  day 
of  last  October,  but  owing  to  a line  of  unavoidable  circumstances 
which  prevented  my  severing  my  relation  with  my  former  charge, 
namely,  the  Superintendency  of  the  Indiana  Institution  for  the 
Education  of  the  Blind,  at  Indianapolis,  before  the  10th  day  of 
that  month,  the  opening  was  postponed  until  October  15th. 

I entered  upon  the  discharge  of  my  duties  here  on  Monday 
morning,  October  13th.  That  day  and  the  day  following  were 
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devoted  to  actively  making  preparations  for  the  reception  of  pupils. 
The  furniture  which  Mrs.  Irwin  left  in  the  house,  purchased  from 
her  for  the  temporary  use  of  the  school,  was  properly  arranged, 
and,  in  addition,  a supply  of  beds,  bedding,  tables,  chairs,  and 
such  other  articles  as  were  necessary  to  furnish  the  building  for 
institution  purposes,  was  purchased,  and  on  the  day  mentioned 
(Wednesday,  October  15,  1890, ) the  institution  was  opened.  The 
opening  was  uneventful  and  without  ceremony.  We  just  opened 
the  doors  and  admitted  pupils. 

NUMBER  OF  PUPILS. 

Six  pupils  were  enrolled  the  first  day,  five  more  were  admitted 
on  the  second  day,  and  ten  have  been  added  to  the  number  since, 
making  the  total  number  enrolled  to  date,  21- — 10  boys  and  11  girls. 
Of  these  19- — 9 boys  and  10  girls — are  now  in  attendance,  one  boy 
and  one  girl  having  withdrawn. 

In  an  appended  catalogue  will  be  found  the  names  and  resi- 
dences of  the  pupils  enrolled,  with  the  dates  of  their  admission. 

Of  the  pupils  admitted,  7 had  never  attended  an  institution 
before,  13  had  been  at  the  Philadelphia  institution  for  different 
periods  of  time,  and  1 had  been  a pupil  at  the  Ohio  Institution  for 
the  Blind. 

Thirty  different  applications  for  admission  of  pupils  have  been 
submitted  to  your  Executive  Committee.  Of  these  22  have  been 
favorably  considered ; of  the  remainder,  some,  for  good  cause, 
have  been  rejected,  while  definite  action  upon  others  has  been  de- 
ferred. 

Applications  for  the  admission  of  several  adult  blind  persons 
have  also  been  received,  but,  owing  to  our  limited  facilities  and  our 
inability  to  fully  organize  an  industrial  dejiartment  in  the  school, 
of  course,  these  applications  could  not  be  considered.  Adult 
blind  people  usually  seek  admission  to  an  institution  of  this  kind 
for  the  purpose  of  receiving  instruction  in  some  industrial  employ- 
ment— some  trade  or  other  useful  occupation  by  which  they  can 
earn  a living.  When  more  room  and  better  facilities  are  provided, 
and  the  several  departments  of  the  institution  are  properly  equip- 
ped, I think  it  would  be  wise,  and  but  an  act  of  justice,  to  ac- 
cord to  some  of  these  people  the  benefits  of  the  instruction  which 
it  is  intended  here  to  give. 
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ORGANIZATION. 

In  a comparatively  short  space  of  time  after  the  opening  of  the 
school,  we  had  its  internal  affairs  well  organized ; order  prevailed, 
the  work  of  instruction  was  begun,  and  everything  about  the  es- 
tablishment was  moving  in  well-regulated  institution  fashion.'  It 
was  highly  necessary  that  such  should  be  the  state  of  affairs;  for,  as 
a majority  of  our  pupils  had  previously  attended  an  institution 
and  were  accustomed  to  the  daily  routine  of  institution  life,  it  was 
evident  that  they  would  not  have  been  long  content  with  any  other 
condition,  and,  besides,  it  was  important  that  those  who  had  never 
attended  school  before  should  be  early  discijdined  to  earnest  and 
regular  habits  of  study. 

THE  PURPOSE  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 

The  purpose  of  this  institution,  as  I conceive  it,  is  to  furnish 
the  blind  youths  of  the  Western  part  of  Pennsylvania  the  means  by 
which  they  may  obtain  a good  education  and  be  trained  in  some 
mechanical  art  or  other  useful  'employment,  to  the  end  that  they 
may  be  prepared,  notwithstanding  their  deficiency,  to  discharge  the 
ordinary  duties  of  social  life. 

This  is  truly  a most  noble  and  praiseworthy  enterprise,  one 
that  should  receive  the  recognition  and  support  of  all  sympathetic 
and  benevolent  people.  Any  truly  benevolent  movement  is  laudable, 
but  to  place  within  the  reach  of  an  unfortunate  class  of  youth, 
many  of  whom  are  sensitive  and  ambitious,  and  possess  untrained 
powers  of  mind  and  body,  the  means  by  which  they  may  be  able  to 
lift  themselves  from  a state  of  dependence,  and  in  many  cases  neg- 
lect, to  one  of  independence  and  usefulness,  surely  deserves  the 
highest  commendation. 

It  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  importance  and  value,  both  to 
the  State  and  the  individual,  of  the  benefits  of  an  institution  of 
this  kind.  That  it  is  possible,  by  proper  instruction  and  good  moral 
and  social  influences,  to  so  educate  and  train  a majority  of  blind 
children  that  they  may  become  self-supporting  and  useful  members 
of  the  community,  no  one  familiar  with  the  subject  will  doubt. 

INSTRUCTION. 

We  have  adopted  and  put  into  practice,  as  far  as  our  facilities 
and  limited  appliances  would  permit,  such  methods  of  instruction 
as  our  experience  and  observations  have  led  us  to  beljeve  are  best 
adapted  to  efficient  and  proper  education  and  training  of  blind  stu- 
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dents.  In  all  onr  work  we  keep  in  view  the  importance  of  a carefnl 
training  of  our  pupils  in  habits  of  order,  neatness,  industry, 
economy  and  politeness,  and  all  that  goes  to  make  up  the  sum  of 
utility  of  the  individual  in  society.  We  aim  to  be  thoroughly  prac- 
tical and  to  direct  our  pupils  along  such  lines  of  effort  as  will  prove 
most  profitable  to  them  in  the  future.  The  success  or  failure  of 
our  system  is  to  he  determined  by  the  results  achieved. 

We  commenced  our  instruction  with  a course  of  literary  studies 
suited  to  the  capacity  and  condition  of  our  pupils.  It  was  not  long, 
however,  before  we  purchased  a sewing-machine  and  partially  or- 
ganized an  industrial  department  for  the  girls,  and  two  months 
later  we  commenced  giving  some  instruction  in  vocal  and  instru- 
mental music. 

girls’  work  department. 

During  the  first  week  of  last  November  Miss  Maranda  Benson 
was  employed  to  give  the  girls  instruction  in  this  branch  of  work. 
She  has  not  only  faithfully  discharged  her  duties  in  this  depart- 
ment, but  since  her  connection  with  the  institution  she  has  also 
taught  the  younger  pupils  reading.  She  is  zealous  and  persevering, 
and,  being  herself  blind  and  an  adept  in  her  line  of  work,  she  is  an 
inspiration  to  her  pupils.  They  have  made  rapid  and  satisfactory 
progress  under  her  instruction. 

The  girls  have  been  taught  to  sew,  both  by  hand  and  machine, 
crochet,  knit  and  make  a variety  of  articles  of  fancy  work.  Some 
of  the  girls  had  never  attempted  to  use  a sewing-machine  before, 
and  those  who  had,  knew  comparatively  little  about  manipulating 
it.  They  are  nearly  all  doing  very  creditable  work  on  the  machine 
now.  The  girls  spend  two  hours  each  school  day  in  this  depart- 
ment, and  when  they  are  at  work  the  room  is  a scene  of  industry. 
Since  this  work  was  begun  the  girls  have  hemmed  9 roller-towels, 
30  small  towels,  6 table  covers,  24  napkins  for  pupils,  and  have  made 
10  pillow-cases,  2 pair  wheel  mats,  1 pair  moss  mats,  1 pair  chain 
mats,  1 pair  slippers,  1 pair  baby  boots,  3 yards  lace,  1 cape,  2 pieces 
of  small  lace,  7 ]iieces  of  bead  work  and  1 child’s  skirt. 

Considering  the  limited  number  of  pupils  employed,  the  time 
required  to  make  the  necessary  preparation  for  the  work  and  the 
disadvantage  under  which  the  pupils  have  labored,  this  is  certainly  a 
creditable  exhibit.  Nearly  all  this  work  has  been  done  in  one  of 
the  girls’  dormitories,  which  each  day  had  to  be  converted  into  a 
work-room. 
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MUSIC. 

During  the  early  part  of  January  last  Mr.  D.  D.  Ezechields, 
who  came  to  us  well  recommended,  was  employed  to  give  instruc- 
tion in  music.  Since  then,  lessons  have  been  regularly  given  the 
pupils  on  the  piano  and  in  vocal  exercises.  Three  hours,  on  Mon- 
day, Wednesday  and  Friday  of  each  week  are  devoted  to  such  in- 
struction. Our  pupils  take  a deep  interest  in  music,  and  they  have 
made  commendable  advancement  in  the  art  since  the  instruction  in 
it  was  begun. 

We  are,  indeed,  gratified  and  encouraged  with  the  favorable 
beginning  which  has  been  made  in  this,  as  well  as  in  every  other 
branch  of  our  institution  work. 

MORAL  INSTRUCTION. 

Careful  attention  is  given  to  the  moral  training  of  our  pupils, 
but  it  is  always  strictly  non-sectarian.  The  Bible  is  our  code  of 
ethical  instruction.  It  is  read  every  morning  as  a part  of  our  de- 
votional exercises  ; but  nothing  is  said  or  done  at  any  time  to  give 
a sectarian  bias  to  the  mind  of  any  one. 

We  do  not  deem  it  always  necessary  to  define  moral  instruction, 
or  restrict  it  to  a certain  class  or  to  a prescribed  place,  day  or  hour, 
to  make  it  effectual  ; but,  in  an  institution  such  as  this,  a high 
moral  tone  should  be  maintained  in  every  department,  and  the 
pupils  should  draw  in  morality  and  a sense  of  right  conduct  as  they 
inspire  air,  without  noticing  it. 

HOW  THE  TIME  IS  OCCUPIED. 

Although  the  institution  is  not  supplied  with  all  the  appliances 
and  apparatus  that  we  hope  to  have  later,  and  we  have  not  been 
able  to  introduce  all  the  branches  of  study  and  handicraft,  that  we 
expect  to  teach  when  we  have  better  facilities  and  can  employ  more 
teachers,  yet  we  have  managed  to  keep  our  pupils  well  occupied. 

The  time  is  judiciously  divided,  a reasonable  portion  being 
devoted  to  study,  recitation,  practice  in  music  and  recreation.  Each 
day  is  full  of  work  ; even  the  hours  set  apart  for  recreation  are 
mostly  occupied  in  pleasant  discussion  and  interchange  of  thought 
on  the  subjects  of  the  studies  pursued.  Our  pupils  are  kept  inter- 
ested in  their  studies  and  other  employments,  and  have  little  time 
for  idleness,  and  hence,  we  have  had  little  difficulty  in  the  matter 
of  discipline. 
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HEALTH. 

The  general  health  of  the  school,  I am  glad  to  say,  has  been 
very  good.  Although  la  grippe  and  other  diseases,  some  of  which 
were  contagious,  prevailed,  and  were  ’almost  epidemic  among  the 
children  in  this  city  last  winter  and  during  the  early  part  of  the 
spring,  we  had  only  one  case  of  sickness  that  caused  us  any  anxiety 
among  our  pupils.  In  the  early  part  of  last  March,  Emma  Cravan, 
the  smallest  girl  in  the  school,  was  prostrated  with  symptoms  of 
typhoid  fever.  We  called  in  Dr.  N.  Vi.  Brown  to  take  charge  of 
the  case.  By  prompt  and  judicious  treatment  and  good  nursing, 
in  due  time,  she  was  restored  to  her  usual  health  again  and  resumed 
her  place  in  her  classes. 

EMBOSSED  BOOKS. 

Before  coming  to  the  city  to  enter  upon  my  duties  as  Superin- 
tendent of  this  institution,  I visited  the  American  Printing  House 
for  the  Blind,  located  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  through  the  kind- 
ness of  Mr.  B.  B.  Huntoon,  the  SujDerintendent  of  that  establish- 
ment, was  enabled  to  procure,  without  cost,  cards  and  embossed 
books  for  our  use  to  the  value  of  $280.35.  The  kindness  of  Mr. 
Huntoon  in  this  regard  is  fully  ajipreciated  by  all  connected  with 
our  school.  These  books  are  valuable  to  us  and  have  been  put  to 
good  use  by  our  pupils.  Of  course  they  have  been  charged  to  the 
institution,  but  they  will  be  paid  for  by  the  future  quotas  due 
this  institution,  of  a fund  provided  by  an  Act  of  Congress  ap- 
proved March  3,  1879,  entitled  “An  act  to  promote  the  education 
of  the  Blind/’ 

We  have  also  received  from  the  same  printing  house  six  copies 
of  “ Stalker’s  Life  of  Christ/’  which  have  been  sent  us  free  by  a 
society  organized  for  the  purpose  of  “ Providing  Evangelical  Re- 
ligious Literature  for  the  Blind.”  The  affairs  of  this  society  are 
wisely  managed  by  Mr.  H.  N.  Hall,  Superintendent  of  the  Blind 
Men’s  Work  Home  in  Philadelphia. 

DOMESTIC  DEPARTMENT. 

The  domestic  department  of  the  institution  has  been  well 
managed.  The  building  throughout  has  been  kept  clean  and  in 
excellent  order,  and  every  reasonable  provision  has  been  made  for 
the  comfort  of  the  pupils.  An  abundance  of  good,  wholesome 
food  has  been  supplied.  It  lias  always  been  well  q>repared  and 
varied  in  a manner  conducive  to  good  health.  Every  precaution  of 
cleanliness  and  diet  has  been  taken  to  secure  safety  from  disease. 


<1 


Soon  after  the  opening  of  the  school,  Miss  A.  J.  Loomis,  who 
has  had  a number  of  years  experience  in  caring  for  and  managing 
blind  children,  was  employed  as  governess  for  the  girls,  and  to 
assist  in  conducting  the  domestic  department  of  the  estab- 
lishment. Besides  having  charge  of  the  girls  outside  of  school 
hours,  she  has  the  oversight  of  all  the  pupils’  clothing,  the  linens 
of  the  house,  the  dormitories  and  dining  room.  She  is  devoted  to 
her  work  and  her  services  are  valuable. 

THE  BUILDING. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  select  a 
more  suitable  building  for  the  temporary  home  of  the  school  than 
the  one  we  are  occupying.  In  many  respects  this  structure 
seems  peculiarly  suited  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  secured. 
The  spacious  halls,  extending  through  the  center  of  the  house  on 
the  three  floors,  the  wide  and  easy  stair-ways,  the  high  ceilings,  the 
large  and  airy  rooms  on  both  sides  of  the  halls,  the  kitchen,  laun- 
dry and  other  appointments,  are  all  especially  desirable  in  an  insti- 
tution of  this  kind.  By  a little  planning,  we  were  enabled  to  ar- 
range for  an  office,  reception  room,  dining  room,  sitting  room  for 
pupils,  school  rooms,  dormitories  and  private  apartments  for  officers 
and  teachers. 

REPAIRS. 

Last  fall  the  system  of  plumbing  work  on  the  left  side  of  the 
building,  which  had  been  very  imperfectly  constructed,  and  was 
injurious  to  the  health  of  the  school,  was  completely  overhauled. 
All  the  old  pipes  and  appliances,  from  the  connection  with  the  city 
sewerage  in  the  basement  to  the  top  of  the  house,  were  removed 
and  new  ones  put  in  place.  The  main  soil  pipe  was  extended  above 
the  roof  of  the  building,  and  all  the  traps  of  the  closets  and  bath- 
tubs ventilated  into  it,  thus  securing  complete  ventilation  of  the 
whole  system.  A bath-room  for  the  use  of  the  boys  was  fitted  up 
on  the  third  floor. 

A spiral  fire-escape  has  been  built  on  the  east  side  of  the  house. 
It  can  be  easily  reached  from  windows  in  the  second  and  third 
stories,  and  furnishes  a pretty  sure  and  safe  means  of  escape  in  case 
of  fire. 

An  iron  fence,  similar  in  pattern  and  material  to  the  one  along 
the  front  line  of  the  yard,  has  been  built  from  the  corner  of  the 
premises  on  Forty  second  street  to  the  bay-window  on  Irwin  street, 
a distance  of  48  feet,  from  thence  to  the  north  corner  of  the  lot  a 
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dressed  board  fence  six  feet  high  has  been  built  and  painted,  and 
from  that  point  to  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  lot  a rough  board 
fence  seven  feet  high  has  been  put  up. 

These  repairs  were  deemed  necessary  to  put  the  building  in 
proper  condition  for  institution  purposes  and  protect  the  property. 

CONCLUSION. 

Before  closing  this  report,  permit  me,  gentlemen,  to  express 
to  you  my  appreciation  of  the  deep  interest  which  you  have  always 
manifested  in  this  work,  and  to  sincerely  thank  you  for  the  gener- 
ous support  and  kind  co-operation  which  you  have  been  pleased  to 
give  me.  And  in  this  connection  I desire  especially  to  acknowl- 
edge my  obligations  and  tender  my  sincere  thanks  to  your  Secre- 
tary, Mr.  Percy  F.  Smith,  for  words  of  encouragement,  kind  coun- 
sel and  the  valuable  aid  he  has  willingly  and  cheerfully  rendered 
me  ever  since  the  institution  was  opened. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

H.  B.  Jacobs, 

Superintendent. 
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JVcTmo  uiljetlgmeixts. 

It  is  a pleasant  duty  to  express  in  this  Keport  our  heartfelt 
thanks  and  greatful  acknowledgments  to  the  following  persons  for 
their  kind  consideration  and  valuable  donations  to  the  supplies  of 
the  institution  : 

To  Mrs.  J.  P.  Irwin,  for  a large  quantity  of  valuable  furniture, 
including  a handsome  parlor  set,  a Grand  Steinway  Piano,  hand- 
some bureaus  and  mirrors,  beds  and  bedding,  a large  quantity  of 
Brussels  carpet,  wardrobes,  tables,  chairs  and  a variety  of  smaller 
articles. 

To  the  same  for  a large  number  of  valuable  hooks,  which,  in 
themselves,  make  a creditable  library  for  the  school. 

To  Mr.  Percy  F Smith,  for  a handsome  Estey  Cabinet  Organ 
which  our  pupils  have  put  to  good  use,  and  which  is  a source  of 
much  pleasure  to  them. 

To  Messrs.  Hardy  & Hayes,  jewelers;  for  an  excellent  eight- 
day  clock,  which  is  appreciated  as  an  article  of  furniture,  for,  from 
its  position  in  the  lower  hall,  its  strike  is  heard  all  over  the  house. 

To  Messrs.  A.  J.  Logan  & Co.,  for  one  pupils5  bed,  complete. 

To  Mr  II.  Carter,  for  a deduction  of  $25.00  from  the  price  of 
a New  Home  Sewing  Machine,  purchased  of  him  for  the  use  of  the 
school. 

We  would  also  express  our  sincere  thanks  to  the  editors  and 
publishers  of  the  Pittsburg  Leader,  the  Chronicle  Telegraph,  the 
Presbyterian  Banner,  and  the  School  Review,  for  their  kindness  in 
sending  their  publications  gratuitously,  which  are  always  cordially 
welcomed  and  read  with  interest.  Extracts  are  marked  and  read  to 
our  pupils. 
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©ataloQue  of  ^xtputs. 


No. 

Name. 

When  Admitted. 

Residence. 

1. 

William  H.  Long, 

Oct.  15,  1890, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

2,  . 

Charles  F.  Arnd, 

Oct.  15,  1890, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

3. 

Maud  Hays, 

Oct.  15,  1890 

Allegheny  City,  Pa. 

4. 

Anora  Brown, 

Oct.  15,  1890, 

Allegheny  City,  Pa. 

5. 

Grace  E.  Marker, 

Oct.  15,  1890, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

6. 

Lucy  M.  Borlin, 

Oct.  15,  1890, 

Braddock,  Pa. 

7. 

Theresa  Kelly, 

Oct.  16,  1890, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

8. 

Thomas  H.  J.  Little, 

Oct.  16,  1890, 

Uniontown,  Pa. 

9. 

Frank  Gaston, 

Oct.  16,  1890, 

New  Castle,  Pa. 

10. 

John  11.  Jennings, 

Oct.  16,  1890, 

Greensburg,  Pa. 

11. 

Emma  H.  Cravan, 

Oct.  16,  1890, 

Duff’s  P.  O.,  Pa. 

12. 

Walter  P.  Gordon, 

Oct.  20,  1890, 

Braddock,  Pa. 

13. 

Thomas  A.  Shuck, 

Nov.  3,  1890, 

Glenshaw,  Pa. 

14. 

Amanda  B.  1).  Bay, 

Nov.  11,  1890, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

15. 

Jean  Cowan, 

Dec.  4,  1890, 

Delaney,  Pa. 

16. 

Charles  Irving, 

Dec.  8,  1890, 

Burgettstown,  Pa. 

17. 

Anna  Webb, 

Dec.  15,  1890, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

18. 

Samuel  W.  Anderson, 

Jan.  19,  1891. 

Braddock,  Pa.. 

19. 

Margaret  Stivason, 

April  1,1891, 

Kittanning,  Pa. 

20. 

Joseph  C.  Fretton, 

April  28, 1891, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

21. 

Mary  A.  Nichols, 

Apr  i 1.30, 1891, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 
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gg-iLaius 

OF  THE 

WLc&tcxn  |^cnnsi)ltmnia  gnslitutijon  Lou  tho  Ipind. 


Made  and  adopted  by  the  members  of  the  Corporation,  at  a 
general  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  and  held  March  17th,  1887, 
with  such  amendments  as  have  been  made  at  various  meetings  of 
the  Corporation,  including  the  annual  meeting  held  May  14th, 
1888,  and  at  the  Directors’  meetings. 

BUSINESS. 

1.  The  business  of  this  Corporation  shall  be  managed  and 
conducted  by  a President,  two  Vice  - Presidents,  a Board  of  Di- 
rectors, a Clerk  or  Secretary,  a Treasurer,,  and  such  other  Officers, 
Agents  and  Committees  as  may  be  appointed  from  time  to  time  by 
the  Directors. 

DIRECTORS. 

2.  The  Directors  shall  be  chosen  annually  by  the  members  of 
the  Corporation,  and  shall  hold  their  office  until  others  are  chosen 
and  qualified  in  their  stead. 

The  Directors  shall  be  divided  into  three  classes,  and  three  of 1 
them  shall  be  elected  for  a term  of  one  year,  three  for  a term  of 
two  years,  and  three  for  a term  of  three  years,  respectively,  and  at 
all  ensuing  elections  of  said  corporation,  the  corporators  shall  only 
elect  the  number  of  Directors  necessary  to  take  the  place  of  these 
whose  term  of  office  shall  then  expire,  and  such  Directors  shall  then 
all  be  chosen  for  a term  of  three  years,  and  By-Law  shall  be  amended 
accordingly. 

ANNUAL  MEETING. 

3.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  for  the  election 
of  Directors,  and  the  transaction  of  other  business,  shall  be  held 
on  the  first  Monday  of  May  in  each  year  succeeding  the  present,  at 
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the  City  of  Pittsburgh.  General  meetings  of  the  members  of  the 
Corporation  may  be  called  by  the  Directors  whenever  necessary. 
Notice  of  all  annual  meetings  shall  be  published  in  one  newspaper, 
at  the  City  of  Pittsburgh,  at  least  five  days  prior  to  any  such 
meeting. 

SECRETARY. 

4.  The  Clerk  or  Secretary  shall  record  all  the  voters  of  the 
Corporation,  and  the  minutes  of  its  transactions,  in  a book  to  be 
kept  for  that  purpose. 

TREASURER. 

5.  The  Treasurer  shall  give  bond  in  the  sum  of  $5,000,  with 
such  sure  securities  as  the  Directors  may  require  for  the  faithful 
discharge  of  his  duties  ; and  he  shall  keep  the  moneys  of  the 
Corporation  in  a separate  account,  and  shall  report  to  the  Directors 
whenever  required,  and  pay  all  warrants  drawn  by  the  Executive 
Committee. 

PRESIDENT. 

6.  The  President,  or  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  shall  preside 
at  all  meetings  of  the  Directors,  and  at  meetings  of  the  members 
of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  have  and  exercise  all  the  powers 
which  ordinarily  belong  to  the  presiding  officer  of  representative 
bodies. 

QUORUM. 

7.  A majority  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation  who  are 
present  at  any  regularly  called  meeting,  shall  be  competent  to 
transact  business.  Members  may  attend  in  person  or  by  proxy. 

POWER  OF  DIRECTORS. 

8.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  fill  all  vacancies  which 
may  hajipen  by  death,  resignation  or  otherwise. 

9.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  make  and  enforce  all 
such  rules  and  orders  as  they  may  deem  reasonable  or  necessary  for 
the  management  of  the  affairs  and  business  of  the  Corporation, 
and  for  the  government  of  its  agents  and  employes. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

10.  In  addition  to  the  Corporators  named  in  the  Charter,  menr 
bers  may  be  admitted  by  the  Corporators  upon  the  following  terms  : 
Contributors  of  sums  of  money  or  other  property  to  the  value  of 
$500,  may  be  elected  to  life  membership  ; and  annual  contributors 
of  not  less  than  $50,  may  he  elected  to  membership,  but  in  the 
latter  case  such  membership  shall  determine  upon  default  of  such 
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annual  contribution.  All  members  of  the  Corporation  shall,  during 
the  period  of  their  membership,  be  entitled  to  vote  at  all  general 
meetings  of  the  Corporation. 


11.  The  President  shall,  at  the  organization  of  the  Board  each 
year,  appoint  an  Executive  Committee,  consisting  of  three  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Directors,  who  shall  examine  and  approve  all 
bills,  and  when  found  in  order,  issue  warrants  for  the  payment  of 
the  same  by  the  Treasurer.  All  bills  must  be  approved  by  the 
Executive  Committee,  and  every  warrant  shall  be  drawn  by  the 
Treasurer,  and  countersigned  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive 
Committee. 

12.  The  President  shall  appoint  an  Auditing  Committee  of 
three  members,  who  shall  annually  audit  the  accounts  of  the  Sec- 
retary, Treasurer,  or  other  officers,  and  make  report  thereof  to  th 
Board  of  Directors,  and  also  the  Corporators. 


13.  These  By-Laws  may  be  altered  or  amended  by  a two-thirds 
vote  at  any  regular  meeting  of  the  Directors,  provided  due  notice 
has  been  given  at  a previous  meeting,  and  not  otherwise. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 


AMENDMENTS. 


< 
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Fifth  Annual  Report 


of  THE 


DIRECTORS 


"OF  THE" 


VyBsterij  Penij’a  Institution  for  the  Bliqd, 


PRESENTED  TO  THE  CORPORATORS 


AT  THEIR 


yiqnual  Meetiqg,  May  2d,  lB92r 


PITTSBURGH,  BA. 


INC  CO- 


Board  of  Corporators. 

(charter  members.) 

MORRIS  H.  DANZIGER, 
♦WILLIAM  THAW, 

OLIVER  P.  SCAIFE, 

REV.  E.  P.  COWAN,  D.  D., 
HON.  THOS.  EWING, 

L.  H.  HARRIS,  M.  D., 

REV.  J.  T.  M’CRORY, 
CHARLES  J.  CLARKE, 

REV.  JOHN  G.  BROWN,  D.  D., 
W.  H.  WINSLOW,  M.  D., 
SAMUEL  S.  BROWN, 

C.  F.  DEAN, 

♦JOHN  R.  M’CUNE. 

(members  by  subscription  of  $500.00.) 

CHARLES  LOCKART,  HENRY  PHIPPS,  Jr., 

A.  GARRISON,  JOS.  HORNE, 

J.  M.  SCHOONMAKER,  MRS.  MARY  IRWIN, 

MRS.  MARY  E.  SCHENLEY. 


A.  M.  MARSHALL, 

WM.  A.  HERRON, 

H.  K.  PORTER. 

JOHN  A.  WOOD, 

HENRY  HOLDSHIP, 

REV.  E.  R.  DONEHOO, 

B.  F.  LONG, 

JOHN  H.  RICKETSON, 

J.  A.  LIPPINCOTT,  M.  D., 
JOHN  W.  CHALFANT, 

A.  M.  BROWN, 

GEORGE  W.  DILWORTH, 


Directors. 


A.  M.  MARSHALL,  REV.  JOHN  G.  BROWN,  D.  D., 

WM.  A.  HERRON,  PERCY  F.  SMITH, 

GEORGE  W.  DILWORTH,  BENJ.  THAW, 

H.  K.  PORTER,  O.  M.  EDWARDS, 

J.  M.  SCHOONMAKER. 


Officers. 


A.  M.  MARSHALL, 

WM.  A.  HERRON,  - 
REV.  JOHN  G.  BROWN,  D.  D., 
PERCY  F.  SMITH,  - 
-C.  F.  DEAN, 


President. 

First  Vice-President. 
Second  Vice-President. 
Secretary. 

Treasurer. 


Executive  Corr\rr\ittee. 

WM.  A.  HERRON, 
GEORGE  W.  DILWORTH, 

H.  K.  PORTER. 


Counsellor. 

A.  M.  BROWN,  ESQ. 134  FIFTH  AVENUE. 


♦Deceased. 


^roceedhxgs  of  the  Incorporators 

AT  THEIR 

^nmml  ipjeetitig,  Ipaij  2 A,  1892. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Incorporators  of  the  W estern 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind,  was  held  to-day  at 
2 p.  m. , in  the  school  building,  Ho.  333  Forty-second  street. 

Present,  Messrs.  A.  M.  Marshall,  Geo.  W.  Dilworth, 
"W.  A.  Herron,  Rev.  Dr.  John  G.  Brown,  D.  D.,  C.  F.  Dean, 
P.  F.  Smith  and  O.  M.  Edwards. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  G.  Brown,  D.  D. 

The  Secretary  said  the  required  legal  notice  had  been 
inserted  in  the  Commercial  Gazette , and  that  circular  notices 
had  been  sent  to  all  of  the  Incorporators  and  Life  Members. 

The  reports  of  the  President,  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
were  read,  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  filed. 

Similar  action  was  taken  on  the  report  of  the  Superin- 
tendent. 

Messrs.  Dilworth,  Herron  and  Edwards  were  appointed 
to  audit  the  report  of  the  Treasurer. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Herron,  the  Secretary  was  authorized 
to  have  five  hundred  copies  of  the  annual  reports  printed. 

The  Superintendent  was  requested  to  prepare  a para- 
graph as  to  the  object  of  the  school,  to  be  added  to  the 
report  of  President  Marshall. 

The  election  of  Directors  was  then  proceeded  with, 
Messrs.  Dean  and  Edwards  acting  as  judges. 
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The  Secretary  submitted  the  proxies  of  Judge  Thos. 
Ewing,  A.  Garrison,  Messrs.  Spang,  Chalfant  & Company 
S.  S.  Brown,  Henry  Phipps,  Jr.,  J.  M.  Schoonmaker,  A_ 
M.  Brown,  Chas.  J.  Clarke  and  Chas.  Lockhart. 

The  judges  of  election  reported  that  16  ballots  had  beent 
cast  for  Messrs.  Benj.  Thaw,  O.  M.  Edwards  and  Percy  F. 
Smith  for  Directors  for  the  term  of  three  years,  and  they 
were  declared  elected. 

The  President  gave  notice  that  the  Board  would  meet, 
for  organization  on  Friday,  May  13th,  1892. 

Adjourned. 

Percy  F.  Smith, 

Secretary  _ 
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Report  of  the  president. 


To  the  Incorporators  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution 

for  the  Blind : 

Gentlemen. — I beg  leave  to  present  to  you  my  annual 
report  for  the  year  ending  May  2d,  1892. 

At  our  last  annual  meeting  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the 
Incorporators  to  elect  as  Life  Members  Messrs.  Jos.  Horne, 
A.  Garrison  and  J.  M.  Schoonmaker,  Mrs.  Mary  Irwin  and 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  Schenley,  by  reason  of  gifts  of  money  or  other 
valuables  to  the  amount  of  $500,  or  more.  It  is  to  be  hoped, 
now  that  a permanent  building  is  to  be  erected,  that  the 
Hoard  will  have  the  pleasure  of  electing  a large  number  of 
additional  Life  Members,  whose  subscriptions  will  be  required 
to  complete  the  new  building. 

The  deed  of  Mrs.  Schenley,  for  the  site  of  our  Institu- 
tion, was  formally  presented  at  your  last  annual  meeting  and 
it  is  expected  that  in  a little  while  work  will  be  begun  on 
the  foundations  for  the  new  building. 

It  is  a pleasure  to  note  that  the  Legislature  in  consider- 
ing our  application  for  an  appropriation,  warmly  commended 
the  management  of  our  Institution. 

The  school  was  opened  in  September  last  with  20  pupils 
and  is  now  up  to  its  full  capacity  for  girls  and  with  limited 
accommodations  for  only  a few  more  boys,  so  that  the  erec- 
tion of  the  new  building  must  be  proceeded  with. 

The  Building  Committee  was  appointed  on  September 
11th,  consisting  of  Messrs.  H.  K.  Porter,  J.  M.  Schoon- 
maker, Benj.  Thaw,  A.  M.  Marshall,  Rev.  Dr.  J.  G. 
Brown,  ¥m.  A.  Herron  and  Percy  F.  Smith.  On  February 
23d,  when  the  plans  for  the  new  building  were  practically 
approved,  Mr.  Porter  resigned  the  Chairmanship  of  the  com- 
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mittee  on  account  of  a year’s  absence  from  the  city.  Mr. 
Schoonmaker  was  chosen  Chairman  and  Mr.  O.  M.  Edwards 
was  added  to  the  committee  until  the  return  of  Mr.  Porter. 
Full  explanation  of  the  plans  for  the  new  building  xvill  he 
furnished  by  the  Building  Committee. 

The  Committee  on  Subscriptions,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Geo.  W.  Dilworth,  C.  F.  Dean,  Percy  F.  Smith  and  the 
President,  was  appointed  February  26th,  with  instructions 
to  secure  $40,000,  in  addition  to  what  we  now  have  in  the 
treasury,  the  estimated  cost  of  the  new  building  being  from 
$120,000  to  $130,000.  It  was  decided  that  of  this  $40,- 
000  no  subscription  should  be  binding  until  $20,000  is  sub- 
scribed for,  and  that  the  subscriber  shall  have  the  option  of 
paying  it  in  at  any  time  during  ,the  year  from  the  date  of 
subscription. 

Immediately  after  the  adjournment  of  the  meeting  of 
February  26th  one  of  the  Incorporators  tendered  the  Subscrip- 
tion Committee  $1,000  in  addition  to  Avhat  he  had  already 
subscribed,  and  other  gentlemen  signified  their  intention  of 
adding  to  their  subscriptions.  It  is  believed  that  the  addi- 
tional money  required  to  erect  handsome  and  complete 
buildings  will  be  forth-coming  as  the  Building  Committee  may 
require  it,  and  it  is  hoped  by  your  President  that  Western 
Pennsylvania  will  soon  have  one  of  the  finest  buildings  of  the 
kind  and  the  best  school  in  America. 

This  institution  has  been  established  for  the  special  ben- 
efit of  the  blind  youth  of  the  western  part  of  our  state.  It 
furnishes  the  means  for  obtaining  an  education  to  an  un- 
fortunate class  who  especially  need  our  commiseration  and 
help  Many  of  them,  without  the  advantage  of  a 
school  of  this  kind,  would  no  doubt  grow  up  in  ignorance. 
Here  they  receive  careful  mental,  moral  and  physical  training* 
and  are  fitted  for  lives  of  activity  and  usefulness,  and  thus 
the  burden  of  their  affliction  is,  in  a great  degree,  mitigated. 

As  there  is  an  institution  of  a similar  character  located 
at  Philadelphia,  our  policy  has  been  to  refuse  applicants  from 
the  eastern  part  of  the  state.  We  have  only  departed  from 
this  course  twice — once  upon  the  earnest  solicitation  of 
members  of  the  General  Assembly  and  once  upon  the  request 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  State  Charities  and  others. 
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These  intercessions  were  made  in  behalf  of  two  boys  who  had 
been  refused  readmission  to  the  school  at  Philadelphia.  I 
am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  they  are  doing  reasonably 
well  under  our  management. 

Pull  details  of  the  finances  and  of  the  operations  of  the 
school  will  be  set  forth  in  the  reports  of  the  Secretary, 
Treasurer  and  Superintendent. 

Kespectfully  yours, 

A.  M.  Marshall, 

President. 


8 


fjfeport  of  fixe  Secretary. 


To  the  Incorporators  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  the  Blind : 

Gentlemen. — The  report  of  the  Secretary  for  the  year 
ending  May  2,  1892,  is  as  follows: 

At  the  last  annual  meeting  the  Board  of  Directors  was 
classified,  so  that  the  terms  of  office  of  three  would  expire 
annually,  this  having  been  done  at  the  suggestion  of  Mrs. 
Mary  E.  Schenley.  The  Directors  elected  for  one  year  were 
O.  M.  Edwards,  Benjamin  Thaw  and  Percy  F.  Smith,  who 
are  presented  to-day  for  re-election  for  three  years.  The 
old  officers  were  all  re  elected. 

Five  hundred  copies  of  the  Annual  Report  were  printed 
and  generally  circulated. 

The  total  appropriation  by  the  Legislature  for  1891  and 
1892  amounted  to  $27,500. 

During  the  year  $272.40  worth  of  books  was  furnished 
by  the  Louisville  Publishing  House,  making  a total  of  $552.75 
in  books  received  without  cost  to  this  Institution,  since  its 
opening. 

The  Legislature  reimbursed  the  Board  of  Directors  for 
all  expenses  attendant  upon  opening  the  school  in  the  latter 
part  of  1890,  the  sum  thus  received  amounting  to  $4,649.43. 

During  the  year  Mrs.  Mary  Irwin  presented  the  Insti- 
tution with  $100;  the  Executor  of  John  P.  Scott,  $100; 
Dr.  E.  O.  Anderson,  of  Braddock,  $50;  0.  M.  Edwards, 
$50;  Mrs.  W.  E.  Lincoln  furnished  the  Institution  with  a 
piano,  and  William  G.  Park,  Esq.,  paid  into  the  treasury  the 
sum  of  $5,120,  the  bequest  of  the  late  Captain  R.  C.  Gray. 
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There  is  available  for  building  purposes,  including  the 
property  on  Forty-second  street,  about  $75,000,  and  it  is 
expected  this  sum  will  be  increased  to  over  $100,000. 

The  Executive  Committee  has  met  twice  a month  during 
the  year,  and  the  Board  quarterly,  and  whenever  called  for 
special  meetings. 

The  real  work  of  the  Board,  however,  will  commence 
in  a few  weeks,  when  active  operations  'will  be  begun  in  the 
erection  of  the  new  buildings  at  Bellefield. 

A considerable  amount  of  the  work  of  the  Institution 
will  be  more  fully  referred  in  the  reports  of  the  Treasurer 
and  Superintendent. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Percy  F.  Smith, 

Secretary. 
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Treasurer's  Report. 


Fifth  Annual  Report  of  C.  F.  Dean,  Treasurer 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind: 

“Permanent  Fund.” 

1891. 

May  1.  Balance  on  hand  “ Permanent  Fund,” 

Received  Interest,  “ “ (Sche- 
dule “A”) .». $3,092  55 

Received  Subscriptions  “Permanent  Fund” 

(Schedule  “B” 5,371  00 

Received  from  Mortgages  (Principal)  “Per- 
manent Fund” 23,000  00 

Received  from  State  Treasurer,  “ Perman- 
ent Fund  (Reimbursement) 8,622  19 

Contribution  to  Current  Expenses 


Disbursements. 

Investment  Fund.  (Bonds  bought) $3,044  00 

Amount  advanced  on  account  of  Current 

1892.  Expenses  (Schedule  “C” 7,252  48 

May  1.  Balance  on  hand 


Schedule  “A.” 

Interest  received  from  Union  Nat.  Bank....$  405  00 


“ “ “ Collateral  Loan 1,200  00 

“ “ “ Wilkinsburg  School 

Bonds 48  00 

Interest  received  from  Mortgages 1 ,439  55 


Western 


$3,070  52: 


40,085  74r 
100  00’ 
$43,256  26 


$10,296  48 
32,959  78 
$43,256  26 


$3,092  55- 
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Schedule  “B.” 


Subscriptions  paid: — 


A.  P.  Burchfiold.. 

Mary  C.  Irwin 

E.  0.  Anderson.... 
Estate  of  Capt.  R. 
O.  M.  Edwards 

C.  Gray 

$ 50  00 

100  00 

50  00 

5,121  00 

50  00 

$5,371  00 

Schedule  “C.” 

Salaries 

Supplies 

Printing 

Repairs 

Sundry  Expenses. 

$3,065  58 

1,253  94 

124  20 

418  15 

2,390  61 

7,252  48- 

The  undersigned  committee  appointed  to  examine  the 
above  account  of  C.  F.  Fean,  Treasurer,  hereby  certify  that 
they  have  made  such  examination,  and  have  found  the  said 
account  to  be  correct. 

W.  A.  Hereon, 

O.  M.  Edwards, 

Committee. 


Pittsburgh,  August  1,  1892. 


\ 
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Subscriptions  to  gate. 


Estate  of  Jane  Holmes,  - - $40,000 

M.  J.  Marshall,  Trustee,-  - - 10,000 

Estate  of  K.  C.  Gray,  - - 5,121 

Estate  of  ¥m.  Thaw,  - - - 5,000 

Estate  of  Jane  Holmes,  - - 5,000 

Jos.  Horne,  ....  500 

A.  Garrison,  - 500 

J.  M.  Schoonmaker,  - - - 500 

W.  K.  Gillespie,  - - - 25 

W.  E.  Schmertz,  - - - 100 

J.  D.  Scully,  - 10 

G.  B.  Logan,  - - - - 25 

W.  M.  McKelvy,  - - - 50 

J.  E.  Schwartz,  - - - 250 

W.  II.  Winslow,  - - • 50 

P.  Duff  & Son,  ....  50 

Samuel  Hamilton,  - - - - 250 

Thomas  M.  Armstrong,  - - - 250 

P.  C.  Knox,  - - - - - y 00 

G.  W.  Dil worth,  - - - - 250 

Lawrence  Dil  worth,  - - - - 250 

C.  F.  Dean,  - - - - 100 

John  Caldwell,  - - - 50 

O.  M.  Edwards,  - 50 

E.  O.  Anderson,  - - - 50 

Mary  C.  Irwin,  - - - . 100 

A.  P.  Burchfield,  - - - - 50 

Mellor  & Hoene,  - 100 

Spang,  Chalfant  & Co  , - - - 500 

C.  B.  Shea,  ....  100 

D.  Bushnell,  .....  500 

C.  W.  Batchelor,  - - 100 

W.  A.  Herron,  - - - 100 

J.  W.  Arrott,  - - - - 100 

Schaul  & Bonk,  ...  .5 

G.  S.  Schwaub  & Bro.,  - • - 25 

Matilda  W.  Denny,  - - - 250 


00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 
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C.  R.  Dilworth, 

100 

00 

J.  R.  Dilworth, 

- 100 

00 

O.  K.  Stevenson, 

100 

00 

J.  Porterfield, 

- 100 

00 

Dr.  J.  A.  Lippincott, 

250 

00 

R.  K.  Wilson, 

- 100 

00 

Wolff,  Lane  & Co., 

100 

00 

Chas.  Lockhart, 

- 500 

00 

T.  H.  Given, 

25 

00 

H.  K.  Porter,  - 

- 500 

00 

H.  Holdship, 

500 

00 

L.  Irwin, 

15 

00 

Alexander  Bradley, 

250 

00 

S.  S.  Marvin,  - 

- 100 

00 

R.  Miller,  Jr. , 

100 

00 

Charles  Paine,  - 

50 

00 

W.  D.  Wood, 

250 

00 

M.  H.  Danziger, 

- 250 

00 

A.  Kirkpatrick  & Co., 

25 

00 

A.  M.  Brown, 

- 250 

00 

H.  Phipps,  Jr., 

500 

00 

C.  E.  Rurasey, 

50 

00 

A.  M.  Marshall, 

500 

00 
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ffteport  of  iBuildiug  Coramittcc. 


To  the  Incorporators  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  the  Blind: 

Gentlemen: — I beg  to  report  on  behalf  of  the  Building 
'Committee  that,  after  six  months  careful  consideration  of 
various  plans  and  suggestions  as  to  the  construction  of  the 
proposed  new  building  to  be  erected  on  the  magnificent  lot 
donated  by  Mrs.  Schenley,  they  have  finally  unanimously 
adopted  a plan  submitted  by  Architect  George  L.  Orth,  the 
plans  and  specifications  for  which  we  trusted  to  submit  to  day, 
but  a recent  change  made  a complete  new  set  of  plans  neces  • 
sary  with  new  specifications,  both  of  which  will  be  ready  for 
estimates  for  construction  within  a few  days.  Every  detail 
of  the  proposed  building  has  been  most  carefully  considered 
by  Professor  Jacobs,  whose  experience  in  constructing  and 
altering  similar  institutions,  has  been  invaluable  to  us.  We 
feel  well  repaid  for  our  efforts  in  having  his  expressed  opinion 
that  if  our  means  permit  the  erection  of  a building  on  the 
plans  adopted,  we  will  have  the  best  arranged  and  most  com- 
plete building  for  the  care  and  education  of  the  blind  in  the 
United  States. 

Our  present  anxiety  is  its  cost.  Our  hope  is  that  it  will 
not  exceed  our  means  so  much  as  to  make  further  modifica- 
tions necessary,  and  our  trust  is  that  if  more  money  is  needed, 
the  same  Kind  Providence  that  in  His  wisdom  saw  proper  to 
afflict  so  many  who  are  suffering  for  the  want  of  such  an 
institution,  will  put  it  into  the  hearts  of  their  fellow  men  to 
furnish  it. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  M.  ScHOONMAKEK, 
Chairman  Building  Committee. 
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npmntendent's  Report. 


Witstzxn  Pennsylvania  institution  for  the  gUnd, 

Pittsbuegh,  Pa.,  May  2d,  1S92. 

To  the  Board  of  Managers: 

Gentlemen — I have  the  pleasure  to  submit  herewith 
my  second  Annual  Report  of  the  operations  and  condition  of 
this  institution,  being  for  the  year  ending  on  this  date. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  brief  account  of  the  workings 
of  the  school  for  the  past  year,  I beg  leave  to  state  that, 
notwithstanding  the  many  disadvantages  under  which  we 
have  been  compelled  to  labor  in  our  temporary  quarters, 
rapid  progress  has  been  made  in  every  department,  and  the 
results  have  been  highly  gratifying  and  fairly  indicate  what 
may  be  accomplished  under  more  favorable  circumstances. 

I confess  to  having  entered  upon  the  work  of  organizing 
this  institution,  a little  more  than  eighteen  months  ago.  with 
some  misgivings  and  considerable  feeling  of  anxiety.  This, 
I think,  is  pardonable,  for  no  one  who  failed  to  appreciate 
fully  the  importance  of  a good  beginning,  would  have  been 
prepared  to  enter  upon  the  responsible  task  of  putting  the 
school  in  operation,  and  hence,  it  was  only  reasonable  to  fear 
lest  some  unexpected  difficulty  might  arise  that  would 
greatly  retard  its  progress  and  interfere  with  its  success. 
But,  we  are  now  glad  to  say  that,  through  the  guidance  of  an 
all-wise  Providence,  the  institution  has  advanced  rapidly 
from  the  experimental  state,  in  which  there  is  always  more 
or  less  uncertainty  as  to  issues,  to  a condition  of  prosperity 
unlooked  for  at  the  beginning.  Indeed,  the  history  of  insti- 
tutions for  the  blind  in  this  country  shows  that  but  few  have 
had"  as  rapid  growth  as  this  one,  and  in  none  has  more  or 
better  work  been  done  in  so  brief  a period  of  time. 
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Since  the  formal  opening  of  the  school  for  the  admission 
of  pupils,  October  15th,  1890,  it  has  been  duly  recognized 
by  Mrs.  Schenley,  whose  generous  gift  of  a beautiful  piece  of 
ground  for  the  permanent  site  of  the  institution  fittingly 
seconded  the  munificent  bequest  of  Miss  Jane  Holmes  and  the 
benevolent  action  of  the  numerous  public-spirited  citizens  of 
Pittsburgh,  who  have  contributed  to  the  building  fund,  and 
also,  by  the  State  Legislature,  which  has  manifested  a willing- 
ness to  make  liberal  appropriations  for  its  support.  Thus  the 
institution  has  been  established  on  a firm  basis,  and  every  one 
interested  in  its  welfare  ought  to  feel  greatly  encouraged. 

That  there  has  been  a demand  for  an  institution  of  this 
kind  in  Western  Pennsylvania,  will  be  conceded  by  every  one 
who  will  carefully  investigate  the  matter,  and  closely  consider 
the  necessity  for  providing  ample  and  proper  facilities  for 
educating  the  blind  children  in  the  state.  Statistics  show 
that  a large  portion,  possibly  more  than  one-half,  of  the  blind 
children  of  this  state,  do  not  attend  an  institution  for  instruc- 
tion, and  hence,  many  of  them  grow  to  manhood  and  woman- 
hood without  the  training  necessary  to  fit  them  for  independ- 
ent and  useful  lives.  This  is  attributed  chiefly  to  the  fact 
that  hitherto  the  only  institution  for  the  blind  in  Pennsyl- 
vania was  located  in  Philadelphia,  and  parents  living  in  the 
northern  and  western  parts  of  the  state,  have  been  unwilling 
to  send  their  unfortunate  children  so  far  from  home  to  be 
educated.  While  this  may  be  regarded  as  mistaken  kind- 
ness on  the  part  of  the  parents,  it  is  nevertheless  a fact  that 
many  of  them  would  rather  have  their  dependent  children 
grow  up  without  an  education,  than  to  send  them  three  or  four 
hundred  miles  from  home  to  school. 

The  institution  has  already  entered  upon  a career  of 
usefulness  which  will  be  extended  as  the  school  develops,  and 
be  felt  in  many  a household  in  which  a blind  child  may  be 
found.  It  is  truly  a noble,  benevolent  enterprise,  and  will 
stand  as  a memorial  in  years  to  come,  to  the  wisdom,  fore- 
sight and  philanthropy  of  its  projectors  and  early  promoters. 

THE  TERMS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 

The  last  term  of  the  Institution  (the  first  of  the  organi- 
zation) closed  on  Friday,  June  26th,  1891,  after  a session  of 
36  weeks  and  2 days. 


rKHSKNT  liUH.DI  NO,  FORTY -SECOND  STUFF' 
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The  current  term  was  commenced  auspiciously  on  Wed- 
nesday morning,  the  2d  day  of  September  last.  Twenty- 
eight  pupils  have  been  enrolled  to  date.  Of  these  26  are 
now  in  attendance.  (See  Statistics.) 

STATISTICS. 

From  the  formal  opening  of  the  Institution  to  the  date  of 
my  last  report,  May  4th,  1891,  a period  of  six  and  one-half 
months,  there  were  enrolled  2 1 pupils — 1 0 boys  and  1 1 girls. 
We  have  since  admitted  11  new  pupils,  making  the  total 
number  enrolled  to  date  32 — 18  boys  and  14  girls.  Of  these 
26  are  now  in  attendance;  one,  Nora  Brown,  of  Woods  Run, 
Allegheny  City,  died  at  her  home  last  fall.  She  had  been 
in  poor  health  all  last  summer,  and  was  unable  to  return 
to  school  at  the  opening  of  the  present  term;  one  withdrew 
because  she  wanted  to  spend  more  time  in  the  study  of  music 
than  we,  in  justice  to  older  and  more  advanced  pupils,  could 
allow  her;  and  one  withdrew  because  she  was  unable  to  keep 
up  in  her  studies  with  other  pupils  of  her  own  age  and  size. 
Three  others  left  or  failed  to  return  during  the  current  term 
without  definite  cause. 

Three  of  those  who  have  withdrawn — two  boys  and  one 
girl — have  sufficient  sight  to  enable  them,  I think,  to  attend  a 
.school  for  seeing  pupils  without  injury  to  their  eyes,  and  were 
hardly  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  this  Institution. 

Of  the  pupils  enrolled  12  had  never  attended  an  institu- 
tion, 18  had  been  pupils  for  different  periods  of  time  at  the 
Philadelphia  Institution,  1 had  attended  the  Ohio  Institution, 
and  1 had  been  at  the  State  Institution  of  Nebraska. 

INSTRUCTION. 

The  education  of  a class  of  blind  children  is  a very  im- 
portant and  serious  undertaking,  and  should  be  given  the 
fullest  and  most  careful  consideration  by  those  who  assume 
the  responsibility  of  the  work. 

It  is  not  infrequently  a very  difficult  task,  even  in  the 
training  of  seeing  pupils,  to  decide  what  course  it  is  best  to 
pursue  in  order  to  fit  them  for  responsible  positions  in  life; 
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but  the  task  becomes  doubly  difficult  when  the  decision  has  to- 
be  made  for  a class  of  deficient  pupils  who  cannot  hope  to  en- 
gage successfully  in  many  branches  of  useful  and  remunerative 
employment. 

We  aim  to  be  thoroughly  practical  in  all  our  instruction, 
and  spend  little  time  theorizing  and  with  things  that  do  not 
conduce  to  the  development  and  training  of  those  entrusted 
to  our  care.  But,  duly  considering  the  particular  condition 
and  wants  of  the  individual  pupils,  and  remembering  that 
many  of  them  are  financially  dependent,  we  conduct  our  in- 
struction along  such  useful  and  practical  lines  in  which,  we 
feel,  they  can  make  the  most  rapid  progress,  and  be  best  pre- 
pared to  care  for  themselves,  earn  their  own  living  and  be  in- 
dependent. 

Our  purpose  is  to  train  our  pupils  to  be  persevering,  self- 
reliant  and  prompt  in  all  their  work.  In  every  department, 
in  fact  everywhere  about  the  school,  they  are  taught  to  do  for 
themselves  all  they  can  do.  The  teacher  or  parent  that  does 
for  a blind  child  'what  he  can  and  ought  to  do  for  himself,  not. 
only  does  an  act  of  mistaken  kindness,  but  may  do  him  a pos- 
itive injury.  We  feel  that  the  greatest  kindness  we  can  show 
our  pupils  is  not  to  do  their  work  for  them,  but  to  show  them 
how  to  do  it,  and  to  insist  upon  their  doing  it  themselves. 
We  believe  in  that  practical  sympathy  and  those  acts  of  kind- 
ness that  have  in  view,  in  the  fullest  sense,  the  future  well- 
fare  and  happiness  of  those  to  whom  they  are  shown. 

The  pupils  who  have  been  admitted  to  this  Institution, 
have  come  to  us  from  widely  different  surroundings,  influence 
and  methods  of  instruction.  In  fact,  some  of  them  had  re- 
ceived little  or  no  training  at  all  before  they  came  here;  and 
even  a majority  of  those  who  had  been  at  school  elsewhere, 
had  a very  limited  knowledge  of  the  subject  matter  of  the 
branches  of  study  they  had  gone  over.  Hence,  we  deemed 
it  advisable  to  commence  our  work  with  a course  of  elemen- 
tary studies,  well  suited,  to  the  mental  development  of  most  of 
them.  By  this  means,  we  not  only  laid  a foundation  for  more 
advanced  work  for  all,  but  we  were  also  able,  in  a short  time, 
to  detect  a disparity  in  their  attainments,  which  soon  led  to  a 
division  of  the  school  into  classes.  While  all  the  pupils  have 
made  satisfactory  progress  in  the  work  assigned  them,  the 
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older  and  brighter  ones  have  already  advanced  to  a higher 
grade  of  studies. 

The  school  is  now  divided  into  three  classes,  and  is  in  excel- 
lent working  order.  Of  course,  we  shall  form  other  classes  when 
more  room  is  provided,  and  we  are  able  to  admit  more  pupils. 
The  proper  gradation  of  the  school  offers  an  incentive  to  the 
pupils  to  put  forth  their  best  efforts  to  advance  in  their  studies; 
for,  whenever  we  find  one  is  capable  of  taking  up  the  studies 
of  the  next  higher  grade,  he  is  promptly  promoted  to  it. 
While  this  method  is  encouraging  to  all,  it  affords  a special 
opportunity  for  the  older  students,  some  of  whom,  no  doubt, 
lost  their  sight  by  accident  or  disease  after  they  had  acquired 
a fair  literary  education,  to  do  a large  amount  of  work  in  a 
short  period  of  time. 

LITERARY  DEPARTMENT. 

We  aim  in  this  department  to  give  our  pupils  a sound 
English  education,  fit  them  for  social  life  and  to  take  an  active 
and  intelligent  part  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  community  in. 
which  they  live. 

The  branches  of  study  have  been  carefully  selected  and 
arranged  with  a proper  regard  for  the  mental  capacity  and 
wants  of  the  pupils  in  the  several  classes.  The  instruction 
has  been  zealously  and  skillfully  conducted,  and  an  earnest  ef- 
fort has  been  made  to  awaken  in  the  students  an  interest  in 
literary  studies,  and  to  cultivate  a love  for  learning.  Evidently 
the  intellectual  training  of  our  pupils  is  the  most  import- 
ant part  of  our  work,  for,  upon  it,  the  successful  operation  of 
the  other  departments  of  the  school  largely  depends,  and  we 
regard  it  as  the  best  possible  preparation  we  can  give  them  for 
lives  of  usefulness.  The  blind  youth  who  receives  a fair 
literary  education  and  has  a well  disciplined  mind,  supported 
by  moral  courage,  will  pretty  surely  find  some  honorable 
means  of  earning  a living  after  he  leaves  school. 

Much  of  the  instruction  of  the  older  pupils  in  literary 
branches,  is,  of  necessity,  oral,  especially  is  this  the  case 
with  regard  to  the  study  of  mathematics.  I refer  to  this, 
particularly,  in  this  connection,  because  I find  that  the  oral 
method  of  teaching  arithmetic  to  the  blind,  is  comparative!  v 
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new  in  this  State.  But  the  rapid  advancement  our  pupils  have 
made  in  this  branch  of  study,  is  evidence  of  the  correctness 
of  the  method  we  have  adopted.  Of  course,  in  teaching  the 
younger  children,  we  make  use  of  such  objects  and  tangible 
apparatus  as  we  are  able  to  procure. 

Besides,  the  time  occupied  with  the  regular  course  of 
study,  one  hour  each  evening  is  devoted  to  reading  to  the 
pupils  books  of  a high  grade  of  fiction,  articles  on  scientific 
subjects  and  investigation,  and  the  current  news  from  the 
daily  papers.  By  this  means,  they  become  acquainted  with 
the  language,  style  of  writing  and  taste  of  the  best  authors, 
acquire  a fund  of  general  information,  and  learn  of  the  impor- 
tant events  that  are  occuring  daily  in  various  parts  of  the 
world.  All  this  tends  to  make  them  more  companionable, 
prepares  them  for  society  and  enables  them  to  discuss  men, 
measures  and  passing  events,  as  seeing  people  discuss  them. 

MUSICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

A marked  improvement  has  been  made  in  this  depart- 
ment during  this  year.  The  instruction  has  been  more  care- 
fully and  more  regularly  given  than  heretofore,  and  a deeper 
interest  has  been  manifested  m the  work,  by  all  concerned. 
True,  during  the  first  term  of  the  school,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  it  took  some  time  to  properly  classify  our  pupils,  we 
could  not  give  the  subject  the  attention  it  really  deserved; 
but  this  year,  it  receives  a due  portion  of  time  and  considera- 
tion. A part  of  each  school  day  is  devoted  to  instruction  in 
music;  more  pupils  than  formerly  are  given  lessons,  and  more 
attention  is  given  to  those  who  had  taken  lessons  before,  and 
have  made  considerable  progress  in  the  art.  Besides,  through 
the  kindness  of  Mrs.  W.  E.  Lincoln,  from  whom  we  received 
a gift  of  an  excellent  Chickering  piano,  we  have  been  enabled 
to  give  more  pupils  hours  for  practice. 

Four  hours  each  week  are  devoted  to  instruction  in  sing- 
ing and  vocal  culture — two  to  the  whole  school,  and  two  to 
those  children  who  need  special  training.  Because  of  the 
moral  and  elevating  influence  of  music,  and  the  social  advan- 
tages it  gives,  all  our  pupils  are  permitted  to  take  some  part 
in  it;  but  special  attention  is  given  to  those  who  exhibit  an 
aptitude  for  the  art. 
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THE  GIRLS’  WORKROOM. 

AVhat  we  call  the  Girls’  Workroom,  is  but  an  industrial 
department,  in  which  is  skillfully  taught  such  useful  handi- 
craft work  as  we,  with  our  very  limited  facilities,  have  been 
able  to  introduce. 

All  the  girls  and  all  the  small  boys  spend  a part  of  each 
school  day  in  this  department,  and  when  they  are  at  work, 
the  room  presents  an  interesting  scene  of  patient  activity,  that 
has  frequently  elicited  the  admiration  and  surprise  of  visitors. 

The  older  girls  are  taught  to  sew  by  hand  and  by  ma- 
chine, to  knit  and  crochet.  They  have  made  all  the  pillow- 
cases, and  hemmed  all  the  sheets,  bed  spreads,  table  linen  and 
towels  used  in  the  Institution.  They  have  also  made  a large 
number  of  useful  and  saleable  articles  of  yarn,  worsted  and 
thread.  The  younger  girls  have  been  taught  to  sew  and 
knit,  and,  with  the  small  boys,  are  also  taught  to  make  a 
variety  of  fancy  and  ornamental  articles  with  beads  and  wire. 

Most  of  our  pupils  have  become  deeply  interested  in  this 
work,  and  some  of  them  voluntarily  spend  considerable  time 
outside  of  the  regular  school  hours,  making  articles  for  sale. 
There  seems  to  be  a desire  on  the  part  of  the  people,  to  pur- 
chase the  work  of  the  pupils,  and  a number  of  them  have 
made  a profit  by  selling  to  their  friends  at  home  articles  which 
they  obtained  here  at  cost,  or  made  from  material  furnished 
them. 

We  regret  that  in  our  present  quarters  we  cannot  intro- 
duce more  branches  of  industrial  work,  and  we  especially  re- 
gret, that  we  are  unable  here  to  organize  and  equip  a handi- 
craft department  for  our  older  boys. 

THE  FIRST  PUBLIC  ENTERTAINMENT. 

The  First  Annual  Entertainment  of  the  Institution  was 
given  in  the  chapel  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Wood 
Street,  Pittsburgh,  on  Thursday  Evening,  June  25th,  1891. 

The  following  programme  arranged  for  the  occasion, 
was  rendered  throughout  in  a manner  highly  creditable  to  the 
chool  and  greatly  enjoyed  by  the  audience.  Hearty  ex- 
pressions of  commendation  of  the  good  work  done  by  the  In- 
stitution, were  given  by  many  of  those  present. 
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PROGRAMME. 

Part  I. 


1. 

Chorus,  “ The  National  Hymn,”  SamU  F.  Smith. 

2: 

Salutatory, 

A Poem  Written  for  the  Occasion 

by  Mrs.  T. 

A.  Jacobs — Pronounced  by  Jean  Cowan. 

3. 

Chorus,  “Catch  the  Sunshine,” 

Geo.  F.  Root. 

4. 

Recitation, 

“The  Bridge^’ 
Frank  C.  Gaston. 

Longfellow. 

5. 

Solo  (Violin), 

“St.  Augustine  Waltz,  ” 

Charles  Irving. 

6. 

Song, 

‘ ‘The  Brook,  ’ ’ 

Dolores. 

Miss  Benson  and  Jean  Cowan. 

7. 

Recitation, 

“The  Months,  ” 
Tommy  Little. 

Selected. 

8. 

Chorus, 

‘ ‘My  Southern  Home,  ’ ’ 

Geibel. 

9. 

Solo  (Piano), 

“Selections  from  the  Opera  of  Zampa.  ” 

Joseph  C.  Fretton. 

P.  S.  Harris. 

10. 

Recitation, 

“Sun  and  Rain,” 
S.  Wilbur  Anderson. 

Selected. 

11. 

Quartette, 

“Pro  Phundo  Basso,” 

P.  P.  Bliss. 

Charles  Arnd,  Will  H.  Long, 
Jean  Cowan  and  Grace  Marker. 


Part  II. 

1.  Chorus,  “The  Little  Brown  Church,  ” 

2.  Solo  (Piano),  “Waves  of  the  Ocean,  ” Clias  D. Blake. 

Blanche  D.  Bay. 

3.  Recitation,  “The  Day  is  Gone,  ” Longfellow. 

Maud  Hays. 

4.  Solo  and  Chorus,  “God  is  Love,  ” Steve  Bon  Bright. 

5.  Solo  (Piano),  “Reverie  Romance,  ” Geibel. 

John  II.  Jennings. 

6.  Duet,  “How  Sweet  the  Hunter’s  Song,  ” Kucken. 

Jean  Cowan  and  Grace  Marker. 

7.  Recitation,  “Bread  Crusts,  ” Valentine  March. 

Emma  H.  Cravan. 
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S. 

9. 

10. 

11. 


Song,  “Little  Joe,”  

Maggie  Stiv anson. 

Piano  Accompaniment  by  Tommy  Little. 

Solo,  “The  New  Church  Organ,  ” 

Miss  M.  E.  Benson. 

Solo  (Clarinet),  “The  Mocking  Bird,  ” — 

Joseph  C.  Fretton. 

Closing  Hymn,  ‘ ‘God  be  with  you  till  we  meet  again.  ’ ’ 


There  was  also  a display  of  the  pupils’  handicraft  work, 
which  attracted  much  attention.  Many  articles  were  pur- 
chased by  friends  of  the  school  as  souvenirs  of  the  occasion. 


TEACHERS. 

At  the  opening  of  the  current  term  of  the  Institution,  Miss 
O.  II.  J.  Harris  was  employed  as  principal  assistant  teacher 
in  the  Literary  Department.  Miss  Harris  held  a similar  posi- 
tion in  the  Indiana  Institution  for  the  Blind  for  a number  of 
years,  and  resigned  it  to  accept  the  one  offered  her  here. 
Prior  to  her  engaging  in  institution  work  she  had  been  a 
teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  several  large  cities.  She  is 
■well  prepared  by  experience  for  the  position  she  occupies,  is 
zealous  and  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  every  duty,  and 
the  rapid  advancement  the  pupils  in  her  charge  have  made  in 
their  studies,  is  evidence  of  her  success  as  a teacher. 

Also,  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  term,  Miss  Sarah 
E.  Taylor,  of  Sharpsburg,  Pa.,  was  appointed  teacher  of 
music  in  the  school.  Although  Miss  Taylor  had  had  no  pre- 
vious experience  in  teaching  the  blind,  she  is  devoted  to  her 
work,  is  studious  and  persevering,  and  the  results  of  her 
instruction  have  been  satisfactory. 

Miss  Maranda  Benson,  who  was  engaged  soon  after  the 
opening  of  the  Institution  to  assist  in  its  w^ork,  is  still  with  us. 
She  has  charge  of  the  Industrial  Department,  and,  besides,  de- 
votes three  hours  each  day  to  teaching  orthography  and  reading. 
She  is  industrious  and  skillful  in  her  work,  and,  being  herself 
blind,  her  success  is  a practical  illustration  to  our  pupils  of 
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what  may  be  accomplished  by  persons  laboring  under  the  same 
disadvantages  as  themselves. 

*X*  *X*  -X*  -X* 

Miss  A.  ,T.  Loomis  who,  also,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  school,  was  employed  as  governess  for  the  female  pupils, 
is  still  faithfully  discharging  the  duties  assigned  her.  Besides 
having  the  care  of  the  girls  outside  of  the  regular  school  hours, 
she  has  the  oversight  of  all  the  pupils’  clothing,  the  linens  of 
the  house,  the  dormitories  and  dining  room.  Miss  Loomis 
has  had  long  experience  in  managing  and  caring  for  blind 
children.  She  is  always  solicitous  for  their  welfare,  and  ever 
ready  to  administer  to  their  wants. 

HEALTH. 

I am  thankful  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  health 
of  the  school  during  the  past  year  has  been  exceptionally  good. 
Notwithstanding  the  changeable  character  of  the  weather  of 
the  winter  and  spring  through  which  we  have  just  passed,  and 
the  prevalence  in  the  city  and  surrounding  country  of  the  va- 
rious diseases  to  which  children  are  subject,  we  had  compara- 
tively little  sickness  among  our  pupils.  Indeed,  they  enjoyed 
almost  an  entire  immunity  from  diseases  of  all  kinds.  This 
is  especially  gratifying  when  we  consider  that,  as  a rule,  blind 
pupils  are  not  as  physically  robust  as  a like  number  of  seeing 
children  indiscriminately  brought  together. 

The  attending  physician  made  only  four  professional  visits 
to  the  school  during  the  year,  and  these  were  not  occasioned 
by  any  special  sickness,  but  on  account  of  a slight  injury  which 
one  of  the  boys  sustained,  through  carelessness,  while  passing 
through  the  hall  on  the  third  floor. 

We  attribute  the  excellent  health  of  our  pupils  chiefly  to 
the  vigilance  exercised  over  them  during  changes  of  weather, 
to  their  regular  employment  and  habits,  to  the  variety  of  sub- 
stantial and  well-cooked  food  furnished  them,  and  to  the  care 
always  taken  to  keep  the  house  clean,  well  dusted  and  well 
ventilated. 

DISCIPLINE. 

The  discipline  of  the  school  has  been  good.  We  have 
had  comparatively  little  difficulty  in  keeping  our  pupils  with- 
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in  proper  bounds  of  conduct.  They  are  taught  to  respect  the 
authority  of  officers  and  teachers,  and  the  rights  of  others, 
and  hence,  order  and  good-will  have  prevailed  in  the  house- 
hold. 

We  maintain  that  one  of  the  best  means  of  preserving 
good  discipline  in  an  establishment  of  this  kind,  is  to  keep 
everybody  well  employed.  Our  pupils  rise  in  the  morning 
at  6:30  o’clock,  breakfast  at  7:00.  Then  the  time  until 
9:15  o’clock  at  night,  when  they  retire,  is  judiciously  divided 
so  that  a due  portion  is  given  to  study,  recitation,  recreation 
and  practice  in  music.  Thus  engaged,  they  have  little  time 
to  devote  to  anything  but  their  school  duties. 

IMPROVEMENTS  AND  REPAIRS. 

During  the  vacation  last  summer,  the  building  was  thor- 
oughly cleaned,  and  the  apartments  throughout  were  put  in 
complete  order,  preparatory  to  the  opening  of  the  present 
term  of  the  school. 

All  the  carpets,  some  of  which,  no  doubt,  had  not  been 
taken  up  for  a number  of  years,  were  lifted,  cleaned,  altered 
and  relayed.  The  floors  of  the  lower  hall,  the  dining  room 
and  the  library  were  covered  with  linoleum  of  good  quality 
and  handsome  patterns;  the  walls  of  three  private  rooms  on 
the  second  floor  were  newly  papered,  and  the  ceilings  of  all 
the  rooms  and  halls  were  calcimined. 

Other  improvements  of  a minor  character  have  also  been 
made  with  a view  to  increasing  the  conveniences,  and  promot- 
ing the  comfort  and  health  of  the  household. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  conclusion  I beg  to  assure  you  that  every  interest  of 
this  Institution  has  been  carefully  guarded,  its  needs  have 
been  studied,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  supplied,  and  its  expenses 
have  been  kept  within  bounds,  consistent  with  successful  and 
efficient  management. 

Acknowledging  the  valuable  services  rendered  by  officers, 
and  teachers,  and  sincerely  thanking  you,  gentlemen,  for  the 
deep  interest  you  have  manifested  in  this  work,  for  your  kind 
co-operation  and  words  of  encouragement,  this  report  is 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  B.  Jacobs,  Superintendent. 
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We  take  pleasure  in  formally  expressing  our  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments and  in  tendering  our  sincere  thanks  to  the  following  persons,  for 
their  favors  and  kindness  shown  us  during  the  year : 

To  the  Managers  of  the  May  Festival  for  tickets  of  admission  to  one 
of  their  afternoon  concerts,  for  teachers  and  pupils. 

To  the  Pittsburgh  Transfer  Company  for  free  transportation  of  our 
pupils  to  the  May  Festival  and  return. 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  for  the  use  of  their 
Chapel  on  the  occasion  of  our  First  Annual  Entertainment, 

To  Messrs.  Mellor  & Hoene  for  the  free  use  of  one  of  their  Grand 
pianos  at  our  Annual  Entertainment,  on  the  evening  of  June  25,  1891. 

To  the  Managers  of  the  Exposition  for  the  free  admission  of  school 
to  same,  on  the  afternoon  of  October  10,  1891. 

To  Col.  J.  M.  Schoonmaker  for  free  transportation  of  the  school  to 
the  Exposition  and  return,  on  the  occasion  referred  to,  and  other  acts  of 
kindness. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  E.  Lincoln  for  a gift  of  an  excellent  Chickering 
piano,  which  is  a valuable  addition  to  our  supply  of  musical  instruments, 
and  which  is  greatly  appreciated  by  us,  and  much  used  by  our  pupils. 

To  Mr.  H.  K.  Porter  for  kind  remembrance  of  the  school  on  last 
Christmas. 

To  the  editors  and  publishers  of  the  following  periodicals  and  daily 
papers,  which  have  been  gratuitously  sent  to  the  Institution,  and  from 
which  extracts  have  been  selected  daily  and  read  to  the  pupils : 

The  Pittsburgh  Dispatch,  The  Pittsburgh  Leader,  The  Pittsburgh 
Chronicle-Telegraph,  The  Presbyterian  Banner,  The  School  Review, 
The  Index  and  Review,  Kalamazoo,  Michigan. 

GENERAL  INFORMATION. 

The  Western  Pennsylvania  Institute  for  the  Blind  has 
been  established  as  its  name  would  indicate,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  blind  in  the  western  part  of  the  State.  It  is  located 
at  present  in  temporary  quarters  in  building  No.  333  Forty- 
second  Street , Pittsburgh , Pa. 

While,  at  first,  it  was  thought  this  building  was  com- 
modious and  well  suited  for  the  organization  of  the  Institu- 
tion, the  school  has  already  outgrown  its  capacity,  and  the 
necessity  for  much  larger  apartments  and  more  conveniences, 
is  apparent. 

The  Managers  have  about  completed  arrangements  for  the 
erection  of  a new  building  on  the  grounds  donated  by  Mrs. 
Schenley  for  the  permanent  site  of  the  Institution.  It  will 
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be  modern  in  all  its  appointments,  and  sufficiently  large, 
when  completed,  to  accommodate  a school  of  from  150  to 
200  pupils.  It  will  be  furnished  with  the  latest  and  best 
appliances  for  educating  the  blind,  and  the  most  advanced 
and  practical  methods  of  instruction  will  be  introduced. 

Pupils  are  admitted  at  any  time  during  the  term,  and 
placed  in  the  classes  and  at  the  work  for  which  they  are 
best  fitted  and  in  which  they  can  make  the  most  rapid  progress. 

A parent  or  guardian,  who  is  contemplating  the  placing 
of  a blind  child  in  this  Institution,  should  at  once  open  com- 
munication relative  thereto  with  the  Superintendent,  or  with 
Mr.  Percy  F.  Smith,  Secretary  of  the  Board,  No.  204  Wood 
St.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Information  concerning  the  character  and  purposes  of  the 
Institution,  and  the  value  of  the  work  being  done,  will  be 
cheerfully  given,  and  all  inquiries  about  the  steps  to  be  taken 
to  procure  the  admission  of  pupils,  or  the  management  of  the 
school,  will  be  promptly  answered,  by  addressing  the  Superin- 
tendent. 
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Catalogue  of  ^xxpxls. 


No. 

Name.  When  Admitted. 

1. 

William  H.  Long, 

Oct.  15,  1890, 

2. 

Charles  F.  Arnd, 

Oct.  15,  1890, 

3. 

Maud  Hays, 

Oct.  15,  1890, 

4. 

Anora  Brown, 

Oct.  15,  1890, 

5. 

Grace  E.  Marker, 

Oct.  15,  1890, 

6. 

Lucy  M.  Borlin, 

Oct.  15,  1890, 

r 
1 . 

Theresa  Kelly, 

Oct.  16,  1890, 

8. 

Thomas  H.  J.  Little, 

Oct.  16,  1890, 

9. 

Frank  Gaston, 

Oct.  16,  1890, 

10. 

John  H.  Jennings, 

Oct.  16,  1890, 

11. 

Emma  H.  Cravan, 

Oct.  16,  1890, 

12. 

Walter  P.  Gordon, 

Oct.  20,  1890, 

13. 

Thomas  A.  Shuck, 

Nov.  3,  1890, 

14. 

Amanda  B.  D.  Bay, 

Nov.  11,  1890, 

15. 

Jean  Cowan, 

Dec.  4,  1890, 

16. 

Charles  Irving, 

Dec.  8,  1890, 

17. 

Anna  Webb, 

Dec.  15, 1890, 

18. 

Samuel  W.  Anderson, 

Jan.  19,  1891, 

19. 

Margaret  Stivason, 

April  1,  1891, 

20. 

Joseph  C.  Fretton, 

April  28, 1891, 

21. 

Mary  A.  Nichols, 

April  30, 1891, 

22. 

Kate  Holland, 

Sept.  2,  1891, 

23. 

William  Shields, 

Sept.  3,  1891, 

24. 

Valentine  Ommon, 

Sept.  9,  1891, 

25. 

John  Taylor, 

Sept.  14,  1891, 

26. 

Clare  M.  Bell, 

Sept.  22, 1891, 

27. 

Joseph  Ostander 

Oct.  6,  1891, 

28. 

Walter  Ryan  Taylor, 

Nov.  27,  1891, 

29. 

Robert  Clark, 

Feb’y.  2,  1892, 

30. 

Jennie  Johnson, 

March  9, 1892, 

31. 

John  Schall, 

April  26, 1892, 

32. 

Ethel  E.  Crooks, 

April  28,  1892, 

Residence. 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 
Pittsburg,  Pa. 
Allegheny  City,  Pa. 
Allegheny  City,  Pa. 
Pittsburg,  Pa. 
Braddock,  Pa. 
Pittsburg,  Pa. 
Uniontown,  Pa. 

New  Ca6tle,Pa. 
Greensburg,  Pa. 
Duff’s  P.  0.,  Pa. 
Braddock,  Pa. 
Glenshaw,  Pa. 
Pittsburg,  Pa. 
Delaney,  Pa. 

Burge  ttstown,  Pa. 
Pittsburg,  Pa. 
Braddock,  Pa. 
Kittanning,  Pa. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Pittsburg,  Pa. 
Pittsburg,  Pa. 
Greensburg,  Pa. 
Allegheny  City,  Pa. 
Creek  P.  0.,  Pa. 
Avalon,  Pa. 
Woodville,  Pa. 
Clearmont,  Pa. 
Bristol,  Pa. 
Pittsburg,  Pa. 
Leechburg,  Pa. 
Kendall  Creek,  Pa. 
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Tommy  Little  is  indeed  a most  remarkable  and  interest- 
ing child,  and  little  that  has  been  said  about  him  in  the  news- 
papers  has  been  exaggerated.  In  fact,  we  have  taken  special 
care  that  his  marvelous  talents  and  powers  should  not  be 
misrepresented  to  the  public. 

I shall  not  stop  to  give  a detailed  account  of  his  misfor- 
tunes and  the  helpless  condition  he  was  in  when  he  was  first 
brought  to  this  institution,  a little  more  than  nineteen  months 
ago.  but,  in  passing,  will  state  briefly  that  his  parents  and 
friends  did  not  seem  to  understand  the  child.  They  certainly 
did  not  know  what  he  was  capable  of  doing ; for  they  had 
made  little  or  no  attempt  to  teach  him  anything,  not  even 
to  wash  and  dress  himself.  They  meant  to  be  kind  to  him, 
but  they  simply  did  not  know  what  was  necessary  for  his 
development. 

At  first  Tommy  was  silent  and  irresponsive.  He  asked 
for  nothing,  seemingly  wanted  nothing,  and  cared  little  for 
what  was  going  on  about  him.  If  left  alone,  he  would  sit 
•on  a chair  for  hours  at  a time,  with  his  legs  crossed  under 
his  body.  So  long  had  he  been  permitted  to  sit  in  that  posi- 
tion at  home  that  his  knees  were  abnormally  developed. 
Evidently,  he  had  had  but  little  association  with  other  chil- 
dren ; for  he  was  very  simple  and  childish  in  all  his  ways  and 
language,  and  knew  nothing  of  the  games  and  amusements 
in  which  children,  even  blind  children,  usually  delight  to 
engage.  And  yet  in  that  delicate,  untutored,  and  seemingly 
neglected  child  were  lying  dormant  germs  of  most  extraor- 
dinary talents,  both  intellectual  and  musical,  which,  when 
once  aroused  into  activity  and  nourishment,  developed  rapidly, 
and  have  already  become  the  wonderment  of  all  who  come  in 
contact  with  him. 

At  the  beginning  of  Tommy’s  instruction  his  little 
fingers  were  very  tender  and  as  flexible  as  whalebone,  and 
he  hesitated  to  put  them  on  the  raised  characters  (line  type) 
employed  to  teach  him  the  alphabet ; but,  by  tact  and  skill, 
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he  was  soon  led  to  recognize  the  difference  in  the  shape  of  a 
few  letters.  He  became  interested,  and  from  that  time  forth 
his  progress  has  been  surprisingly  rapid.  He  has  read  all 
the  numbers  of  Butler’s  Readers  up  to  and  including  the 
Sixth,  in  which  he  reads  quite  fluently.  I have  never  met  a 
seeing  or  a blind  child  that  could  more  readily  pronounce 
words  new  to  him,  simply  by  spelling  them  or  by  the  sense 
in  which  they  were  used.  On  the  6th  of  last  March  we 
tested  Tommy’s  ability  to  pronounce  new  words  and  read  an 
unfamilier  text,  by  giving  him  the  Sunday-school  weekly, 
containing  the  International  Sunday-school  Lesson  for  that 
date,  to  read.  The  topic  was  “The  Downfall  of  Judah,” 
Jeremiah  xxxix.  1-10.  He  not  only  read  unhesitatingly  the- 
ordinary  words  found  in  the  lesson  and  in  the  explanatory 
notes  following,  but  he  also  promptly  pronounced  the  difficult 
proper  names.  True,  he  had  heard  those  names  pronounced 
during  an  exposition  of  the  lesson,  earlier  in  the  day ; but 
the  most  astonishing  part  of  the  test  was  the  readiness  with 
Avhich  he  recognized  them  by  the  combination  of  raised  letters 
that  formed  them. 

But  Tommy’s  progress  in  the  study  of  arithmetic  has- 
been  no  less  rapid  than  in  the  study  of  language,  and  his 
achievements  have  been  equally  surprising.  When  he  first, 
came  to  us,  he  could  barely  count  a hundred,  but  by  a sys- 
tem of  careful  instruction  he  rapidly  advanced,  step  by  step, 
from  counting  and  the  combining  of  small  numbers  to  the 
solving  of  problems  involving  addition,  subtraction,  and  mul- 
tiplication ; and  now  he  can  readily  solve  problems  like  the 
following,  holding  the  numbers  in  his  mind,  and  doing  the 
work  of  addition,  subtraction,  multiplication,  and  division 
without  the  use  of  a slate  or  type  of  any  kind  : 

The  quotient  of  one  number  divided  by  another  is  37, 
the  divisor  245,  and  the  remainder  230.  What  is  the  divi- 
dend ? 

A man  having  $11,225  bought  a farm  containing  65 
acres  at  $84  an  acre,  he  built  a house  which  cost  $2,890,, 
and  with  the  balance  of  the  money  he  bought  23  horses. 
How  much  did  each  horse  cost? 

Such  advancement  is  indeed  surprising,  when  we  con- 
sider the  shortness  of  time  Tommy  has  been  under  our  in- 
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struction.  For,  although  it  is  now  about  nineteen  months 
since  he  was  first  placed  in  school,  a part  of  the  time  he  has 
been  sick  and  a part  absent  on  a vacation,  so  he  really  has 
received  instruction  only  about  thirteen  months. 

Another  remarkable  faculty  possessed  by  Tommy,  and 
one  that  is  worthy  psychological  investigation,  is  his  ability 
to  name  promptly  the  day  of  the  week  of  any  date  in  the 
year.  For  instance,  if  one  should  ask  him,  On  what  day  of 
the  Aveek  will  the  8th  of  June  come?  the  15th  of  July?  the 
25th  of  August ? the  5th  of  October?  the  10th  of  Decem- 
ber? or  any  other  date,  he  will  give  the  answer  correctly, 
Avithout  a moment’s  hesitation.  Or,  if  you  should  reverse 
the  order  of  the  questions,  and  ask,  On  Avhat  date  of  the 
month  does  the  fourth  Saturday  of  April  come?  the  third 
Monday  of  June?  the  fifth  Friday  of  July?  the  second 
Wednesday  of  September?  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  November? 
and  so  on,  the  ansAvers  will  be  just  as  readily  and  correctly 
given.  The  child  hardly  makes  one  mistake  in  answering 
twenty  of  these  questions,  and,  if  he  should  make  one  at  all, 
it  will  be  simply  naming  the  day  or  date  according  to  the 
question  just  preceding  or  folloAving  the  correct  one ; and, 
most  likely,  he  Avill  correct  the  mistake  himself  before  you 
will  have  time  to  call  his  attention  to  it. 

We  discovered  that  Tommy  Avas  able  to  do  this  by  over- 
hearing him  one  evening  giving  certain  dates  to  some  other 
pupils  of  the  school.  But  Iioav  he  does  it,  or  from  whom  he 
learned  it,  if  from  anybody,  is  a mystery.  His  relatives 
cannot  give  us  any  information  about  it,  and  Tommy  him- 
self is  unable  to  explain  hoAV  he  gets  these  days  and  dates. 
I have  tried  in  various  ways  to  draAV  from  him  some  idea  of 
the  method  by  Avhich  he  is  able  to  answer  these  questions  so 
readily  and  accurately,  and  Avhere  he  learned  it ; but  thus  far 
I have  been  unsuccessful.  He  does  not  seem  to  know  him- 
sel,  hoAV  he  does  it.  He  simply  answers  the  questions, 
knoAvs  he  is  right,  and  sticks  to  it.  It  is  very  certain  he 
does  not  go  through  a long  line  of  reasoning,  for  the  ansAvers 
are  given  too  promptly  to  admit  of  it. 

But  in  nothing  has  this  remarkable  child  developed  more 
rapidly  and  shown  the  possession  of  greater  talent  than  in 
the  study  of  music.  He  had  never  received  directly  a lesson 
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in  music  before  he  came  here;  but,  as  we  have  learned,  he 
overheard,  at  his  home,  a teacher  giving  his  brother  a few 
lessons  on  the  piano.  Because  of  his  superior  endowments, 
Tommy,  no  doubt,  derived  more  benefit  from  those  lessons 
than  his  older  brother.  However,  he  was  not  here  long 
before  he  began  to  talk  to  the  other  boys  about  notes  and 
keys  and  scales  and  sharps  and  flats,  etc. , and  to  exhibit  a 
•decided  liking  for  music.  In  fact,  we  soon  discovei*ed  that 
he  had  special  and  marked  talent  for  it,  if  he  was  not  really 
a prodigy;  for  he  seemed  to  possess  intuitive  knowledge  of 
the  art.  In  a short  time,  without  any  special  instruction,  he 
was  able,  with  little  effort,  to  play  creditably  on  the  piano, 
the  melody  of  any  simple  piece  of  music  that  was  sung  or 
played  once  or  twice  in  his  presence.  He  could  name  any 
chord  struck  on  the  piano,  and  tell  the  key  of  any  piece  of 
music  he  heard  played  on  any  instrument;  and  he  played, 
acceptably,  duets  with  older  pupils.  But  he  disliked  the 
sound  of  a cabinet  organ,  and  had  an  aversion  for  minor 
music  or  solemn  tunes  of  any  kind.  He  called  them  “crying 
pieces,”  and  those  Avho  sang  or  played  them  were  “bad  uns.  ’ ’ 
His  dislike  for  such  music,  however,  has  been  partially  over- 
come. 

We  did  not  attempt  to  give  Tommy  lessons  in  music 
during  the  first  term  of  the  school;  for  much  of  the  time  his 
health  was  poor,  and  we  studiously  avoided  pushing  him  in 
anything.  But,  upon  the  opening  of  the  present  term  last 
September,  we  commenced  giving  him  regularly  one  lesson  a 
week,  and  assigned  him  one  hour  each  day  for  practice. 
Since  then  he  lias  made  wonderful  progress.  He  has  not 
only  learned  to  play  well  all  the  pieces  taught  him,  but  he 
has  also  learned  many  of  those  that  have  been  taught  the 
other  boys.  He  has  acquired  the  lessons  of  the  other  pupils 
simply  by  being  in  the  hall  and  overhearing  the  teacher  giving 
them  instruction. 

One  afternoon,  during  the  hour  for  industrial  work, 
Tommy  was  sitting  in  a room  with  a class  of  pupils  engaged 
in  making  a piece  of  bead  work,  while  at  the  same  time,  in  a 
room  on  the  opposite  side  of  a hall  ten  feet  wide,  the  music- 
teacher  was  giving  a new  and  difficult  lesson  to  one  of  our 
oldest  pupils.  The  doors  of  both  rooms  were  closed,  and  the 
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piano  stood  on  the  farther  side  from  the  hall  of  the  room 
occupied  by  the  teacher.  No  one  supposed  that  Tommy  was 
interested  in  anything  but  his  beads  and  wire  ; but  that  night 
he  told  the  pupil  to  whom  the  lesson  was  given  all  about  it, 
repeating  from  memory,  correctly,  the  parts  to  be  executed 
by  each  hand.  His  ability  to  comprehend  and  remember 
instruction  that  he  hears  in  this  way  has  been  of  much  benefit 
to  some  of  our  less  favored  pupils ; for  he  frecpiently  repeats 
to  them  some  part  of  a lesson  that  they  have  forgotten,  and 
corrects  their  faulty  execution  on  the  piano. 

Some  time  ago  we  invited  a teacher  of  music,  living  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  institution,  to  come  in  and  entertain 
our  pupils  with  several  numbers  on  the  piano.  During  the 
evening  Tommy’s  wonderful  gifts  were  discussed  ; and  the 
teacher  referred  to,  kindly  invited  him  to  play  with  her  a 
duet  which  he  had  never  heard,  she,  of  course,  taking  the 
leading  part.  He  responded  readily,  and  played  his  part  in 
a manner  that  was  surprising  to  the  whole  company.  At  the 
close  of  the  performance  the  teacher  looked  down  at  the  quiet 
and  unassuming  child  in  astonishment,  and  exclaimed,  “It  is 
marvellous.  ’ ’ 

If  Tommy  hears  a piece  of  music,  such  as  a selection  from 
“ Gospel  Songs,  ” or  something  of  a similar  character,  sung  or 
played  correctly  two  or  three  times,  he  will  be  able  to  read  it. 
Or,  if  the  piece  should  be  read  to  him  twice  while  he  strikes 
the  notes  on  the  piano  as  dictated,  he  will  turn  and  repeat  the 
whole  of  it  from  memory,  as  though  he  is  reading  it  from  the 
printed  page.  Or,  on  the  other  hand,  if  one  should  merely 
read  to  him,  without  giving  the  sound  of  a note,  several 
measures  of  a piece  that  he  has  heard  several  times,  he  will 
readily  name  it. 

Such  intuitive  knowledge  of  harmony  (for  it  has  not  been 
cultivated)  has  Tommy  that,  if  he  is  taught  the  soprano  of  a 
piece  of  music,  he  will  form,  with  little  effort,  the  other 
parts  to  it.  His  sense  of  hearing  is  very  acute  and  sensitive. 
I have  seen  him  clasp  his  hands  over  his  ears  and  bend  his 
head  down  at  the  sound  of  a horn  in  the  street,  or  at  the 
blowing  of  a child’s  toy  horn,  as  though  he  was  in  agony,  and 
beg  that  it  be  put  away. 
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While  he  plays  readily  and  well  such  pieces  as  are  usu- 
ally taught  to  older  pupils,  we  have  not  attempted  to  teach 
him  the  heavier  compositions.  His  hands  are  too  small 
and  his  fingers  too  weak  to  execute  them.  Although  he  is 
a musical  genius,  it  will  be  understood  from  what  we  have 
said  of  him  that  he  is  not  “one-sided,”  but  that  his  talents 
are  varied. 

We  know  there  is  always  great  danger  of  overtaxing  and 
early  breaking  down  such  children,  but  we  shall  see  to  it  that 
Tommy  is  not  pushed  beyond  his  strength  in  any  particular. 
We  hope  to  give  him  the  most  careful  instruction  possible, 
and  to  develop  slowly  and  surely  all  his  faculties  ; and  we 
predict  that,  if  his  life  is  spared  and  his  health  maintained, 
Tommy  Little  will  be  heard  from  later. 

H.  B.  Jacobs. 

Pittsburg , Pa.,  Mag,  1892. 

From  “ The  Mentor,  ” October,  1892. 
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OF  THE 

Western  ^cmxsyXwaixia  institution  for  tfxe  ^tind, 


Made  and  adopted  by  the  members  of  the  Corporation, 
at  a general  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  and  held  March 
17th,  1887,  with  such  amendments  as  have  been  made  at 
various  meetings  of  the  Corporation,  including  the  annual 
meeting  held  May  14th,  1888,  and  at  the  Directors’  meet- 
ings. 

BUSINESS. 

1 . The  business  of  this  Corporation  shall  be  managed 
and  conducted  bv  a President,  two  Vice-Presidents,  a Board 
of  Directors,  a Clerk  or  Secretary,  a Treasurer,  and  such 
other  Officers,  Agents  and  Committees  as  may  be  appointed 
from  time  to  time  by  the  Directors. 

DIRECTORS. 

2.  The  Directors  shall  be  chosen  annually  by  the 
members  of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  hold  their  offices  until 
others  are  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead. 

The  Directors  shall  be  divided  into  three  classes,  and 
three  of  them  shall  be  elected  for  a term  of  one  year,  three 
for  a term  of  two  years,  and  three  for  a term  of  three  years, 
respectively,  and  at  all  ensuing  elections  of  said  Corporation, 
the  Corporators  shall  only  elect  the  number  of  Directors 
necessary  to  take  the  place  of  these  whose  term  of  office 
shall  then  expire,  and  such  Directors  shall  then  all  be  chosen 
for  a term  of  three  years. 
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ANNUAL  MEETING. 

3.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  for  the 
election  of  Directors,  and  the  transaction  of  other  business, 
shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  in  each  year  suc- 
ceeding the  present,  at  the  City  of  Pittsburgh.  General 
meetings  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation  may  be  called 
by  the  Directors  whenever  necessary.  Notice  of  all  annual 
meetings  shall  be  published  in  one  newspaper,  at  the  City  of 
Pittsburgh,  at  least  five  days  prior  to  any  such  meeting. 

SECRETARY. 

4.  The  Clerk  or  Secretary  shall  record  all  the  votes 
of  the  Corporation,  and  the  minutes  of  its  transactions,  in  a 
book  kept  for  that  purpose. 

TREASURER. 

5.  The  Treasurer  shall  give  bond  in  the  sum  of  $5,000, 
with  such  securities  as  the  Directors  may  require  for  the 
faithful  discharge  of  his  duties ; and  he  shall  keep  the 
moneys  of  the  Corparation  in  a separate  account,  and  shall 
report  to  the  Directors  whenever  required,  and  pay  all  war- 
rants drawn  by  the  Executive  Committee. 

PRESIDENT. 

6.  The  President,  or  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  shall 
preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Directors,  and  at  meetings  of 
the  members  of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  have  and  exercise 
all  the  powers  which  ordinarily  belong  to  the  presiding  officer 
of  representative  bodies. 

QUORUM. 

7.  A majority  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation  who 
are  present  at  any  regulary  called  meeting  shall  be  com- 
petent to  transact  business.  Members  may  attend  in  person 
or  by  proxy. 
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POWER  OF  DIRECTORS. 

8.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  fill  all  vacancies 
which  may  happen  by  death,  resignation  or  otherwise. 

9.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  make  and  enforce 
all  such  rules  and  orders  as  they  may  deem  reasonable  or 
necessary  for  the  management  -of  the  affairs  and  business  of 
the  Corporation,  and  for  the  government  of  its  agents  and 
employes. 

MEMBERSHIP. 


10.  In  addition  to  the  Corporators  named  in  the 
Charter,  members  may  be  admitted  by  the  Corporators  upon 
the  following  terms  : Contributors  of  sums  of  money  or  other 
property  to  the  value  of  $500,  may  be  elected  to  life  mem- 
bership ; and  annual  contributors  of  not  less  than  $50,  may 
be  elected  to  membership,  but  in  the  latter  case  such  mem- 
bership shall  determine  upon  default  of  such  annual  contribu- 
tion. All  members  of  the  Corporation  shall,  during  the 
period  of  their  membership,  be  entitled  to  vote  at  all  general 
meetings  of  the  Corporation. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 


11.  The  President  shall,  at  the  organization  of  the 
Board  each  year,  appoint  an  Executive  Committee  consisting 
of  three  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  who  shall  ex- 
amine and  approve  all  bills,  and  when  found  in  order,  issue 
warrants  for  the  payment  of  the  same  by  the  Treasurer.  All 
bills  must  be  approved  by  the  Executive  Committee,  and 
every  warrant  shall  be  drawn  by  the  Treasurer,  and  counter- 
signed by  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

12.  The  President  shall  appoint  an  Auditing  Com- 
mittee of  three  members,  who  shall  annually  audit  the 
accounts  of  the  Secretary,  Treasurer,  or  other  officers,  and 
make  report  thereof  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  also  the 
Corporators. 
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AMENDMENTS. 

13.  These  By-Laws  may  be  altered  or  amended  by  a 
two-thirds  vote  at  any  regular  meeting  of  the  Directors,  pro- 
vided due  notice  has  been  given  at  a previous  meeting,  and 
not  otherwise. 
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piano  stood  on  the  farther  side  from  the  hall  of  the  room 
occupied  by  the  teacher.  No  one  supposed  that  Tommy  was 
interested  in  anything  but  his  beads  and  wire  ; but  that  night 
he  told  the  pupil  to  whom  the  lesson  was  given  all  about  it, 
repeating  from  memory,  correctly,  the  parts  to  be  executed 
by  each  hand.  His  ability  to  comprehend  and  remember 
instruction  that  he  hears  in  this  way  has  been  of  much  benefit 
to  some  of  our  less  favored  pupils  ; for  he  frequently  repeats 
to  them  some  part  of  a lesson  that  they  have  forgotten,  and 
corrects  their  faulty  execution  on  the  piano. 

Some  time  ago  we  invited  a teacher  of  music,  living  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  institution,  to  come  in  and  entertain 
our  pupils  with  several  numbers  on  the  piano.  During  the 
evening  Tommy’s  wonderful  gifts  were  discussed;  and  the 
teacher  referred  to,  kindly  invited  him  to  play  with  her  a 
duet  which  he  had  never  heard,  she,  of  course,  taking  the 
leading  part.  lie  responded  readily,  and  played  his  part  in 
a manner  that  was  surprising  to  the  whole  company.  At  the 
close  of  the  performance  the  teacher  looked  down  at  the  quiet 
and  unassuming  child  in  astonishment,  and  exclaimed,  “It  is 
marvellous.  ’ ’ 

If  Tommy  hears  a piece  of  music,  such  as  a selection  from 
‘ ‘ Gospel  Songs,  ’ ’ or  something  of  a similar  character,  sung  or 
played  correctly  two  or  three  times,  he  will  be  able  to  read  it. 
Or,  if  the  piece  should  be  read  to  him  twice  while  he  strikes 
the  notes  on  the  piano  as  dictated,  he  will  turn  and  repeat  the 
whole  of  it  from  memory,  as  though  he  is  reading  it  from  the 
printed  page.  Or,  on  the  other  hand,  if  one  shonld  merely 
read  to  him,  Avithout  giving  the  sound  of  a note,  several 
measures  of  a piece  that  he  has  heard  several  times,  he  Avill 
readily  name  it. 

Such  intuitive  knowledge  of  harmony  (for  it  has  not  been 
cultivated)  has  Tommy  that,  if  he  is  taught  the  soprano  of  a 
piece  of  music,  he  will  form,  Avith  little  effort,  the  other 
parts  to  it.  His  sense  of  hearing  is  very  acute  and  sensitive. 
I have  seen  him  clasp  his  hands  over  his  ears  and  bend  his 
head  down  at  the  sound  of  a horn  in  the  street,  or  at  the 
bloAving  of  a child’s  toy  horn,  as  though  he  was  in  agony,  and 
beg  that  it  be  put  away. 
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While  he  plays  readily  and  well  such  pieces  as  are  usu- 
ally taught  to  older  pupils,  we  have  not  attempted  to  teach 
him  the  heavier  compositions.  His  hands  are  too  small 
and  his  fingers  too  weak  to  execute  them.  Although  he  is 
a musical  genius,  it  will  be  understood  from  what  we  have 
said  of  him  that  he  is  not  ‘‘one-sided,”  but  that  his  talents 
are  varied. 

We  know  there  is  always  great  danger  of  overtaxing  and 
early  breaking  down  such  children,  but  we  shall  see  to  it  that 
Tommy  is  not  pushed  beyond  his  strength  in  any  particular. 
We  hope  to  give  him  the  most  careful  instruction  possible, 
and  to  develop  slowly  and  surely  all  his  faculties  ; and  we 
predict  that,  if  his  life  is  spared  and  his  health  maintained. 
Tommy  Little  will  be  heard  from  later. 

H.  B.  Jacobs. 


Pittsburg , Pa. , May , 1892. 

From  “ The  Mentor,  ” October.  1892. 
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Made  and  adopted  by  the  members  of  the  Corporation, 
at  a general  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  and  held  March 
17th,  1887,  with  such  amendments  as  have  been  made  at 
various  meetings  of  the  Corporation,  including  the  annual 
meeting  held  May  14th,  1888,  and  at  the  Directors’  meet- 
ings. 

BUSINESS. 

1 . The  business  of  this  Corporation  shall  be  managed 
and  conducted  bv  a President,  two  Yice-Presidents,  a Board 
of  Directors,  a Clerk  or  Secretary,  a Treasurer,  and  such 
other  Officers,  Agents  and  Committees  as  may  be  appointed 
from  time  to  time  by  the  Directors. 

DIRECTORS. 

2.  The  Directors  shall  be  chosen  annually  by  the 
members  of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  hold  their  offices  until 
others  are  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead. 

The  Directors  shall  be  divided  into  three  classes,  and 
three  of  them  shall  be  elected  for  a term  of  one  year,  three 
for  a term  of  two  years,  and  three  for  a term  of  three  years, 
respectively,  and  at  all  ensuing  elections  of  said  Corporation, 
the  Corporators  shall  only  elect  the  number  of  Directors 
necessary  to  take  the  place  of  these  whose  term  of  office 
shall  then  expire,  and  such  Directors  shall  then  all  be  chosen 
for  a term  of  three  years. 
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ANNUAL  MEETING. 

3.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  for  the 
election  of  Directors,  and  the  transaction  of  other  business, 
shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  in  each  year  suc- 
ceeding the  present,  at  the  City  of  Pittsburgh.  General 
meetings  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation  may  be  called 
by  the  Directors  whenever  necessary.  Notice  of  all  annual 
meetings  shall  be  published  in  one  newspaper,  at  the  City  of 
Pittsburgh,  at  least  five  days  prior  to  any  such  meeting. 

SECRETARY. 

4.  The  Clerk  or  Secretary  shall  record  all  the  votes 
of  the  Corporation,  and  the  minutes  of  its  transactions,  in  a 
book  kept  for  that  purpose. 

TREASURER. 

5.  The  Treasurer  shall  give  bond  in  the  sum  of  $5,000, 
with  such  securities  as  the  Directors  may  require  for  the 
faithful  discharge  of  his  duties ; and  he  shall  keep  the 
moneys  of  the  Corparation  in  a separate  account,  and  shall 
report  to  the  Directors  whenever  required,  and  pay  all  war- 
rants drawn  by  the  Executive  Committee. 

PRESIDENT. 

6.  The  President,  or  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  shall 
preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Directors,  and  at  meetings  of 
the  members  of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  have  and  exercise 
all  the  powers  which  ordinarily  belong  to  the  presiding  officer 
of  representative  bodies. 

QUORUM. 

7.  A majority  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation  who 
are  present  at  any  regulary  called  meeting  shall  be  com- 
petent to  transact  business.  Members  may  attend  in  person 
or  by  proxy. 
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POWER  OF  DIRECTORS. 


8.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  fill  all  vacancies 
which  may  happen  by  death,  resignation  or  otherwise. 

9.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  make  and  enforce 
all  such  rules  and  orders  as  they  may  deem  reasonable  or 
necessary  for  the  management  of  the  affairs  and  business  of 
the  Corporation,  and  for  the  government  of  its  agents  and 
employes. 

MEMBERSHIP. 


10.  In  addition  to  the  Corporators  named  in  the 
Charter,  members  may  be  admitted  by  the  Corporators  upon 
the  following  terms  ; Contributors  of  sums  of  money  or  other 
property  to  the  value  of  $500,  may  be  elected  to  life  mem- 
bership ; and  annual  contributors  of  not  less  than  $50,  may 
be  elected  to  membership,  but  in  the  latter  case  such  mem- 
bership shall  determine  upon  default  of  such  annual  contribu- 
tion. All  members  of  the  Corporation  shall,  during  the 
period  of  their  membership,  be  entitled  to  vote  at  all  general 
meetings  of  the  Corporation. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 


11.  The  President  shall,  at  the  organization  of  the 
Board  each  year,  appoint  an  Executive  Committee  consisting 
of  three  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  who  shall  ex- 
amine and  approve  all  bills,  and  when  found  in  order,  issue 
warrants  for  the  payment  of  the  same  by  the  Treasurer.  All 
bills  must  be  approved  by  the  Executive  Committee,  and 
every  warrant  shall  be  drawn  by  the  Treasurer,  and  counter- 
signed by  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

12.  The  President  shall  appoint  an  Auditing  Com- 
mittee of  three  members,  who  shall  annually  audit  the 
accounts  of  the  Secretary,  Treasurer,  or  other  officers,  and 
make  report  thereof  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  also  the 
Corporators. 
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AMENDMENTS. 

13.  These  By-Laws  may  be  altered  or  amended  by  a 
two-thirds  vote  at  any  regular  meeting  of  the  Directors,  pro- 
vided due  notice  has  been  given  at  a previous  meeting,  and 
not  otherwise. 
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pvoceebmos  of  tbe  Incorporator?. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Incorporators  and  Life 
Members  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 
Blind  was  held  Monday,  May  1st,  1893,  at  2 o’clock  p. 
m.  in  the  school  building,  No.  333  Forty-second  street. 

Present,  Messrs.  H.  Iv.  Porter,  A.  M.  Marshall,  Benja- 
min Thaw,  Chas.  F.  Dean,  W.  A.  Herron,  Percy  F.  Smith. 

The  proceedings  were  opened  with  prayer  by  Mr. 
Porter. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Benjamin  Thaw  was  chosen  Chairman  and 
Percy  F.  Smith  Secretary. 

The  minutes  of  the  annual  meeting  of  May  2d,  1892, 
were  read  and  approved. 

The  Annual  Reports  of  the  President,  Secretary, 
Treasurer  and  Superintendent  were  read,  and  on  motion 
received  and  filed. 

The  Chairman  appointed  Messrs.  Dilworth,  Ilerron  and 
Edwards,  a committee  to  audit  the  report  of  the  Treasurer. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  IT.  K.  Porter,  a rising  vote  of 
thanks  was  tendered  Mr.  FI.  B.  Jacobs  and  wife  for  their 
untiring  zeal  and  devotion  in  behalf  of  the  children  under  the 
care  of  this  Board. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  the  following  persons  had 
paid  into  the  treasury  the  sum  of  $500  and  were  entitled  to 
Life  Membership:  Mrs.  Mary  Thaw  Thompson,  Hon.  Felix 

R.  Brunot,  J.  P.  Hanna,  Mrs.  D.  C.  Phillips,  Benj.  Thaw, 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Bell,  John  Walker  and  D.  Herbert  Hostetler. 
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Mr.  Porter  moved  that  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  reported 
by  the  Secretary,  as  above,  be  elected  Life  Members,  it 
appearing  that  they  have  contributed  and  paid  into  the 
treasury  of  the  Institution,  the  sum  of  $500.00. 

Mr.  Porter  also  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved , That  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  make  a 
minute  upon  our  records  that  this  is  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Incorporators  since  the  gifts  of  Messrs.  Charles  Arbutlmot 
and  Dr.  C.  G.  Hussey  were  made.  Their  names  would  have 
been  presented  to  this  meeting  and  they  would  have  been 
elected  as  Life  Memhershad  not  their  deaths  already  occurred. 
This  Board  desires  to  recognize  most  gratefully  their  generous 
response  to  our  appeal. 

The  Corporators  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
Directors,  the  Chairman  having  appointed  Messrs.  Herron 
and  Dean  judges. 

The  Secretary  nominated  Messrs.  J.  M.  Schoonmaker, 
George  W.  Dilworth  and  IT.  Iv.  Porter  as  Directors  for  the 
ensuing  three  years,  and  also  submitted  the  proxies  of  the 
following  Incorporators  and  Life  Managers: 

B.  F.  Long,  A.  Garrison,  Hon.  Thomas  Ewing,  Oliver 
P.  Scaife,  Dr.  J.  A.  Lippincott,  A.  M.  Brown,  Esq.,  B. 
Thaw,  John  II.  Ricketson,  John  A.  Wood,  J.  M.  Schoon- 
maker, L.  II.  Harris,  and  George  W.  Dilworth. 

On  motion  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  cast  the  ballot 
for  the  Directors  named,  which  was  done,  and  Messrs.  Dil- 
worth, Schoonmaker  and  Porter  were  declared  elected  for 
three  years. 

President  Marshall  gave  notice  that  the  Board  would 
meet  for  organization  on  Monday,  May  8th,  at  2 o’clock  p.  m. 

Mr.  Porter,  from  the  Building  Committee,’  submitted  a 
verbal  report,  after  which  the  meeting  adjourned. 

Percy  F.  Smith,  Secretary. 


o 


IReport  of  tbe  president. 


To  the  Incorporators  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution 

for  the  Blind: 

Gentlemen.  — Another  year  has  rolled  around,  and  in 
its  swift  moving  flight  has  left  behind  a store  of  pleasant 
memories  to  encourage  those  of  us  who  have  the  management 
of  our  Institution  in  charge,  and  which  it  is  my  pleasure  to 
recall  to  mind  in  this  report. 

There  are  times  when  one  feels  the  thrill  of  enthusiasm 
at  its  height.  It  is  when  we  have  borne  the  burden  and  heat 
of  the  day  and  rest  comes  with  the  eventide,  or  when,  with 
that  tenacious  purpose  of  heart  born  of  hope,  we  have 
struggled  through  the  darkness  of  ' discouragement  and 
uncertainty,  suddenly  to  emerge  into  well  defined  paths  that 
assure  the  success  so  long  deferred. 

It  is  with  such  feeling  of  enthusiasm  in  the  present  and 
future  of  our  Institution  that  I now  contemplate  our  work 
and  submit  this  report.  The  disappointments  and  discourage- 
ments which  characterized  the  beginning  of  our  benevolent 
Institution  has  after  all  been  a sweet  savor,  and  made  us 
appreciate  more  keenly  the  promise  of  to  day,  and  with  the 
poet  we  too  can  sing: 

Away  with  gloom! 

Our  joys  shall  always  last; 

For  hope  shall  brighten  days  to  come, 

And  memory  gild  the  past. 

The  inconvenience  and  hardships  incident  to  our  presen 
Institution,  a building  undesigned  for  the  care  of  the  blind’ 
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will  soon  be  a thing  of  memory,  and  the  elegant  new 
structure  now  being  erected  in  Bellefield  on  the  live  acres  of 
land  so  generously  donated  by  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Schenley  (than 
which,  I am  proud  to  say,  I do  not  believe  there  is  an  Institu- 
tion for  the  blind  anywhere  more  admirably  adapted  for  the 
work),  will  soon  be  ready  for  our  possession  and  will  be  a 
pride  to  our  city. 

The  severity  of  the  past  winter  has  delayed  the  work, 
but  I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  contractors,  Messrs.  Geo. 
Cochrane  & Son,  are  now  pushing  the  work  forward  as  rapidly 
as  possible. 

On  Rov.  25th,  1892,  the  corner  stone  was  laid  with 
appropriate  and  impressive  services.  Unfortunately  the 
weather  was  so  inclement  as  to  forbid  the  holding  of  the 
exercises  on  the  grounds,  and  they  were  concluded  in  the 
Bellefield  Presbyterian  Church.  Despite  the  weather  there 
was  a large  attendance  of  the  friends  of  the  Institution,  whose 
sympathy  and  interest  were  greatly  appreciated  by  those 
having  the  work  in  charge.  Addresses  were  made  by  Rev. 
John  G.  Brown , D.  D.,  Rev.  II.  T.  McClelland,  Rev.  E.  P. 
Cowan,  Rev.  J.  T.  McCrory,  Rev.  II.  C.  Applegarth,  and 
others,  regarding  the  care  and  treatment  of  those: — 

Whose  eyes  bereft  of  sight, 

Are  dungeoned  to  the  blessed  light. 

For  whom  no  tlower  nor  star  appears, 

But  darkness  is  the  portion  of  their  years — 

And  pointed  out  the  possibility  of  attainment  for  all  such 
who  have  the  kindly  hand  to  lead  and  direct  them. 

Our  building  Committee  is  one  that  deserves  unstinted 
praise.  Their  work  has  been  laborious,  but  they  have  met 
frequently  and  are  giving  the  erection  of  the  Institution  their 
personal  attention  with  a disinterested  zealousness  which 
stamps  their  labors  with  success.  They  fully  appreciate  the 
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importance  of  hurrying  forward  the  completion  of  the  build- 
ing, as  the  temporary  home  is  crowded  and  we  are  compelled 
to  refuse  further  applications  until  the  new  building  is 
ready. 

Our  financial  condition  is  now  better  than  ever,  with 
great  promise  for  the  future.  The  Committee  on  Subscrip- 
tions has  succeeded  in  raising  $100,240,  and  hope  to  add 
$25,000  more.  This,  with  what  we  expect  to  receive  from 
the  State,  will  place  us  in  a position  which  will  allow  us  to 
care  for  all  who  apply  for  admission.  Our  Committee  has 
been  untiring  in  its  efforts,  and  the  public  has  generously 
responded  to  its  appeals.  Many  of  the  original  contributors 
have  doubled  and  even  trebled  their  subscriptions,  while  many 
others  who  were  not  identified  with  the  starting  of  the  Insti- 
tution have  been  awakened  to  a lively  interest  in  the  same 
through  their  efforts.  The  Legislature  is  now  considering  our 
application  for  an  appropriation.  It  has  already  been 
approved  by  the  Board  of  Charities,  and  we  may  justly  hope 
that  it  will  receive  favorable  action  in  the  House,  as  we  have 
asked  no  more  than  actual  necessities  will  require,  and  the 
importance  of  our  Institution  is  well  understood  in 
Harrisburg. 

Mor  would  I close  this  report  without  a word  concern- 
ing our  worthy  Superintendent  and  his  wife.  He  is  one  of 
nature’s  noblemen  whose  enthusiastic  labors  in  behalf  of  those 
for  whom  our  Institution  is  designed  to  care  must  see  the 
fullest  fruition.  Me  are  indeed  to  congratulate  ourselves  on 
having  secured  as  the  active  head  of  our  Institution  those 
who  are  so  admirably  adapted  by  nature  and  experience  for 
the  delicate  and  discriminating  Avork  required  by  their 
position.  Hot  only  has  the  indefatigable  efforts  of  Prof.  II. 
B.  Jacobs  brought  the  school  work  to  a degree  of  efficiency 
that  is  gratifying  to  us  all,  but  his  suggestions  and  quick  fore- 
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sight,  born  of  broad  experience,  has  aided  us  in  other  lines. 
His  lively  interest  in  our  new  building,  inspired  by  a desire 
to  have  its  appointments  of  the  most  complete  and  convenient 
sort,  has  materially  lessened  the  labors  of  the  Building 
Committee. 

With  each  succeeding  report  my  appreciation  of  the 
grandeur  of  a labor  such  as  ours  becomes  keener.  The  Master 
went  about  healing  the  eyes  of  the  blind  and  doing  good. 
To  us  has  been  left  the  legacy  of  extending  Christian  charity. 
We  are  doing  what  we  can  to  make  easier  and  cast  some 
gleam  of  hope  into  the  lives  of  those  who  are  so  fearfully 
handicapped. 

You  have  done  nobly  in  the  year  gone  by,  members  of 
the  Board  and  the  several  Committees.  Allow  me  to  thank 
you  one  and  all,  and  may  God  grant,  as  our  work  expands, 
we  may  have  the  heart  to  do  and  the  will  to  dare  whatever 
Duty  places  upon  us. 

A.  M.  Marshall, 

President. 


May  1st,  1893. 
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Secretary’s  IReport. 


To  the  Incorporators  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution 

for  the  Blind: 

Gentlemen. — The  Secretary  begs  leave  to  present  bis 
report  as  follows: 

The  reports  of  the  President,  Treasurer  and  Superintend- 
ent so  fully  cover  the  business  of  the  corporation  that  little 
is  left  for  submission  by  the  Secretary. 

The  changes  in  Board  Management  during  the  year 
were  the  election  of  Mr.  J.  M.  Schoonmaker,  Chairman  of 
the  Building  Committee  in  place  of  Mr.  II.  K.  Porter,  who 
was  unable  to  act  by  reason  of  absence  from  the  city,  and  the 
addition  of  Mr.  O.  M.  Edwards  to  the  Building  as  well  as  the 
Executive  Committee. 

'With  the  Board  meetings  and  Executive  Committee  and 
Building  Committee  sessions,  the  Managers  have  devoted  a 
great  deal  of  valuable  time  to  the  work  of  the  Institution,  in 
addition  to  most  generous  contributions  of  money. 

On  July  18th,  1892,  when  plans  for  the  new  building 
were  about  matured,  the  Board  set  to  work  to  raise  the 
additional  $20,000  required  to  insure  the  completion  of  at 
least  a portion  of  the  new  building.  It  was  agreed  that  no 
subscription  should  be  binding  until  the  sum  total  of  the 
subscriptions  had  reached  $20,000. 

On  said  July  18th,  the  following  paper  was  issued  by 
the  Board: 

In  consideration  of  the  bequest  of  Miss  Jane  Holmes  for 
the  establishing  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for 


10 


the  Blind,  by  which  the  sum  of  $45,000  has  already  been 
paid  into  that  treasury; 

And  in  further  consideration  of  the  giftof  $10,000  from 
the  Thompson  Bell  estate; 

And  in  further  consideration  of  the  bequest  of  Captain 
B.  C.  Gray,  in  accordance  with  which  his  executors  have 
paid  in  the  sum  of  $'5,1  TO; 

And  in  further  consideration  of  the  gift  of  $5,000  by 
the  late  Wm.  Thaw; 

And  iu  further  consideration  of  the  gifts  of  the  individ- 
uals in  this  community  in  cash,  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer,  amounting  to  $76,000; 

And  in  further  consideration  of  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Mary  E. 
Schenley  of  five  acres  of  ground  on  Bellefield  Avenue,  in  the 
Fourteenth  Ward  of  this  city,  for  the  permanent  site,  which 
ground  is  probably  worth  at  least  $75,000  to  $100,000; 

And  in  further  consideration  of  the  fact  that  suitable 
buildings  for  this  school  (already  in  a prosperous  existence), 
can  be  erected  for  the  sum  of  about  $120,000,  we  agree, 
each  for  himself,  and  each  with  every  other  subscriber,  to 
pay  the  sums  set  against  our  respective  names,  on  condition 
that  no  one  of  these  new  subscriptions  made  after  July  1st, 
1892,  shall  be  binding  until  the  total  sum  of  $20,000,  in 
bona  fide  subscriptions,  shall  be  secured. 

Terms  of  payment  shall  be  in  two  (2)  semi-annual  pay- 
ments, within  one  (1)  year  of  the  date  on  which  the  Trustees 
shall  declare  this  sum  of  $20,000  to  have  been  reached. 

To  this  paper  the  following  subscriptions  have  been 


made : 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Bell,  for  the  Thompson  Bell  estate  - $2,500 

IT.  K.  Borter,  - 1,000 

A.  M.  Marshall,  - - - - 1,000 

Benj.  Thaw,  - - - - 1,000 
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IV e trust  that  you  will  give  this  your  careful  considera- 
tion and  be  ready  with  a generous  subscription  ivhen  the 
Directors  call  upon  you,  unless  you  prefer  to  send  your  sub- 
scription by  mail. 

Signed  by  the  President  and  Directors. 

On  August  19th,  or  one  month  later,  the  following 
paper  wTas  issued  by  the  Board: 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  August  19,  1892. 

To  the  Friends  of  the  Western  P cnnsylvcinia  Institution  for 

the  Blind , and  to  the  Subscribers  to  its  Building  Fund: 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind 
takes  great  pleasure  in  announcing  that  within  one  month  of 
the  issuance  of  our  recent  Circular  and  appeal,  the  twenty 
thousand  dollars  have  been  raised,  on  which  subscriptions 
were  conditioned. 

This  marked  success,  at  this  time  of  business  troubles  in 
our  city,  and  in  the  absence  of  a large  number  of  the  friends 
of  the  Institution,  gives  us  great  encouragement,  as  showing 
the  widespread  interest  in  the  Institution. 

"While  we  are  very  grateful  in  acknowledging  that  this 
minimum  sum  has  been  pledged,  we  desire  to  call  your  atten- 
tention  to  the  fact  that  a much  larger  amount  is  needed  to 
complete  the  work,  viz. : twenty  thousand  to  thirty  thousand 
dollars,  in  addition  to  the  sum  already  subscribed. 

We  make  this  special  statement,  that  all  the  subscribers 
and  friends  may  understand  that  the  full  amount  required  has 
not  yet  been  received.  Some  who  have  already  given,  con- 
template enlarging  their  subscriptions,  and  many  have  not  yet 
been  seen,  or  have  not  given  a decision.  It  will  be  very 
gratifying  to  the  Board  if  this  announcement  may  secure 
responses  from  many  others  who  will  be  willing  to  give  assist- 
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ance  at  this  time,  securing  the  success  of  the  enterprise  with- 
out a question. 

Grateful  for  the  kind  reception  that  has  been  accorded 
the  Directors  in  soliciting  for  this  fund,  and  hoping  that  at  an 
early  day  the  total  amount  will  be  provided,  we  remain, 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

¥m.  A.  Herron, 

Rev.  .John  G.  Brown, 
George  W.  Dilworth, 

II.  K.  Porter, 

Benjamin  Thaw, 

O.  M.  Edwards, 

J.  M.  SciIOONMAJKER, 

Directors. 

A resolution  was  also  adopted  by  the  Board  making  the 
subscriptions  payable  one-half  on  Feb.  20th,  1S93,  and  the 
other  half  August  20th,  1893,  and  by  reference  to  the 
Treasurer’s  report  it  will  be  seen  that  the  call  issued  in 
February  resulted,  in  a number  of  instances,  in  the  payment  of 
subscriptions  in  full,  which  fact  is  doubly  gratifying  to  the 
Board. 

The  contract  for  the  new  buildings  was  finally  awarded 
Aug.  24th,  1892,  to  Mr.  George  Cochrane  & Sons,  who  are 
to  complete  the  work  by  January  1st,  18  94. 

The  Secretary  finds  pleasure  in  reporting  that  Mrs. 
Mary  E.  Schenley  has  furnished  the  Board  a supplemental 
deed,  by  which,  should  it  become  necessary  in  the  future, 
the  Board  may,  with  the  consent  of  the  Court,  sell  the  Belle- 
field  property  and  purchase  other  property  anywhere  in 
Allegheny  County. 

The  following  paper  was  spread  upon  the  minutes  in 
recognition  of  this  generous  action: — 

O O 


A.  M.  Marshall,  President , 
Percy  F.  Smith,  Secretary , 
C.  F.  Dean,  Treasurer , 
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Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  March  10,  1893. 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  Schenley: 

Dear  Madam : — The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind  hereby  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  the  valuable  legal  paper  executed  by  you,  and 
appreciate  most  highly  your  generous  action.  The  ability  to 
make  conveyance  of  this  valuable  piece  of  land  at  some  day 
in  the  future,  in  case  of  a possible  necessity,  relieves  our 
Board  very  greatly,  and  is  most  considerate  on  your  part 
toward  Miss  Holmes,  whose  large  bequest  made  this  Institu- 
tion possible,  and  toward  every  other  giver,  large  and  small, 
who  shares  with  you  in  any  measure  in  carrying  it  forward  in 
its  beneficent  aims.  If  it  were  impossible  for  us  ever  to  do 
this,  no  matter  what  the  necessity,  this  would  very  likely  at 
some  time  deter  persons  feeling  like  giving  the  Institution 
large  sums  of  money,  and  might  prevent  the  State,  even, 
from  giving  appropriations  for  improvements. 

Your  kind  action  increases  very  greatly  the  value  of 
your  great  gift,  and  we,  as  a Board,  tender  you,  through  your 
agent,  Col.  Herron,  our  heartfelt  thanks. 

Very  respectfully, 

In  behalf  of  the  Board. 

A.  M.  Marshall,  President. 

Percy  F.  Smith,  Secretary. 

Two  items  of  expense  have  thus  far  been  incurred,  viz., 
on  account  of  new  building,  $76.40  for  pipe  connections,  Ac., 
and  $9,000  on  the  architect’s  first  estimate  for  the  contractor. 

The  Secretary  would  also  report  the  deaths  of  Mr. 
Joseph  Horne,  a Life  Manager,  and  of  Dr.  C.  G.  Hussey  and 
Mr.  Charles  Arbuthnot,  recent  contributors. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Percy  F.  Smith, 

Secretary. 


May  1st,  1893. 
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treasurer’s  IReport. 


Sixth  Annual  Report  of  C.  F.  Dean,  Treasurer  of  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind. 


1892. 

May  1. 


1893. 
May  1. 


“ Permanent  Fund.” 


Balance  on  hand $32,959  79 

Subscriptions  paid  (Schedule  “ A ”)  517,692  50 

Received  interest  “ “ B ” 2,875  00 

Reimbursed  by  State  Treasurer 5,066  80 

Wilkinsburg  School  Bond  paid: 1,000  00  26,634  30 

559,594  08 


Disbursements. 


New  Building 9,076  40 

Investment  Fund.  Mortgage 5,216  00 

Thirty-third  Street  Sewer 245  00 

Amount  advanced  on  account  of  Current 

Expenses.  (Schedule  “ C”) 6,735  65  21,273  05 


Balance  on  hand 38,321  03 

$59,594  08 


Union  Nat.  Bank  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  , 

May  1st,  1893. 

Tliis  is  to  certify  that  the  sum  of  $38,321.03  stands  to 
the  credit  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 
Blind  on  the  books  of  this  bank  at  this  date. 


R.  S.  Smith,  President. 
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Subscriptions  IPaiO 


Schedule  “A."’ 

Mrs.  Mary  Thaw  Thompson,  . . $ 500  00 

G.  M.  Laughlin,  . . . 100  00 

T.  C.  Jenkins,  . . . . 100  00 

J.  Porterfield,  . . . 100  00 

J.  H.  Lockhart,  . . . . 25  00 

Frank  F.  Kicola,  ...  50  00 

Shoenberger  & Co.,  . . . 2,50  00 

G.  Iv.  Stevenson,  . . . 100  00 

James  S.  McCord,  . . . 100  00 

A.  Dempster,  . . . . 100  00 

C.  G.  Hussey,  . . . . 500  00 

William  E.  Lincoln,  . . ; 250  00 

W.  B.  Negley,  ....  100  00 

Mary  P.  Lincoln,  . . . 250  00 

William  P.  DeArmit,  . . . 150  00 

Mrs.  George  Porter,  . . . 150  00 

National  Tube  Works  Co.,  . . 100  00 

S.  P.  ILarbison,  . . . 100  00 

Felix  E.  Brunot,  . . . 500  00 

Joseph  Wood  well  & Co.,  . . 100  00 

H.  Iv.  Porter,  . . . . 500  00 

J.  Kaufman  & Bro.,  . . . 50  00 

J.  J.  Porter  & Co.,  ...  25  00 

A.  J.  Logan,  . . . 50  00 

G.  B,  Hill,  . . . . 50  00 

Henry  Metzgar,  . . . 100  00 
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Robert  Pitcairn, 

100 

00 

'William  "McConway, 

300 

00 

Miss  Jane  Holmes, 

500 

00 

William  Scott, 

100 

00 

John  Eaton, 

100 

00 

J.  P.  Hanna, 

1,000 

00 

C.  J.  Clarke, 

500 

00 

Bindley  Hardware  Co., 

100 

00 

A.  Garrison  Foundry  Co., 

500 

00 

Mrs.  E>.  C.  Phillips, 

500 

00 

Hon.  John  Dalzell, 

25 

00 

J.  A.  Henderson, 

10 

00 

Wolff,  Lane  & Co., 

100 

00 

Mrs.  Thomas  M.  Howe, 

25 

00 

Mrs.  Herbert  DuPuy, 

100 

00 

G.  H.  Christy, 

250 

00 

0.  M.  Edwards, 

200 

00 

John  F.  Scott, 

100 

00 

F.  W.  McKee, 

25 

00 

E.  II.  Myers, 

15 

00 

A.  J.  Armstrong, 

100 

00 

II.  S.  A.  Stewart, 

200 

00 

W.  Mullins, 

250 

00 

Charles  J.  Travelli, 

100 

00 

William  G.  Johnston, 

125 

00 

Thompson  F.  McClintock, 

12 

50 

Mrs.  Mary  Rees, 

50 

00 

Mrs.  Florence  R.  Scully, 

10 

00 

Blanche  J.  Rees, 

10 

00 

Clementine  G.  Rees, 

10 

00 

J.  J.  Buchanan, 

100 

00 

B.  Thaw, 

1,000 

00 

W.  J.  Sawyer, 

100 

00 
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W.  M.  McKelvev, 

E.  M.  Bigelow, 

F.  LeMoyne, 

W.  L.  Arrott, 

J.  W.  Herron, 

Boggs  & Buhl, 

E.  T.  Dravo, 

S.  W.  Black, 

W.  D.  Wood. 

J.  B.  Jackson, 

J.  Gf.  Stephenson, 

C.  B.  McLean, 

J.  J.  Yandergrift, 

Henry  L.  Berger, 

Estate  of  Thompson  Bell. 
Mary  C.  Thaw, 

C.  C.  Scaife, 

B.  Wolff,  Jr., 

Mrs.  John  Dunlap, 

J.  M.  Kenney, 

A.  M.  Marshall, 

John  Walker, 

A.  W.  Mellon 

D.  Herbert  Hostetter, 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Arrott, 

William  B.  Wolfe, 

Estate  of  Charles  Arbuthnot, 
John  Keeb, 


125 

00 

100 

00 

100 

00 

200 

00 

250 

00 

125 

00 

50 

00 

100 

00 

125 

00 

250 

00 

100 

00 

50 

00 

250 

00 

50 

00 

1,250 

00 

500 

00 

25 

00 

150 

00 

100 

00 

50 

00 

500 

00 

1,000 

00 

100 

00 

500 

00 

50 

00 

50 

00 

500 

00 

25 

00 

817,692 

50 
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Schedule  “ B.” 

Interest  received  from  Union  Nat.  Bank..$  920  00 


“ Collateral  Loan 1,200  00 

,l  Bonds 122  00 

“ Mortgages 633  00 


$ 2,875  00 


Schedule  “C.” 


Furniture 

Repairs  and  Insurance 

Printing 

Supplies 

Salaries 

Sundry  expenses 


518  09 
155  10 
221  00 
627  06 
2,796  60 
2,417  80 

6,735  65 


Tlie  undersigned  committee  appointed  to  examine  the 
above  account  of  C.  F.  Dean,  Treasurer,  hereby  certifjr  that 
they  have  made  such  examination,  and  have  found  the  said 
account  to  be  correct. 

G.  W.  Dilworth, 

W.  A.  Herron, 

O.  M.  Edwards. 

Committee. 
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Original  Subscriptions. 


Estate  of  Jane  Holmes, 

. $40,000 

M.  J.  Marshall,  Trustee, 

10,000 

Estate  of  R.  C.  Gray, 

5,121 

Estate  of  William  Thaw, 

5,000 

Estate  of  Jane  Holmes, 

5,000 

Joseph  Horne, 

5 0 0 

A.  Garrison, 

500 

J.  M.  Schoonmaker, 

500 

W.  K.  Gillespie, 

25 

W.  E.  Schmertz, 

100 

J.  D.  Scully, 

10 

G.  B.  Logan, 

25 

W.  M.  McKelvey, 

50 

J.  E.  Schwartz, 

250 

W.  H.  Winslow, 

50 

P.  Duff  & Son, 

50 

Samuel  Hamilton, 

250 

Thomas  M.  Armstrong:, 

250 

P.  C.  Knox, 

100 

G.  W.  Dil worth, 

250 

Lawrence  Dilworth, 

250 

C.  F.  Dean, 

100 

John  Caldwell, 

50 

O.  M.  Edwards, 

. 50 

E.  O.  Anderson, 

50 

Mary  C.  Irwin, 

100 

A.  P.  Burchfield, 

50 

Mellor  & Hoene, 

100 

Spang,  Chalfant  & Co., 

500 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 
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C.  B.  Shea,  . . . 100  00 

D.  Bushnell,  . . . . 500  00 

C.  W.  Batchelor.  . . . 100  00 

W.  A.  Herron,  . . . 100  00 

J.  W.  Arrott,  . . . 100  00 

Schaul  & Bonk,  . . . 5 00 

G.  S.  Schwaub  & Bro.,  . . 25  00 

Matilda  W.  Denny,  . . . 250  00 

C.  R.  Dilworth,  . . . 100  00 

J.  R.  Dilworth,  . . . 100  00 

G.  K.  Stevenson,  . . . 100  00 

J.  Porterfield,  . . . 100  00 

Dr.  J.  A.  Lippincott,  . . 250  00 

R.  K.  Wilson,  ....  100  00 

Wolff,  Lane  & Co.,  ' . . 100  00 

Charles  Lockhart,  . . . 500  00 

T.  LI.  Given,  . . . 25  00 

LI.  K.  Porter,  ....  500  00 

H.  Holdship,  . . . 500  00 

L.  Irwin,  . . . . 15  00 

Alexander  Bradley,  . . . 250  00 

S.  S.  Marvin,  . . . 100  00 

R.  Miller,  Jr.,  . . . 100  00 

Charles  Paine,  . . . . 50  00 

W.  D.  Wood,  ...  250  00 

M.  II.  Danziger,  . . . 250  00 

A.  Kirkpatrick  & Co.,  . . 25  00 

A.  M.  Brown,  . . . . 250  00 

LI.  Phipps,  Jr.,  . . . 500  00 

C.  E.  Rurasey,  . . . . 50  00 

A.  M.  Marshall,  . . - 500  00 

For  additional  Subscriptions,  see  Treasurer's  Report, 
pages  15-17. 
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IRepovt  of  Butlbing  Committee. 


To  the  Incorporators  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution 

for  the  Blind : 

Gentlemen: — Your  Building  Committee  respectfully 
report  that  since  their  last  statement  the  plans  for  the  new 
building  then  under  consideration  were  concluded  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  entire  Board,  and  a contract  for  its  con- 
struction awarded  to  Mr.  George  A.  Cochrane,  of  Allegheny 
City,  the  lowest  responsible  bidder,  at  a cost  of  $86,400.00, 
and  work  was  commenced  on  the  same  late  in  the  fall  of  last 
year. 

Unfortunately,  the  severity  of  last  winter  forced  an 
entire  suspension  of  work  just  as  the  foundations  were 
approaching  completion,  and  the  extremely  wet  character  of 
the  spring  months  of  this  year,  after  work  was  resumed, 
have  delaved  the  work  of  construction,  so  that  at  this 
writing  the  brick  work  is  hardly  up  to  the  level  of  the 
second  floor. 

The  contractor,  however,  assures  us  he  will  make  up  for 
lost  time  and  complete  the  building  within  the  time  specified 
in  the  contract.  January  1st,  1894. 

The  price  above-named  is  only  for  the  main  building, 
and  that  in  an  incomplete  condition,  our  aim  being  to  finish 
only  such  portions  of  the  main  building  as  are  necessary  to 
meet  present  wants,  and  enable  the  Institution,  which  has 
already  outgrown  its  present  quarters,  to  occupy  the  new 
building  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 
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Plans  for  the  boiler-house,  laundry,  steam  heating, 
plumbing,  etc.,  are  all  in  progress  of  completion,  an!  will  be 
ready  as  soon  as  the  work  can  be  commenced  on  the  same. 

Your  Committee  again  take  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony 
to  the  eminent  services  of  Prof.  H.  B.  Jacobs,  in  his 
endeavor  to  make  our  new  institution,  as  we  now  are 
assured  it  will  be  when  finished,  the  most  complete  establish- 
ment of  its  kind,  in  this  or  any  other  country. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  M.  ScHOONMAKER, 

Chairman. 


May  1st,  1893. 
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Superintenbent’s  IRepovt. 


Western  ipenns^lvania  Unstitution  for  tbc  JSlinO. 


Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  1,  1893. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  : 

Gentlemen — I have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my 
third  annual  report  of  the  practical  workings  and  condition 
of  this  Institution,  the  same  being  for  the  year  ending  on 
this  date. 

While  it  is  not  expected  that  this  report  shall  contain  much 
more  than  a brief  account  of  the  operations  of  the  enter- 
prise during  the  past  year — yet,  for  the  encouragement  and 
satisfaction  of  those  who  have  contributed  so  liberally  to  its 
funds,  and  for  the  purpose  of  giving  information  to  those 
who  are  interested  in  the  various  movements  for  the  ameliora- 
tion of  the  condition  of  the  unfortunate  classes  in  our  midst, 
I deem  it  pertinent,  at  this  stage  of  its  development,  to 
endeavor  to  present,  incidentally,  and  in  as  small  a compass 
as  possible,  some  idea  of  the  aims  and  purposes  of  the 
Institution,  and  the  character  of  the  work  we  are  doing. 

In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  year,  it  gives  me  great 
pleasure  to  be  able  to  say,  that  the  results  show  that  the 
Institution,  has  greatly  increased  in  usefulness  and  has  attained 
a degree  of  prosperity  that  could  scarcely  be  expected  of  an 
establishment  of  this  kind,  that  has  only  been  in  active 


operation  two  and  a half  years.  In  every  department  is 
manifest  the  evidence  of  remarkable  success. 

The  general  health  of  the  school  has  been  excellent,  the 
discipline  has  been  good,  and  the  attendance  of  pupils  upon 
the  daily  exercises  has  been  satisfactory.  The  building  has 
always  been  clean  and  tidy.  The  tables  have  been  supplied 
with  an  abundance  of  wholesome  and  nutritious  food.  It 
has  been  well  prepared  and  varied  in  a manner  conducive  to 
good  health.  The  work  of  instruction  has  been  conducted 
with  energy  and  fidelity  ; the  pupils  have  been  kept  interested 
in  their  studies  ana  well  employed,  and  commendable  progress 
has  been  made  in  every  line  of  effort. 

In  the  classification  of  work,  and  in  the  choice  of  means 
and  methods  of  instruction,  in  fact,  in  our  whole  manage- 
ment of  the  affairs  of  the  Institution,  we  have  kept  promi- 
nently in  view  its  grand  mission,  namely,  the  training,  as  far 
as  it  is  possible  to  do  so,  of  those  placed  under  our  care  to  be- 
come self-reliant,  self-supporting  and  useful  members  of  society; 
and  we  have  endeavored  to  impress  upon  every  one  connected 
with  the  school  the  fact,  that  success  in  this  regard  can  only  be 
attained  by  perseverance  and  incessant  application.  Self- 
reliance.  added  to  a consciousness  of  one’s  ability  to  support 
himself,  tends  to  independence  and  self-respect  ; and  inde- 
pendence and  self-respect,  supplemented  by  a high  sense  of 
moral  responsibility  and  duty,  give  contentment  and  happi- 
ness ; and  with  no  class  is  this  more  fully  exemplified  than 
with  intelligent  blind  people. 

THE  SESSIONS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 

The  last  term  of  the  school  (the  second  since  its  organiza- 
tion) closed  on  Friday,  June  17,  1892,  after  a continuous 
session  of  forty-one  weeks  and  three  days.  There  were 


twenty  six  pupils  present  at  the  close  of  the  terra,  just  two 
less  that  the  whole  number  enrolled  during  the  year. 

The  current  terra  commenced  auspiciously  on  Wednesday 
morning,  the  7th  day  of  September  last.  The  number  of 
pupils  admitted  to  date  is  32,  of  whom  19  are  boys,  and  13 
girls.  Of  these,  30 — 17  boys  and  13  girls  are  now  in  attend- 
ance. Of  the  number  enrolled  this  year,  six — four  boys  and 
two  girls — are  new  pupils  who  had  never  attended  school 
anywhere  before:  the  remaining  26  were  present  during  the 
last  session.  The  total  number  of  pupils  admitted  to  the  In- 
stitution since  its  organization  is  38 — 22  bo  vs  and  16  girls. 

We  have  in  attendance  as  many  pupils  as  it  is  possible  for 
us  to  accommodate  in  our  present  quarters.  At  first,  this 
building  was  regarded  as  admirably  suited  for  the  temporary 
home  of  the  school,  but  we  have  already  outgrown  its  capac- 
ity. It  is  full  to  overflowing,  and  we  cannot  admit  more 
pupils  until  other  accommodations  are  provided.  In  fact, 
were  it  not  for  the  patience  of  teachers  and  others  in  charge, 
and  their  willingness  to  endure  many  inconveniences  and  de- 
privations, it  would  be  difficult  to  keep  the  school  in  proper 
working  order. 

But,  notwithstanding  the  lack  of  facilities  and  the  disad- 
vantages under  which  we  have  been  compelled  to  labor,  we 
feel  that  much  has  been  accomplished.  The  school  has  ad- 
vanced rapidly  in  all  its  important  features.  It  has  had  a 
steady  and  substantial  growth,  not  only  in  the  number  of 
pupils,  but  also  in  the  character  of  the  work  done,  from  the 
beginning.  Indeed,  the  history  of  no  institution  of  this  kind 
in  this  country,  shows  more  gratifving  achievements  in  so 
brief  a period  of  time.  The  work  of  the  past  two  years  has 
been  as  good  seed  sown  upon  well  prepared  ground,  and  is 
bearing  fruit.  Everywhere  about  the  establishment  there 
is  the  evidence  of  system,  a business-like  earnestness  in  the 
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discharge  of  duty,  and  a desire  on  the  part  of  every  one  to 
bring  the  Institution  up  to  the  highest  plane  of  efficiency. 

THE  INSTITUTION ITS  PLACE  AND  FUTURE. 

We  have  here  the  foundation  of  an  Institution  that  is  des- 
tined to  become,  in  many  respects,  of  incalculable  benefit  to 
the  blind  in  the  Western  part  of  our  State,  and  that  will  do 
much  towards  placing  Pennsylvania  in  an  advanced  position 
with  her  sister  States  in  matter  of  making  liberal  and  ade- 
quate provision  for  the  education  of  this  unfortunate  class  of 
children.  It  is  fast  becoming  an  object  of  attention  and  in- 
terest among  the  people,  and  will  soon  be  recognized  as  one  of 
the  leading  benevolent  enterprises  in  this  community — a 
credit  to  this  city  and  an  enduring  monument  to  the  wisdom 
and  philanthropy  of  its  founders  and  promoters. 

We  feel  that  most  of  the  hard  and  oft  discouraging  pioneer 
work  in  undertakings  of  this  kind,  has  been  done.  What  is 
now  needed  to  insure  a continuance  of  its  growth  and  pros- 
perity, and  to  make  it  one  of  the  leading  institutions  of  its 
kind  in  the  land,  is  a wise  and  liberal  policy,  in  the  manage- 
ment of  its  affairs,  and  a system  of  education  broad  enough 
in  scope,  and  brought  up  to  a standard,,  to  meet  the  special 
requirements  of  blind  students. 

That  there  was  a demand  for  an  institution  of  this  char- 
acter in  this  section  of  the  State,  lias  been  fully  demonstrated,  and 
it  seems  to  be  conceded  by  all  who  have  given  the  matter 
thought,  that  Pittsburgh  is  the  proper  place  for  its  location. 

I take  occasion  to  repeat  here,  in  substance,  a statement  made 
in  my  last  annual  report,  namely,  that  there  is  little  doubt 
but  that  many  blind  children  in  the  Western  part  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, have  been  permitted  to  grow  to  manhood  and  woman- 
hood without  the  training,  morally,  physically  and  intellec- 
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tually,  necessary  to  fit  them  for  lives  of  usefulness,  simply 
because  of  the  fact  that  hitherto,  the  only  institution  in  the 
State  for  the  education  of  this  class  of  children,  was  located 
at  Philadelphia;  and  many  parents  were  unwilling  to  send 
their  especially  dependent  children,  three  or  four  hundred 
miles  from  home  to  school. 

This  has  been  repeatedly  verified  since  the  opening  of  this 
institution.  We  have  admitted  to  the  school  a number  of 
pupils  who  are  well  advanced  in  their  teens,  but  they  had 
never  attended  school  before.  Little  or  no  effort  had  been 
made  to  give  them  even  the  simplest  rudiments  of  an  educa- 
tion . They  had  grown  in  body,  but  their  minds  were  unde- 
veloped and  immature,  and  they  were  as  simple  in  habits  and 
thought  as  children  of  six  or  eight  years  of  age.  But,  since 
they  have  been  in  the  Institution,  and  under  careful  and 
systematic  training,  their  dormant  faculties  have  been  aroused 
and  are  becoming  more  and  more  active.  Instead  of  spend- 
ing their  time  in  a hopeless  and  aimless  manner,  they  are 
beginning  to  think  and  act  and  do  for  themselves.  They  have 
been  greatly  benefitted  by  the  regular  exercises  and  duties  of 
the  school,  and  by  contact  daily  with  other  pupils,  who  are 
bright  and  active.  There  is  more  in  life  to  them  now  than 
they  ever  realized  before, — more  in  which  they  take  interest, 
— more  attractions — more  pleasure. 

As  soon  as  the  parents  of  these  pupils  heard  of  the  organi 
zation  of  this  school,  they  hastened  to  avail  themselves  of  its 
advantages.  They  admitted  that,  although  they  were  solicit- 
ous for  the  future  welfare  of  their  children  and  deplored  the 
fact  that  they  were  growing  up  without  the  training  they  so 
much  needed,  still  they  could  not  be  persuaded  to  send  them 
to  the  Eastern  part  of  the  State  to  be  educated.  They,  as 
well  as  many  others,  rejoice  that  we  have  in  our  midst  an 
Institution  of  this  kind. 


28 


INSTRUCTION. 

To  devise  a system  of  instruction  for  the  blind,  that  will 
prove  eminently  successful  in  its  operations  in  all  its  de- 
tails, is  by  no  means  an  easy  task.  The  conditions  are  so 
various,  and  sometimes  so  peculiar,  and  frequently  so  different 
from  those  which  are  present,  and  must  be  considered  in  the 
training  of  a class  of  students  who  are  in  full  posses- 
sion of  all  their  senses,  that  it  is  often  difficult  to  decide 
upon  the  course  to  pursue,  that  the  greatest  benefit 
may  result  to  the  individual  pupil  from  our  instruction.  How- 
ever, m all  our  training  we  aim  to  be  thoroughly  practical, 
and  direct  our  pupils  along  such  lines  as  will  lead  to  the  best 
preparation  we  can  give  them  for  earning  tlieir  own  living; 
and  for  the  performance  of  the  social  duties  of  life.  To  this 
end,  we  maintain  proper  classification  of-  pupils,  and  have  in- 
corporated into  our  methods  the  latest  and  best  thought  on 
■the  subject  of  educating  blind  children. 

As  far  as  it  is  possible  to  do  so,  in  our  present  quarters,  we 
have  divided  the  work  of  the  school  into  three  departments, — 
Literary, Musical  and  Industrial.  When  we  get  into  our  new 
building,  we  expect,  not  only  to  add  materially  to  these  depart- 
ments, but  also  to  introduce  into  the  school  some  new  features, 
which,  experience  and  observation  have  led  us  to  feel,  are 
essential  to  the  successful  development  and  training  of  blind 
pupils. 

LITERARY  DEPARTMENT. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  that  excellent  work  has  been 
done  in  this  department  during  the  past  year.  The  instruc- 
tion has  been  conducted  with  care  and  earnestness,  and  no 
means  at  our  disposal  have  been  spared  to  make  it  both  inter- 
esting and  profitable. 


We  maintain  in  this  department  a judicious  classification  of 
the  pupils;  first,  for  the  mutual  benefit  that  is  derived  by  all 
in  a class,  from  the  instruction  that  is  given  in  a branch  of 
study  that  is  within  the  scope  of  comprehension  of  all  the  mem- 
bers, and  secondly,  for  the  benefit  that  is  derived  by  the 
pupils,  from  an  interchange  of  thoughts  among  themselves, 
upon  subjects  in  which  they  all  take  part,  and  are  interested. 
But,  at  the  same  time,  we  do  not  permit  classification  to 
trammel  any  pupil  of  superior  ability,  or  to  retard  him  in  his 
progress  in  any  line  of  study.  We  allow  the  largest  freedom 
to  any  one  who  manifests  special  aptitude  in  any  particular 
line  of  work,  and  encourage  the  fullest  and  most  careful 
development  of  his  talents.  We  recognize  that  here,  as  else 
where,  talent  is  various  and  individual,  and  should  be  variously 
and  individually  developed. 

We  strive  to  cultivate  a taste  for  literary  studies  and  to 
instil)  into  the  minds  of  our  pupils  the  thought  that  a sound 
education,  practically  applied,  is  the  basis  of  success  in  all 
honorable  pursuits  of  life. 

During  the  year  the  advanced  class  in  the  school  completed 
the  studies  of  Arithmetic,  Physiology  and  History  of  the 
United  States,  and  instead  of  these  branches,  they  are  now 
studying  Algebra,  Natural  Philosophy  and  General  History, 
together  with  Geography,  which  was  not  completed  with  the 
other  studies  mentioned.  In  the  lower  grades  a marked 
improvement  has  also  been  made  and  the  results  have  been 
equally  gratifying.  * 

Much  interest  has  been  taken  in  our  primary  work,  and 
care  has  been  exercised  to  employ  modes  of  instruction  that 
render  the  exercises  both  pleasant  and  attractive  to  our  young- 
pupils.  We  have  introduced  a system  of  Primary  Arith- 
metic that  we  have  never  seen  excelled  in  its  results  anywhere. 
It  is  logical  in  all  its  features,  and  so  well  adjusted  to  the 
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capacity  of  the  pupils  that  the  youngest  become  interested  in 
it,  and  soon  acquire  a comprehensive  idea  of  the  value  of 
numbers  and  how  to  make  various  combinations  with  them. 

MUSICAL  DEPARTMENT . 

Besides  the  practical  benefits  derived  from  music, — the 
opportunities  it  affords  for  earning  a living — by  those  who 
become  proficient  in  one  or  more  of  the  several  branches  of 
the  art,  the  elevating  and  refining  influence  it  exerts  upon  all 
who  engage  in  the  study  of  it,  is  of  incalculable  value.  It 
aids,  in  a remarkable  degree,  to  bring  the  blind,  even  those 
of  mediocre  attainments,  into  closer  social  relation  with  see- 
ing people,  and  into  pleasant  companionship  with  their  friends. 
Hence,  we  give  it  a prominent  place  in  our  system  of  education, 
and  devote  to  it  the  time  and  attention,  which  its  importance 
demands. 

The  instruction  in  this  department  has  been  given  with  a 
regularity  and  enthusiasm  tending  to  inspire  the  pupils  with 
confidence;  and  they  have  made  commendable  advancement 
in  both  instrumental  and  vocal  music.  With  our  present 
facilities  for  giving  instruction,  and  for  practice,  they  have 
done,  I think,  all  that  could  reasonably  be  expected  of  them. 
Eighteen  pupils  have  received  lessons  on  the  piano,  and  all  in 
the  school  but  a few,  who  are  not  yet  capable  of  receiving 
instruction  in  vocal  culture,  have  been  taught  singing.  For 
this  purpose  the  school  has  been  divided  into  two  classes,  and 
two  hours  each  week  are  devoted  to  each  class. 

INDUSTRIAL  DEPARTMENT. 

The  industrial  work  has  been  conducted  with  the  same 
ingenuity  and  fidelity  as  characterized  its  management  here- 
tofore. The  room  usually  presents  a pleasant  scene  of  busy 
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workers.  All  the  girls  and  most  of  the  boys,  especially  the 
younger  ones,  have  been  regularly  employed  in  such  branches 
of  this  work  as  we  have  been  able  to  introduce.  Most  of  our 
pupils  are  very  much  interested  in  this  work;  some  of  them 
voluntarily  spend  considerable  time  at  it,  outside  of  the 
regular  school  hours.  That  this  work  has  progressed  satis- 
factorily is  evidenced  by  the  quality  and  great  variety  of 
useful  and  ornamental  articles  made  by  the  pupils  during  the 
year.  These  are  a source  of  great  satisfaction  to  parents,  and 
attraction  to  visitors,  who  are  always  anxious  to  purchase 
them,  sometimes  leaving  orders  for  articles  that  cannot  be 
immediately  supplied. 

I am  prompted  again  to  express  profound  regret  that 
we  have  not  been  able  to  organize  and  properly  equip  a 
department,  in  which  our  older  and  larger  boys  could  be 
taught  some  heavier  and,  to  them,  more  important  industrial 
employment  than  we  are  now  teaching.  Some  of  our  pupils 
are  young  men,  and  others  are  fast  approaching  that  state; 
and  they  ought  to  be  receiving  instruction  in  some  mechani- 
cal trade. 

Congenial  employment  is  a most  excellent  panacea  for  the 
gloom  and  despondency  that  settle  down  upon  blind  people, 
when  they  begin  to  feel  the  weight  of  their  affliction.  Some 
one  has  well  said:  “Industry  favors  the  strength  and  per- 

fection of  the  body,  the  improvement  of  the  mind,  and  the 
purity  of  the  affections.  It  exempts  men  from  the  tempta- 
tions that  lead  to  sin.  ’ ’ 

But,  a department  of  manual  training,  well  furnished  with 
the  necessary  modern  appliances,  and  one  for  systematic 
physical  culture,  are  additions  to  our  work,  which  will  be 
made,  without  doubt,  upon  the  completion  of  our  new 
building. . 


THE  SECOND  ANNUAL  ENTERTAINMENT. 


The  Second  Annual  Entertainment  of  the  Institution  was 
given  in  the  chapel  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Wood 
street,  Pittsburgh,  on  Friday  evening,  June  17,  1892. 

The  numbers  on  the  programme,  both  musical  and  literary, 
were  selected  and  arranged  with  a view  to  represent  the  prog- 
ress and  attainments  of  as  many  pupils  as  possible.  Every 
number  was  rendered  in  a manner  that  elicited  a hearty 
approval  from  an  interested  and  sympathetic  audience.  It 
was  a fitting  climax  to  the  years  work. 

Before  the  last  number  on  the  programme  was  announced, 
the  Superintendent,  on  behalf  of  Miss  O.  Id.  J.  Harris,  prin- 
cipal teacher  in  the  literary  department,  presented  a number 
of  the  pupils  with  volumes  of  choice  literature  as  rewards  for 
meritorious  work  in  recitations. 

Short  and  appropriate  addresses  were  then  made  by  Mr. 
A.  M.  Marshall,  Col.  W.  A.  Herron  and  Mr.  Percy  F. 
Smith. 

There  was ' also  a creditable  display  of  useful  and  fancy 
articles  made  bv  the  pupils.  These  were  artistically  arranged 
on  two  large  tables,  and  attracted  much  attention.  Many  of 
the  articles  exhibited,  were  purchased  by  friends  of  the  school 
and  others  at  the  close  of  the  exercises. 

COLUMBUS  DAY  CELEBRATION. 

The  Institution  observed  the  four-hundreth  anniversary  of 
the  discovery  of  America  by  Columbus,  by  an  interesting 
entertainment,  which  was  given  at  Butler  Street  M.  E. 
Church,  on  the  evening  of  the  20th  of  last  October.  The 
exercises  were  held  in  one  of  the  large  lecture  rooms  attached 
to  the  church,  which  was  filled  with  an  eager  and  expectant 
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audience  when  the  school  joined  in  singing-  ‘‘America  ” with 
earnestness,  and  in  perfect  time  and  tune.  An  invocation 
was  then  offered  by  Rev.  H.  H.  Stiles,  after  which,  Joseph 
Ostander,  a pupil,  read,  in  clear  and  distinct  tones,  the  Pres- 
ident’s proclamation,  appointing  Friday,  the  21st  day  of  Octo- 
ber, 1892,  as  the  day  on  which  the  anniversary  should  be  held. 
This  was  followed  by  the  rendering  of  the  programme  as  pre- 
pared for  the  occasion: 


I’ROORAMME. 


1. 

Greeting, 

Grace  Marker. 

2. 

Chorus — “ Greeting  Song,” 

By  the  School. 

3. 

Sketch  of  Queen  Isabella, 

Maud  Hayes. 

4. 

Solo — “My  Ain  Countrie,” 

Jean  Cowan. 

7. 

Sketch  of  Columbus,  . 

Wm.  H.  Long. 

8. 

Chorus — “ Hail  Columbia,” 

The  School. 

9. 

Recitation — “ The  Voyage,” 

Joseph  Fretton. 

10. 

Dialogue — “ The  Flag,” 

By  Small  Pupils,  as  follows: 

GEORGIE  HECK. 

“Tell  me  who  can,  about  our  flag, 

With  its  red,  and  white  and  blue? 

How  came  it  to  have  so  many  stars, 

And  of  stripes  so  few? 

WALTER  RYAN  TAYLOR, 

The  thirteen  stripes  are  for  thirteen  States, 
That  first  into  the  Union  came, 

For  each  new  State  we  have  added  a star. 
But  have  kept  the  stripes  the  same. 

GEORGIE  TRAPP. 

And  these  all  reach  from  East  and  West, 
To  both  the  ocean  shores, 

And  over  all  the  proud  flag  waves, 

And  the  bird  of  freedom  soars.” 
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SCHOOL. 

Hail!  flag  of  Liberty,  Hail! 

( With  waving  of  flags.) 

EMMA  CRAVAN. 

0,  thou  flag  that  gladdenest  land  and  sea, 

What  is  thy  meaning  in  the  air? 

Flag  of  the  sun  that  glows  for  all. 

Flag  of  the  sea  that  flows  for  all,  * 

Flag  of  the  school  that  stands  for  all. 

Flag  of  the  people,  one  and  all, — 

What  is  thy  meaning  in  the  air?  0,  banner,  answer  me! 

11.  Recitation — “ Flag  of  the  Rainbow/’  ..  Jennie  Johnson. 

12.  ' Recitation — “Meaning  of  the  National  Colors,” 

Thomas  H.  Little. 

13.  Quartette — “For  All  and  Forever/’ 

Jean  Cowan,  Miss  M.  Benson,  Joseph  Fretton  and  Joe  Ostander. 

14.  Address — “ The  Meaning  of  the  Four  Centuries,” 

Frank  Gaston. 

15.  Chorus — “ Star  Spangled  Banner,”  . . School. 

1(1.  Recitation — “ The  National  Ode,”  . . Jean  Cowan. 

17.  Double  Qnartett — “ A Hundred  Years  to  Come.” 

The  performance  was  Interesting  throughout;  a departure 
from  the  usual  Institution  entertainments,  and  wras  enjoyed 
all  present. 

The  next  day  most  of  the  papers  of  the  city  gave  compli- 
mentary accounts  of  the  exercises,  from  one  of  which  we 
copy  the  following  extract: 

“The  children  were  all  in  costumes  of  the  National  colors, 
and  the  hall  was  draped  in  the  same  manner,  besides  being 
beautified  with  palms  and  other  plants.  * * * * * * 

The  performance  would  have  been  creditable  if  the  children 
had  had  the  use  of  their  eyes,  but  considering  that  they  were 


all  blind,  it  was  wonderful.  The  audience  listened  with  closest 
attention,  and  every  one  pronounced  the  evening  most  enjoy- 
able, as  well  as  instructive.  ’ ’ 

The  success  of  this  entertainment  was  due  to  the  ingenuity 
and  earnestness  of  Miss  Harris,  Miss  Taylor,  Miss  Benson 
and  Miss  Loomis. 


Washington's  Birthday  was  also  appropriately  celebrated. 
The  programme  consisted  of  appropriate  essays  and  declama- 
tions, and  patriotic  songs . The  exercises  were  held  in  the 
parlors  of  the  Institution  in  the  presence  of  the  whole  school 
and  a few  invited  guests. 

These  exercises  are  of  much  benefit  to  our  pupils.  They 
tend  to  encourage  in  them  a spirit  of  inquiry  and  earnest 
study  of  history,  and  to  the  noting  of  important  facts  that 
might  otherwise  be  passed  unobserved. 

HEALTH. 

I am  profoundly  thankful  that  I am  able  to  report  that, 
notwithstanding  the  severity  of  the  past  winter  and  the 
changeable  character  of  the  weather  during  the  spring 
months,  the  general  health  of  the  household  was  exception- 
ally good.  We  had  no  serious  sickness  of  any  kind.  Our 
pupils  have  been  almost  entirely  exempt  from  the  various 
maladies  that  prevailed  among  the  children  in  different  parts 
of  the  city,  during  the  seasons  referred  to. 

We  attribute  the  good  health  of  the  school  chiefly  to  the 
sanitary  conditions  of  the  premises,  the  regular  habits  of  the 
pupils  and  the  general  watchfulness  and  care  exercised  over 
them. 


CONCLUSION. 


In  closing  this  report,  I wish  to  bear  testimony  to  the 
efficiency  of  our  teachers  and  other  assistants  in  the  work  of 
the  school,  and  to  their  willingness  and  faithfulness  in  the 
discharge  of  every  duty.  Every  one  seemed  willing  to  bear 
a full  share  of  the  responsibility,  and,  consequently,  is  entitled 
to  due  meed  of  praise  for  whatever  measure  of  success  may 
have  attended  our  efforts. 

Ever  mindful  of  your  kind  co-operation,  and  grateful  for 
your  consideration  and  encouragement,  this  report  is 
Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  jB.  JACOBS, 

Superintendent. 
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Kalamazoo,  Michigan;  The  Western  Pennsylvanian,  pub- 
lished at  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution,  Edgewood,  Pa. ; 
The  Tablet,  Romney,  West  Virginia 


General  Information* 


The  Western  Pennsylvania  Institute  for  the  Blind  has  been 
established,  as  its  name  would  indicate,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
blind  in  the  western  part  of  the  State.  It  is  located  at 
present  in  temporary  quarters  in  building  Xo.  333  Forty- 
second  street,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

While,  at  first,  it  was  thought  this  building  was  com- 
modious and  well  suited  for  the  organization  of  the  Institu- 
tion, the  school  has  already  outgrown  its  capacity,  and  the 
necessity  for  much  larger  apartments  and  more  conveniences, 
is  apparent. 

The  managers  are  erecting  a new  building  on  the  grounds 
donated  by  Mrs.  Schenley  for  the  permanent  site  of  the 
Institution.  It  will  be  modern  in  all  its  appointments,  and 
sufficiently  large,  when  completed,  to  accommodate  a school 
of  from  150  to  200  pupils.  It  will  be  furnished  with  the 
latest  and  best  appliances  for  educating  the  blind,  and  the 
most  advanced  and  practical  methods  of  instruction  will  be 
introduced. 

Pupils  are  admitted  at  any  time  during  the  . term,  and 
placed  in  the  classes  and  at  the  work  for  which  they  are 
best  fitted,  and  in  which  they  can  make  the  most  rapid 
progress. 

Parents  and  guardians  are  required,  to  supply  their  children 
with  the  necessaiy  clothing  while  they  are  in  the  Institution, 
and  to  defray  their  travelling  and  other  incidental  expenses. 

In  case  of  serious  sickness  of  a pupil,  the  parents  or 
guardian  will  be  informed  of  the  fact  immediately,  by  letter 
or  telegram. 


A parent  or  guardian,  who  is  contemplating  the  placing 
of  a blind  child  in  this  Institution,  should  at  once  open  com- 
munication relative  thereto  with  the  Superintendent,  or  with 
Mr.  Percy  F.  Smith,  Secretary  of  the  Board,  ISTo . 204  Wood 
street,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Information  concerning  the  character  and  purposes  of  the 
Institution;  and  the  value  of  the  work  being  clone,  will  be 
cheerfully  given;  and  all  inquiries  about  the  steps  to  be 
taken  to  procure  the  admission  of  pupils,  or  the  manage- 
ment of  the  school,  will  be  promptly  answered,  by  addressing 
the  Superintendent. 
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Catalogue  of  pupils 

tin  BttcnOancc  Gbis  I?ear. 


No. 

Name.  When  Admitted.  .Residence. 

1. 

William  H.  Long, 

Oct.  15,  1890, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

2. 

Maud  Hays, 

Oct.  15,  1890, 

Allegheny  City,  Pa. 

3. 

Grace  E.  Marker, 

Oct.  15,  1890, 

Allegheny  City,  Pa. 

4. 

Theresa  Kelly, 

Oct.  16,  1890, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

5. 

Thomas  H.  J.  Little, 

Oct.  16,  1890, 

Uniontown,  Pa. 

6. 

Frank  Gaston, 

Oct.  16,  1890, 

New  Castle,  Pa. 

7. 

John  H.  Jennings, 

Oct.  16,  1890, 

Greensburg,  Pa. 

8. 

Emma  II.  Cravau, 

Oct.  16,  1890, 

Duff’s  P.  O.,  Pa. 

9. 

Walter  P.  Gordon, 

Oct.  20,  1890, 

Braddock,  Pa. 

10. 

Amanda  B.  D.  Bay, 

Nov.  11,  1890, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

11. 

Jean  Cowan, 

Dec.  4,  1890, 

Delaney,  Pa. 

12. 

Samuel  W.  Anderson, 

Jan.  19,  1891, 

Braddock,  Pa. 

13. 

Margaret  Stivason, 

April  1,  1891, 

Kittanning,  Pa. 

14. 

Joseph  C.  Fretton, 

April  28,  1891, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

15. 

Mary  A.  Nichols, 

April  30,  1891, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

16. 

Kate  Holland, 

Sept.  2,  1891, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

17. 

William  Shields, 

Sept.  3,  1891, 

Greensburg,  Pa. 

18. 

Valentine  Ommon, 

Sept.  9,  1891, 

Allegheny  City,  Pa. 

19. 

John  Taylor, 

Sept.  14,  1891, 

Creek  P.  O.,  Pa. 

20. 

Clare  M.  Bell, 

Sept.  22,  1891, 

Avalon,  Pa. 

21. 

Joseph  Ostander, 

Oct.  6, 1891, 

Woodville,  Pa. 

22. 

Walter  Ryan  Taylor, 

Nov.  27,  1891, 

Clearmont,  Pa. 

23. 

Robert  Clark, 

Feb’y  2,  1892, 

Bristol,  Pa. 

24. 

Jennie  Johnson, 

March  9,  1892, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

25. 

John  Schall, 

April  26,  1892, 

Leechburg,  Pa. 
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26. 

Ethel  E.  Crooks, 

April  28,  1892, 

Kendall  Creek,  Pa. 

27. 

George  Heck, 

Sept.  15,  1892, 

Pittsburg,  Pa, 

28. 

George  E.  Trapp, 

Oct.  3,  1892, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

29. 

George  Smith  Colvin, 

Jan.  3,  1893, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

30. 

Eliza  Johnston, 

Feb’y  27,  1893, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

31. 

Anthony  Davis, 

April  4,  1893, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

32. 

Mary  Etta  Rebok, 

April  25,  1893, 

New  burg,  Pa. 

Total  number  enrolled  since  the  organization,  . . 38 

Number  withdrawn,  ......  .6 

Number  in  attendance  this  term,  .....  32 

Number  of  new  pupils  admitted  this  term,  . . .6 


Contents  of  tbe  JBoi 

I 

Iplaceti  in  tbe 

Covneo=Stone  of  tbe  Hew  ffiuUbino. 


As  the  dav  on  which  the  corner-stone  was  laid,  November 
25th,  1892,  was  cold  and  unpleasant,  the  workmen  were 
unable  to  wall  it  in  and  make  it  secure.  Hence,  it  was  con- 
sidered unsafe  to  permit  the  box  with  its  contents  to  remain 
in  the  receptacle  prepared  for  it  in  the  stone,  and  it  was  with- 
drawn with  the  hope  that,  within  a few  days,  it  could  be 
deposited  and  made  secure.  But,  before  this  was  done,  the 
contractor,  on  account  of  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  was 
forced  to  suspend  work  on  the  building,  and  did  not  resume 
it  again  until  this  spring.  Therefore,  the  box  was  not 
permanently  deposited  and  walled  in  until  the  4th  day  of 
April  proximo.  It  is  made  of  copper,  is  securely  soldered 
shut  and  contains  the  following  articles: 

A full  set  of  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Institution,  Nos. 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  5. 

A copy  of  a complete  list  of  subscribers  to  the  fund  for  the 
erection  of  the  building. 

A copy  of  the  Pittsburg  Bulletin,  containing  a portrait  of 
Mrs.  Schenley. 

A number  of  United  States  coins  minted  in  1892.  These 
were  furnished  by  Col.  J.  M.  Schoonmaker. 

A copy  of  the  Pittsburgh  Commercial -Gazette  of  Nov.  25, 
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1892,  containing  an  account  of  the  laying  of  the  corner- 
stone. 

A copy  of  the  Pittsburg  Times  of  Nov.  25,  1892. 

A copy  of  the  Pittsburg  Post  of  Nov.  25,  1892,  contain- 
ing an  account  of  the  event. 

A copy  of  the  Pittsburg  Chronicle-Telegraph  of  Nov.  25, 
1892,  containing  an  account  of  the  ceremonies. 

A copy  of  the  Pittsburg  Leader  of  Nov.  25,  1892,  con- 
taining an  item  on  the  event. 

A copy  of  the  Pittsburg  Dispatch  of  Nov.  25,  1892. 

A copy  of  the  Pittsburg  Press  of  Nov.  25,  1892. 

A copy  of  the  Biennial  Report  of  the  Western  Pennsylva- 
nia Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  for  the  years 
1891-  ’92. 

A copy  of  a poem  “Truth  is  a Sure  Foundation  Stone,” 
written  by  Mrs.  T.  A.  Jacobs. 

A copy  of  the  programme  of  exercises  of  the  occasion. 

Copies  of  programmes  of  Public  Entertainments  held  by 
the  Institution. 

A Grand  Army  Badge  taken  from  the  lapel  of  the  coat  of 
Mr.  J.  M.  Hayes,  and  deposited  by  him 

A two -dollar  State  bank  note  of  the  Northwestern  Bank, 
Warren,  Pa.,  bearing  date  of  August  1,  1861,  furnished  by 
Mr.  Percv  F.  Smith. 
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Mlesteru  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  tbe  Blinfc. 


Made  and  adopted  by  the  members  of  the  Corporation, 
at  a general  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  and  held  March 
17th,  1887,  with  such  amendments  as  have  been  made  at 
various  meetings  of  the  Corporation,  including  the  annual 
meeting  held  May  14th,  1888,  and  at  the  Directors’  meet- 
ings. 

BUSINESS. 

1.  The  business  of  this  Corporation  shall  be  managed 
and  conducted  by  a President,  two  Vice-Presidents,  a Board 
of  Directors,  a Clerk  or  Secretary,  a Treasurer,  and  such 
other  Officers,  Agents  and  Committees  as  may  be  appointed 
from  time  to  time  by  the  Directors. 

DIRECTORS. 

2.  The  Directors  shall  be  chosen  annually  by  the 
members  of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  hold  their  offices  until 
others  are  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead. 

The  Directors  shall  be  divided  into  three  classes,  and 
three  of  them  shall  be  elected  for  a term  of  one  year,  three 
for  a term  of  two  years,  and  three  for  a term  of  three  years, 
respectively,  and  at  all  ensuing  elections  of  said  Corporation, 


45 


the  Corporators  shall  only  elect  the  number  of  Directors 
necessary  to  take  the  place  of  these  whose  term  of  office  shall 
then  expire,  and  such  Directors  shall  then  all  be  chosen  for  a 
term  of  three  years. 

ANNUAL  MEETING. 

3.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  for  the 
election  of  Directors,  and  the  transaction  of  other  business, 
shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  in  each  year  suc- 
ceeding the  present,  at  the  City  of  Pittsburgh.  General 
meetings  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation  may  be  called  by 
the  Directors  whenever  necessary.  Notice  of  all  annual  meet- 
ings shall  be  published  in  one  newspaper,  at  the  City  of  Pitts- 
burgh, at  least  five  days  prior  to  any  such  meeting. 

SECRETARY. 

4.  The  Clerk  or  Secretary  shall  record  all  the  votes  of 
the  Corporation,  and  the  minutes  of  its  transactions,  in  a book 
kept  for  that  purpose. 

TREASURER. 

5.  The  Treasurer  shall  give  bond  in  the  sum  of  $5,000, 
with  such  securities  as  the  Directors  may  require  for  the 
faithful  discharge  of  his  duties;  and  he  shall  keep  the 
moneys  of  the  Corporation  in  a separate  account,  and  shall 
report  to  the  Directors  whenever  required,  and  pay  all  war- 
rants drawn  by  the  Executive  Committee. 

PRESIDENT. 

6.  The  President,  or  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  shall 
preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Directors,  and  at  meetings  of 


the  members  of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  have  and  exercise 
all  the  powers  which  ordinarily  belong  to  the  presiding  officer 
of  representative  bodies. 


QUORUM. 

7.  A majority  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation  who 
are  present  at  any  regularly  called  meeting  shall  be  compe- 
tent to  transact  business.  Members  may  attend  in  person 
or  by  proxy. 

POWER  OF  DIRECTORS. 

8.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  fill  all  vacancies 
which  may  happen  by  death,  resignation  or  otherwise. 

9.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  make  and  enforce 
all  such  rules  and  orders  as  they  may  deem  reasonable  or 
necessary  for  the  management  of  the  affairs  and  business  of 
the  Corporation,  and  for  the  government  of  its  agents  and 
employes. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

10.  In  addition  to  the  Corporators  named  in  the 

Charter,  members  may  be  admitted  by  the  Corporators  upon 
the  following  terms:  Contributors  of  sums  of  money  or  other 

property  to  the  value  of  $500,  may  be  elected  to  life  mem. 
bership;  and  annual  contributors  of  not  less  than  $50,  may 
lie  elected  to  membership,  but  in  the  latter  case  such  member- 
ship shall  determine  upon  default  of  such  annual  contribution. 
All  members  of  the  Corporation  shall,  during  the  period  of 
their  membership,  be  entitled  to  vote  at  all  general  meet- 
ings of  the  Corporation. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 


11.  The  President  shall,  at  the  organization  of  the 
Board  each  year,  appoint  an  Executive  Committee  consisting 
of  three  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  who  shall 
examine  and  approve  all  bills,  and  when  found  in  order,  issue 
warrants  for  the  payment  of  the  same  by  the  Treasurer.  All 
bills  must  be  approved  by  the  Executive  Committee,  and 
every  warrant  shall  be  drawn  by  the  Treasurer,  and  counter- 
signed by  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

12.  The  President  shall  appoint  an  Auditing  Com- 
mittee of  th’’ee  members,  who  shall  annually  audit  the 
accounts  of  the  Secretary,  Treasurer,  or  other  officers,  and 
make  report  thereof  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  also  the 
Corporators. 

AMENDMENTS. 

13.  These  By-Laws  may  be  altered  or  amended  by  a 
two- thirds  vote  at  any  regular  meeting  of  the  Directors, 
provided  due  notice  has  been  given  at  a previous  meeting, 
and  not  otherwise. 
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Seventh  Annual  Report 


The  Directors 

OF  THE 

Western  Pennsylvania 

Institution  for  the  Blind 


Presented  to  the  Corporators 

AT  THEIR 


Annual  Meeting,  May  7th,  1894. 


Pittsburgh,  Penna. 


PITTSBURGH: 

PERCY  F.  SMITH  PRINTING  AND  LITHOGRAPHING  COMPANY,  204-206  WOOD  STREEP. 

1894. 


BOARD  OF  CORPORATORS. 

(charter  members.) 


A.  M.  MARSHALL, 

WM.  A.  HERRON, 

H.  K.  PORTER, 

JOHN  A.  WOOD, 

HENRY  HOLDSHIP, 
REV.  E.  R.  DONEHOO, 

B.  F.  LONG, 

JOHN  H.  RICKETSON, 

J.  A.  LIPPINCOTT,  M D„ 
JOHN  W.  CHALFANT, 


MORRIS  H.  DANZIGER, 
♦WILLIAM  THAW, 

OLIVER  P.  SCAIFE, 

REV.  E.  P.  COWAN,  D.  D., 
HON.  THOS.  EWING, 

L.  H.  HARRIS,  M.  D., 

REV.  J.  T.  McCRORY, 
CHARLES  J.  CLARKE, 

REV.  JOHN  G.  BROWN,  D.  D„ 
W.  H.  WINSLOW,  M.  D., 
SAMUEL  S.  BROWN, 

C.  F.  DEAN, 


A.  M.  BROWN, 

GEORGE  W.  DILWORTH, 

♦JOHN  R.  McCUNE. 


(members  by  subscription  of  $500.00.) 


CHARLES  LOCKHART, 

♦A.  GARRISON, 

J.  M.  SCHOONMAKER, 
MRS.  MARY  E.  SCHENLEY, 
F.  R.  BRUNOT, 

MRS.  D.  C.  PHILLIPS, 

MRS.  E.  M.  BELL, 

D.  H.  HOSTETTER, 

MRS.  WM.  THAW, 

S.  S.  MARVIN, 


HENRY  PHIPPS,  Jr., 

♦JOS.  HORNE, 

MRS.  M ARY  IRWIN, 

MRS.  MARY  THAW  THOMPSON, 
J.  P.  HANNA, 

B.  THAW. 

JNO.  WALKER, 

J.  J.  VANDERGRIFT, 

W.  D.  WOOD, 

JOHN  B.  JACKSON. 


DIRECTORS. 


A.  M.  MARSHALL, 

WM.  A.  HERRON, 
GEORGE  W.  DILWORTH. 
H.  K.  PORTER, 


REV.  JOHN  G.  BROWN.  D.  D , 
PERCY  F.  SMITH, 

BENJ.  THAW, 

O.  M.  EDWARDS, 

J.  M.  SCHOONMAKER. 


OFFICERS. 

A.  M.  MARSHALL, 

WM.  A.  HERRON,  .... 

REV.  JOHN  G.  BROWN,  D.  D., 

PERCY  F.  SMITH,  .... 

C.  F.  DEAN, 


President. 

First  Vice-President. 
Second  Vice-President 
Secretary. 

Treasurer. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

WM.  A.  HERRON. 
GEORGE  W.  DILWORTH. 

H.  K.  PORTER. 


COUNSELLOR. 


A.  M.  BROWN,  ESQ.,  ....  134  FIFTH  AVENUE. 


♦Deceased. 


Proceedings  of  the  Incorporators 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  incorporators  and  life  mem- 
bers of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 
Blind,  was  held  on  Monday,  May  7,  1S91,  at  2 o’clock,  p. 
m.,  in  the  new  school  building,  Bellefielcl. 

Present — Messrs.  H.  Iv.  Porter,  A.  M.  Marshall,  C. 
F.  Dean,  Rev.  Dr.  J.  T.  McCrorv,  Rev.  Dr.  JolinG.  Brown, 
Benj.  Thaw,  W.  A.  Herron  and  Percy  F.  Smith. 

On  motion,  Rev.  Dr.  McCrory  was  called  to  the  chair 
and  Percy  F.  Smith  chosen  Secretary. 

The  minutes  of  the  annual  meeting  of  May  -1,  1893, 
were  read  and  approved . 

The  reports  of  the  President,  Secretary,  Treasurer, 
Building  Committee  and  Superintendent  were  read  and 
ordered  to  be  filed  and  printed. 

Mr.  Porter  made  a verbal  report  as  to  the  condition  of 
the  finances  of  the  Board  and  said  the  institution  ought  to 
have  $10,000  to  $15,OoO  additional  subscriptions  to  fully 
complete  and  equip  the  building. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dean,  the  Building  Committee  was 
authorized  to  add  to  the  Secretary’s  report  a detailed  state- 
ment of  the  cost  of  the  new  building. 

Upon  the  report  of  the  Secretary,  the  following  persons 
were  elected  life  members,  it  appearing  that  they  have  con- 
tributed and  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  Institution,  the 
sum  of  $500. 

Mrs.  Wm  Thaw,  J.  J.  Vandergrift,  S.  S.  Marvin, 
John  B.  Jackson. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Brown,  the  thanks  of  the  corporators 
were  tendered  the  members  of  the  Building  Committee  and 
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to  Prof.  II.  P>.  Jacobs,  for  their  valuable  services  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  new  building. 

The  following'  gentlemen  were  nominated  and  elected 
© © 

Directors  for  three  years : W.  A.  Herron,  A.  M.  Marshall 

and  Rev.  John  G.  Brown,  D.D. 

The  following-  proxies  were  voted  for  the  above  named 
Directors  by  the  Secretary: — Charles  J.  Clarke,  F.  R.  Bru- 
not,  J A.  Lippincott,  M.D.,  L.  TI.  Harris,  Hon.  Thos.. 
Ewing,  Charles  Lockhart,  Henry  Holdship,  George  W.  Dil- 
worth,  A.  M.  Brown,  J.  M.  Schoonmaker,  John  Walker, 
James  P.  Hanna  and  B.  F.  Long. 

On  motion  adjourned. 

Percy  F.  Smith, 

Secretary. 


Report  of  the  President. 


To  the  Incorporators  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  the  Blind. 

Gentlemen: — At  this,  our  seventh  annual  meet- 
ing, it  is  certainly  in  order  to  exchange  mutual  congratula- 
tions. I remember  with  what  pleasure  I prepared  my 
annual  report  for  your  honorable  body  last  year,  as  I looked 
into  the  future  and  could  almost  see  the  goal,  toward  which 
we  had  been  tending  for  years,  almost  within  sight.  Another 
year  has  passed  into  the  eternity  of  time  never  to  be  recalled 
but  in  memory.  But  am  I wrong  in  proclaiming  it  the  best 
year  in  the  history  of  our  organization.  For  has  it  not  been 
the  year  of  blossom;  the  time  in  which  our  little  plant  of 
mercy  of  seven  years  ago  has  grown  into  a strong  and  healthy 
tree,  which,  this  year,  hangs  heavy  with  the  fruit  of  our 
labors?  We  have  at  last  reached  that  consummation  for 
which  we  have  all  devoutly  wished,  and  for  this  reason  I 
feel  that  this  meeting  should  be  one  of  heartiest  congratula- 
tions. 

On  Nov.  25th,  1892,  we  stood  here  attending  the 
services  connected  with  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone  of  our  new 
institution,  while  the  dull  autumnal  sky  frowned  upon  us  and 
the  rough  winds  conspired  to  chill  our  enthusiasm.  To-day 
we  hold  our  meeting  on  the  same  spot,  but  beneath  the  roof 
of  one  of  the  finest  institutions  for  the  blind  in  the  country — • 
the  pride  of  our  city,  and  the  joy  of  us  all. 

I cannot  refrain  from  especially  congratulating  our 
Building  Committee  on  the  successful  issue  of  their  labors, 
for  it  has  been  their  faithful  service  to  the  duties  imposed 
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upon  them  that  has  resulted  in  the  completeness  and  effec- 
tiveness of  this  magnificent  building.  It  is  a sign  of  goodly 
promise  when  men  burdened  with  a multitude  of  business 
cares  will  offer  themselves  an  unselfish  sacrifice  on  the  altar 
of  philanthrophy,  whose  only  reward  is  the  consciousness  of  a 
work  well  done.  Members  of  the  Building  Committee,  ac- 
cept the  hearty  thanks  of  your  co-workers  in  this  institution, 
who  keenly  appreciate  the  completeness  and  value  of  your 
labors.  Nor  should  we  omit  a word  of  passing  praise  for 
the  architects,  Geo.  S.  Orth  & Bro.  and  the  contractors, 
Messrs.  Geo.  Cochrane  & Son,  who  have  fulfilled  their 
contract  to  our  entire  satisfaction,  and  whose  courteous  co- 
operation with  the  Building  Committee  has  increased  the 
effectiveness  of  the  executive  and  practical  work  on  the 
building. 

Financially,  we  are  now  in  a better  position  than  ever 
before,  but  we  must  not  forget  that  with  the  wonderful  ex- 
pansion of  our  work  our  responsibilities  are  increased  in  pro- 
portion, a fact  which  the  gentlemen  having  our  financial 
affairs  in  charge  fully  appreciate,  and  on  whom  we  can  con- 
fidently rely  to  protect  our  institution  in  the  future  as  they 
have  dune  in  the  past.  The  appropriation  from  the  State,  which 
I anticipated  in  my  report  of  last  year,  lias  been  granted  us, 
and  will  materially  aid  us  in  carrying  forward  our  work,  to 
extend  the  limits  and  usefulness  of  which  I am  sure  the 
liberal  hand  of  our  Legislature  will  not  be  withholden  from 
us  in  years  to  come.  I have  been  particularly  impressed,  as 
I have  examined  the  list  of  subscribers,  with  the  wonderful 
assistance  we  have  received  from  the  ladies.  In  fact,  I doubt 
very  much  if  we  could  ever  have  carried  our  burden  had  not 
those  whose  hearts  are  tuned  to  the  cry  of  misfortune  been 
ready  with  open  hand  and  sympathy  to  help  us.  The  seed  of 
this  institution  was  planted  by  a noble  woman.  It  grows  in 
the  ground  donated  to  us  by  another,  who,  though  now  living 
in  a foreign  land,  has  a heart  of  sympathy  for  all  philan- 
thropic and  public  movements  in  the  city  of  her  birth.  The 
total  amount  of  cash  subscriptions  received  has  been  swelled 
to  $109,190,  of  which  amount  $70,609  has  been  received 
from  women. 
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To  the  Christian  Aid  Societ)T,  of  the  East  End,  we 
also  owe  a debt  of  thanks,  which  it  is  a pleasure  to 
acknowledge.  To  this  society  we  are  indebted  for  the 
excellent  condition  of  our  grounds,  for  they  took  upon  them- 
selves the  labor  of  levelling  up  the  grounds  and  preparing 
them  for  further  beautifying,  a work  which  has  saved  the 
institution  much  labor  as  well  as  expense.  Truly  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind  stands  a memorial  to 
the  unselfish  charity  of  philanthropic  woman. 

On  the  practical  work  among  the  pupils  does  the  success 
or  failure  of  our  institution  depend  after  all.  It  is  a most 
trying  labor,  one  requiring  untiring  patience,  consummate 
skill,  and  withal  a diplomacy  which  is  more  the  gift  of  genius 
than  the  reward  of  personal  effort,  for  certainly  none  but 
those  who  are  fitted  by  nature  could  successfully  lead  and 
teach  those  our  institution  is  designed  to  help.  Such  a 
genius  we  have  in  our  Prof.  H.  B.  Jacobs  and  his  wife, 
whose  indefatigable  and  enthusiastic  labors  among  the  pu- 
pils are  crowned  with  unqualified  success  and  which  give 
promise  for  even  better  things  as  they  will  be  given  oppor- 
tunity to  expand  with  the  increased  facilities  afforded  them 
in  our  new  building. 

I thank  you  all  for  the  mutual  efforts  which  have  resulted 
in  this  complete  structure  and  which  gives  us  so  much  joy. 
May  your  interest  in  the  work  endure  and  your  enthusiasm 
know  no  wavering. 

A.  M.  Marshall, 

President. 


May  7th,  1894. 
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Report  of  the  Secretary. 


To  the  Incorporators  and  Life  Members  of  the  Western 

Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

Gentlemen — The  Secretary  begs  leave  to  submit  the 
following  report  for  the  year  1893-4. 

On  May  8th,  1893,  Mr.  Benjamin  Thaw,  in  consequence 
of  a press  of  business  duties,  resigned  his  position  on  the 
Building  Committee,  and  Mr.  O.  M.  Edwards  was  chosen  to 
fill  the  vacancy. 

On  the  same  day  Mr.  Thaw  suggested  that  the  Can- 
vassing Committee  proceed  without  delay  to  secure  an  addi- 
tional $25,000  to  $30,000,  as  it  would  require  that  sum  to 
complete  and  furnish  the  new  building.  Very  little  work 
was  done  by  this  Committee  during  1893  on  account  of  the 
financial  depression,  but  early  in  March,  1894,  the  Exec- 
utive Committee,  by  Mr.  II.  K.  Porter,  suggested  that  ef- 
forts be  made  at  once,  or  at  the  dedication  of  the  building, 
to  secure  the  additional  money  required,  and  it  is  confidently 
believed  it  can  be  done  when  the  new  building  is  formally 
opened. 

On  the  13th  of  June,  1893,  the  school  building  on  Forty- 
second  street  being  overcrowded,  the  Superintendent  was 
authorized  to  lease  a dwelling  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
street  until  April  1st,  1894,  to  be  used  for  school  purposes, 
and  towards  fall  the  annex  of  the  school  was  in  successful 
operation. 

Of  the  $10,000  appropriated  by  the  State  for  boiler 
house,  laundry,  Ac.,  $8,550  was  paid  during  the  year. 


The  old  school  building  on  Forty-second  street,  on 
which  is  an  insurance  of  $10,000,  is  now  for  sale,  the  new 
building  having  been  occupied  in  April  of  this  year. 

The  Secretary  desires  to  call  attention  to  the  work  of 
the  Christian  Aid  Association,  of  the  East  End,  which, 
during  the  winter,  employed  idle  men,  and  expended  $1,200 
on  the  grading  and  improvement  of  the  grounds  around  the 
new  building;  and  to  convey  to  the  members  of  that  organi- 
zation the  thanks  of  the  Directors. 

The  Secretary  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  Bellefield 
avenue  is  to  be  improved,  a petition  with  a majority  in  in- 
terest of  property  holders  having  asked  for  the  same. 

It  is  especially  worthy  of  note  that  competent  judges 
state  that  the  work  of  the  pupils  of  the  Blind  Schools  ex- 
hibited at  the  World’s  Fair  did  not  surpass,  if  indeed  it 
equals,  the  work  of  the  scholars  of  the  AYestern  Pennsylvania 
Institution.  It  is  regretted  that  our  school  did  not  make  an 
exhibit . 

Acknowledgment  is  made  of  the  receipt  of  $10,000  ad- 
ditional on  April  1st,  IS 91,  from  the  estate  of  the  late  Miss 
Jane  Holmes,  whose  previous  bequests  of  $15,000  inaugur- 
ated the  movement  which  made  it  possible  for  the  incorpora- 
tors to  meet  to-day  within  the  walls  of  this  beautiful 
building. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  in  accordance  with 
the  charter  and  by-laws  the  following  persons,  by  gifts  of 
money  aggregating  $500,  are  entitled  to  the  honor  of  Life 
Members,  and  should  be  elected  at  this  meeting: 

M rs.  William  Thaw,  J.  J.  AWndergrift, 

Johx  B.  Jackson,  AY.  D.  AYoon, 

S.  S.  Marvin. 

Attention  is  directed  to  the  fact  that  the  terms  of 
Messrs.  A.  M.  Marshall,  William  A.  Herron  and  Rev.  Dr. 
John  G.  Brown,  as  Directors,  expire  with  this  meeting. 
Their  names  are  presented  for  re-election  for  three  years, 
without  opposition. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Percy  F.  Smith, 

Secretary . 
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Extract  from  the  Minutes. 


The  following  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  Board, 
May  4,  1804,  will  explain  itself. 

Pittsburg,  Pa.,  May  4,  1894. 

Col.  Wm.  A.  Herron,  City: 

My  Dear  Sir: — As  a fitting  conclusion  of  the  work  of 
our  Building  Committee  of  the  beautiful  building  of  our 
Blind  Institution,  made  possible  only  by  the  generous  bene- 
factions of  two  women,  whose  memory  will  always  be  identi- 
fied with  it,  we  are  exceeding  desirous  to  decorate  our 
reception  parlor  with  oil  portraits  of  Mrs.  Sclienley  and  Miss 
Holmes.  We  know  Mrs.  Schen ley’s  aversion  to  such  matters 
and  respect  her  for  the  same;  but  inasmuch  as  the  Institu- 
tion is  in  her  own  city,  on  her  own  farm,  is  a semi  private 
charity  of  the  most  deserving  and  Christian  character,  won’t 
}Tou  join  us  in  urging  her  consent  and  in  sending  you  a suita- 
ble photograph  from  which  our  best  artist  can  paint  same?  . 

Yours  truly, 

J.  M.  SciIOONMAKER, 

Chairman  of  the  Building  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H.  Iv.  Porter,  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors heartily  joined  in  the  above  request. 
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Report  of  the  Treasurer. 


Seventh  Annual  Keport  of  C.  F.  Dean,  Treasurer  of  die 
"Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
year  ending-  May  1,  IS 94. 

“Permanent  Fund.” 

Balance  on  hand,  May  I,  1S93 $38,321  03 

Subscriptions  paid  during  the  year $16,187  5° 

Mortgages  “ “ 5, 166  00 

Bonds  “ “ . . 2,000  00 

Collateral  Loan  “ “ 20,000  00 

Note  discounted 10,000  00 

Received  from  State  Treasurer.  Maintenance.  . . . 6,355  65 

“ “ Apparatus 1,631  38 

“ “ Buildings 8,550  00 

“ “ Deficit  for  1891,  . . 1,162  99 

Interest  received  from  Collateral  Loan $923  34 

* “ Mortgages 631  98 


Union  Nat.  Bank.  . . . 490  00  2,119  32  73,170  84 


$111,491  87 
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Report  of  Treasurer. -Continued. 


Disbursements. 


On  acct,  of  New  Buildings 

Note  paid 

Amount  advanced  from  “Permanent  Fund”. 

On  account  of  Current  Expenses 

Salaries . 

Supplies 

Repairs 

Printing 

Insurance  

Apparatus 

Furniture 

Sundry  Expenses 

Discount  paid 

Balance  on  hand,  May  i,  1894 


$88,888  00 
10,000  00 


3,754  02 
766  38 
43  65 
hi  75 
60  00 
985  50 

243  92 
2,345  40 

200  00  8,510  62 

4,093  25 

$111,491  87 


Onion  National  Bank  of  Pittsburg,  Pa., 

May  1,  1894. 

This  is  to  certify  that  the  sum  of  $4,093.25  stands  to 
the  credit  of  the  Western  Penna.  Institution  for  the  Blind  on 
the  books  of  this  bank  at  this  date. 

Cteo.  M.  Paden, 

Asst.  Caslder. 

The  undersigned  committee  appointed  to  audit  the  ac- 
count of  C.  F.  Dean,  Treasurer,  hereby  certify  that  they 
have  made  such  examination  and  find  the  above  account  to 
be  correct.  Id.  K.  Porter, 

Percy  F.  Smith, 

Auditors. 
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Subscriptions  Paid 

During  the  Year. 


James  B.  Scott 

$ 250 

00 

Moses  Atwood 

100 

00 

E.  F.  Dravo 

50 

00 

H.  K.  Porter 

500 

00 

Alex.  Bradley 

50 

00 

Mrs.  Mary  C.  Thaw 

500 

00 

W.  M.  McKelvy 

125 

00 

John  B.  Jackson 

250 

00 

J.  J.  Yandergrift  . 

250 

00 

C.  C.  Scaife 

25 

00 

C.  B.  McLean 

50 

oo 

Boggs  & Buhl 

125 

00 

W.  G-.  Johnston 

125 

00 

James  M.  Kenney 

50 

00 

J.  J.  Buchanan 

100 

00 

Estate  of  Thompson  Bell 

1,250 

00 

Thompson  McClintock 

12 

50 

Ct.  TV.  Dil worth 

500 

00 

S.  S.  Marvin 

500 

00 

Wm.  B.  Wolfe 

50 

00 

C.  B.  Shea 

100 

00 

A.  M.  Marshall 

500 

00 

W.  A.  Herron 

500 

00 

W.  D . Wood 

1 2 5 

0 0 

Standard  Radiator  Co. 

100 

00 

Estate  of  Jane  Holmes 

10,000 

00 

$16,187  50 


Subscriptions  Paid 


Year  ending  May  1st,  1893. 


Mrs.  Mary  Thaw  Thorn ps  in, 

. $ 500 

(r.  M Laughlin, 

100 

T.  C.  Jenkins, 

100 

J.  Porterfield, 

100 

J.  II.  Lockhart, 

25 

Frank  F.  Nicola, 

50 

Shoenberger  & Co. , 

250 

G.  K.  Stevenson, 

100 

James  S.  McCord, 

100 

A.  Dempster, 

100 

C.  G.  Hussey, 

500 

William  E.  Lincoln, 

250 

W.  B.  Negley, 

100 

Mary  P.  Lincoln, 

250 

William.  P.  DeArmit, 

150 

Mrs.  George  Porter, 

150 

National  Tube  Works  Co., 

100 

S.  B.  Ilarbison, 

100 

Felix  R.  Brunot, 

500 

Joseph  Wood  well  & Co., 

100 

11.  K.  Porter, 

500 

J.  Kaufman  & Bro., 

50 

J.  J.  Porter  ifc  Co., 

25 

A.  J.  Logan,  . : 

50 

G.  B.  Hill, 

50 

Henry  Metzgar, 

100 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 


Robert  Pitcairn,  . . . • $ 100  00 

William  McConway,  . . • 300  00 

Miss  Jane  Holmes,  . . • 500  00 

William  Scott,  . . • 100  00 

John  Eaton,  . . • . 100  00 

J.  P.  Hanna,  . - • 1,000  00 

C.  J.  Clarke,  . . . . 500  00 

Bindley  Hardware  Co.,  . - 100  00 

A.  Garrison  Foundry  Co. , . • 500  00 

Mrs.  D.  C.  Phillips,  . . • 500  00 

Hon.  John  Dalzell,  . . • 25  00 

J.  A.  Henderson,  . . . 10  00 

Wolf,  Lane  & Co,  . . - 100  00 

Mrs.  Thomas  M.  Howe,  . . 25  00 

Mrs.  Herbert  DuPuy,  . . • 100  00 

G.  PI.  Christy,  . . . 250  00 

O.  M.  Edwards,  . . . - 200  00 

John  F.  Sc^tt,  . . • 100  00 

F.  W.  McKee,  . . - - 25  00 

E.  IP.  Myers,  . . . 15  00 

A.  J.  Armstrong',  . . - 100  00 

H.  S.  A.  Stewart,  . . . 200  00 

W.  Mullins,  . . • . 250  00 

Charles  J.  Travelli,  . . . 100  00 

William  G.  Johnston,  . . . 3 25  00 

Thompson  PC  McClintock,  . . 12  50 

Mrs.  Mary  Rees,  . . . • 50  00 

Mrs.  Florence  R.  Scully,  . . 10  00 

Blanche  J.  Rees,  . - - 10  00 

Clementine  G.  Rees,  . . 10  00 

J.  J.  Buchanan,  . . . 100  00 

B.  Thaw,  ....  1,000  00 

W.  J.  Sawyer,  . . . . 100  00 

W.  M.  Mclvelvey,  . . . 125  00 

E.  M.  Bigelow,  . ■ . • • 100  00 

E.  LeMoyne,  . . . •'  100  00 

W.  L.  Arrott,  . . . . 200  00 

J.  W.  Herron,  . . . 250  00 

Boggs  & Buhl,  . . • • 125  00 
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E.  T.  Dravo,  . . . . $ 50  00 

S.  W.  Black,  . . . . 100  00 

W.  D.  Wood,  . . . . 125  00 

J-  B.  Jackson,  ....  250  00 

J.  G.  Stephenson,  . . . 100  00 

C.  B.  McLean,  . . . . 50  00 

J.  J.  Vandergrift,  . . . 250  00 

Henry  L.  Berger.  . . . . 50  00 

Estate  of  Thompson  Bell,  . . 1,250  00 

Mary  C.  Thaw,  . . . . 500  00 

C.  C.  Scaife,  . . . 25  00 

B.  Wolff,  Jr.,  . . . .150  00 

Mrs.  John  Dunlap,  . . . 100  00 

J.  M.  Kenney,  . . . . 50  00 

A.  M.  Marshall,  . . . 500  00 

John  Walker,  . . . . 1,000  00 

A.  W.  Mellon,  . . . 100  00 

D.  Herbert  Hostetter,  . . . 500  00 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Arrott,  . . . 50  00 

William  B.  Wolfe,  . . . 50  00 

Estate  of  Charles  Arbuthnot,  . . 500  00 

John  ISTeeb,  . . , . 25  00 


$17,692  50 
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Original  Subscriptions. 


Estate  of  Jane  Holmes, 

$40,000 

M.  J.  Marshall,  Trustee, 

10,000 

Estate  of  R.  C.  Gray, 

5,121 

Estate  of  William  Thaw, 

5,000 

Estate  of  Jane  Holmes, 

5,000 

Joseph  Horne, 

500 

A.  Garrison,. 

500 

J.  M.  Schoonmaker, 

500 

W.  K.  Gillespie, 

25 

W.  E.  Schmertz, 

100 

J.  D.  Scully, 

10 

G.  B.  Logan, 

25 

W.  M.  McKelvey, 

50 

J.  E.  Schwartz, 

250 

W.  H.  Winslow. 

50 

P.  Duff  & Son, 

50 

Samuel  Hamilton, 

250 

Thomas  M.  Armstrong, 

250 

P.  C.  Knox, 

100 

G.  W.  Dil worth, 

250 

Lawrence  Dil  worth, 

250 

C.  F.  Dean, 

100 

John  Caldwell, 

50 

O.  M.  Edwards, 

50 

E.  O.  Anderson, 

50 

Mary  C.  Irwin, 

100 

A.  P.  Burchfield, 

50 

Mellor  & Hoene, 

100 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

CO 

00 

00 

00 

On 

00 

00 

on 


Spang,  Chalfant  & Co. , 

C.  B.  Shea, • 

D.  Bushnell, 

C.  W.  Batchelor, 

W.  A.  Herron, 

J.  W.  Arrott, 

Schaul  & Bonk, 

G.  S.  Schwaub  & Bro., 
Matilda  W.  Denny, 

C.  R.  Dilworth, 

J.  R.  Dilworth, 

G.  K.  Stevenson, 

J.  Porterfield, 

Dr.  J.  A.  Lippincott, 

R.  K.  Wilson, 

Wolff,  Lane  & Co. , 
Charles  Lockhart, 

T.  H.  Given, 

H.  K.  Porter, 

H.  Holdship, 

L.  Irwin, 

Alexander  Bradley, 

S.  S.  Marvin, 

R.  Miller,  Jr., 

Charles  Paine, 

W.  D.  Wood , 

M.  II . Danziger, 

A.  Kirkpatrick  t%  Co., 
A.  M.  Brown, 

II.  Phipps,  Jr., 

C.  E,  Rumsey, 

A.  M.  Marshall, 


500  00 
100  00 
500  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
5 00 
25  00 
250  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
250  00 
100  00 
100  00 
500  00 
25  00 
500  00 
500  00 
15  00 
250  00 
100  00 
100  00 
50  00 
250  00 
250  00 
25  00 
250  00 
500  00 
50  00 
500  00 


For  additional  Subscriptions,  see  Treasurer’s  Report, 
pages  13—16. 
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Report  of  Building  Committee. 


To  the  Incorporators  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  the  Blind. 

Gentlemen:  Your  Building  Committee  takes 

pleasure  in  stating  that  the  new  building  is  practically  com- 
pleted. 

A small  cost  over  the  original  estimate  has  been  incurred 
in  making  judicious  changes  and  additions  that  could  be  made 
advantageously  during  construction;  and  we  now  refer  with 
pride  and  satisfaction  to  what  we  think  is  one  of  the  best 
constructed  institutions  of  its  kind  in  existence. 

In  concluding  our  work  we  take  pleasure  in  acknowledg- 
ing the  valuable  services  of  Prof.  II.  B.  Jacobs,  without 
which  we  would  have  been  to  great  disadvantage;  as  well  as 
to  thank  the  Christian  Aid  Society,  of  the  East  End  Relief 
Society,  for  their  generous  aid  in  the  shape  of  labor  by  which 
the  grounds  have  been  graded,  roads  constructed,  etc.,  at 
small  cost  to  the  Institution;  and  to  our  good  President  who 
gave  us  his  experienced  assistance  in  selecting  and  planting- 
shade  trees  that  will  soon  add  to  the  beauty  of  our  grounds. 

The  Chairman  of  your  Committee  can  not  close  this 
final  report  without  taking  opportunity  of  expressing  his 
gratitude  for  the  unselfish  and  untiring  assistance  rendered 
by  the  various  sub  committees  of  the  Board,  bv  which  the 
work  was  accomplished  practically  by  the  whole  Board,  in  a 
united  and  harmonious  endeavor  to  successfully  conclude  this 
work  which  has  been  a labor  of  love  for  the  afflicted,  who 
are  already  enjoying  its  benefits. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  M.  ScHOONMAKER, 

Chairman . 


Pittsburgh,  May  4th,  1894. 
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Report  of  Finance  Committee. 


V 

x 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
Institution  for  the  Blind. 

Gentlemen: — The  Finance  Committee  respectfully  sub- 
mits the  annexed  brief  report  of*  contracts  and  expenditures  tv 
June  13,  1S94. 


Main  Building,  including  fixtures,  such  as  steam-heating, 

plumbing,  electric  wiring,  etc 1117,634  99 

Boiler  House  and  Laundry,  including  fixtures,  such  as  boilers, 

plumbing,  steam  fittings,  laundry,  machinery,  etc.  . . . 21,214  83 

Work  on  Grounds  (in  addition  to  the  labor  furnished  by  the 
Christian  Aid  Society,  of  East  End,  amounting  to  over 

#1,200 985  93 

Furniture  to  date,  say  about 3, 000  00 


#142,835  75. 

Gifts,  in  Land  or  Money,  to  the  Institution. 

From  Mrs.  Schenley,  Five  and  106-1000  Acres  Land,  Esti- 


mated to  be  worth  from  $65,000  to  $70,000 

From  estate  of  Miss  Jane  Holmes,  to  June  14,  189; #55, 000  oo 

From  individuals,  to  May  12,  1894 55,840  00 

(#3,000  to  $4,ooo  since  May  12th.) 

From  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  date 8,550  00 


#119,39000 

And  other  appropriations,  amounting  to  $14,450. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  K.  Porter, 

Chairman  Finance  Committee . 
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Superintendent's  Report. 


rj 

ro  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Gentlemen:  As  time,  in  its  never-ceasing  course, 

has  brought  us  to  another  annual  meeting  of  the  incorporators 
of  this  Institution,  it  is  incumbent  upon  me,  as  your  Super- 
intendent, to  give  some  account  of  my  stewardship.  I,  there- 
fore, respectfully  submit  a report  of  the  condition  and  practical 
operations  of  the  enterprise  for  the  year  ending  on  this  date. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state  at  the  beginning 
of  this  brief  account  of  the  work  of  the  Institution,  that  the 
prosperity  and  evidences  of  success  referred  to  in  my  last  re- 
port, have  continued  without  interruption  through  the  year. 
Indeed,  the  period  covered  by  this  report  has  been  one  of  un- 
usual interest  and  progress  in  the  history  of  this  school. 
While  it  has  had  a gradual  and  steady  growth  from  the  be- 
ginning,  its  advancement  in  all  its  important  features  during 
the  year  just  closed  has  been  especially  marked. 

Without  any  special  effort  on  our  part,  the  name  and 
purpose  of  the  Institution  have  gone  abroad,  and  have  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  those  who  are  interested  in  the  vari- 
ous movements  for  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  the 
unfortunate  classes  in  our  midst,  and,  in  the  line  of  their  be- 
nevolent work,  they  have  sought  to  bring  under  its  influence 
and  training  blind  youth  who,  hitherto,  have  enjoyed  no  ed- 
ucational advantages.  The  result  has  been  that  we  have  re- 
ceived during  the  year,  from  the  western  part  of  the  State, 
applications  for  the  admission  of  more  pupils  than  we  could 
possibly  accommodate  in  our  temporary  home,  on  Forty-sec- 
ond street,  thus,  emphasizing  in  a marked  degree  the  need  of 
an  establishment  of  this  kind  in  this  part  of  the  State. 
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That  this  Institution  supplies  an  important  demand  in 
this  State  must  be  conceded  by  every  one  who  has  given 
the  subject  careful  consideration.  It  furnishes  superior  means 
for  obtaining  an  education  to  a class  of  youth  who,  hereto- 
fore, were  practically  denied  the  opportunities  accorded  their 
more  fortunate  brothers  and  sisters  through  the  public  schools 
for  fitting  themselves  for  lives  of  usefulness  and  good  citizen- 
ship. 

The  Institution  is  very  favorably  located  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  work  for  which  it  has  been  organized.  It 
is  a well  known  fact  that,  as  a rule,  parents  of  blind  chil- 
dren are  loath  to  send  them  any  considerable  distance  from 
home  to  school.  In  many  instances,  as  we  have  had  occasion 
to  state  before,  they  will  permit  their  children  to  grow  to 
young  manhood  or  womanhood  before  giving  their  consent  to 
have  them  placed  under  proper  discipline  and  instruction. 
Thus,  the  best  part  of  the  school  life  of  such  children  is  lost 
before  they  are  permitted  to  commence  the  work  of  gaining 
an  education.  While  this  is,  undoubtedly,  mistaken  kind- 
ness, it  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  earnest  solicitude  which 
sympathetic  and  loving  parents  usually  exhibit  for  the  espe- 
cially afflicted  members  of  their  family.  But  the  location  of 
this  school  in  Pittsburgh,  with  its  superior  railroad  facilities 
and  means  of  communication  with  all  parts  of  Western  Penn- 
sylvania, places  the  means  for  obtaining  an  education  within 
easy  reach  of  a majority  of  the  blind  children  in  this  section 
of  the  State,  and  allays,  in  a degree,  the  anxiety  of  parents 
for  the  welfare  of  their  children  when  absent  from  them,  and 
removes  their  objection  to  sending  them  three  or  four  hun- 
dred miles  from  home  to  school. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  this  Institution  is  destined  to 
hold  an  important  place  and  perform  an  important  part  in 
the  educational  work  of  this  State;  and  those  who  at  first 
doubted  the  necessity  or  the  propriety  of  organizing  ano  ther 
school  of  this  kind  in  the  State,  have  long  since  had  their 
doubts  and  fears  removed,  and  are  now  willing  to  accord  due 
praise  and  credit  to  the  projectors  and  early  promoters  of  this 
enterprise,  for  their  foresight,  wisdom  and  benevolence. 
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THE  SESSIONS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 

The  last  term  of  the  school  closed  on  Tuesday  morning, 
June  20th,  1S93,  after  a session  of  forty  weeks  and  six  days, 
which  was  only  interrupted  by  a brief  vacation  during  the 
Christmas  holidays.  There  were  thirty-two  pupils  enrolled 
during  the  term,  thirty  of  whom  were  present  at  its  close. 
One  had  removed  from  the  State,  and  one  had  been  suspend- 
ed for  bad  conduct. 

A closing  entertainment  was  given  by  the  school  at  the 
Butler  Street  M.  E.  Church,  on  Monday  evening,  June  19th 
last.  The  programme,  a copy  of  which  is  given  below,  con- 
sisted of  a selection  of  literary  and  musical  numbers,  all  of 
which  were  rendered  in  a manner  that  Avas  highly  creditable 
to  the  Institution,  and  fairly  exhibited  the  progress  and  abil- 
ity of  the  pupils.  The  audience  ivas  only  limited  in  number 
by  the  capacity  of  the  room.  It  Avas  responsive  from  the  be- 
ginning to  the  close  of  the  entertainment,  and  seemed  to  be 
in  full  accord  and  sympathy  Avith  the  pupils. 

The  presence  of  five  members  of  the  board  of  managers, 
including  your  ATenerable  president,  on  the  occasion  referred 
to,  greatly  encouraged  the  officers  and  teachers,  and  inspired 
the  pupils  to  earnest  effort  to  perform  their  parts  Avell.  Just 
before  the  rendering  of  the  last  number  on  the  programme, 
brief  but  appropriate  addresses  Avere  made  by  Mr.  A.  M. 
Marshall,  Dr.  J.  G.  BroAvn  and  Mr.  P.  F.  Smith.  The  en- 
tertainment AAras  really  a fitting  climax  to  the  year’s  Avork. 

The  following  is  the  programme: 
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2. 


3* 


4- 


5* 


6. 


7- 


8. 


9* 


io. 


ii . 


12. 


Program 

PART  i. 

CHORUS — “Beautiful  Rain,”  P.  P.  Bliss 

SCHOOL. 

INVOCATION, 


PIANO  DUET — “Hunter’s  Chorus,”  ......  Weber 

JOSEPH  C.  FRETTON  and  W.  H.  LONG. 

RECITATION — “The  Single  Head  of  Wheat,”  . . .Mrs.  L.  C.  Eldred 

MAUD  HAYS. 

VOCAL  TRIO — “O,  Restless  Sea!  ” . . . . C.  A.  White 

MISS  M.  BENSON,  JOSEPH  C.  FRETTON  and  JOSEPH  OSTANDER. 

RECITATION— “The  Old  Pocket  Knife.”  ....  B.  P.  Field 

GEORGIE  E.  TRAPP. 


PIANO  SOLO-  [ 


“Norma,” 

“The  Bird  Waltz,” 


TOM  H.  LITTLE. 


Bellini 
Francis  Panormo 


RECITATION— “United  at  Last,” 

ROBERT  CLARK. 

RECITATION — “The  Bunch  of  Golden  Keys,”  ....  Selected 

WALTER  RYAN  TAYLOR. 

SONG — ''MiirMay,”  (Strawberry  Song)  .....  

MARY  E.  REBOK,  GEORGIE  E.  TRAPP  and  GEORGIE  HECK. 

RECITATION — “The  Little  Brown  Seed,”  . . . Margaret  Sidney 

ETHEL  E.  CROOKS. 

ORCHESTRA — “Washington  March.”  ....  Arr.  by  J.  Fretton 


JOSEPH  C.  FRETTON,  JOSEPH  OSTANDER 
ROBERT  CLARK  and  JOHN  8CHALL. 


2d 


Program, 

PART  II, 

1.  MARCH— “When  o’er  Lake  and  Forest  Streaming,” 

SCHOOL. 

2.  RECITATION — “Life’s  Game  of  Ball,”  . 

W.  H.  LONG. 

3.  PIANO  DUET — “The  Shepherd’s  Evening  Song,”  . . Chas. 

GRACE  E.  MARKER  and  BLANCHE  O.  BAY. 

4.  RECITATION— “Ten  Trtie  Friends,”  . 

MARY  ETTA  REBOK. 

5.  RECITATION — “A  Joke  on  Grandpa,”  ..... 

GEORGIE  HECK. 

6.  MALE  CHORLTS — “The  Swift  Hunter,”  . . . Arr.  byL. 

7.  RECITATION — “The  Legend  of  the  Organ  Builder,”  . Julia  C 

FRANK  GASTON. 

8.  VOCAL  QUARTETTE— “Moonlight  on  the  Lake,”  . . C. 

MISS  M.  BENSON,  JEAN  COWAN, 

JOSEPH  C.  FRETTON  and  TOM  H.  LITTLE. 

9.  RECITATION — “John’s  Pumpkin,”  ..... 

G,  SMITH  COLVIN. 

10.  RECITATION — “His  Mother’s  Songs,”  . . . 

JOSEPH  OSTANDER. 


Rossini 

Selected 

D.  Blake 

Selected 

Selected 

Marshall 
R.  Dorr 

A.  White 

Selected 

Selected 


1 1 . 


CHORUS— “The  Rustic  Festival,” 


SCHOOL. 


From  Offenbach 
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The  current  session  Avas  commenced  under  very  favor- 
able auspices,  on  Wednesday  morning,  the  6th  day  of  last 
September. 

The  hope  entertained  from  the  beginning  that  we  would 
be  able  sometime  during  the  session  to  remove  into  our  new 
building,  seemed  to  stimulate  every  one  connected  with 
our  work  to  earnest  endeavor  in  the  discharge  of  duty,  and 
the  result  has  been  that,  notwithstanding  the  unavoidable 
lack  of  facilities  for  giving  instruction  and  the  many  disad- 
vantages under  which  we  were  compelled  to  labor,  rapid  pro- 
gress has  been  made  in  every  department  of  the  Institution; 
and,  in  reviewing  the  events  of  the  year,  we  point  with  much 
satisfaction  to  the  evidences  of  rich  and  permanent  benefits 
that  have  come  to  those  placed  under  our  care. 

Forty  pupils — twenty-one  boys  and  nineteen  girls — have 
been  received  during  the  session  to  date.  All  are  in  attend- 
ance. Of  these,  twelve — five  boys  and  seven  girls — are  new 
pupils,  making  the  total  number  admitted  to  the  school,  at 
various  times,  since  its  organization,  fifty.  Of  the  new  pu- 
pils admitted,  one  had  formerly  been  a pupil  in  the  Ohio 
State  Institution  for  the  Blind;  two  had  attended  the  Institu- 
tion for  the  Blind  at  Philadelphia  one  year,  before  being  ad- 
mitted here;  two  had  attended  the  public  schools  a few  years 
before  losing  their  sight  by  accident;  the  - remaining  seven 
had  never  attended  school  anywhere  before. 

While,  as  we  have  stated  in  other  reports,  the  building 
on  Forty -second  street,  in  which  the  Institution  was  first 
opened,  was  regarded  as  admirably  suited  for  the  beginning 
of  our  work,  it  soon  became  evident  that  it  was  not  large 
enough  to  meet  long  the  demands  of  a school,  increasing  in 
numbers  and  developing  in  every  other  particular  as  rapidly 
as  this  one. 

After  admitting  to  the  school  last  fall  more  pupils  than 
we  could  really  accommodate  comfortably,  and  give  instruc- 
tion with  any  degree  of  satisfaction,  there  still  remained  on 
file  a number  of  applications  for  the  admission  of  worthy  blind 
children,  the  friends  of  some  of  whom  were  very  persistent 
in  urging  their  claims  to  the  privileges  of  the  Institution. 
At  first  we  were  at  a loss  to  know  how  to  meet  some  of 
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these  demands  upon  our  favors.  We  could  not  be  indifferent 
to  the  fact  that  most  of  these  applicants  ought  to  be  placed 
under  instruction  and  discipline,  the  sooner  the  better.  Fi- 
nally, however,  after  obtaining  permission  from  the  Board  to 
do  so,  we  were  enabled  to  secure  a lease,  from  October  loth, 
1893,  to  the  1st  of  April  ultimo,  on  a small  two-story  brick 
house  on  Forty -second  street,  just  opposite  to  our  main  build- 
ing. We  furnished  it  at  a moderate  expense,  and  in  it  we 
domiciled  six  additional  pupils.  It  was  a very  comfortable 
home  during  the  winter  for  the  little  girls  located  there. 
They  were  in  charge  of  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Gilner,  a competent 
and  trustworthy  woman,  who  watched  over  the  building  and 
administered  to  the  comfort  of  the  children.  Fortunately,  the 
character  of  the  weather  during  the  past  winter  was  such  as 
to  enable  these  children  to  pass  to  and  from  the  main  building 
several  times  a day,  without  difficulty.  They  recited  their 
lessons  regularly  with  the  other  pupils,  and  took  part  in  all 

the  other  daily  exercises  of  the  school. 

«/ 

As  the  number  of  pupils  was  increasing  and  as  most  of 
the  new  ones  admitted  had  never  attended  school  before,  and, 
consequently,  required  much  individual  attention  to  start  them 
in  school  work,  it  became  necessary  to  increase  our  staff  of 
instructors.  Accordingly,  Miss  Hannah  Houston,  a teacher 
of  long  experience  in  the  public  schools  of  this  city,  was  se- 
lected to  take  charge  of  some  of  the  intermediate  and  pri- 
mary classes.  She  entered  upon  her  duties  on  the  2nd  day 
of  October  last,  and  has  been  rendering  faithful  and  consci- 
entious service  in  the  institution  since  that  date.  Ho  other 
changes  in  the  staff  of  assistants  were  made  during  the  year. 

Thus  we  moved  on  from  day  to  day  through  the  winter, 
patiently  waiting  the  completion  of  the  new  building,  when, 
we  felt,  we  would  be  able  to  meet  all  the  demands  upon  the 
Institution,  properly  classify  the  pupils,  develop  the  de- 
partments already  organized  and  add  new  ones  to  our  system 
of  instruction,  and,  in  every  way,  conduct  our  work  more  sat- 
isfactorily. 

Finally,  after  much  preliminary  work  in  the  way  of 
cleaning  the  new  building  and"  removing  and  placing  furniture, 
etc.,  the  school  was  formally  removed  to  this,  its  permanent 
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home,  on  Tuesday,  the  24th  day  of  April  ultimo,  and  work 
was  regularly  begun  in  this  building  the  following  morning, 
and  has  continued  without  interruption  ever  since. 

We  had  arranged  to  make  the  removal  several  days 
earlier,  but  the  weather  was  so  unpropitious  that  it  was 
deemed  prudent  to  delay  it  until  the  date  mentioned.  A 
farewell  entertainment  was  given  by  the  pupils  in  the  parlors 
of  the  old  building  on  Wednesday  evening,  April  18th,  and, 
on  Thursday  morning  following,  most  of  the  pupils  living 
in  this  locality  were  permitted  to  go  to  their  homes  and  re- 
main until  we  could  become  settled  here. 

Although  we  had  been  looking  forward  with  hope  and 
bright  anticipation  to  the  time  when  we  would  be  permitted 
to  occupy  this  building,  with  its  attending  opportunities  for 
the  development  and  improvement  of  the  Institution,  still 
there  was  a feeling,  shared  alike  by  every  one — officers, 
teachers  and  pupils,  to  linger  about  the  old  home,  the  scenes 
of  our  pioneer  efforts  in  this  connection,  the  place  of  our 
deprivations,  trials  and  early  triumphs,  and  to  bid  adieu 
seemed  like  parting  from  an  old  friend. 

The  Institution  is  now  permanently  located,  and  estab- 
lished upon  a firm  basis,  and  an  earnest  effort  will  be  made 
to  increase  its  usefulness  and  extend  its  influence  as  far  and 
as  wide  as  possible.  Through  the  advantages  for  training 
which  it  affords,  Pennsylvania  is  placed  in  the  front  rank 
with  other  progressive  states  in  the  matter  of  providing  ade- 
quate and  suitable  means  for  the  education  and  care  of  this 
unfortunate  class  of  children — a position  the  State  has  been 
noticeably  tardy  in  occupying.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be 
given  the  citizens  of  Pittsburgh — than  whom  a more  respon- 
sive, generous  and  philanthropic  people  cannot  be  found  any- 
where—for  the  interest  they  have  showed  in  this  undertak- 
ing, and  the  readiness  with  which  they  have  responded  to  the 
request  of  the  Directors  for  funds  to  erect  this  building. 

INSTRUCTION. 

We  have  spared  no  means  at  our  disposal  to  advance  the 
work  of  instruction,  and  the  results  achieved  are  a good  indi- 
cation of  the  correctness  of  our  methods. 
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Of  course,  time  is  required  to  perfect  a system  of  in- 
struction in  a school  of  this  kind,  as  well  as  in  any  other 
educational  institution.  It  is  a thing  of  gradual  develop- 
ment, modifications  and  additions  being  made  from  time  to 
time  to  meet  changed  conditions  and  new  requirements. 

We  have  endeavored  at  all  times  to  conduct  the  affairs 
of  the  Institution  on  the  most  practical  and  progressive 
plans,  and  have  made  such  changes  and  improvements  to  our 
methods  of  operations  as  were  suggested  by  time  and  observa- 
tion, and  deemed  important  for  the  advancement  of  our  pupils. 
We  have  classified  and  arranged  our  school  work  and  studies 
in  a manner  suitably  adapted  to  the  physical  and  mental  con- 
ditions and  special  needs  of  each  individual  child,  so  that 
every  one  may  receive,  at  each  successive  stage  of  his  pro- 
gress, the  fullest  benefit  from  our  training. 

The  successful  education  of  a class  of  blind  pupils,  with 
their  limitations  and  peculiarities— the  latter  largely  the  re- 
sult of  home  surroundings  and  influences — depends  greatly 
upon  a proper  recognition  of  their  individual  endowments  and 
special  wants,  and  the  ability  of  the  preceptor  to  develop  the 
one  and  supply  the  other,  that  they  may  be  helped  into 
proper  ways  of  thinking  and  acting.  Where  the  develop- 
ment and  discipline  of  pupils — morally,  physically  and  intel- 
lectually— are  left  almost  entirely  to  the  institution,  it  is  essen- 
tia^ that  their  individual  types  of  mind,  peculiarities  of  dispo- 
sition, inherited  or  acquired  habits  and  tendencies,  should 
all  be  carefully  considered  and  taken  into  account  in  the  mat- 
ter of  their  training,  and  developed  or  curbed,  as  the  indi- 
vidual cases  may  require,  along  the  line  of  practical  methods, 
and  in  accordance  with  psychological  principles. 

Our  purpose,  in  all  our  instruction  and  influence,  is  to 
develop  in  our  pupils  positiveness  of  character,  earnestness  of 
purpose,  and  a high  sense  of  moral  responsibility,  life  and 
duty;  and,  as  nearly  as  possible,  prepare  them  to  become 
useful,  independent  and  self-supporting  members  of  society. 

LITERARY  DEPARTMENT. 

The  work  of  this  department  during  the  past  year  has 
been  conducted  with  the  same  care  and  earnestness  that  char- 
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acterized  it  heretofore.  The  teachers  have  been  zealous  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties  and  instant  in  stimulating  their 
pupils  to  earnest  effort  in  the  acquirement  of  a knowledge  of 
the  several  branches  of  study. 

We  regard  this  as  the  foundation  of  our  whole  system  of 
instruction,  and  a sound  literary  education  as  an  essential  re- 
quisite to  success  in  every  honorable  pursuit  in  life.  In  no 
department  are  better  opportunities  afforded  to  cultivate  hab- 
its of  patient  industry,  perseverance  and  self-reliance,  than  in 
this.  The  pupils  are  taught  that  their  progress  and  success 
in  study  depend  upon  their  own  application,  their  own  think- 
ing and  reasoning.  Here,  too,  are  cultivated  those  higher 
social  and  business  qualities — integrity,  fidelity,  carefulness 
of  speech  and  manner,  obedience,  energy  and  promptness- — 
the  possession  of  which  is  evidence  of  culture,  and  gains  for 
one  honorable  preferment  among  his  companions. 

I take  occasion  to  remark  here  that  we  have  a large 
class  of  remarkably  bright  young  pupils,  and  the  beneficial 
advantages  of  the  institution  to  them  have  been  so  marked 
during  the  vear,  that  I think  thev  fully  demonstrate  the  wis- 
dom  of  taking  some  of  them  under  our  influence  and  train- 
ing, before  they  have  had  an  opportunity  to  form  bad  habits 
under  other  conditions  and  surroundings. 

MUSICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Due  attention  has  been  given  during  the  year  to  this 
department  of  our  work,  and,  although  our  facilities,  both 
for  giving  instruction  and  for  the  necessary  practice,  have 
been  limited,  the  results  have  been  very  satisfactory. 

Miss  Sarah  E.  Taylor,  who  has  had  charge  of  the  in- 
struction in  music,  has  been  devoted  to  her  work,  and  has 
evinced  a deep  interest  in  the  welfare  and  progress  of  her 
pupils.  She  has  been  ably  assisted  by  Miss  Benson  and 
others. 

As  music  is  a department  of  education  in  which  blind 
students  usually  take  much  interest,  and,  in  which,  most  of 
them  seem  to  possess  the  ability,  by  diligent  effort,  to  ac- 
quire a fair  degree  of  proficiency,  some  even  reaching  pro- 
fessional attainments,  we  aim  to  make  it  a prominent  part  of 
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our  system  of  instruction,  and  devote  as  much  time  and  at- 
tention to  it  as  its  importance  merits . 

/ Besides  the  opportunities  it  affords  for  earning  a living 
to  those  who  become  proficient  in  one  or  more  of  its  several 
branches,  it  is  elevating  and  refining  in  its  influence,  and, 
coupled  with  a good  literary  education,  correct  bearing  and 
nobleness  of  purpose,  helps  to  attract  the  attention  of  seeing 
people  and  to  bring  the  blind  into  proper  social  relation  with 
the  community  in  which  they  live,  all  of  which  materially 
contribute  to  their  success  in  life. 

There  is  a part  of  our  instruction  in  music  to  which  I wish 
especially  to  refer,  and  for  which,  I think,  ample  provision 
ought  to  be  made,  and  that  is  the  training  of  our  older  pu- 
pils in  the  use  of  the  cabinet  organ.  Of  course,  we  sincerely 
hope  that,  in  the  near  future,  some  sympathetic  and  benevo- 
lent  person  will  donate  funds  to  the  Institution,  with  which  to 
purchase  a good  pipe  organ;  but,  until  that  glad  day  comes, 
and  even  after  it  has  come,  our  older  pupils  should  be  given 
careful  instruction  on  the  cabinet  organ.  A number  of  them 
come  from  the  country,  or  small  towns,  where  there  are  no 
pipe  organs  and  but  few  pianos.  If  they  should  be  called 
upon  to  give  lessons  in  music  to  seeing  pupils  in  the  neighbor, 
hood  of  their  homes,  which  is  often  the  case,  or  should  be 
invited  to  preside  at  the  instrument,  at  social  gatherings  or 
church  services,  they  would  be  compelled  to  use  a cabinet  or- 
gan, for,  in  most  cases,  it  is  the  only  instrument  accessible. 
Hence,  the  necessity  for  giving  the  instruction  referred  to, 
that  these  pupils  may  be  able  to  meet  the  expectations  of 
their  friends,  and  reflect  credit  upon  the  work  of  the  Institu- 
tion . 

INDUSTRIAL  INSTRUCTION. 

There  is  probably  no  part  of  the  education  of  the  blind, 
which  has  received  more  serious  consideration  than  their 
training  in  mechanical  employments;  and  certainly  none,  for 
which,  it  has  been  more  difficult  to  prepare  a definite  and  suc- 
cessful plan  of  instruction. 

That  they  should  be  given  some  training  of  this  kind, 
that  can  be  used  at  least,  as  an  aid  in  their  bread-winning  ef- 


forts,  after  they  leave  school,  will  become  evident  to  anv 
one  who  takes  the  trouble  to  study  closely  the  mental  stami- 
na, physical  condition  and  special  wants  of  most  of  them. 

While  we  regard  a good  literary  education  as  all-impor- 
tant to  success  in  most  activities  of  life,  and  place  .a  high 
value  on  the  practical  benefits  and  refining  influence  of  a 
training  in  music,  and  encourage  our  pupils  to  strive  to 
acquire  a high  degree  of  attainment  in  these  departments  of 
education;  yet,  we  must  not  overlook  the  fact,  that  many 
of  them  are  incapable  of  acquiring  more  than  a rudimentary 
knowledge  of  these  branches  of  school  work.  Some  of  them, 
as  has  been  indicated  elsewhere,  come  to  us  too  late  in  life, 
and  others  have  not  the  capacity,  to  advance  much  beyond 
the  simplest  elements  of  literary  studies  or  music,  and  hence, 
if  they  succeed  in  even  partially  earning  their  own  living, 
they  will  have  to  do  it  by  engaging  in  some  industrial  occu- 
pation. Therefore,  on  the  broad  principle  of  doing  the 
greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number,  we  have  long  main- 
tained, that  the  work  of  no  institution  for  the  instruction  of 
the  blind  is  complete,  that  does  not  provide  for  a well  organ- 
ized and  well  equipped  department  for  industrial  training. 

Although  we  have  not  accomplished  in  this  regard  all 
we  desired  during  the  past  year,  yet  we  have  done  all  we 
possibly  could,  with  our  Limited  facilities  in  our  old  home. 
In  this  branch  of  instruction,  as  well  as  in  every  other,  we 
have  been  governed  largely  by  circumstances. 

All  the  industrial  work  that  we  have  been  able  to  intro- 
duce, thus  far,  has  been  done  in  what  we  call  our  work-room. 
All  our  girls  and  many  of  the  boys,  especially  the  younger  ones, 
spend  a portion  of  each  school  clay  in  the  employments  of  this 
room.  The  girls  have  been  taught  to  sew,  both  by  hand  and 
with  a machine,  knit,  darn  and  crochet,  and  to  make  a variety 
of  useful  and  fancy  articles  of  beads,  yarn  and  worsted,  which 
are  always  saleable,  and  hence,  afford  a source  of  profitable 
and  pleasant  employment.  They  have  also  made  all  the 
pillow-cases  and  sheets,  and  hemmed  all  the  towels,  napkins, 
coverlets  and  other  linens,  used  in  the  institution.  The  boys 
have  been  engaged  principally  in  making  articles  of  beads  and 
wire.  While  the  money  value  of  such  employment  is  not 


great,  there  are  other  benefits,  which  are  important  and 
should  not  be  overlooked  in  the  training  of  blind  children, 
derived  from  it.  It  aids  greatly  to  discipline  them  in  the 
use  of  their  hands  and  fingers;  cultivates  habits  of  attention, 
industry,  perseverance  and  patience,  and  gives  ideas  of  the 
shape  and  form  of  objects,  and  thus  develops  their  inventive 
and  constructive  facilities. 

The  instruction  in  this  room  has  been  conducted  with 
great  care  by  Miss  Miranda  Benson,  a blind  lady,  who  has 
exhibited  remarkable  ingenuity  in  devising  new  and  novel 
articles  for  manufacture  and  skill  in  keeping  the  pupils 
employed.  She  has  been  ably  assisted  by  Miss  A.  J.  Loomis, 
our  girls’  governess.  The  pupils  have  shown  much  interest 
in  this  work,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  observe  with  what  delight 
and  satisfaction  they,  even  the  youngest  of  them,  exhibit,  in 
presenting  to  their  friends  the  first  few  articles  they  make,  as 
evidence  of  their  progress  in  this  line  of  school  work. 

We  hope  to  be  able,  later  on,  when  the  necessary 
means  are  provided,  to  modify  and  extend  the  instruction  of 
our  girls  in  industrial  employments,  and  to  teach  the  boys 
the  art  of  piano  tuning  and  such  other  simple  trades  as  are 
suitable  for  them,  and  will  afford  them  profitable  employ- 
ment. 

A DEMAND  FOR  A KINDERGARTEN. 

We  have  had  applications  for  the  admission  to  the  school 
of  a number  of  blind  children  between  the  ages  of  three  and 
seven  years,  most  of  whom  are  active,  bright  and  intelligent. 
Some  of  them  are  in  orphan’s  homes,  or  are  otherwise  cared 
for  by  charitable  societies,  while  others  are  in  the  care  of 
widowed  mothers,  who  are  striving  to  tarn  a living  for  them- 
selves and,  in  some  cases,  other  members  of  the  family,  as 
best  they  can,  by  day  labor. 

As  a matter  of  fact,  the  orphan’s  homes,  as  the  man- 
agers freely  aamit,  are  poorly  prepared  to  care  properly  for 
such  children;  and,  surely,  a mother  who  is  compelled  to 
earn  a living  for  her  family  by  day  labor,  has  little  time  to 
devote  to  a blind  child.  As  such  children  cannot  be  left 
alone,  or  disposed  of  as  seeing  children  frequently  are,  they 
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are  a source  of  much  anxiety  to  sympathetic  mothers,  and 
greatly  hinder  them  in  their  efforts  to  keep  themselves  above 
want. 

Some  of  these  children,  of  necessity,  are  confined  in  ill- 
ventilated  and  comfortless  quarters,  where,  if  they  are  per- 
mitted to  remain,  they  will  surely  in  time  become  stunted  in 
growth  and  dull  of  intellect.  If,  therefore,  we  are  looking 
forward  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  greatest  good  for'  the 
blind  youth  in  our  midst,  it  seems  to  me  that  expediency,  as 
well  as  humanity  and  justice,  would  suggest  that  these 
unfortunate  clildren  should  betaken  from  their  surroundings  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  given  such  wholesome  nourishment  and 
instruction  as  they  especially  need  at  this  period  of  their 
lives.  And  where,  we  would  ask,  can  this  be  done  better 
than  in  connection  with  the  work  of  an  institution,  where 
the  whole  trend  of  thought  and  purpose  is  to  seek  out  and 
put  into  practice  the  best  methods  for  developing  and  train- 
ing blind  children?  But,  as  the  most  of  these  children  have 
not  yet  arrived  at  what  is  known  under  the  law  as  the 
minimum  of  school  age,  no  provision  has  been  made  for  their 
support,  and  hence,  if  they  are  admitted  to  the  school  at  all, 
we  presume  it  can  only  be  done,  after  some  special  action  in 
their  behalf  has  been  taken.  Here,  then,  is  an  opportunity 
for  the  friends  of  humanity  in  our  midst  to  aid,  by  their 
means  and  influence,  to  organize  a Kindergarten  Department 
in  connection  with  this  work,  for  the  instruction  and  training 
of  a class  of  sightless  children,  who  seem  to  be  imploring, 
■with  outstretched  hands,  to  be  “rescued  from  the  grasp  of 
misery  and  the  horrors  of  pauperism,”  and  started  on  the 
path  of  usefulness  and  happiness. 

DISCIPLINE. 

The  training  of  our  pupils  in  habits  of  duty  and  in  lines 
of  proper  conduct  is  a very  serious  and  delicate  part  of  our 
work,  for  upon  it,  their  success  or  failure,  in  acquiring  an  ed- 
ucation, largely  depends.  In  all  instruction,  there  is  need  of 
attention,  promptness  of  action  and  obedience  on  the  part  of 
pupil;  but  these  are  difficult  at  first  to  secure  from  children 
who  have  not  been  accustomed  to  obey,  and  wTho  have  been 


indulged  and  excused  for  dereliction  of  duty,  to  an  extent  in- 
jurious, by  relatives  and  friends,  before  they  entered  the  In- 
stitution. 

In  this,  as  in  all  matters  for  the  benefit  of  our  pupils, 
we  aim  to  be  thoroughly  practical  and  as  free  from  senti- 
mentalism as  possible.  Looking  beyond  the  present  to  their 
future  welfare  and  usefulness,  we  endeavor  to  instill  such 
principles  of  obedience  and  duty,  and  present  such  motives 
for  good  conduct,  as  will  be  operative  and  of  service  to  them 
in  after  life. 

Our  sympathy  and  kindness  lead  us  to  spare  nothing  at 
our  command  that  will  aid  those  under  our  charge,  or  con- 
tribute to  their  comfort,  when  they  need  our  assistance.  But 
our  consideration  for  their  future  welfare  restrains  us  from 
doing  anything  for  them,  that  the}I * * * * * 7  can  and  ought  to  do  for 
themselves.  To  merely  care  for  a class  of  blind  children — that 
is,  to  merely  feed  and  clothe  and  coddle,  amuse  and  excuse  and 
indulge — is  not  educating  them  in  the  true  sense  of  the  term. 
If  they  are  to  be  developed  into  self-reliant,  independent, 
happy  and  useful  citizens,  it  must  be  done  by  teaching  them 
to  act,  and  think,  and  reason,  and  do  for  themselves.  Kind- 
ness of  the  judicious  sort  points  out  what  to  do  and  how  to 
do  it,  but  over  indulgence  excuses  the  pupil  and  performs  the 
task.  The  blind  student,  as  the  seeing,  learns  to  do  bv 
doing,  and  when  he  has  surmounted  mental  and  physical 
difficulties,  by  his  own  personal  application  and  effort,  lie 
justly  experiences  a deeper  sense  of  satisfaction  and  greater 
joy  than  is  felt  by  his  seeing  companion,  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances. 

HEALTH. 

I am  profoundly  thankful  to  be  able  to  state  that  the 

general  health  of  the  school  during  the  past  year  has  been 

very  good.  We  have  had  no  serious  sickness  of  any  kind 

among  our  pupils,  and  only  such  slight  ailments  as  usually 

follow  the  changes  of  the  seasons  and  changes  in  climate;  all 

of  which,  however,  yielded  readily  to  treatment,  and  did  not 

disturb  the  operations  of  the  school.  We  doubt  whether 
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many  children  in  their  own  homes  enjoyed  better  health 
during  the  past  year  than  the  inmates  of  this  institution. 

We  attribute  the  good  health  of  the  school  chiefly  to 
the  regular  employment  and  habits  of  the  pupils;  to  the 
fresh  and  wholesome  food  furnished,  which  is  always  abund- 
ant in  quantity,  well  prepared  and  varied  in  a manner  con- 
ducive to  good  health,  and  to  the  excellent  sanitary  condition 
in  which  the  building  and  premises  are  always  kept. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  bringing  this  review  of  the  affairs  of  the  institution 
to  a close,  I wish  again  to  bear  testimony  to  the  willing  and 
faithful  discharge  of  duty  of  the  teachers  and  other  assistants 
in  the  work.  They  have  all  been  zealous  and  self-sacrificing 
in  their  efforts  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  school,  and  to 
them  is  due  a large  measure  of  praise  for  whatever  success 
we  may  have  achieved  during  the  year. 

Expressing  to  you,  gentlemen  of  the  Board,  my  sincere 
gratitude  for  your  kind  consideration,  hearty  co-operation 
and  encouragement  at  every  step  of  our  progress,  this  re- 
port is 

Kespectfully  submitted. 

H.  B.  Jacobs, 

Pittsburgh,  May  7th^  1894.  Superintendents 
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It  is  a pleasant  duty  incident  to  the  closing  of  our  year’s 
work  to  formally  express  our  sincere  thanks  and  grateful  ac- 
knowledgments to  the  following  persons  and  firms,  for  their 
many  favors  and  acts  of  kindness  shown  us  during  the  year: 

To  the  Pastor  and  Trustees  of  the  Bellefield  Presbvte- 
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rian  church,  for  the  use  of  their  chapel,  in  which  were  held 
the  concluding-  exercises  in  connection  with  the  laving1  of  the 
corner-stone  of  the  new  building,  Nov.  25,  1S92.  This  was 
unintentionally  omitted  in  our  last  report. 

To  the  Official  Board  of  the  Butler  Street  M.  E.  church, 
for  the  use  of  their  lecture  room,  in  which  the  school  gave 
its  Third  Annnal  Entertainment,  June  19,  1893. 

To  Mr.  H.  K.  Porter,  for  his  very  generous  donation  of 
choice  fruit  to  the  school  on  last  Christmas. 

To  Mr.  Benjamin  Thaw,  for  his  kind  remembrance  of 
the  school  at  last  Christmas  season,  and  also,  for  tickets  to 
musical  entertainments. 

To  H.  Ivleber  & Bro.,  for  keeping  the  pianos  of  the 
institution  in  repair  and  tune  during  the  year  free  of  charge, 
and  also,  for  gratuitously  moving  the  pianos  from  the  old  to 
the  new  building,  at  the  time  of  the  transferring  of  the 
school . 

To  the  Marshall-Kennedy  Milling  Company,  Allegheny; 
to  Messrs.  Roberts  and  Cook,  Butler  street,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.; 
and  to  Messrs.  Weitzel  & Son,  Butler  street,  Pittsburgh,  for 
teams  and  help  furnished  by  them  free  of  charge,  to  remove 
all  our  furniture  from  the  old  to  the  new  building. 
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To  the  editors  and  publishers  of  the  following  periodi- 
cals and  daily  papers,  which  have  been  gratuitously  sent  to 
the  institution,  and  from  which  extracts  have  been  selected 
daily  and  read  to  the  pupils: 

The  Pittsburgh  Dispatch,  The  Pittsburgh  Leader,  The 
Presbyterian  Banner,  The  Index  and  Review,  Kalamazoo, 
Michigan;  The  Western  Pennsylvanian,  published  at  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution,  Edgewood,  Pa. ; The  Tablet, 
Romney,  West  Yirginia. 


General  Information. 


The  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind  is  a 
school  of  learning,  established,  as  its  title  indicates,  for  the 
especial  benefit  of  the  blind  youth  in  the  western  part  of  the 
State.  It  is  not,  as  many  suppose,  a home  or  an  asylum  for 
aged  blind  people,  nor  a hospital  for  the  treatment  of  diseases 
of  the  eye;  but  it  is  strictly  educational  in  all  its  interests. 
It  is  the  aim  and  purpose  of  this  Institution  to  give  the  blind 
youth  of  this  section  of  the  State  a sound  English  education, 
and  in  addition,  give  them  such  training  in  the  art  of  music 
and  instruction  in  industrial  pursuits,  as  will  aid  them  to  be- 
come independent  and  useful  members  of  society. 

The  Institution  is  now  permanently  located  in  one  of 
the  most  desirable  parts  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh.  Indeed, 
it  would  have  been  difficult  to  have  selected,  in  or  about  this 
city,  a more  beautiful,  healthful  or  convenient  site  for  this 
school  than  the  grounds  on  which  it  is  situate.  This  tract  of 
land,  comprising  an  area  of  a little  more  than  five  acres,  is 
the  gift  of  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Schenley.  Upon  it,  and  nearly  in 
the  centre  of  it,  the  managers  have  erected,  with  funds  do- 
nated by  the  benevolent  people  of  Pittsburgh,  one  of  the 
most  substantial  and  best  arranged  buildings  for  an  institu- 
tion of  this  kind  to  be  found  anywhere  in  this  country.  It 
is  light,  airy,  commodious  and  cheerful,  and  supplied 
throughout  with  modern  conveniences.  It  overlooks  the 
noted  Schenley  Park,  and  is  only  a few  squares  distant  from 
the  great  Carnegie  Library  building,  now  approaching  com- 
pletion. The  location  of  the  Institution  affords  the  inmates 
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the  advantages  and  privileges  of  a city  life,  with  the  quiet  of 
a country  home. 

The  Institution  fronts  on  Bayard  street,  while  Bellefield 
avenue  extends  the  full  length  of  the  grounds  on  the  east. 
It  is  accessible  by  both  cable  and  electric  cars.  Persons  in 
the  business  part  of  the  city,  wishing  to  visit  the  school, 
should  take  either  a Fifth  avenue  cable  car  going  east,  or  a 
Duquesne  electric  car  going  in  the  same  direction,  and,  by 
leaving  the  former  at  Bellefield  avenue,  or  the  latter  at  the 
corner  of  Fifth  avenue  and  Craig  street,  will  be  in  full  sight 
of  the  building;  and  visitors  from  East  Liberty  and  vicinity 
should  take  either  one  of  the  same  lines  of  cars  going  west, 
and  alight  at  one  of  the  points  mentioned. 

The  Institution  is  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the 
State,  and  pupils  who  are  unable  to  pay  for  their  tuition  or 
contribute  anything  toward  their  support,  are  given  the  full 
benefit  and  privileges  of  the  school  free  of  charge.  All  are 
accorded  the  same  advantages  and  opportunities. 

Pupils  are  admitted  at  any  time  during  the  term  and 
placed  in  the  classes  and  at  the  work  best  suited  to  their  con- 
dition and  degree  of  mental  development,  and  in  which  they 
can  make  the  most  rapid  progress. 

Parents  and  guardians  are  required  to  supply  their  chil- 
dren with  good,  comfortable  clothing  of  sufficient  quantity  to 
admit  of  the  necessary  changes  for  washing  and  mending, 
and  to  defray  their  traveling  and  other  incidental  expenses. 

Letters  are  written  once  a month,  or  oftener,  if  neces- 
sary, for  those  who  cannot  write  for  themselves;  and  in 
case  of  serious  sickness  of  a pupil,  the  parents  or  guardian 
will  be  informed  of  the  fact  immediately,  b}^  letter  or  tele- 
gram. It  is  the  desire  of  the  management  that  the  parents 
and  friends  of  the  pupils  shall  be  kept  well  informed  as  to 
their  condition  and  progress. 

Letters  and  packages  for  the  pupils  should  have  written 
on  them,  besides  the  name  of  the  pupil  addressed,  the  words 
Institution  for  the  Blind,  Bellefield  avenue,  Pittsburgh,  Pa., 
to  insure  prompt  delivery. 


41 


The  use  of  tobacco  in  any  form  is  strictly  forbidden, 
and  no  one  using  it,  and  no  one  of  confirmed  immoral  habits, 
will  be  knowingly  received  into  the  Institution. 

A parent  or  guardian,  who  is  contemplating  the  placing 
of  a blind  child  in  this  Institution,  should  at  once  open  com- 
munication relative  thereto  with  the  Superintendent,  or  with 
Mr.  Percy  F.  Smith,  Secretary  of  the  Board,  No.  204  Wood 
street,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Blank  forms  of  application  for  admission  will  be  fur- 
nished at  any  time  by  the  Superintendent,  and  no  pupil  will 
be  admitted  to  the  school  until  such  application  has  been  re- 
turned with  the  questions  which  it  contains  satisfactorily 
answered,  and  it  has  been  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors. _ _ flUlj  ffl 

Information  concerning  the  character  and  purposes  of 
the  Institution,  and  the  value  of  the  work  being  done,  will 
be  cheerfully  given;  and  all  inquiries  about  the  steps  to  be 
taken  to  procure  the  admission  of  pupils,  or  the  management 
of  the  school,  will  be  promptly  answered  by  addressing  the 
Superintendent. 
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Catalogue  of  Pupils 

IN  ATTENDANCE  THIS  YEAR. 


BOYS. 


No. 

Name.  When  Admitted.  Residence. 

1. 

William  H.  Long, 

Oct.  15,  1890,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

2. 

Thomas  H.  J.  Little, 

Oct.  16,  1890,  Uniontown,  Pa. 

3. 

Frank  Gaston, 

Oct.  16,  1890,  New  Castle,  Pa. 

4. 

Samuel  W.  Anderson, 

Jan.  19,  1891,  Braddock,  Pa. 

5. 

Joseph  C.  Fretton, 

April  28,  1891,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

6. 

William  Shields, 

Sept.  3,  1891,  Greensburg,  Pa. 

7. 

John  W.  Taylor, 

Sept.  14,  1891,  Creek  P.  0.,  Pa. 

8. 

Clare  M.  Bell, 

Sept.  22,  1891,  Avalon,  Pa,. 

9. 

Joseph  Ostander, 

Oct.  6,  1891,  Woodville,  Pa. 

10. 

Walter  Ryan  Taylor, 

Nov.  27,  1891,  Clearmont,  Pa. 

11. 

Robert  Clark, 

Feb’y  2,  1892,  Bristol,  Pa. 

12. 

0 

John  Schall, 

April  26,  1892,  Leechburg,  Pa. 

13. 

George  Heck, 

Sept.  15,  1892,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

14. 

George  E.  Trapp, 

Oct.  3,  1892.  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

15. 

George  Smith  Colvin, 

Jan.  3,  1893,  Allegheny,  Pa. 

16. 

Anthony  Davis, 

April  4,  1893,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

17. 

Edward  Valentine  Minch, 

Oct.  24,  1893.  Allegheny,  Pa. 

18. 

Albert  Standley  Miller, 

Oct.  26,  1893,  Glade,  Pa. 

19. 

Timothy  McCue, 

Dec.  14,  1893,  Allegheny,  Pa. 

20. 

Charles  McLaughlin, 

April  30,  1894,  Unity,  Pa. 

21. 

William  McNally, 

May  1,  1894,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
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Catalogue  of  Pupils 

[CONTINUED.] 


GIRLS. 


No.  Name. 

1.  Maud  Hays, 

2.  Grace  Marker, 

3.  Theresa  Kelly, 

4.  Emma  Cravan, 

5.  Amanda  B.  D.  Bey, 

6.  Jean  Cowan, 

7.  Margaret  Stivason, 

8.  Mary  A.  Nichols, 

9.  Kate  Holland, 

10.  Ethel  E.  Crooks, 

11.  Eliza  Johnson, 

12.  Mary  Etta  Rebok, 

13.  Sada  Belle  Risinger, 

14.  Olive  Gibson, 

15.  Agnes  Gilner, 

16.  Bertha  May  Johnson, 

17.  Katie  Burke, 

18.  Mary  Weasta, 

19.  Nettie  Barnes, 


When  Admitted.  Residence. 
Oct.  15,  1890,  Allegheny,  Pa. 

Oct.  15,  1890,  Allegheny,  Pa. 

Oct.  16,  1890,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Oct.  16,  1890,  Duff’s  P.  O.,  Pa. 
Nov.  11,  1890,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Dec.  4,  1890,  Delaney,  Pa. 

April  1,  1891,  Kittanning,  Pa. 
April  30,  1891,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Sept.  2,  1891,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
April  28,  1892,  Kendall  Creek,  Pa. 
Feb’y  27,  1893,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
April  25,  1893,  Newburg,  Pa. 

Sept.  6,  1893,  Sharpsburg,  Pa. 
Oct.  20,  1893,  Harrisville,  Pa. 

Oct.  20,  1893,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Oct.  23,  1893,  Jeannette,  Pa. 

Dec.  7,  1893,  Altoona,  Pa. 

Feb’y  1,  1894,  Osceola  Mills,  Pa. 
April  30,  1894,  Primrose,  Pa. 
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BY-LAWS 

FOR 

THE  WESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA  INSTITUTION 
FOR  THE  BLIND. 


Made  and  adopted  by  the  members  of  the  Corporation, 
at  a general  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  and  held  March 
17th,  1887,  with  such  amendments  as  have  been  made  at 
various  meetings  of  the  Corporation,  including  the  annual 
meeting  held  May  14th,  1888,  and  at  the  Directors’  meet- 
ings. 

BUSINESS. 

1.  The  business  of  this  Corporation  shall  be  managed 
and  conducted  by  a President,  two  Ahce-Presidents,  a Board 
of  Directors,  a Clerk  or  Secretary,  a Treasurer,  and  such 
other  Officers,  Agents  and  Committees  as  may  be  appointed 
from  time  to  time  by  the  Directors. 

DIRECTORS. 

2.  The  Directors  shall  be  chosen  annually  by  the 
members  of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  hold  their  offices  until 
others  are  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead. 

The  Directors  shall  be  divided  into  three  classes,  and 
three  of  them  shall  be  elected  for  a term  of  one  year,  three 
for  a term  of  two  years,  and  three  for  a term  of  three  years, 
respectively,  and  at  all  ensuing  elections  of  said  Corporation, 
the  Corporators  shall  only  elect  the  number  of  Directors 
necessary  to  take  the  place  of  those  whose  term  of  office 
shall  then  expire,  and  such  Directors  shall  then  all  be  chosen 
for  a term  of  three  years. 
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ANNUAL  MEETING. 

3.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  for  the 
election  of  Directors,  and  the  transaction  of  other  business, 
shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  in  each  year  suc- 
ceeding the  present,  at  the  City  of  Pittsburgh.  General 
meetings  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation  may  be  called 
by  the  Directors  when  necessary.  Notice  of  all  annual 
meetings  shall  be  published  in  one  newspaper,  at  the  City  of 
Pittsburgh,  at  least  live  days  prior  to  any  such  meeting. 

SECRETARY. 

4.  The  Clerk  or  Secretary  shall  record  all  the  votes  of 
the  Corporation,  and  the  minutes  of  its  transactions,  in  a 
book  kept  for  that  purpose. 

TREASURER. 

5 . The  Treasurer  shall  give  bond  in  the  sum  of  $5, 000, 
with  such  securities  as  the  Directors  may  require  for  the 
faithful  discharge  of  his  duties;  and  he  shall  keep  the 
moneys  of  the  Corporation  in  a separate  account,  and  shall 
report  to  the  Directors  whenever  required,  and  pay  all  war- 
rants drawn  by  the  Executive  Committee. 

PRESIDENT. 

6.  The  President,  or  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  shall 
preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Directors,  and  at  meetings  of 
the  members  of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  have  and  exercise 
all  the  powers  which  ordinarily  belong  to  the  presiding  officer 
of  representative  bodies. 

QUORUM. 

7.  A majority  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation  who 
are  present  at  any  regularly  called  meeting  shall  be  compe- 
tent to  transact  business.  Members  may  attend  in  person  or 
by  proxy. 

POWER  OF  DIRECTORS. 

8.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  till  all  vacancies 
which  may  happen  by  death,  resignation  or  otherwise. 
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9.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  make  and  en- 
force all  such  rules  and  orders  as  they  may  deem  reasonable 
or  necessary  for  the  management  or  the  affairs  and  business 
of  the  Corporation,  and  for  the  government  of  its  agents  and 
employes. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

10.  In  addition  to  the  Corporators  named  in  the  Char- 
ter, members  may  be  admitted  by  the  corporators  upon  the 
following  terms:  Contributors  of  sums  of  money  or  other 
property  to  the  value  of  $500,  may  be  elected  to  life  mem- 
bership; and  annual  contributors  of  not  less  than  $50,  may 
be  elected  to  membership,  but  in  the  latter  case  such  mem- 
bership shall  determine  upon  default  of  such  annual  contribu- 
tion. All  members  of  the  Corporation  shall,  during  the  pe- 
riod of  their  membership,  be  entitled  to  vote  at  all  general 
meetings  of  the  Corporation. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

11.  The  President  shall,  at  the  organization  of  the 
Board  each  year,  appoint  an  Executive  Committee  consisting 
of  three  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  who  shall  exam- 
ine and  approve  all  bills,  and  when  found  in  order,  issue  war- 
rants for  the  payment  of  the  same  by  the  Treasurer.  All 
bills  must  be  approved  by  the  Executive  Committee,  and 
every  warrant  shall  be  drawn  by  the  Treasurer,  and  counter- 
signed by  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

12.  The  President  shall  appoint  an  Auditing  Committee 
of  three  members,  who  shall  annually  audit  the  accounts  of 
the  Secretary,  Treasurer,  or  other  officers,  and  make  report 
thereof  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  also  the  Corporators. 

AMENDMENTS. 

13.  These  By-laws  may  be  altered  or  amended  by  a 
two-thirds  vote  at  any  regular  meeting  of  the  Directors,  pro- 
vided due  notice  has  been  given  at  a previous  meeting,  and 
not  otherwise. 


* 
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Percy F Smith  Prinlmg  SLUhaCo  P'gTi.fg. 


]£tgbtb  Annual  ^Report 

. . . OF  . . . 

Gbe  Directors 

...  OF  THE  . . , 

Western  Pennsylvania 

institution  tor  tbe  JSliltb 

presented  to  tbe  Corporators, 


. . at  their  . . 


annual  flDeeting,  flDa\>  6tb,  1895, 


Pittsburgh,  penna. 


I I I I I I I I I 


PITTSBURGH,  PA. 

PERCY  F.  SMITH  PRINTING  AND  LITHOGRAPHING  COMPANY,  234  AND  205  WOOD  STREET, 

1895. 


Boarfc  of  Corporators 


(charter  members.) 


A.  M.  Marshall, 

William  A.  Herron, 

H.  Iv.  Porter, 

John  A.  Wood, 

Henry  Holdship, 

Rev.  E.  R.  Donehoo, 

B.  F.  Long, 

John  H.  Ricketson, 

J.  A.  Lippincott,  M.  D., 
John  W.  Ciialfant, 

A.  M.  Brown, 

George  W.  Dilworth, 

* John  R. 


Morris  H.  Danziger, 

* William  Thaw, 

Oliver  P.  Scaife, 

Rev.  E.  P.  Cowan,  D.  D., 
Hon.  Thos.  Ewing, 

L.  II.  Harris  M.  I)., 

Rev.  J.  T.  McCrory,  D.  I)., 
Charles  J.  Clarke, 

Rev.  John  G.  Brown,  D.  D., 
W.  H.  Winslow,  M.  D., 
Samuel  S.  Brown, 

C.  F.  Dean, 

McCune. 


(members  by  subscription  of  $500.00.) 


Charles  Lockhart, 

*A.  Garrison, 

J.  M..  SCHOONMAKER, 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  Schekley, 

F.  R.  Brunot, 

Mrs.  D.  C.  Phillips, 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Bell, 

D.  II.  Hostetter, 

Mrs  Wm.  Thaw, 

S.  S.  Marvin, 

R.  S. 


Henry  Phipps,  Jr., 

*Jos.  Horne, 

Mrs.  Mary  Irwjn, 

Mrs.  Mary  Thaw  Thompson, 
J.  P.  Hanna, 

B.  Thaw, 

Jno.  Walker, 

J.  J.  Vandergrift, 

W.  D.  Wood, 

John  B.  Jackson, 

Hays. 


* Deceased. 


Directors 


A.  M.  Marshall, 

Wm.  A.  Herron, 
George  W.  Dilworth, 
II.  K.  Porter, 


Rev.  John  G.  Brown,  D.  D., 
Percy  F.  Smith, 

W.  L.  Abbott, 

0.  M.  Edwards, 


J.  M.  SCHOONMAKER. 


Officers. 


A.  M.  Marshall, 

Wm.  A.  Herron, 

Rey.  John  G.  Brown,  D.  D., 
Percy  F.  Smith, 

€.  F.  Dean, 


President. 

First  Vice-Pres’t. 
Second  Vice  Pres’t. 
Secretary. 
Treasurer. 


lErecutiue  Committee. 

Wm.  A.  Herron, 
George  W.  Dilworth, 
H.  K.  Porter. 


Counsellor. 

A-.  M.  Brown,  Esq.,  . . . 134  Fifth  Avenue. 


©fficers  anb  Geacbevs  of  tbe  Unetitutton 


Superintendent. 
H.  B.  JACOBS. 


©eacbcrB  in  tbc  literary  department. 

Miss  O.  H.  J.  Harris,  Miss  Hannah  I.  Houston, 

Miss  Miranda  Benson,  H.  B.  Jacobs. 


Ceaebers  In  tbc  /UMisical  department. 

Miss  Sarah  E.  Taylor,  Miss  Miranda  Benson, 

W.  B.  McComsey. 


IfnOustrlal  department. 


Miss  Miranda  Benson, 

Instructor  in  Girls’  Work-Room. 


W.  B.  McComsey, 

Teacher  Piano  Tuning. 


Ibousebold  Officers. 


Lawrence  Litchfield,  M.  D., 

Attending  Physician. 

Miss  A.  T.  Brownlee, 

Book-Keeper. 

Miss  Amy  J.  Loomis, 


J.  A.  Lippincott,  M.  D., 

Oculist  and  Special  Physician. 

Mrs.  T.  A.  Jacobs, 

Matron. 

Mrs.  Mary  R.  Gilner, 

Boys’  Governess. 


Girls’  Governess. 


lproceebings  of  tbc  Uncorporatovs. 


The  eighth  annual  meeting  of  the  Incorporators  anil 
Life  Members  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for 
the  Education  and  Maintainance  of  the  Blind  was  held  in 
the  school  building,  Belleheld,  Pittsburgh,  on  Monday,  May 
6th,  1895,  at  2 o’clock  p.  m. 

Upon  motion  of  Mr.  William  A.  Herron,  Rev.  J.  T. 
McCrory,  D.  D.,  was  elected  Chairman,  and  Percy  F.  Smith, 
Secretary. 

The  proceedings  were  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  John 
G.  Brown,  I).  D. 

The  minutes  of  the  annual  meeting  of  1894  were  read 
and  approved. 

The  following  annual  reports  were  read,  approved  and 
ordered  to  be  tiled:  President,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and 

Superintendent. 

Messrs.  George  W.  Dil worth  and  0.  M.  Edwards 
were  appointed  a Committee  to  audit  the  report  of  the 
Treasurer. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  A.  Herron,  the  Incorporators  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  three  Directors  to  serve  for  the 
ensuing1  three  years. 

The  Secretary  announced  the  expiration  of  the  terms  of 
Messrs.  O.  M.  Edwards  and  Percy  F.  Smith,  and  a vacancy 
by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Thaw. 

Messrs.  Edwards  and  Smith  were  nominated  for  re- 
election,  and  for  the  third  Directorship  Mr.  W.  L.  Abbott 
was  nominated. 

The  Secretary  stated  that,  in  response  to  the  legal  notice 
in  a newspaper,  and  by  circulars  to  the  Incorporators  and 
Life  Members,  he  held  the  proxies  of  seventeen  persons 


entitled  to  vote,  as  follows:  Charles  Lockhart,  Hon. 

Thomas  Ewing,  B.  F.  Long,  James  P.  Hanna,  Mrs.  Mary 
E.  Sehenley,  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Irwin,  Benjamin  Thaw,  S.  S. 
Marvin,  Hon.  Felix  B.  Brunot,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Bell,  J.  J. 
Yandergrift,  J.  A.  Lippincott,  M.  D.,  A.  M.  Brown,  L.  H. 
Harris,  AY  D.  AYood , John  B.  Jackson  and  0.  M.  Edwards. 

It  was  moved  that  the  Secretary  cast  the  ballot  for  the 
nominees  fo»’  Directors,  and  Mr.  George  AY.  Dil worth  was 
appointed  teller. 

The  ballot  cast  showed  the  election  of  Messrs.  0.  M. 
Edwards,  Percy  F.  Smith  and  AY.  L.  Abbott,  for  three  years, 
and  it  was  so  recorded.  The  Incorporators  and  Life  Mem- 
bers voting  in  person  were  A.  M.  Marshall, ' George  AY. 
Dilworth,  II.  K.  Porter,  AY.  A.  Herron,  Charles  F.  Dean, 
Rev.  John  G.  Brown,  D.  D.,  Rev.  J.  T.  McCrory,  D.  D., 
and  James  M.  Schoonmaker. 

On  motion,  Mr.  R.  S.  Hays  was  elected  a Life  Member, 
he  having  contributed  $500  to  the  treasury  of  the  Institution. 

Proposed  amendments  to  the  By  Laws,  relative  to  the 
method  of  filling  vacancies  in  the  list  of  Incorporators,  and 
fixing  a quorum  for  the  annual  meetings,  were,  upon  motion 
of  Mr.  Dean,  referred  to  the  Board  of  Directors. 

The  Committee  having  in  charge  the  procurement  of  oil 
paintings  of  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Sehenley  and  Miss  Jane  Holmes, 
for  the  reception  parlors  of  the  Institution,  were  authorized 
to  provide  a portrait  of  Mr.  AYilliam  Holmes  also.  The 
Committee  consists  of  Rev  Dr.  Brown,  J.  M.  Schoonmaker 
and  Percy  F.  Smith. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dean,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to 
compile  and  have  printed  in  pamphlet  form,  1,000  copies  of 
the  annual  reports. 

There  being  no  further  business  before  the  Incorporators, 
the  meeting  adjourned. 


Percy  F.  Smith,  Secretary. 


( 


IRepovt  of  the  Ipiestbent. 


To  the  Incorporators  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  the  Blind. 

Gentlemen:  For  me  our  Annual  Meetings  have  a peculiar 
interest  which  I am  sure  is  shared  by  you  all.  It  is  our 
Harvest  Home — the  one  meeting-  of  the  year,  to  which  we 
come  burdened  with  the  treasure  of  individual  effort  and 
interest  which  we  gladly  deposit  in  the  storediouse  of  our 
Institution.  It  is  the  accounting  time  of  the  servants,  con- 
cerning the  talents  which  have  been  committed  to  their  care, 
and,  I am  happy  to  say,  that  among  us  there  has  been  none 
slothful — not  one  who  has  wrapped  his  talent  in  the  napkin 
of  indifference  or  neglect. 

From  the  moment  that  the  wail  of  that  poor,  neglected, 
blind  waif  in  the  alley  of  our  city  touched  the  heart  of  that 
noble  woman  who  became  the  founder  of  this  Institution, 
there  has  been  no  dearth  of  generous  hearts  and  active  hands 
and  brains,  to  carry  forward  and  expand  the  work,  with  an 
enthusiasm  and  self— disinterestedness  born  alone  of  true 
philanthropy.  In  making  the  bequest  which  has  made  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind  possible, 
Miss  Jane  Holmes  budded  better  than  she  knew,  and  I am 
sure,  could  she  but  meet  you  here  to-day,  it  would  be  with  a 
heart  full  of  gratitude  for  the  noble  and  enduring  monument 
you  have  reared  on  the  corner-stone  of  her  charity. 

Until  last  year  all  our  efforts  have  been  centered  on  the 
securing  of  a building  especially  adapted  to  the  care  of  those 
whom  we  have  made  our  charge.  How  far  those  efforts  have 
been  successful  you  know,  and  may  well  be  proud  ; for,  I 
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believe,  throughout  this  broad  land  of  ours  you  could  not  find 
a more  complete  building,  nor  one  so  fully  equipped  in  all  its 
appointments  for  the  care  and  education  of  the  blind,  as  is 
the  Institution  we  represent  here  to-day.  But  this  is  not  all. 
These  walls  but  shield  the  souls  within,  and  while  the  satis- 
faction of  having,  through  our  efforts,  reared  an  Institution 
which  is  a pride  of  our  city  and  a model  of  its  class,  is  most 
comforting  to  us  all,  we  must  remember  that  all  this  labor 
has  been  but  the  means  to  an  end,  and  that,  with  the  comple- 
tion of  our  building,  our  responsibilities  have  been  increased, 
for  the  real  work  is  just  now  beginning  in  earnest. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  review  the  work  of  the  past 
year.  In  a general  way  you  are  familiar  with  it,  and  will  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  details  in  the  several  reports  of 
the  Committees  and  Officers.  It  will  rather  be  my  purpose 
to  look  into  the  future  and  to  mention  several  matters  which 
I feel  constrained  to  bring  before  you,  looking  toward  the 
perfecting  of  our  work  and  the  means  of  accomplishing  it. 

Our  Institution  has  been  founded  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
caring'  for  and  educating  the  blind  children  of  the  western 
portion  of  our  State.  That  it  was  a necessity  has  been 
demonstrated  beyond  a question,  as  our  applications  for 
admission  each  year  show  a wider  field  of  influence  as  the 
fact  of  its  existence  and  the  perfectness  of  our  work  become 
known  outside  the  immediate  neighborhood.  We  have  to-day 
fifty-three  pupils  enrolled,  and,  were  we  in  a position  to  care 
for  more,  this  number  would  be  doubled  in  a very  short  time; 
but,  I regret  to  say,  we  are  limited  in  our  ability  to  do  the 
good  we  would  do.  As  you  well  know,  we  are  entirely 
dependent  upon  the  voluntary  generosity  of  our  citizens  and 
State  aid  to  enable  us  to  command  the  funds  with 
which  to  meet  our  expenses.  The  Legislature, 
during  its  session  two  years  ago,  limited  the  number 


of  pupils  for  whom  an  appropriation  for  education 
and  maintenance  was  made,  to  fifty- two,  and,  accord- 
ing to  the  interpretation  of  the  Act  of  Appropriation, 
by  the  Attorney  General,  we  would  actually  receive  less 
money  from  the  State  than  the  amount  appropriated,  if  we 
were  to  admit  more  pupils  each  quarter  than  the  number 
provided  for  by  law.  As  the  State  aid  per  capita,  with  the 
practice  of  the  closest  economy,  is  barely  sufficient  for  the 
needs  of  the  number  of  pupils  for  whom  it  has  been  appro- 
priated, it  would  not  be  justice  to  such  as  we  already  have  in 
our  care  to  admit  more.  As  long  as  the  voluntary  contri- 
butions are  such  an  uncertain  and  fluctuating’  quantity  in  our 
finances,  it  would  be  a hazardous  undertaking  for  us  to  increase 
the  number  of  pupils  in  the  Institution  above  what  we  have 
positive  assurance  we  can  care  for  properly.  I have  no  dis- 
position to  complain  at  what  the  State  has  done  for  us,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  I am  quite  sure  that  had  our  legislators 
fully  understood  the  situation  as  we  know  it,  they  would  not 
have  hampered  us  by  putting  a limit  to  the  number  of  pupils 
for  whom  they  have  allowed  an  appropriation,  but  would 
rather  have  granted  us  the  assistance  of  the  State  in  such  a 
manner  that  would  have  enabled  us  to  receive  all  whose  appli- 
cation entitled  them  to  admission. 

The  work  of  educating  the  blind  is  one  requiring  the 
finest  discrimination,  and  while  our  results  have  been 
eminently  successful,  yet,  we  feel  that  had  we  the  means  to 
undertake  the  special  work  in  cases  which  offer  every  day, 
we  could  view  our  labors  with  better  satisfaction.  The 
younger  the  children  who  are  entrusted  to  our  care,  the  better 
and  more  easily  attained  are  the  results;  but,  since  we  cannot 
care  for  all,  we  have  felt  that  our  dut}r  lay  first  with  those 
applicants  whose  advanced  years  demanded  that  they  should 
be  given  the  advantages  of  the  Institution,  and  hence  we  have 
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been  compelled  to  pass  those  of  more  tender  years,  until  such 
time  as  we  could  receive  them,  although,  by  so  doing,  we 
felt  that  we  were  placing  oui  selves  and  our  Institution  at  a 
decided  disadvantage,  so  far  at  least  as  securing  the  best  pos- 
sible results  in  their  case  were  concerned.  These  children  are 
the  wards  of  the  State,  and  it  seems  an  injustice  to  them  as 
well  as  to  ourselves  not  to  be  in  a position  to  receive  them  as 
soon  as  they  desire  to  come  to  ns,  thus  enabling1  us  to  bring 
them  to  the  highest  attainment  possible,  with  the  least  ex- 
pense to  the  Institution,  and  at  as  early  an  age  as  is  consist- 
ent with  thorough  training.  I feel  quite  certain  that,  were 
the  situation  fully  understood  by  our  legislators,  they  would 
gladly  increase  our  opportunities  for  doing  good,  rather  than 
hamper  us,  and  I would  suggest  that  we  make  it  our  pur- 
pose to  demonstrate  to  them  the  decided  disadvantages  under 
which  we  are  laboring  in  consequence  of  the  present  limita- 
tions set  upon  our  opportunities,  and  the  discrimination  we  are 
compelled  to  make  in  the  admission  of  pupils. 

Another  matter  I would  suggest  is,  that  we  make  an 
earnest  effort  to  build  up  an  endowment  fund.  Other  Institu- 
tions have  been  able  to  vastly  increase  their  usefulness  on 
account  of  the  availability  of  such  a fund,  and  I have  no 
doubt  that,  by  a concentration  of  effort  on  our  part  in  that 
direction,  we  will  be  able  to  gradually  build  up  such  a fund, 
which,  in  years  to  come,  will  be  of  the  greatest  assistance 
to  us. 

The  third  story  of  our  building  is  still  in  an  unfinished 
condition.  It  was  our  design  to  use  the  third  floor  for  dor- 
mitory purposes,  but,  on  account  of  lack  of  funds,  we  have 
been  unable  to  fit  it  up  for  occupancy,  and,  consequently,  we 
have  been  compelled  to  use  other  portions  of  the  building  for 
dormitory  purposes.  As  a result  of  this  we  are  now  badly 
crowded,  and,  as  the  demands  upon  thh  Institution  increase, 
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it  becomes  more  and  more  imperative  that  these  portions  of 
our  building  should  be  finished  and  used,  as  was  our  first  in- 
tention. 

The  idea  of  adapting  the  basement  for  an  industrial 
school  has  been  suggested,  and  it  certainly  is  a thought 
worthy  of  the  most  careful  consideration.  That  it  is  possible 
to  train  the  blind  to  useful  manual  labor  along  certain  lines, 
has  been  fully  demonstrated,  and  if  we,  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  such  a department  of  our  work,  can  send  our 
pupils  out  into  the  world  with  some  vocation  well  learned, 
whereby  they  can  earn  a livelihood,  we  shall  have  added  just 
so  much  to  the  value  of  our  instruction,  and  have  made  the 
handicap  on  their  lives  less  burdensome.  As  I contemplate 
the  possibilities  that  are  offered  us  here  for  doing  a lasting 
and  noble  work  among:  the  neglected  blind  children  of  West- 
era  Pennsylvania,  and  thereby  lighten  the  burdens  which 
they  are  compelled  to  bear,  I thrill  with  enthusiasm.  It 
seems  to  me  the  road  to  duty  in  this  connection  is  open  and 
plain,  and  enlarged  opportunities  for  usefulness  are  presented . 
While  I recognize  that  we  may  have  difficulties  to  encounter, 
I have  the  faith  to  believe  that  no  good  purpose,  persever- 
ingly  pursued,  has  ever  failed,  and  that,  if  we  but  trust  in 
Him  who  was  the  friend  of  all  who  suffered,  and  nobly  do 
our  part,  we  shall  reap  a rich  fruition  of  these  present  dreams. 

Our  school  has  been  a grand  success  in  the  past  year. 
We  are  doing  a good  and  ever- increasing  work.  Would  that 
our  limited  means  were  such  as  to  admit  of  our  doing  better. 
But  courage,  gentlemen.  With  the  faithful  service  of  our 
active  Superintendent,  supported  by  the  redoubled  efforts  of 
those  of  us  into  whose  charge  our  Institution  has  been  en- 
trusted, we  will  grow  with  our  work,  and  our  work  will 
grow  with  us. 
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Thanking  you  for  the  many  personal  courtesies  you  have 
extended  to  me  as  your  President,  and  the  hearty  co-opera- 
tion you  have  manifested  in  the  work  of  the  Western  Penn- 
sylvania Institution  for  the  Blind,  I am, 

Sincerely  yours, 

A.  M.  Marshall, 

President. 
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IRepovt  of  tbe  Secretary. 


To  the  Incorporators  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  the  Blind : 

Gentlemen: — The  Secretary  begs  leave  to  submit  the 
following  report: 

During  the  year  ending  with  May  1st,  1895,  warrants 
were  drawn  upon  the  Treasurer  to  the  amount  of  $69,832.-19, 
the  items  of  which  are  mentioned  in  the  detailed  report  of 
the  Treasurer,  and  the  Institution  enters  upon  the  new  year 
with  a balance  on  hand  of  $1,231.61. 

Subscriptions  on  account  of  the  Building  Fund,  paid 
in  during  the  year,  aggregated  $7,1-10,  as  will  more  fully 
appear  by  a perusal  of  the  Treasurer’s  report. 

Several  of  the  friends  of  the  Institution  having  at  differ- 
ent times  made  liberal  subscriptions  to  its  treasury,  the  aggre- 
gate of  each  donation  has  been  compiled  and  is  made  part  of 
this  report. 

This  list  of  Contributors  given  on  pages  16  and  17,  shows 
that  the  grand  total  of  subscriptions  to  date,  exclusive  of  the 
gift  of  land  by  Mrs.  Schenley,  and  of  furniture,  pianos, 
organs,  etc.,  is  $1,740.00. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I note  the  beginning,  during  the 
year,  of  industrial  instruction — that  of  piano  tuning,  and 
of  the  gift  of  sundry  instruments  for  the  use  of  the  pupils. 
For  acknowledgment  of  such  donations  I refer  you  to  the 
Superintendent's  report,  whose  excellent  suggestions  should 
be  read  and  carefully  studied  by  every  friend  of  the  Institution. 

The  Instructor  in  piano  tuning  is  also  training  a class  of 
both  boys  and  girls  in  orchestral  music,  and  request  is  here 
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made  for  donations,  not  only  of  second-hand  pianos  or  organs 
for  the  tuning  department,  but  also  for  the  loan  or  donation 
of  instruments  of  all  kinds  for  the  musical  department. 

During  the  year  the  State  allowed  the  Institution  pay 
for  fifty-two  pupils,  or  the  sum  of  $15,086.35.  For  furni- 
ture, apparatus  and  repairs,  the  sum  of  $3,000.  For  boiler 
house,  etc.,  the  sum  of  $1 1,450. 

Application  has  been  made  to  the  present  Legislature 
for  appropriations  to  cover  the  next  two  years,  as  follows  : — 
Year  commencing  June  1st,  1895,  for  maintenance  of  seventy- 
six  pupils  (basis  of  $275  per  pupil),  $20,900;  furniture, 
apparatus  and  repairs,  $3,000;  furnishing  third  story  of 
building,  $6,500.  For  year  commencing  June  1st,  1896, 
for  maintenance  of  100  pupils,  $27,500;  furniture,  apparatus 
and  repairs,  $2,000;  heating,  etc.,  third  story,  $5,000;  to 
reimburse  Board  for  deficit  in  maintenance,  year  ending  May 
31st,  1893,  $603.15;  deficit  for  furniture,  apparatus  and 
repairs,  ditto,  $1,431.35;  deficit  in  boiler  house,  laundry, 
etc.,  $7,426.98.  Total  appropriation  for  the  two  years, 
$74,361.48. 

During  the  year,  Drs.  J.  A.  Lippincott  and  W.  IT. 
Winslow  offered  their  services  gratuitously  in  the  matter  of 
the  treatment  of  the  eyes  of  the  pupils  of  the  school. 

Dr.  Lawrence  Litchfield,  of  the  East  End,  tendered  his 
services  as  a physician  of  the  Institution  without  compensa- 
lion,  and  the  Incorporators  are  to  be  congratulated  on  having 
such  an  excellent  medical  staff. 

The  Committee  on  Portraits,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Dr. 
Brown,  J.  M.  Schoonmaker  and  the  Secretary,  have  about 
completed  arrangements  for  the  life-size  paintings  of  Mrs. 
Mary  E.  Schenley  and  Miss  Jane  Holmes,  and  will  soon  have 
the  same  in  the  reception  parlors  of  the  Institution. 
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Among  the  bequests  collected  during  the  year  was  $250 
by  the  late  Mr.  J.  D.  Bernd. 

The  formal  opening  of  the  school  in  the  new  building 
took  place  on  June  1-ith,  full  details  of  which  appear  in  the 
report  of  the  Superintendent. 

During  the  year  Mr.  Benj.  Thaw  resigned  his  position 
as  Director  of  the  Board  on  account  of  impaired  health,  and 
the  same  was  accepted  with  the  sinc-erest  regrets. 

The  Secretary  notes  the  death  during  the  year  of 
Thomas  Little,  one  of  the  brightest  pupils  in  the  Institution, 
which  event  is  more  fully  reported  by  the  Superintendent. 

Should  the  Legislature  pass  the  appropriations  asked  for 
and  the  third  story  of  the  Institution  be  finished,  there  will  be 
accommodations  for  150  to  200  scholars.  We  are  encouraged 
to  believe  that  we  will  be  liberally  dealt  with,  as  the  State 
has  thus  far  contributed  only  $23,000  towards  our  buildings 
and  grounds,  which  are  valued  at  $250,000. 

Donations  of  various  kinds,  outside  of  gifts  of  money, 
are  given  in  detail  by  the  Superintendent,  and  hence  are 
omitted  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Percy  F.  Smith, 

Secretary. 
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IRepovt  of  the  treasurer. 


Eighth  Annual  Report  of  C.  F.  Dean,  Treasurer  of  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
for  the  year  ending  April  30th,  1895. 

“ Permanent  Fund.” 

Balance  on  hand,  May  1, 1894  |4,093  25 

Subscriptions  paid  during  the  year $ 7,140  00 

Interest  from  Mortgage 477  00 

“ Union  National  Bank 80  00 

Received  from  State  Treasurer.  Maintenance  . . . 15,086  35 

Apparatus  ....  3,000  00 

Boiler  house,  etc.,  11,450  00 

“ Estate  of  J.  D.  Bernd 237  50 

’ Notes  Discounted 29,500  00  66,970  85 


|71,064  10 


Disbursements. 

Buildings  and  Grounds $ 44,006  08 

Sewer  Assessments  678  69 

Repairs 301  11 

Heat  and  Eight 1,401  97 

Insurance  . ...  1,110  84 

Note  paid  . 6,000  00 

Interest  ....  1,183  97 

General  Supplies  5,737  92 

Salaries 4,903  63 

Printing 221  50 

Sundry  Expenses 4,286  78  69,832  49 

Balance  on  hand,  May  1,  1895  . . $1,231  61 
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Subscriptions  paib 

During  the  Year  Ending  April  30,  1395. 


J.  M.  Schoonmaker 

$1,000 

00 

Charles  Lockhart 

500 

00 

Charles  Donnelly 

2 5 0 

00 

Weyman  Bros. 

250 

00 

R.  K.  Wilson 

100 

00 

Hon.  Christopher  Magee 

50 

00 

Henry  Sproull 

50 

00 

Mrs.  John  Dunlap 

50 

00 

Mrs.  Kier  Mitchell 

10 

00 

Henry  Aiken 

100 

00 

R.  S.  Hays 

. * 500 

00 

Durbin  Horne 

100 

00 

J.  K.  Pew 

50 

00 

Mrs.  Rosetta  R.  Hostetter 

300 

00 

J.  J.  Yandergrift 

200 

00 

Charles  Hays 

200 

00 

C.  E.  Rumsey 

100 

00 

Col.  James  Collord 

50 

00 

T.  A.  Gillespie 

100 

00 

W.  R.  Murphy 

100 

00 

F.  C.  Miller 

25 

00 

A.  Groetzinger 

25 

00 

Hon.  F.  R.  Brunot 

50 

00 

“ Cash  ” 

1,500 

00 

D.  H.  Wallace  . 

100 

00 

Estate  of  Thompson  Bell 

500 

00 

Mrs.  M.  Thompson. 

20 

00 
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B.  N.  Jacobs 

$ 10 

00 

Mark  Gusky 

10 

00 

Mary  Kebok 

25 

00 

Unknown  (by  Mrs.  W.  A.  H.) 

100 

00 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Arrott 

50 

00 

James  Hemphill 

100 

00 

W.  H.  Duff 

15 

00 

G.  K.  Stevenson 

100 

00 

S.  S.  Marvin 

250 

00 

James  McCrea 

200 

$7,140 

00 

00 

Union  National  Bank  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa., 

May  1,  1895. 

This  is  to  certify  that,  as  shown  in  the  above  account, 
the  sum  of  $1,231.61  stands  to  the  credit  of  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind  upon  the  books  of 
this  bank. 

Geo.  M.  Paden, 

Assistant  Cashier. 

The  undersigned  Committee  having  been  appointed  to 
audit  the  account  of  C.  F.  Dean,  Treasurer,  hereby  certify 
that  they  have  made  examination  and  find  the  above  account 
to  be  correct. 

Geo.  W.  Dilworth,  1 Committee  on 
O.  M.  Edwards.  f Audit. 
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Donations  in  Cash  jpaiO  tbe  {Treasurer. 


(a  complete 

LIST 

TO  DATE. ) 

NAMES. 

DONATIONS. 

TOTAL. 

Estate  of  Miss  Jane  Holmes, 

1st 

$40,000.00 

4 4 4 4 U 

2d 

5,000.00 

w 4 4 4 4 4 

3d 

10,000.00 

55,000.00 

Estate  of  Thompson  Bell, 

Mrs.  M.  J.  Marshall,  Trustee, 

1st 

10,000.00 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Bell,  Trustee, 

2d 

1,250.00 

4 4 4 4 4 4 

3d 

1,250.00 

44  44  44 

4th 

500.00 

13,000.00 

Estate  of  R.  C.  Gray, 

5,121.00 

Estate  of  William  Thaw, 
A.  M.  Marshall, 

1st 

500.00 

5,000.00 

4 4 

2d 

1,000.00 

1,500.00 

H.  K.  Porter, 

1st 

500. 00 

4 4 

2d 

1,000.00 

1,500.00 

Col.J.  M.  Schoonmaker,  - 

1st 

500.00 

4 4 4 4 

2d 

1,000.00 

1,500.00 

Cash,  - 

A.  Garrison, 

1st 

500.00 

1,500.00 

4 4 _ . 

2d 

500.00 

1,000.00 

Chas.  Lockhart, 

1st 

500.00 

4 4 

2d 

500.00 

1,000.00 

Benjamin  Thaw, 

1,000.00 

James  P.  Hanna, 

1,000.00 

John  Walker, 

1,000.00 

Mrs.  William  Thaw,  - 
Geo.  W.  Dil worth, 

1st 

250.00 

1,000.00 

w 4 4 4 

2d 

500.00 

750.00 

NAMES. 

S.  S.  Marvin, 

4 4 
4 4 

J.  J.  Y andergrif t, 

4 4 _ 

Col.  Wm.  A.  Herron, 

4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 

Felix  E..  Brunot, 

4 4 4 4 4 4 

Joseph  Horne, 

Spang,  Chalfant  & Co., 

D.  Bushnell, 

H.  Holdship, 

H.  Phipps,  Jr., 

W.  D.  Wood,  - 

4 4 4 4 4 4 

Mrs.  Mary  Thaw  Thompson, 
Charles  J.  Clarke, 

D.  H.  Hostetter,  - 
Estate  of  Clms.  Arbnthnot, 
Miss  Jane  Holmes,  • 

Mrs.  D.  C.  Phillips, 

Dr.  C.  G.  Hussey,  - 
John  B.  Jackson,  - - 
R.  S.  Hays, 

Alex.  Bradley, 

4 4 4 4 

G.  Iv.  Stevenson,  - 

.444  4‘ 

4 4 4 4 4 4 

W.  M.  McKelvy,  - 


DONATIONS. 

TOTA 

L. 

1st 

100.00 

2d 

500.00 

3d 

250.00 

850, 

.00 

1st 

500.00 

2d 

200.00 

700, 

.00 

1st 

100.00 

2d 

500.00 

600, 

.00 

1st 

500.00 

2d 

50.00 

550, 

,oo 

500. 

.00 

500, 

,00 

500. 

00 

500. 

00 

500 

.00 

1st 

250.00 

2d 

250.00 

500 

.00 

500. 

00 

500. 

00 

500. 

00 

500. 

00 

500. 

00 

500. 

00 

500. 

00 

500. 

00 

500. 

00 

1st 

250.00 

2d 

50.00 

300. 

00 

1st 

100.00 

2d 

100.00 

3d 

100.00 

300. 

00 

1st 

50.00 

2d 

250.00 

300. 

00 

‘ < ‘ • 
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NAMES. 

DONATIONS. 

TOTAL. 

¥m.  McConway, 

300. 

,00 

Mrs.  Rosetta  Hostetter, 

300. 

,00 

A.  M.  Brown. 

250. 

,00 

M.  II.  Danziger, 

250. 

, 00 

Dr.  J.  A.  Lippincott, 

250, 

.00 

J.  E.  Schwartz, 

250. 

,00 

Samuel  Hamilton, 

250. 

,00 

Thomas  M.  Armstrong, 

250. 

,00- 

Lawrence  Dilworth, 

250. 

.00 

Miss  Matilda  W.  Denny, 

250. 

.00 

0.  M.  Edwards, 

1st 

50.00 

4 4 4 4 U 

2d 

200.00 

250. 

, 00 

Jas.  B.  Scott, 

250. 

,00 

Wm.  Mullins, 

250. 

00 

W.  E.  Lincoln, 

250. 

00 

Mrs.  W.  E.  Lincoln, 

250. 

,00 

J.  W.  Herron 

250. 

00 

Boggs  & Buhl,  - 

250. 

00 

Wm.  G.  Johnston, 

250. 

00 

Shoenberger  & Co., 

250. 

00 

Geo.  H.  Christy, 

250. 

00 

Chas.  Donnelly, 

250. 

00 

Wevman  & Bro., 

250. 

00 

Estate  of  J.  D Bernd, 

237. 

50 

J.  Porterfield,  - 

1st 

100.00 

4 4 u 

2d 

100.  00 

200. 

00 

R.  Iv.  Wilson, 

1st 

100.00 

4 4 4 4 

2d 

100.00 

200. 

00 

Wolff,  Lane  & Co., 

1st 

100  .00 

4 4 4 4 4 4 t 4 

2d 

100.00 

200. 

00 

C.  B.  Shea, 

1st 

100.00 

4 4 4 4 4 4 

2d 

100.00 

200. 

oo 
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NAMES. 

DONATIONS. 

TOTAL. 

J.  I.  Buchanan, 

200.00 

H.  S.  A.  Stewart, 

- 

200.00 

Wm.  L.  Abbott, 

200.00 

Chas.  Hays, 

- 

200.00 

James  McCrea, 

200.00 

C.  E.  Rumsey, 

1st 

50.00 

< i i i Li 

2d 

100.00 

150.00 

W.  P.  DeArmit, 

- 

150.00 

Mrs.  Geo.  Porter, 

150.00 

B.  Wolff,  Jr., 

- 

150.00 

Mr.  John  Dunlap, 

1st 

100.00 

i i 

2d 

50.00 

150.00 

W.  E.  Schmertz, 

- 

- 

100.00 

P.  C . Knox, 

- 

- 

100.00 

C.  F.  Dean, 

- 

- 

100.00 

Mrs.  Mary  C.  Irwin, 

- 

- 

100.00 

Mellor  & Hoene, 

- 

- 

100.00 

C.  W.  Batchelor, 

- 

- 

100.00 

J.  W.  Arrott, 

- 

- 

100.00 

C.  B.  Dil worth, 

- 

- 

100.00 

J.  R.  Dilworth, 

- 

. 

100.00 

R.  Miller,  Jr., 

- 

- 

100.00 

Geo.  Westing-house,  Jr., 

- 

- 

100.00 

Samuel  W.  Black, 

- 

- 

100.00 

W.  B.  Negley, 

- 

- 

100.00 

A.  Dempster, 

* 

- 

100.00 

Thomas  C.  Jenkins, 

- 

- 

100.00 

C.  B.  McLean, 

- 

- 

100.00 

Robt.  Pitcairn, 

- 

100.00 

S.  P.  Ilarbison, 

- 

- 

lOu.OO 

E.  M.  Bigelow, 

- 

. 

100.00 

Geo.  M.  Laughlin, 

- 

- 

100.00 
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NAMES.  DONATIONS. 

Mrs.  Herbert  DuPuy,  -----  100.00 

J.  S.  McCord,  -----  100.00 

A.  J.  Armstrong,  - - - - 100.00 

E.  T.  Dravo,  - - - • - 100.00 

John  G.  Stevenson,  - 100.00 

William  Scott,  - 100.00 

W.  J.  Sawyer,  -----  100.00 

A.  W.  Mellon,  - 100.00 

Henry  Metzger,  - - . - 100.00 

Joseph  Wood  well  & Co.,  - - - - 100.00 

John  Eaton,  ------  100.00 

Bindley  Hardware  Co.,  - - 100.00 

F.  LeMoyne,  - - - - - 100.00 

Estate  of  John  B.  Scott,  - 100.00 

Moses  Atwood,  - - - - - 100.00 

John  F.  Scott,  - - - - - 100.00 

Hational  Tube  Works  Co.,  - - - - 100.00 

Jas.  M.  Kenney,  -----  100.00 

W.  B.  Wolfe,  - - - - - - 100.00 

Charles  J.  Travelli,  - - - - - 100.00 

Standard  Radiator  Co. , - 100.00 

Henry  Aiken,  - - - - - 100.00 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Arrott,  -----  100.00 

Durbin  Horne,  - - - - 100.00 

T.  A.  Gillespie,  ------  100.00 

W.  R.  Murphy,  -----  100.00 

D.  H.  Wallace,  ------  100.00 

A Friend,  by  Mrs.  W.  A.  Herron,  - - 100.00 

James  Hemphill,  - - - - - 100.00 

W.  H.  Winslow,  - - - - - 50.00 

P.  Duff ' & Son,  - - - - - 50.00 

John  Caldwell,  - - - - - 50.00 
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NAMES.  DONATIONS. 

E.  O.  Anderson,  - 5 q qq. 

A.  P.  Burchfield,  - 50.00 

Chas.  Paine,  - 50  00 

A Friend,  by  W.  A.  Herron,  - - 50.00 

Mrs.  Mary  Rees,  - 50.00 

II.  L.  Berger,  - - . . - 5 0.00 

Prank  F.  Nicola,  - - - _ . 50.00 

C.  C.  Scaife,  ------  50. 00 

Kaufman  J.  Bros.,  - - - . _ 50.00 

A.  J.  Logan,  - - - - - 50. 00 

Geo.  B.  Hill, 50.00 

Hon.  Christopher  Magee,  - 50.00 

Henry  Sproul,  - - - . . _ 50.00 

J.  N.  Pew,  ------  50.00 

Col.  Janies  Collord,  - _ 50.00 

W-  K.  Gillespie,  - 25.00 

G.  B.  Logan,  - - - - - 25.00 

G.  Schwab  & Bro.,  - 25.00 

T.  H.  Given,  ------  25.00 

A.  Kirkpatrick  & Co.,  - - . - 25.00 

M.  Oppenheimer  & Levy,  - 25.00 

S.  Abeles  & Co.,  -----  95  00 

Mrs.  T.  M.  Howe,  - 25.00 

F.  W.  McKee,  - - - - - 25.00 

J.  J.  Porter  & Co.,  - - - - - 25.00 

Thompson  F.  McClintock,  - 25.00 

J.  II.  Lockhart,  - - 25.00 

John  Heck,  - 25.00 

•Hon.  John  Dalzeli,  -----  25.00 

F.  C.  Miller,  - - - . - 25.00 

A.  Groetzinger,  -----  . • 25.00 

Mary  Etta  Eebok,  (a  pupil),  - - - 25.00 
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NAMES.  DONATIONS.  TOTAL. 

Mills  & Gibb,  -----  - 20.00 

Mrs.  M.  Thompson,  -----  20.00 

L.  Irwin,  -----  15.00 

E.  H.  Myers,  ------  15.00 

W.  H.  Duff,  ------  15.00 

Mrs.  Mary  Alldred,  -----  10.00 

J.  D.  Scully,  ------  10. 00 

E.  Michel,  “ -.----  10.00 

Goldsmith,  Bacharach  & Co. , - - 10. 00 

Jonas  Brothers,  -----  - 10.00 

Cash,  by  W.  A.  Herron,  - - - - 10.00 

Jacob  Hew,  - - 10.00 

Roth  & Goldsmitn,  - - - 10.00 

John  Thompson,  -----  10.00 

J.  & M.  Lehman,  -----  10.00 

Chicago  Corset  Co. , -----  10.00 

Eckstein  & Wertheimer,  - - - - 10. 00 

Lewis,  Scheib  & Co.,  -----  10.00 

J.  A Henderson,  ...  - - 10.00 

Mrs.  Florence  R.  Scully,  - 10.00 

Blanche  J.  Rees,  - - - - 10.00 

Clementine  G.  Rees,  - - - - 10.00 

Mrs.  Kier  Mitchell,  - - - - 10-00 

B.  H.  Jacobs,  ------  10.00 

Mark  Gusky,  - - - - - - 10.00 

Schaul  & Bonk,  - - - - 5.00 

M.  Wieman,  - - - - - - 5.0  0 

Warner  Bros.,  - - - - - 5.00 

G.  Lysle,  Jr.,  - - - - 5.oo 

Levi  & Meyer,  - - - - - - 5.00 

A.  Steinhauser  & Co.,  - - - - 5.00 

J.  Keidel, - 5.00 

Cohen  Bros.  A Co.,  -----  5.00 

Stern  & Schloss,  ------  5.00 

Carrie  M.  Reed,  - - 1st  2.00 

i < 1 1 . . 2d  2.00  4.00 


Grand  total, 


$117,367.50 
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IRepovt  of  tbe  Superintendent. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors: 

Gentlemen — In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  sixth  annual  report  of 
this  Institution,  being  a brief  account  of  its  condition  and 
practical  operations  for  the  year  ending  on  this  date. 

As  I have  endeavored,  in  one  way  or  another,  during 
the  past  year,  to  keep  you  well  informed  as  to  the  work  and 
progress  of  the  Institution,  but  little  found  in  this  report,  no 
doubt,  will  seem  new  to  you.  Indeed,  as  far  as  giving  the 
members  of  the  Board  additional  information  regarding  the 
affairs  of  the  establishment  is  concerned,  I might  well  have 
been  spared  the  time  and  trouble  required  to  prepare  this  doc- 
ument, for  you  are  already  quite  familiar  with  them.  But, 
as  there  are  incorporators  and  other  friends  of  the  enter- 
prise, who  are  not  so  closely  connected  with  its  work,  and  who 
have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  become  so  familiar  with  its 
operations  and  development,  I think  it  is  well,  for  their  benefit 
and  satisfaction,  to  put  these  annual  statements  of  its  pro- 
gress and  events,  together  with  such  comments  and  sugges- 
tions as  may  be  deemed  pertinent  and  useful,  in  tangible 
form,  that  they,  as  well  as  the  general  public,  may  be  able  to 
gather  fuller  information  respecting  its  aims  and  purposes;  its 
importance  and  the  policy  of  its  management. 

Although  we  have  had  our  sorrow,  anxiety  and  difficulties 
during  the  past  year,  in  reviewing  the  work  and  incidents  of 
the  Institution,  it  is  a source  of  much  satisfaction  to  be  able 
to  state  that  the  prosperity  and  evidences  of  success,  which 
attended  our  efforts  heretofore,  continued  without  interrup- 


tion,  and,  in  every  department  of  the  school,  commendable 
advancement  has  been  made..  Of  course,  much  of  the  devel- 
opment of  the  Institution  and  improvement  in  our  work 
followed  the  occupancy  of  our  new  building,  where  we  have 
much  better  facilities  for  organizing  and  grading  the  classes, 
for  giving  instruction  and  for  caring  for  the  pupils.  But,  yet, 
we  feel  there  is  still  room  for  much  more  improvement  and  the 
attainment  of  higher  possibilities.  There  is  yet  much  to  be 
done  to  raise  the  Institution  up  to  that  high  plane  of  effi- 
ciency which,  I am  sure,  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Board  it  shall 
occupy.  We  should  set  our  standard  high  and  strive  to 
maintain  it,  by  making  this  Institution,  in  all  its  important 
features,  one  of  the  most  efficient  in  the  land,  a credit  to 
Pittsburgh  and  the  State — a source  of  satisfaction  and  en- 
couragement to  those  who  have  been  instrumental  in  found- 
ing it,  and  to  all  who  have  contributed  so  liberally  to  the 
funds  necessary  for  the  erection  of  these  buildings. 

As  soon  as  the  means  are  provided,  we  should  thoroughly 
organize  and  fully  equip  an  industrial  department  for  our 
boys,  and  enlarge  and  more  completely  furnish  that  already 
organized  for  the  girls.  We  should  also  purchase  more  ap- 
paratus and  furniture  for  the  proper  equipment  of  the  other 
departments  of  the  school. 

It  is  becoming  more  and  more  evident  that  the  founding 
of  this  Institution  is  a priceless  benefaction  to  the  blind  chil- 
dren and  youth  of  the  western  part  of  our  State.  It  fur- 
nishes the  means  for  obtaining  an  education  to  a class  of  chil- 
dren who,  heretofore,  were  practically  denied  the  opportuni- 
ties, so  freely  accorded  their  seeing  brothers  and  sisters,  to 
tit  themselves  to  meet,  in  a practical  and  successful  manner, 
the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  life.  Its  field  of  usefulness 
is  gradually  extending,  and  thus  it  is  filling,  in  full  measure, 
the  important  mission  for  which  it  was  established.  As  the 


fact  of  its  existence  becomes  known  throughout  the  territory 
over  which  it  is  intended  its  benefits  shall  extend,  parents 
and  guardians  of  blind  children  hasten  to  avail  themselves  of 
its  advantages. 

While  most  of  the  children  who  have  been  placed  under 
our  care  are  young  and  of  proper  age  to  enter  upon  school 
work,  we  have  also  received  a number  of  blind  young  men  and 
women,  who  had  never  attended  school  before.  These  young 
people  have  been  permitted  to  reach  nearly  their  majority, 
without  having  received  any  special  training  or  instruction, 
simply  because,  prior  to  the  organization  of  this  Institution, 
there  was  no  school  in  Western  Pennsylvania  for  the  special 
development  and  training  of  blind  children,  and  their  parents 
refuse  to  send  them  three  or  four  hundred  miles  from  home 
to  be  educated.  Of  course,  these  pupils,  unfortunately,  have 
lost  the  best  part  of  their  school  life,  and  are  lacking  in  that 
mental  discipline  and  strength,  which  they  would  have  ac- 
quired, had  they  been  placed  under  instruction  earlier,  and 
hence,  it  is  quite  difficult  for  them,  at  first,  to  take  up  and 
pursue  successfully  a course  of  study.  Unless  they  are  very 
carefully  and  judiciously  dealt  with  when  they  first  enter 
school,  they  are  likely  to  become  discouraged  and  despond- 
ent.. especially,  when  they  compare  their  condition  with  that 
of  other  pupils,  who  commenced  their  schooling  at  an  earlier 
period  in  life.  However,  by  giving  them  special  attention 
and  instruction,  we  endeavor  to  redeem  as  much  of  their  lost 
time  as  possible,  and,  when  they  have  not  been  indulged  by 
their  friends  to  a degree  injurious,  and  are  not  wanting  in 
industry  and  determination,  we  succeed,  by  patient  effort,  in 
arousing  their  energies  and  quickening  them  into  activity, 
and,  in  time,  these  pupils  give  evidence  of  considerable  men- 
tal improvement.  They  acquire  a taste  for,  and  take  pleasure 
in,  study.  What  was  dreaded  and  regarded  as  a burden  at 


first,  is  now  engaged  in  with  pleasure  and  profit.  Finally, 
they  become  more  hopeful,  cheerful  and  happy;  and  they  find 
that  there  is  much  more  in  life  for  them  than  they  ever  real- 
ized before. 

This  is  a condition  this  Institution  is  required  to  meet, 
and  it  is  endeavoring  to  do  it  in  the  most  earnest  and  faithful 
manner.  These  young  people,  in  their  unfortunate  condi- 
tion, are  in  our  midst,  and  it  may  require  a number  of  years 
before  they  are  all  brought  into  the  Institution;  but,  as  they 
come,  we  should  strive  to  give  them  the  most  practical  and 
useful  instruction  possible,  and  to  have  them  make  the  most 
of  their  time  and  opportunities.  While,  possibly,  the  best 
results  of  our  methods  and  efforts  may  not  be  exhibited  in 
their  advancement,  still  the  instruction  and  discipline  given 
them  here  are  of  invaluable  benefit  to  them.  They  are 
taught  to  do  for  themselves  all  they  can  do,  and,  as  far  as 
possible,  to  be  self-reliant  and  independent.  They  soon  im- 
prove in  manners,  disposition,  habits  and  mental  capacity,  and 
thus,  for  them  is  lightened  in  a great  degree  the  burden  of 
their  affliction.  But  the  thoroughness  of  our  system  of  instruc- 
tion and  the  correctness  of  our  methods,  will  be  best  shown  in 
the  development  and  training  of  our  younger  pupils. 

THE  SESSIONS  OF  THE  SCHOOL. 

The  last  term  of  the  Institution  closed  on  Wednesday 
morning,  June  2 7,  1891,  after  a continuous  session  of  forty- 
two  weeks,  which  was  interrupted  by  only  a brief  vacation 
during  the  Christmas  holidays.  At  the  earnest  solicitation 
of  parents  and  friends,  many  of  the  pupils  were  permitted  to 
spend  this  short  vacation  at  their  homes. 

There  were  12  pupils — 22  boys  and  20  girls— enrolled 
during  the  term,  all  of  whom  were  present  at  the  close.  Of 
these  11 — 6 boys  and  8 girls — were  new  pupils.  Of  the  lat- 
ter, ten  had  never  attended  school  anywhere  before,  one  had 
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formerly  been  a pupil  in  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 
Blind,  at  Philadelphia,  two  had  been  pupils  in  the  Ohio  State 
Institution  for  the  Blind,  and  one  had  attended  the  public 
school  for  several  terms,  before  losing  her  sight  by  accident. 

A closing  entertainment  was  given  by  the  school  in  the 
chapel  of  the  Institution,  on  Tuesday  evening,  June  26th, 
189J,  in  the  presence  of  a large  and  appreciative  audience, 
representing  many  of  the  parents  of  the  pupils  and  other 
friends  of  the  school.  The  program  presented  was  carefully 
arranged  and  consisted  of  a selection  of  literary  and  musical 
numbers,  all  of  which  were  rendered  in  a creditable  manner, 
and  fairly  illustrated  the  progress  and  ability  of  the  pupils. 
The  exercises  were  interesting  and  enjoyable  throughout,  and 
served  to  give  the  visitors  much  information  with  regard  to 
the  aims  and  purposes  of  the  Institution;  and,  being  the  first 
of  the  kind  held  in  the  new  chapel,  it  will  be  long  remem- 
bered with  pleasure  by  all  who  were  present. 

A copy  of  the  program  is  here  appended: 
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program. 


PART  I. 


Chorus— “Let  the  Hills  Resound  with  Song,’’  Brinley  Richards 

School. 

Invocation  j 

Chorus — “Every  Day  Will  I Bhss  Thee.” 

School. 

Piano  Duet — “Sleighbelis,” 

Blanche  D.  Bay  and  Grace  E.  Marker. 

Recitation — “The  King’s  Picture,”  - - Helen  B.  Bostwick 

♦ 

Robert  A.  Clark. 

Grand  March  Festival — - - - - Leiheimer 

School  Orchestra. 


J.  McGranahan 
F.  Boscovitz 


Dialogue — “What  I’d  Be,”  - 

Walter  R.  Taylor,  Albert  S.  Miller,  GeorgieHeck, 
Eddie  Trapp  and  Willie  McNally. 

Song- “Happy  Children’s  March,”  - - Paul  Jones 

Small  Pupils. 


Solo  (Piano) — “The  Brook,”  - Pape 

William  H.  Long. 

Quartette — “Moonlight  Will  Come  Again,”  - Thompson 

Miss  M.  Benson,  Grace  Marker,  Joseph  Fretton, 
and  Joseph  Ostander. 

Recitation — “Busy  Little  People  ” - - - 

Katie  Burke. 

Recitation — “Bob-white,”  - George  Cooper 

Agnes  Gilner. 

Solo  (Piano) — “Firefly, ” - Kuhe 

Thomas  H.  Little. 
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program. 


PART  1 1 . 

Gavotte — “Floweret — Forget-me-not,”  - - Oesner 

School  Orchestra. 

Recitation — “The  Whistling  Regiment,”  - James  C.  Harvey 

Frank  C.  Gaston. 

Solo  (Piano) — “Snow  Flakes,”  - - R.  A.  Newland 

Eliza  Johnson. 

Chorus  (Male  Voices ) — “Breeze  of  the  Night,”  - Lamothe 

Recitation — “Baby’s  Clock,  ” - Pansy 

Mart  Rebok. 

Recitation — “When  I am  a Man,”  - 

Geo.  Smith  Colvin. 

Solo  (Clarinet)— “Selections  from  Faust,”  - - Gounod 

Joseph  C.  Fretton. 

Piano  Accompaniment  by  Thos.  H.  Little. 

Vocal  Solo — “The  Palace  o’  the  King,”  - Geo.  C.  Stebbins 

Jean  Cowan. 

Vocal  Duet — “Chants  the  Robin  ” - - W.  T.  Giffe 

Ethel  Crooks  and  Mary  Rebok. 

Recitation— ‘Power  of  a Thought,”  (Original.) 

Maud  Hays. 

Duet  (Piano) — “Qui  Vive  Galop,”  - - - Gam 

Roberta.  Clark  and  Joe  O tander. 

Recitation— “Robin  to  Wren”  (Spring  Meeting),  - 

Bertha  M.  Johnson. 

Recitation — “Short  and  Sweet,”  - - Abbie  F.  Brown 

Ethel  E.  Crooks. 

Song— “Good  Night,”  - F.  S.  Lorenz 

Small  Pupils. 

“Sailor’s  Galop,”  _____  

School  Orchestra. 

Chorus — “Praise  Ye  the  Lord,”  - - W.  B.  Bradbury 

School. 
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The  current  session  was  commenced  under  favorable 
auspices,  on  Wednesday  morning,  the  5th  day  of  September 
last. 

There  was  a fair  attendance  of  our  former  pupils  and 
six  new  ones  on  the  first  day.  The  number  has  gradually 
increased  since,  and  the  total  enrollment  during  the  term  to 
date  is  5G — 30  boys  and  26  girls.  Of  these  15 — 8 boys 
and  7 girls  — are  new  pupils.  Nine  of  the  latter  are  well 
advanced  in  their  teens,  and,  as  we  have  indicated  in  a 
former  paragraph  of  this  report,  it  is  very  unfortunate,  and 
detrimental  to  their  progress,  that  they  were  not  placed 
under  instruction  earlier. 

We  have  on  file  applications  for  the  admission  of  enough 
blind  children,  if  we  were  permitted  to  receive  them  and 
were  able  to  support  them,  to  increase  our  enrollment  to 
between  65  and  70.  But,  as  the  Board  very  well  remem- 
bers, the  Legislature  two  years  ago,  in  making  an  appropria- 
tion per  capita  for  the  education  and  support  of  pupils  in  this 
Institution,  limited  the  number  to  52,  and  the  Auditor 
General,  acting  in  strict  accordance  with  an  opinion  rendered 
by  the  Attorney  General  of  the  Commonwealth,  actually 
refused  to  give  us  the  maximum  amount  appropriated  for  that 
number  of  pupils,  if  we  should  admit  more.  This  was  very 
unfortunate,  for,  as  every  one  knows,  onr  expenses  since 
coming  into  our  new  building  have  been  considerably  increased, 
and  it  has  only  been  by  practicing  the  strictest  economy  that 
we  have  been  enabled  to  keep  them  with  the  amount  appro- 
priated for  the  support  of  the  school,  and  we  could  not  afford 
to  lose  any  portion  of  the  appropriation,  by  taking  in  more 
pupils  than  the  number  provided  for  by  law.  Hence,  we 
have  kept  the  enrollment  each  quarter  at  the  maximum  num- 
ber provided  for  in  the  Act  of  Appropriation,  taking  in  one 
or  two,  as  the  case  may  have  been,  during  one  quarter,  to 


34 


take  the  place  of  those  who  may  have  dropped  out  on  account 
of  sickness,  or  other  causes,  during  the  previous  quarter,  and 
thus,  as  stated  elsewhere,  we  have  enrolled  56  pupils  during 
the  term. 

Some  of  those  whose  applications  we  have  on  file,  are 
very  worthy  children,  and  they  ought  to  be  placed  under  instruc- 
tion at  the  earliest  possible  moment;  others  are  approaching 
adult  age  and  will  only  have  a few  years  to  devote  to  the 
acquiring  of  an  education.  It  does  seem,  as  a matter  of 
justice  to  these  unfortunate  children  in  this  part  of  the  State 
and  for  their  future  welfare  and  happiness,  as  well  as  upon 
the  basis  of  future  economy  to  the  several  counties,  that  the 
State  ought  to  give  them  an  even  chance,  as  we  have  already 
indicated,  with  their  more  fortunate  brothers  and  sisters,  to 
gain  an  education. 

Tavo  of  the  applicants  referred  to  are  blind,  deaf  and 
mute.  One  of  these  is  a young  woman  thirty  years  of  age. 
She  has  been  thus  sadly  afflicted,  as  her  friends  state,  for  the 
past  25  years,  her  affliction  being  the  result  of  an  attack  of 
measles,  which  she  suffered  when  she  Avas  but  five  years  old. 
The  other  is  that  of  a little  girl  seven  years  old,  now  residing 
in  Butler  county,  of  this  State.  Of  course,  it  is  difficult  to 
see  hoAv  any  benefit  can  be  derived  by  the  former  from  any 
line  of  training  we  might  undertake  with  her;  but,  it  seems 
to  me,  the  latter  is  a case  deserving  our  serious  consideration. 
While  it  must  be  apparent  that  to  educate  such  a child  Avill 
require  special  effort  and  involve  considerable  expense, 
still,  as  a matter  of  humanity,  and  upon  the  broad  principle 
of  meting  out  equal  justice  to  every  one,  no  matter  Iioav 
unfortunately  they  may  be  situated,  we  should  not  shrink 
from  undertaking  the  task. 

An  institution  of  this  character,  in  the  fulfillment  of  its 
mission,  should  receAe  blind  children  as  it  finds  them,  if  they 


are  at  all  capable  of  receiving  instruction.  It  cannot,  or 
should  not,  discriminate  between  the  good  and  the  bad, 
between  the  bright  and  the  dull,  nor  between  the  well-behaved 
and  the  spoiled  child.  These  are  conditions,  or  qualities,  for 
which  the  children  in  most  cases  are  wholly  irresponsible, 
and,  to  admit  the  one  and  reject  the  other,  would  be  a patent 
injustice.  If  we  are  honest  in  our  profession  to  mete  out  the 
greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number,  we  must  take  pupils  as 
they  come  to  us — as  they  are,  whether  they  are  as  we  would 
have  them  or  not— and  the  test  of  our  training  is  shown  in 
our  ability  to  make  the  bad  better — in  subduing  their  evil 
propensities  and  developing  their  better  qualities;  in  correct- 
ing the  idiosyncrasies  of  the  neglected  child  and  the  objec- 
tionable habits  and  disposition  of  the  spoiled  child,  and  in 
arousing  into  activity  the  sluggish  faculties  of  the  dull  child. 
The  true  merits  of  any  system  of  education  are  not  shown  by 
what  a few  bright  and  especially  favored  pupils  can  accom- 
plish, nor  in  the  slow  advancement  of  a few  dull  ones,  but 
rather,  in  the  progress  made  by  the  great  majority — in  what 
can  be  accomplished  with  those  of  mediocre  ability. 

INSTRUCTION. 

Xo  particular  change  has  been  made  during  the  past 
year  in  our  methods  of  conducting  the  instruction  in  the  In- 
stitution. We  have  been  governed  largely  in  this  regard  by 
the  example  and  experience  of  those  who  have  been  the  most 
successful  in  this  line  of  work.  True,  after  surveying  the 
whole  field,  and  examining  in  detail  the  results  thus  far  pro- 
duced in  institutions  of  this  kind,  we  are  forced  to  the  conclu- 
sion, that  an  entirely  satisfactory  system  for  the  education  of 
the  blind  has  not  yet  been  devised;  or,  if  it  has,  it  has  not  been 
carried  into  successful  execution.  The  work  broadens,  and  its 
importance  is  magnified,  as  we  continue  to  contemplate  it.  The 
-studying  of  the  special  cases  that  have  come  under  our  obser- 
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vation,  such,  for  instance,  as  the  little  girl  from  Butler 
county,  and  others  who  have  been  so  successfully  trained  in 
other  institutions,  gives  us  new  ideas  and  enlarged  views  as 
to  how  to  deal  with  those  not  so  severely  afflicted. 

While  those  who  undertake  the  education  of  youth, 
under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  assume  a most  sacred 
and  responsible  trust,  the  conditions  are  materially  changed, 
the  responsibility  becomes  weightier,  and  the  importance  of 
knowing  how  is  greatly  magnified,  when  they  have  to  deal 
with  a class  of  deficient  children.  Realizing  this  in  the  fullest 
sense,  the  conscientious  teacher  feels  that  he  cannot  afford  to 
be  in  doubt  as  to  whether  or  not  he  is  working  on  the  right 
line.  He  feels  that  the  issues  are  too  great  to  be  left  to 
chance,  hence,  he  earnestly  seeks  for  information  from  others 
similarly  engaged,  that  he  may  know  the  results  of  their  in- 
vestigations, and  be  guided  by  the  light  of  their  experience. 
Working  on  this  line,  we  have  endeavored  to  modify  and  am- 
plify our  system  of  instruction,  at  different  periods  of  our 
progress,  to  meet  the  special  wants  of  our  pupils,  and  to  give 
them  the  best  possible  training  to  fit  them  for  lives  of  activity 
and  usefulness. 

LITERARY  DEPARTMENT. 

The  work  in  this  department  has  been  conducted  during 
the  past  year  with  earnestness  and  zeal  and  a marked  degree 
of  success.  Most  of  the  pupils  have  been  interested  in  their 
studies  and  have  made  commendable  advancement  in  them. 
Miss  O.  H.  J.  Harris,  ivho  has  charge  of  the  advanced  classes,, 
has  been  thoroughly  devoted  to  her  work.  She  has  not  only 
been  solicitous  for  the  welfare  of  the  pupils  under  her  imme- 
diate charge,  but  she  has  taken  a warm  and  lively  interest  in 
the  success  of  the  whole  school.  She  conducts  her  work 
along  the  most  modern  and  effective  lines.  The  other  teach- 
ers, Miss  Hannah  I.  Houston  and  Miss  M.  Benson,  have  also 
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been  earnest  and  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties, 
and  the  progress  of  their  pupils  is  evidence  of  their  success. 

The  primary  object  of  this  department  is  to  give  our 
pupils  a sound  English  education.  To  this  end,  a carefully 
arranged  course  of  study  has  been  prepared,  progressing 
from  the  simplest  to  the  more  difficult  branches,  and  bringing- 
some  simple  facts  within  the  scope  of  comprehension  of  the 
least  tutored  of  our  pupils.  Our  first  aim  is  to  arouse, 
•quicken  into  activity,  energize  and  strengthen  all  the  fac- 
ulties of  the  child,  and  cultivate  a taste  for  literary  studies. 
This  accomplished  and  continued,  and  it  is  on  a fair  way  to 
become  a self-supporting  and  independent  condition  of  man- 
hood . 

Owing  to  the  diversity  of  the  ages  and  size  of  our  pupils 
and  an  earnest  desire  to  meet  in  the  fullest  sense  the  demands 
of  all,  at  each  successive  stage  of  their  progress,  the  labor  of 
the  teachers  in  this  department  has  been  quite  heavy.  In 
order  to  lighten  the  work  somewhat,  a class  of  nearly  adult 
pupils  was  formed  during  the  year,  for  the  purpose  of  study- 
ing United  States  History,  and  was  taken  charge  of  by  the 
Superintendent. 

The  branches  of  study  thus  far  pursued  comprise  Head- 
ing, in  Line  type  and  Point  print,  Orthography,  Memorizing, 
Declamation,  Arithmetic,  Algebra,  Geography,  History, both 
United  States  and  General,  Grammar,  Physiology  and  Hy- 
giene, Physical  Geography,  Natural  Philosophy  and  Rhetoric. 
Later,  as  the  pupils  advance,  we  expect  to  add  Geometry, 
Chemistry,  Mental  Philosophy  and  Civil  Government. 

The  several  classes  have  been  regularly  examined  by  the 
Superintendent.  On  every  occasion,  the  pupils,  with  only  a 
few  exceptions,  have  given  evidence  of  a fair  knowledge  of 
the  subjects  pursued.  Their  progress  has  been  creditable  alike 
to  themselves  and  their  teachers. 
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MUSICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

The  instruction  in  the  several  branches  of  music  has  been 
conducted  along  the  same  line  of  steady  and  consistent  pro 
gress  as  during  former  years.  Some  of  our  pupils  have  at- 
tained the  ability  to  render  both  vocal  and  instrumental  music 
in  a manner  that  has  elicited  high  commendation. 

Miss  Sarah  E.  Taylor,  who  has  been  our  principal  in- 
structor in  this  department  for  the  past  four  years,  has  been 
earnest  and  persevering  in  the  discharge  of  her  duties,  and  is 
deserving  much  praise  for  the  deep  interest  she  has  always 
shown  in  the  progress  of  those  under  her  instruction. 

As  the  moral  effects  and  practical  bearing  of  music  upon 
a system  of  education  are  of  such  vast  importance,  all  our 
pupils  are  permitted  to  take  some  part  in  it  Of  course,  the 
same  differences  of  talent  are  exhibited  here  as  are  found  in 
any  other  department  of  education,  and,  possibly,  only  a few 
of  our  students  may  ever  attain  distinction  in  the  art;  yet> 
all  may  make  some  progress  in  it,  and,  certainly,  all  are  greatly 
benefited  by  the  exercise. 

No  one  who  has  had  experience  among  the  blind  doubts, 
that  the  culture  Ave  give  our  pupils  in  music  tends  to  make 
them  more  tractable  and  more  companionable,  and  aids  to 
bring  them  into  better  social  relation  with  the  community  in 
which  they  live.  Besides,  there  is  probably  no  branch  of  ed- 
ucation that  can  be  turned  to  better  account  by  a blind  per- 
son, in  his  efforts  to  earn  an  independent  livelihood,  than  his 
knowledge  of  music,  especially,  if  he  is  proficient  in  one  or 
more  branches  of  the  art.  Hence,  while  as  stated  above,  we 
give  all  our  pupils  some  general  instruction  in  music,  because 
of  its  moral  and  elevating  influences  and  social  advantages, 
we  give  special  attention  and  training  to  those  who  possess 
special  talent  for  it,  and  judiciously  direct  them  in  such  linea 
as  will  be  of  the  most  practical  benefit  to  them — as  will  aid 
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them  in  their  bread- winning  efforts,  after  they  leave  school. 
Blind  students,  as  a class,  cannot  afford  to  spend  much  time 
on  mere  embellishments,  or  in  work  that  cannot  be  turned  to 
some  practical  use.  And,  in  this  connection,  for  the 
purpose  of  emphasizing  what  we  have  endeavored  for  years  to 
impress  upon  teachers  of  music  in  institutions  of  this  kind,  I 
take  the  liberty  to  quote  here  from  a letter  received  from  a 
former  blind  student,  who  read  our  last  report,  and  noted 
what  we  said  in  it  on  this  subject.  He  says  : “ Mr.  Jacobs, 

there  is  one  point  in  your  report  which  struck  me  more  forci- 
bly than  any  others,  namely,  the  importance  you  attach  to 
giving  instruction  on  the  cabinet  organ.  In  my  experience, 
I have  received  more  actual  benefit,  in  a financial  way,  from 
my  limited  knowledge  of  the  reed  organ  than  from  any  other 
department  of  musical  education.  There  is  more  work  for 
a tuner  on  this  common  household  instrument  than  on  any 
other.  The  country  homes  are  almost  all  supplied  with  such 
organs,  and  we  get  from  four  to  six  dollars  for  cleaning,  tun- 
ing and  repairing  them.  The  mechanical  work  of  the  organ 
is  much  less  complicated  and  delicate  than  that  of  the  piano, 
and  blind  boys,  who  cannot  become  successful  piano- tuners, 
can  readily  fit  themselves  to  repair  such  organs.  I have  done 
a great  deal  of  this  kind  of  work  since  I left  school,  and  en- 
joy it.  ” 

During  the  early  part  of  last  February  the  work  in  this 
department  was  extended,  by  the  employment  of  Mr.  TV  iliiam 
B.  McComsey  to  give  instruction  in  the  art  of  piano-tuning 
and  on  wind  and  string  instruments.  Some  of  our  girls  are 
now  receiving  lessons  on  some  of  these  instruments  and  are 
making  fair  progress.  The  study  is  a pleasant  recreation 
rather  than  a task,  and  the  practicing  is  healthful  exercise. 
Mr.  McComsey  has  had  long  and  varied  experience  in  the 
several  branches  of  the  musical  profession.  He  is  an  organist, 
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as  well  as  an  instructor  of  piano-tuning  and  of  orchestral 
music. 

We  hope  to  be  able,  at  no  distant  date,  to  still  further 
increase  the  efficiency  of  this  department  by  giving  more  time 
to  the  work  for  which  Mr.  McComsey  has  been  employed, 
and  by  the  purchasing  of  more  and  better  instruments. 

INDUSTRIAL  DEPARTMENT. 

It  is  a pleasure,  at  the  close  of  each  year,  to  recount  the 
events  and  progress  of  this  department.  We  regard  it  as  one 
of  the  most  important  parts  of  our  system  of  training,  and 
endeavor  to  give  it  a full  measure  of  attention  and  spare 
nothing  at  our  disposal,  that  would  add  to  its  efficiency.  True, 
as  we  have  stated  on  former  occasions,  we  have  not  been  able 
to  organize  and  equip  it  as  fully  and  completely  as  we  desire 
to  do,  or  as  the  needs  of  the  .Institution  demanded,  but  we 
have  gone  as  far  as  we  could,  and  have  made  the  best  use  of 
our  present  facilities  and  the  means  at  our  disposal  ; and,  we 
continue  to  indulge  the  hope  that,  at  no  distant,  day,  we  may 
be  able  to  increase  and  strengthen  this  work,  and  put  the 
handicraft  department  in  a condition  to  meet  all  the  demands 
of  an  institution  of  this  kind. 

It  is  here  that  most  of  the  pupils,  particularly  those  who 
come  to  us  at  nearly  adult  age  and  do  not  have  the  time  nor 
the  opportunity  to  pursue  a full  course  of  study  in  the  other 
departments,  make  fair  progress  and  take  courage^  They 
feel  that  here  is  afforded  the  best  opportunity  to  fit  themselves 
to  earn  their  own  living.  Then,  too,  for  all,  the  employment 
of  the  hands  is  a great  panacea  for  the  sadness  and  despond- 
ency that  often  come  upon  them  with  such  withering  effect. 

THE  GIRL’S  WORK-ROOM. 

What  we  term  the  girl’s  work  room  is  but  a branch  of 
our  industrial  department,  in  which  all  our  girls  and  all  the 
small  boys  spend  a part  of  each  school  day. 


41 


The  older  girls  are  taught  to  sew,  both  by  hand  and  wit.i 
a machine,  to  knit,  darn  and  crochet,  and  to  make  a variety 
of  useful  and  fancy  articles  of  worsted,  yarn  and  thread, 
which  are  always  salable,  and  hence,  afford  a source  of  pleas- 
ant and  profitable  employment.  The  younger  girls  and  boys 
are  taught  to  make  a variety  of  articles  of  various  shapes  and 
sizes,  of  beads  and  wire,  and  are  otherwise  profitably  em- 
ployed . 

When  the  pupils  are  engaged  in  their  various  duties  in  this 
room,  it  presents  a pleasing  scene  of  patient  industry, 
which  is  always  attractive  and  interesting  to  visitors 
who  have  been  loud  in  their  praise  of  the  quality  and  charac 
ter  of  the  work  executed.  For  the  young  pupils,  this  is  really 
the  Kindergarten  of  the  Institution.  It  is  here  they  are  first 
introduced  into  school  life,  and  the  exercises  are  so  simple,  so 
varied  and  so  attractive,  that  they  soon  become  deeply  inter 
ested,  almost  forget  they  are  at  school,  and  experience  but 
little  of  the  feeling  of  homesickness. 

Miss  M.  Benson,  who  has  had  charge  of  this  room,  lias 
exhibited  unusual  tact  and  skill  in  the  management  of  her 
work.  She  seldom  fails  to  keep  her  pupils  interested,  and  is 
patient  and  effective  in  giving  instruction.  Valuable  assist- 
ance has  been  rendered  her  by  Miss  A.  J.  Loomis,  our  girls’ 
governess,  who  is  also  deeply  interested  in  this  work. 

ENTERTAINMENTS. 

A number  of  interesting  entertainments  were  given  in 
the  Institution  during  the  year.  These  were  not  only  profit- 
able in  that  they  were  instructive,  but  they  also  served  to 
break  the  monotony  of  the  Institution  life,  and  were  enjoyed 
by  all  connected  with  the  school. 

The  first  of  these  was  given  by  Mr.  Geo.  W.  Blair  and 
family,  who  kindly  visited  the  Institution  on  Tuesday  night, 
December  4,  IS 94,  for  the  express  purpose  of  rendering  a 
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number  of  selections  of  music,  both  vocal  and  instrumental, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  pupils.  The  entertainment  was  given 
in  the  assembly  room,  in  the  presence  of  the  whole  school  and 
a few  friends.  The  numbers  were  all  creditably  rendered 
and  highly  enjoyed. 

The  next  was  given  by  the  Tuesday  Afternoon  Musicale 
and  the  Twentieth  Century  Club,  in  the  chapel  of  the  Institu- 
tion, on  Thursday  night  of  January  31st  last.  The  program 
was  prepared  anti  the  entertainment  was  conducted  by  Miss 
Julia  M.  Harding,  president  of  the  Tuesday  Afternoon 
Musicale,  and  Miss  Kate  C.  McKnight,  both  of  Allegheny 
City. 

The  ability  and  prominence  of  the  ladies  composing 
the  membership  of  these  two  societies,  are  so  well  known 
and  recognized,  not  only  in  the  musical  circles  of  the  city  but 
by  the  whole  community,  that  the  mere  mention  of  their 
names  was  sufficient  to  insure  a meritorious  entertainmedt.  It 
was  truly  an  interesting  and  enjoyable  affair,  and  of  much 
benefit  to  our  pupils. 

The  next  day,  most  of  the  daily  papers  of  the  city  con- 
tained complimentary  accounts  of  it,  from  one  of  which  we 
quote  the  following  extract: 

“ The  concert  given  last  night  at  the  Institute  for  the  Blind,  in  Oakland, 
by  the  members  of  the  Afternoon  Musical  Club,  was  highly  enjoyable  to  the 
inmates  of  the  Institute  and  to  the  guests  who  assembled  in  response  to  the 
generous  invitations  extended  to  all  friends  of  the  place.  Miss  Julia  Morgan 
Harding  was  in  charge  of  the  program,  which  was  rendered  in  a creditable 
manner  by  the  members.  This  club  is  the  organization  which  has  met  on 
Tuesday  afternoons  for  the  past  couple  of  years  at  Mrs.  C.  T.  Magee’s  home, 
on  Forbes  street.  Some  of  the  most  talented  amateurs  in  the  city  belong, 
and  theif  afternoon  recitals  would  do  credit  to  many  a conservatory.  The 
choral  class  of  the  Twentieth  Century  Club,  under  direction  of  Mr.  Hall, 
was  also  on  the  program.” 

Another  paper  said: 

“There  was  a pathetic  yet  enjoyable  entertainment  at  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind,  on  Bellefield  avenue,  last  night. 
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Miss  Julia  Harding',  of  Allegheny,  arranged  a musical  program,  which  was 
participated  in  by  the  members  of  the  Tuesday  Afternoon  Musicale  and  The 
Twentieth  Century  Club.  It  was  given  in  the  chapel  of  the  Institution, 
which  was  comfortably  filled  with  a select  audience.  * 

Vocal  and  instrumental  selections  by  the  pupils  were  one  of  the  features 
of  the  entertainment.  A quartette  of  little  blind  girls  with  dolls  in  their 
arms  was  a number  that  brought  forth  an  indescribably  pitiful,  sympathetic 
and  well  merited  round  of  applause.” 


On  the  night  of  February  27  th  last,  the  school  celebrated, 
in  a very  appropriate  manner,  the  anniversary  of  Longfellow’s 
birthday.  The  program  was  conducted  in  the  chapel  of  the 
Institution  and  consisted  of  choice  selections,  in  recitation 
and  song,  taken  from  the  poet’s  writings,  with  four  original 
sketches  of  his  life,  by  pupils  of  the  senior  class.  These  brief 
outlines  were  prepared  with  care,  and  were  both  entertaining 
and  instructive,  showing  in  a worthy  degree  the  possibilities 
of  the  authors.  They  were,  ‘‘The  Morning  of  his  Life,”  by 
Jean  Cowan;  “The  Noon  of  his  Life,”  by  Will  H.  Long; 
“The  Evening  of  his  Life,”  by  Maud  Hays,  and  “His  Critics 
and  Friends,”  by  Frank  C.  Gaston. 

Despite  the  uncertain  character  of  the  weather,  the 
chapel  was  well  tilled  with  friends  of  the  Institution.  The 
entertainment  was  unique  in  many  respects  and  meritorious 
throughout.  Much  praise  is  due  Miss  Harris,  Miss  Houston, 
Miss  Taylor  and  Miss  Benson,  for  their  voluntary  and  untir- 
ing efforts  in  preparing  the  pupils  for  it,  and  for  the  success- 
ful manner  in  which  it  was  conducted. 

On  Thursday  afternoon,  March  the  7th,  a very  interest- 
ing and  instructive  address  on  the  life  of  Madam  De  Stael 
was  delivered  in  the  chapel  by  Mrs.  Helen  P.  Jenkins,  of 
Detroit,  Michigan.  Mrs.  Jenkins  was  on  her  way  home 
from  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  she  was  in  attendance,  as  a 
delegate,  upon  the  sessions  of  the  Woman’s  National  Council, 
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and  stopped  in  this  city  to  visit  relatives  and  friends.  While 
here  a formal  invitation  was  offered  to  her,  by  the  Woman’s 
Club,  of  Pittsburg,  of  which  Mrs.  Jenkins  has  the  credit  of  be- 
ing the  founder,  to  deliver  her  address  on  Madam  De  Stael 
during  her  stay  in  the  city.  She  consented  to  do  so,  and  the 
chapel  of  the  Institution  was  proffered  the  Club  for  the 
occasion,  and  accepted. 

Mrs.  Jenkins  was  introduced  by  Mrs.  C.  C.  Iluff,  presi- 
dent of  the  Woman’s  Club.  While  the  lecture  was  given, 
ostensibly,  for  the  benefit  and  entertainment  of  the  members 
of  the  Club  and  their  friends,  it  was  especially  interesting  and 
profitable  to  our  advanced  class  of  pupils.  They  had  just 
completed  the  study  of  that  part  of  the  history  of  France, 
made  during  the  life  of  Madam  De  Stael,  and  had  had  much 
read  to  them  about  the  life  and  career  of  Bonaparte.  Hence, 
they  were  enabled  to  follow  the  lecture  with  close  attention. 
But  Mrs.  Jenkins  gave  them  much  valuable  information  that 
cannot  be  found  in  the  ordinary  school  histories.  Besides 
being  a carefully  prepared  compilation  of  interesting  and 
valuable  facts,  it  was  replete  with  original  and  appropriate 
comments  and  deductions,  presented  in  terse  and  choice 
language. 

The  Pittsburgh  Commercial  Gazette , the  next  morning, 
said  of  it: 

“The  cosy  chapel  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind 
was  the  scene  of  a most  interesting  lecture  yesterday  afternoon.  It  was  the 
widely-known  lecture  on  Madam  De  Stael  by  Mrs.  Helen  P.  Jenkins,  of 
Detroit,  before  the  ladies  of  this  city.  A number  of  deeply  interested  women 
were  present  and  enjoyed  to  the  utmost  the  eloquent  and  scholarly  address 
which  Mrs.  Jenkins  presented  at  the  World's  Fair.  A portion  of  the  audience, 
no  less  interested  than  the  ladies,  included  the  pupils  of  the  Blind  Institute, 
whose  appreciation  was  amply  expressed  in  their  hearty  applause  at  the  close 
of  the  hour.  ’ ’ 
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Another  enjoyable  entertainment  was  given  in  the 
assembly  room,  on  the  night  of  March  the  26th,  by  the 
primary  classes  of  the  school.  The  evening  was  given  up  to 
the  small  pupils,  and  right  well  did  they  improve  the  time. 
This  whole  affair  was  prepared  for  and  managed  by  Miss 
Benson,  as  a compliment  to  the  few  invited  guests,  and  as  a 
surprise  to  the  rest  of  the  faculty  and  the  older  pupils. 
Indeed,  so  quietly  were  the  preparations  for  it  conducted 
that  it  proved  a complete  surprise  to  nearly  every  one  con- 
nected with  the  school,  except  the  little  folks  who  took  part 
in  it.  The  numbers  on  the  program — the  recitations,  songs, 
solos,  duets,  quartets  and  choruses — were  all  rendered  in  such 
a happy  and  pleasing  manner  that  brought  forth  enthusiastic 
applause  and  elicited  much  favorable  comment.  It  was 
indeed  a success,  for  which  Miss  Benson  and  her  pupils  are 
deserving  credit. 


On  Thursday  night,  April  the  11th  ultimo,  the  chapel 
and  upper  halls  of  the  Institution  were  filled  with  the  friends 
and  relatives  of  the  members  of  the  Bellefield  Amateur  His- 
trionic Club,  who  assembled  to  witness  the  comedy,  “She 
Stoops  to  Conquer.  ’ ’ 

The  casts  were  made  up  entirely  of  young  ladies  of  the 
neighborhood,  and  so  well  did  they  all  perform  their  parts, 
that  they  justly  merited  and  received  the  praise  and  hearty 
applause  of  a somewhat  critical  audience.  Bellefield  society 
was  largely  interested  in  the  success  of  the  amateurs,  and  gave 
a cordial  support  to  the  performance. 

The  costumes  worn  by  the  young  impersonators  were 
rich  and  becoming,  and,  added  to  the  excellent  stage  arrange- 
ment,  served  to  make  a pretty  picture  of  last  century  life. 
The  Bellefield  orchestra,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Elmer 
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Jalin,  furnished  the  music  for  the  occasion,  which  added 
much  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  evening. 

The  rendering  of  this  comedy  was  especially  enjoyed  by 
our  older  pupils,  for  they  have  it  in  raised  type,  and  some  of 
them  have  read  it  over  several  times  and  were,  therefore,  en- 
abled to  follow  the  [day  with  much  interest  and  satisfaction. 

The  performance  was  planned  and  wholly  controlled  by 
the  young  ladies  themselves.  All  the  arrangements  were 
made  by  them  under  the  leadership  of  Miss  Mattie  Ewing, 
and  they  certainly  merited  praise  for  the  systematic  and  suc- 
cessful manner  in  which  they  were  executed. 

A few  days  later  they  presented  the  Institution  with  a 
purse  containing  $90,  the  net  proceeds  of  the  evening.  It 
was  accepted  with  thanks,  and  with  the  funds,  the  Superin- 
tendent purchased  what  we  had  long  been  wanting,  namely, 
an  excellent  Estey  organ,  for  the  use  of  the  girls  of  our 
school. 

HEALTH. 

I am  glad  and  profoundly  thankful  to  be  able  to  state 
that  the  general  health  of  the  school  during  the  past  year  was 
good.  Our  pupils  enjoyed  an  entire  immunity  from  all  con- 
tagious and  infectious  diseases.  Of  course,  in  an  Institution 
of  this  kind,  there  are  always  present  children  who  are  suffer- 
ing with  chronic  physical  troubles,  and  others  who  have  in- 
herited weak  constitutions  and  are  frail.  But,  notwith 
standing  this,  our  pupils  enjoyed  as  good  health  as  most 
children  in  the  community,  only  suffering  such  slight 
ailments  as  usually  result  from  changes  in  the  season  and  in 
the  climate,  most  of  which  yielded  readily  to  treatment,  and 
did  not  materially  disturb  the  work  of  the  school. 

And  yet,  we  were  brought  to  realize  that  the  arrows  of 
death  were  flying  in  our  midst  and  had  selected  for  their  vic- 
tim a shining  mark.  During  the  past  year  we  were  called 
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upon  to  experience  the  first  death  in  the  Institution,  and  to 
mourn  for  what  seemed,  to  human  understanding,  the  untimely 
loss  of  one  of  our  first  and  most  interesting  pupils. 

OBITUARY. 

It  is,  indeed,  a sad  task  for  us  to  chronicle  the  death  of 
Thomas  J.  H.  Little,  of  Uniontown,  Pa.,  which  occurred  at 
six  o’clock  p.  m. , Wednesday,  September  26,  1S94.  He 
had  spent  the  summer  vacation  at  his  home,  and  just  previ- 
ous to  his  return  to  school  in  September,  had  contracted  a 
severe  cold,  which  developed  rapidly  into  an  attack  of  acute 
pneumonia,  which  his  delicate  frame  could  not  resist,  and, 
notwithstanding  he  received  the  most  skillful  medical  treat- 
ment and  the  most  careful  nursing,  the  progress  of  the  dis- 
ease could  not  be  stayed,  nor  the  fatal  result  averted. 

Tommy  was,  really,  a unique  character.  We  have 
never  seen  his  counterpart.  He  entered  the  Institution,  a 
small,  delicate,  untrained  and  helpless  child,  when  it  was 
first  organized,  but  he  soon  exhibited  the  possession  of  some 
remarkable  mental  qualities.  In  disposition  he  was  quiet  and 
unobtrusive.  To  strangers  he  seemed  sad  and  irresponsive; 
but,  to  those  who  knew  him  best,  he  was  indeed  uninteresting- 
study.  He  was  an  apt  pupil  in  literary  work;  but  it  was  in 
the  musical  department  that  his  rare  talents  were  discovered. 
He  was  a genius  in  music,  yet  he  was  free  from  all  egotism 
and  all  efforts  at  display.  He  had  an  intuitive  knowledge  of 
harmony,  and  so  sensitive  was  his  ear  that  any  discordant 
sound  was  absolutely  painful. to  him. 

While  sick  he  lay  in  a room  from  which,  when  the  doors 
were  ajar,  he  could  hear  the  singing  at  the  morning  devo- 
tional exercises,  which  he  seemed  to  enjojr  so  much.  The 
night  before  he  died,  Miss  Benson  said  to  him:  “ Tommy, 

what  shall  we  sing  at  prayers  to-morrow  morning  ?”  His 
reply  was,  ‘ ‘ Sing 
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Blest  be  the  tie  that  binds 
Our  hearts  in  Christian  love  ; 

The  fellowship  of  kindred  minds 
Is  like  to  that  above.” 

This  was  not  considered  one- of  Tommy’s  favorite  hymns, 
and,  after  his  death,  his  reply  to  Miss  Benson  seemed  singu- 
larly prophetic  and  particularly  pathetic. 

The  body  was  nicely  prepared  and  placed  in  a neat 
casket,  by  undertaker  Samson,  of  this  city,  and,  after  a brief 
funeral  service  conducted  in  the  Institution  by  Rev.  J.  (4. 
Brown,  D.  D.,  in  the  presence  of  the  school,  was  accom- 
panied to  his  home  in  Uniontown  by  the  Superintendent,  and 
delivered  to  his  parents. 

We  dropped  the  sympathetic  tear  and  turned  sadly 
away,  never  to  forget  the  poor,  seemingly  unattractive,  yet 
remarkable  child,  in  whom  we  had  become  so  deeply  inter- 
ested. We  never  expect  to  see  his  like  again,  and  long  will 
he  be  missed  in  this  Institution.  His  body  now  lies  in  the 
cemetery  at  Uniontown,  but  may  we  not  indulge  the  hope 

that  his  freed  spirit  is  at  rest  in  a realm,  where  harmony  is 
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perfect,  anti  where  earth’s  discordant  sounds  can  never  reach? 

MORAL  INSTRUCTION. 

The  moral  training  is  strictly  non-sectarian.  The  Bible 
is  our  code  of  ethical  instruction  ; it  is  read  every  morning  as 
a part  of  our  regular  devotional  exercises,  but  nothing  is  per- 
mitted to  be  said  or  done  at  any  time  to  give  a sectarian  bias 
to  the  mind  of  any  one,  or  that  a sensible  person  of  any  de- 
nomination would  object  to.  We  deem  it  highly  important 
that,  in  a family  such  as  this  is,  a good  moral  tone  should  pre- 
vail throughout  the  establishment.  This  can  be  secured  with- 
out in  any  way  interfering  with  the  belief  of  any  one.  We 
do  not  think,  however,  that  it  is  always  necessary  to  define 
moral  instruction,  or  restrict  it  to  one  class,  or  to  a prescribed 
place,  day  or  hour,  to  make  it  effectual,  but  it  should  per- 
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meate  every  department  of  the  Institution,  and  the  pupils 
should  draw  in  morality  and  a sense  of  right  conduct  every- 
where,  as  they  inspire  air,  without  noticing-  it . 

DISCIPLINE. 

We  have  endeavored  to  maintain  proper  decorum  among 
our  pupils  and  hold  them  within  reasonable  bounds  of  con- 
duct. Our  methods  of  discipline  are  not  severe  but  firm,  and 
are  free  from  all  arbitrary  restrictions.  We  have  but  few 
rules  for  the  government  of  the  School,  and  what  we  have 
are  simple  and  reasonable,  and  easily  understood.  We  aim 
to  raise  the  standard  of  self-control  among-  the  pupils,  by 
giving  them  as  much  freedom  as  is  consistent  with  good  gov- 
ernment ; but,  if  they  abuse  the  privileges  given  them,  and 
violate  the  confidence  reposed  in  them  by  those  in  authority, 
and  are  lacking  in  fairness,  truth  and  honor,  they  are  re- 
stricted in  their  privileges  until  they  redeem  their  standing, 
and  shoAT,  by  continued  proper  conduct,  that  they  can  be 
trusted.  Our  policy  is  to  keep  our  pupils  well  employed,  and 
to  throw  upon  them  as  much  responsibility  and  duty,  judi- 
ciously, as  they  are  able  to  bear,  and  hence,  they  have  little 
time  for  bad  conduct,  or  to  plan  mischief. 

CONCLUSION. 

Before  concluding  this  report,  I wish  again  to  bear  testi- 
mony to  the  fidelity  and  efficiency  with  which  the  teachers  and 
other  assistants  in  the  management  of  the  school,  including 
Miss  A.  T.  Brownlee,  my  assistant  in  the  office  work,  have 
discharged  their  duties  during  the  year.  Harmony  and  good- 
will have  prevailed  among  them.  All  have  been  devoted  to 
their  work,  and  zealous  and  self-sacrificing  in  their  efforts  to 
promote  the  interests  of  the  Institution. 

We  also  desire,  in  this  connection,  to  express  our 
acknowledgments  to  Dr.  Lawrence  Litchfield  and  Dr.  J.  A. 
Lippincott,  for  the  valuable  professional  services  which  they 
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have  gratuitously  rendered  the  Institution.  It  is  due  them 
to  say  that  each  responded  promptly  and  cheerfully  to  every 
call  made  upon  him. 

Sincerely  thanking  you,  gentlemen  of  the  Board,  for  the 
deep  interest  you  have  taken  in  the  welfare  of  the  Institution, 
for  the  readiness  with  which  you  have  supported  eveiy 
measure  having  for  its  aim  the  extension  of  its  usefulness, 
and  for  your  kind  consideration  and  encouragement,  this  re- 
port is  Respectfully  Submitted, 

H.  B.  Jacobs, 

Superintendent. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

It  is  a pleasant  duty,  at  the  close  of  the  year’s  work,  to  formally  express 
our  sincere  thanks  to  our  many  friends,  for  their  many  tokens  of  kindness 
and  proofs  of  good  will  given  us  during  the  year  ; for  the  words  of  encour- 
agement which  they  have  beeu  pleased  to  give  both  officers  and  teachers, 
and  for  the  attention  always  shown  our  pupils,  in  the  Institution  and  else- 
where. 

These  kind  offices  on  the  part  of  our  friends  encourage  us,  influence  the 
whole  school  and  stimulate  us  all  to  strive  for  better  things. 

We  desire  especially  to  tender  our  grateful  acknowledgments— 

To  Mr.  Geo.  W.  Dilworth,  for  fifteen  tickets  of  admission  and  trans- 
portation of  that  number  of  our  older  pupils  and  attendants,  to  the  piano  re- 
cital, by  Leopold  Godowsky,  at  the  Pennsylvania  College  for  Women,  on 
the  afternoon  of  May  80th,  1 894. 

To  H.  Kleber  & Bro.,  for  furnishing  and  removing,  free  of  charge,  an 
excellent  upright  piano,  which  was  used  at  the  dedicatory  exercises  of  the 
Institution,  June  14th,  1894,  and  also  at  our  closing  entertainment,  on 
the  evening  of  the  27th  of  the  same  month,  and  for  other  favors. 

To  Mrs.  J.  M.  Schoonmaker,  Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Dilworth  and  Mrs.  H.  K. 
Porter,  for  cut  flowers  furnished  on  the  occasion  of  the  dedication  of  the  In. 
stitution  bnilding. 

To  Messrs.  J.  R.  & A.  Murdoch,  for  a large  variety  of  plants  furnished 
free,  for  the  decoration  of  the  building  on  the  occasion  of  the  dedication. 

To  Mr.  William  Rebok,  for  a donation  of  $25.00  in  cash. 

To.  Mr.  B.  F.  Jacobs,  for  a contribution  of  $10.00  in  cash. 

To  Mr.  Mark  Gusky,  for  a contribution  of  $10.00  in  cash. 

To  Mrs  William  Holmes,  for  a handsome  bed-room  set  of  walnut  furni- 
ture, worth  over  $100.00. 

To  Mr.  James  W.  Houston,  for  a large  portable  swing  for  the  use  of  the 
pupils. 
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To  Maj.  W.  F.  Aull,  for  a handsome  flag,  25x13  feet. 

To  Mrs.  George  W.  Dilworth,  for  a Marshall  & Mendell  upright  piano, 
and  a child’s  walnut  bedstead. 

To  Mrs.  George  A.  Berry,  for  an  elegant  walnut  book-case  for  the  li- 
brary. 

To  Mr.  Benjamin  Thaw,  for  season  tickets  to  the  course  of  lectures  on 
Nineteenth  Century  History,  given  by  Miss  Kate  A.  Everest,  Ph.  D.,  for  the 
benefit  of  Kingsley  House,  which  our  pupils  enjoyed  ; also,  for  numerous 
tokens  of  good  will  given  the  management. 

To  Mrs.  M.  Thompson,  of  Sewickley,  for  a contribution  of  $20.00  in  cash. 

To  Mr.  H.  K.  Porter,  for  his  renewed  remembrance  of  the  school  on  last 
Christmas,  and,  also,  for  his  donation  of  cash  to  aid  in  purchasing  musical 
instruments. 

And  the  friend,  who  sent  the  “Valentine,”  which  gladdened  the  hearts 
“of  the  whole  school.” 

To  Mr.  William  H.  Stevenson,  for  tickets  to  admit  pupils  to  “Ye  Old 
Foltes  Concerte,”  given  in  the  Bellefield  Presbyterian  Church,  on  Washing- 
ton’s Birthday. 

To  Mrs.  W.  H.  R.  Hilliard,  for  a donation  of  $15.00  in  cash,  as,  so  well 
expressed  in  her  own  language,  “ A thank  offering  for  the  perfect  sight  my 
children  are  blessed  with.” 

To  Mr.  Samuel  Hamilton,  for  a liberal  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  Es- 
tey  organ,  purchased  from  him,  §10.00  of  which  was  to  be  considered  as  a 
donation  to  the  Institution. 

To  the  several  daily  newspapers  of  the  city,  for  the  readiness  in  which 
they  have  published  notices  of  concerts  and  other  entertainments,  at  the  In- 
stitution, free  of  charge  and  for  the  numerous  articles  which  have  appeared 
in  their  columns  relative  to  our  work,  whereby  the  people  of  Western 
Pennsylvania  have  been  enabled  to  gather  much  information  regarding  the 
character  and  purposes  of  the  school. 

To  the  editors  and  publishers  of  the  following  periodicals  and  daily 
papers,  which  have  been  gratuitously  sent  to  the  Institution,  and  from  which 
extracts  have  been  selected  daily  and  read  to  the  pupils  : 

The  Pittsburgh  Dispatch , The  Pittsburgh  Leader , The  Presbyterian 
Banner , The  Index  and  Peview , Kalamazoo,  Michigan;  The  Tablet , Rom- 
ney, West  Virginia;  The  United  Presbyterian , Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
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(Seiteval  Information. 


The  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind  is  a 
school  of  learning,  established,  as  its  title  indicates,  for  the 
especial  benefit  of  the  blind  youth  in  the  western  part  of  the 
State.  It  is  not,  as  many  suppose,  a home  or  an  asylum  for 
aged  blind  people,  nor  a hospital  for  the  treatment  of  diseases 
of  the  eye;  but  it  is  strictly  educational  in  all  its  interests. 
It  is  the  aim  and  purpose  of  this  Institution  to  give  the  blind 
voutli  of  this  section  of  the  State  a sound  English  education, 
and,  in  addition,  give  them  such  training  in  the  art  of  music 
and  instruction  in  industrial  pursuits,  as  will  aid  them  to  be- 
come independent  and  useful  members  of  society. 

The  Institution  is  now  permanently  located  in  one  of  the 
most  desirable  parts  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh.  Indeed,  it 
would  have  been  difficult  to  have  selected,  in  or  about  this 
city,  a more  beautiful,  healthful  or  convenient  site  for  this 
school  than  the  grounds  on  which  it  is  situated.  This  tract  of 
land,  comprising  an  area  of  a little  more  than  five  acres,  is 
the  gift  of  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Schenley.  Upon  it,  and  nearly  in 
the  center  of  it,  the  managers  have  erected,  with  funds  do- 
nated by  the  benevolent  people  of  Pittsburgh,  one  of  the 
most  substantial  and  best  arranged  buildings  for  an  institu- 
tion of  this  kind  to  be  found  any  where  in  this  country.  It  is 
light,  airy,  commodious  and  cheerful,  and  supplied  through- 
out with  modern  conveniences.  It  overlooks  the  noted 
Schenley  Park,  and  is  only  a few  squares  distant  from  the 
great  Carnegie  Library  building,  now  approaching  comple- 
tion. The  location  of  the  Institution  affords  the  inmates  the 
advantages  and  privileges  of  a city  life,  with  the  quiet  of  a 
country  home. 


The  Institution  fronts  on  Bayard  street,  while  Bellefield 
avenue  extends  the  full  length  of  the  grounds  on  the  east.  It 
is  accessible  by  both  cable  and  electric  cars.  Persons  in  the 
business  part  of  the  city,  wishing  to  visit  the  school,  should 
take  either  a Fifth  avenue  cable  car  going  east,  or  a Du- 
quesne  electric  car  going  in  the  same  direction,  and,  by  leav- 
ing the  former  at  Bellefield  avenue,  or  the  latter  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Fifth  avenue  and  Craig  street,  will  be  in  full  sight  of 
the  building;  and  visitors  from  East  Liberty  and  vicinity 
should  take  either  one  of  the  same  lines  of  cars  going  west, 
and  alight  at  one  of  the  points  mentioned. 

The  Institution  is  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the 
State,  and  pupils  who  are  unable  to  pay  for  their  tuition  or 
contribute  anything  toward  their  support,  are  given  the  full 
benefit  and  privileges  of  the  school  free  of  charge.  All  are 
accorded  the  same  advantages  and  opportunities. 

Pupils  are  admitted  at  any  time  during  the  term,  and 
placed  in  the  classes  and  at  the  work  best  suited  to  their  con- 
dition and  degree  of  mental  development,  and  in  which  they 
can  make  the  most  rapid  progress. 

Parents  and  guardians  are  required  to  supply  their  chil- 
dren with  good,  comfortable  clothing  of  sufficient  quantity  to 
admit  of  the  necessary  changes  for  washing  and  mending, 
and  to  defray  their  traveling  and  other  incidental  expenses. 

Letters  are  written  once  a month,  or  oftener,  if  necessary, 
for  those  who  cannot  write  for  themselves;  and  in  case  of  se- 
rious sickness  of  a pupil,  the  parents  or  guardian  will  be  in- 
formed of  the  fact  immediately,  by  letter  or  telegram.  It  is 
the  desire  of  the  management  that  the  parents  and  friends  of 
the  pupils  shall  be  kept  well  informed  as  to  their  condition 
and  progress. 

Letters  and  packages  for  the  pupils  should  have  written 
on  them,  besides  the  name  of  the  pupil  addressed,  the  words 
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Institution  for  the  Blind,  Bellelield  avenue,  Pittsburgh,  Pa., 
to  insure  prompt  delivery  . 

The  use  of  tobacco  in  any  form  is  strictly  forbidden,  and 
no  one  using  it,  and  no  one  of  confirmed  immoral  habits,  will 
be  knowingly  received  into  the  Institution. 

A parent  or  guardian,  who  is  contemplating  the  placing 
of  a blind  child  in  this  Institution,  should  at  once  open  com- 
munication relative  thereto  with  the  Superintendent,  or  with 
Mr.  Percy  F.  Smith,  Secretary  of  the  Board,  No.  204  Wood 
street,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Blank  forms  of  application  for  admission  will  be  fur- 
nished at  any  time  by  the  Superintendent,  and  no  pupil  will 
be  admitted  to  the  school  until  such  application  has  been  re- 
turned with  the  questions  which  it  contains  satisfactorily  an- 
swered, and  it  has  been  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Information  concerning  the  character  and  purposes  of 
the  Institution,  and  the  value  of  the  work  being  done,  will 
be  cheerfully  given  ; and  all  inquiries  about  the  steps  to  be 
taken  to  procure  the  admission  of  pupils,  or  the  management 
of  the  school,  will  be  promptly  answered  by  addressing  the 
Superintendent. 


Catalogue  of  pupils 

IN'  ATTENDANCE  THIS  TEAK. 


BOYS. 


No. 

Name.  TV 

hen  Admitted. 

Residence  . 

1. 

William  H.  Long, 

Oct.  15,  1890, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

2. 

Thomas  J.  H.  Little, 

Oct.  16,  1890, 

Uniontown,  Pa. 

3. 

Frank  C.  Gaston, 

Oct.  16,  1890, 

New  CasGe,  Pa. 

4. 

Samuel  W.  Anderson, 

Jan.  19, 1891. 

Braddock,  Pa. 

5. 

Joseph  C.  Fretton, 

April  28,  1891, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

6. 

William  Shield, 

Sept.  3,  1891, 

Greensburg,  Pa. 

7 

John  W.  Taylor, 

Sept.  14,  1891, 

Creek  P.  O.,  Pa. 

8. 

Clare  M.  Bell, 

Sept.  22.  1891, 

Avalon,  Pa. 

<>. 

Joseph  Ostander, 

Oct.  6,  1891, 

Woodville,  Pa. 

10 

Walter  Ryan  Taylor, 

Nov.  27,  1891, 

Clearmont,  Pa. 

11. 

Robert  A.  Clark, 

Feb’y  2,  1892, 

Bristol,  Pa. 

12. 

John  Schall, 

April  26,  1892, 

Leechburg,  Pa. 

13. 

George  Heck, 

Sept.  15,  1892, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

14. 

George  E.  Trapp, 

Oct.  3,  1892, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

15. 

George  Smith  Colvin, 

Jan.  3,  1893, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

16. 

Anthony  Davis, 

April  4,  1893, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

17. 

Edward  Valentine  Minch, Oct.  24,  1893, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

18. 

Albert  Standley  Miller, 

Oct.  26,  1893, 

Glade,  Pa. 

19. 

Timothy  McCue, 

Dec.  14,  1893, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

20. 

Charles  0.  McLaughlin, 

April  30,  1894, 

Unity,  Pa. 

21. 

William  McNally, 

May  1,  1894, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

22. 

Thomas  R.  Drenning, 

June  2,  1894, 

Latrobe,  Pa. 

23. 

Joseph  W.  Shew, 

Sept.  5,  1894, 

Seward,  Pa. 

24. 

Joseph  Palmer, 

Sept.  5,  1894, 

Manito  P.  O.,  Pa. 

25. 

Joseph  McCaully, 

Sept.  5,  1894, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

26. 

Charles  Alters, 

Sept.  6,  1894, 

Wilmerding,  Pa. 

27. 

Marcus  Mahler, 

Sept.  12,  1894, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

28. 

John  H Dolan, 

Sept.  27,  1894, 

Sheffield,  Pa. 

29. 

Orlando  Young, 

Feb’y  1,  1895, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

30. 

Samuel  Earl  Kephart, 

March  4,  1895, 

Connellsville,  Pa. 
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GIRLS. 


No. 

Name. 

When  Admitted. 

1. 

Maud  S.  Hays, 

Oct.  15,  1890, 

2. 

Grace  E.  Marker, 

Oct.  15,  1890, 

3. 

Theresa  Kelly, 

Oct.  16,  1890, 

4. 

Emma  Cravan, 

Oct.  16,  1890, 

5. 

Amanda  B.  D.  Bey, 

Nov.  11,  1890, 

6. 

Jean  Cowan, 

Dec.  4,  1890, 

7. 

Margaret  Stivason, 

April  1,  1891, 

8. 

Mary  A.  Nichols, 

April  30,  1891, 

9. 

Kate  Holland, 

Sept.  2,  1891, 

10. 

Ethel  E.  Crooks, 

April  28,  1892, 

11. 

Eliza  Johnson, 

Feb’y  27,  1893, 

12. 

Mary  Etta  Rebok, 

April  25,  1893, 

13. 

Sada  Bell  Risinger, 

Sept.  6,  1893, 

14. 

Olive  Gibson, 

Oct.  20,  1893, 

15. 

Agnes  Gilner, 

Oct.  20,  1893, 

16. 

Bertha  May  Johnson, 

Oct.  23,  1893, 

17. 

Katie  Burke, 

Dec.  7,  1893, 

18. 

Nettie  E.  Barnes, 

April  30,  1894, 

19. 

Eliza  Black, 

June  4,  1894, 

20. 

Jane  Anna  Ferry, 

Sept.  5,  1894, 

21. 

Jennie  S.  Snyder, 

Sept.  5,  1894, 

22. 

Dessie  Markland, 

Sept.  5,  1894. 

23. 

Lulu  Florence  Trainer 

, Oct.  18,  1894, 

24. 

Margaret  Grace, 

Nov.  13,  1894, 

25. 

Katie  Kearns, 

Dec.  3,  1894, 

26. 

Lizzie  Husted, 

Jan.  14,  1895, 

Residence. 

Allegheny,  Pa. 
Allegheny,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Duff’s  P.  0.,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Delaney,  Pa. 
Kittanning,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Kendall  Creek,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Newburg,  Pa. 
Sharpsbuig.  Pa. 
Ilarrisville,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Jeannette,  Pa 
Altoona,  Pa. 
Primrose,  Pa. 
Sharpsburg,  Pa. 
Larimer  Station, Pa 
Apollo,  Pa. 
Allegheny,  Pa. 
Piolett,  Pa. 

Erie,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


35\>=lla\vs 

JFcr 

Gbe  Mestern  Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  tbe  ©linb. 


Made  and  adopted  by  the  members  of  the  Corporation, 
at  a general  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  and  held  March 
17th,  1887,  with  such  amendments  as  have  been  made  at 
various  meetings  of  the  Corporation,  including  the  annual 
meeting  held  May  1 1th,  1888,  and  at  the  Directors’  meet- 
ings. 

BUSINESS. 

1.  The  business  of  this  Corporation  shall  be  managed 
and  conducted  by  a President,  two  A^ice- Presidents,  a Board 
of  Directors,  a Clerk  or  Secretary,  a Treasurer,  and  such 
other  Officers,  Agents  and  Committees  as  may  be  appointed 
front  time  to  time  by  the  Directors. 

DIRECTORS. 

2.  The  Directors  shall  be  chosen  annually  by  the 
members  of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  hold  their  offices  until 
others  are  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead. 

The  Directors  shall  be  divided  into  three  classes,  ami 
three  of  them  shall  be  elected  for  a term  of  one  year,  three 
for  a term  of  two  years,  and  three  for  a term  of  three  years, 
respectively,  and  at  all  ensuing  elections  of  said  Corporation, 
the  Corporators  shall  only  elect  the  number  of  Directors 
necessary  to  take  the  place  of  those  whose  term  of  office 
shall  then  expire,  and  such  Directors  shall  then  all  be  chosen 
for  a term  of  three  years. 
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ANNUAL  MEETING. 

3.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  for  the 
election  of  Directors  and  the  transaction  of  other  business, 
shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  in  each  year  suc- 
ceeding the  present,  at  the  City  of  Pittsburgh.  General 
meetings  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation  may  be  called 
by  the  Directors  when  necessary.  ISTotice  of  all  annual 
meetings  shall  be  published  in  one  newspaper,  at  the  City  of 
Pittsburgh,  at  least  five  days  prior  to  any  such  meeting. 

SECRETARY-. 

4.  The  Clerk  or  Secretary  shall  record  all  the  votes  of 
the  Corporation,  and  the  minutes  of  its  transactions,  in  a 
book  kept  for  that  purpose. 

TREASURER. 

5.  The  Treasurer  shall  give  bond  in  the  sum  of  $5,000, 
with  such  securities  as  the  Directors  may  require  for  the 
faithful  discharge  of  his  duties ; and  he  shall  keep  the 
moneys  of  the  Corporation  in  a separate  account,  and  shall 
report  to  the  Directors  whenever  required,  and  pay  all  war- 
rants drawn  by  the  Executive  Committee. 

PRESIDENT. 

6.  The  President,  or  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  shall 
preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Directors,  and  at  meetings  of 
the  members  of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  have  and  exercise 
all  the  powers  which  ordinarily  belong  to  the  presiding  officer 
of  representative  bodies. 

QUORUM. 

7.  A majority  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation  who 
are  present  at  any  regularly  called  meeting  shall  be  compe- 
tent to  transact  business.  Members  may  attend  in  person  or 
by  proxy. 
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POWER  OF  DIRECTORS. 

8.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  till  all  vacancies 
which  may  happen  by  death,  resignation  or  otherwise. 

9.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  make  and  en- 
force all  such  rules  and  orders  as  they  may  deem  reasonable 
or  necessary  for  the  management  of  the  affairs  and  business 
of  the  Corporation,  and  for  the  government  of  its  agents  and 
employes. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

10.  In  addition  to  the  Corporators  named  in  the  Char- 

ter, members  may  be  admitted  by  the  Corporators  upon  the 
following  terms:  Contributors  of  sums  of  money  or  other 

property  to  the  value  of  $500,  may  be  elected  to  life  mem- 
bership ; and  annual  contributors  of  not  less  than  $50  may 
be  elected  to  membership,  but  in  the  latter  case  such  mem- 
bership shall  determine  upon  default  of  such  annual  contribu- 
tion. Adi  members  of  the  Corporation  shall,  during  the 
period  of  their  membership,  be  entitled  to  vote  at  all  general 
meetings  of  the  Corporation. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

11.  The  President  shall,  at  the  organization  of  the 
Board  each  year,  appoint  an  Executive  Committee  consisting 
of  three  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  who  shall  exam- 
ine and  approve  all  bills,  and  when  found  in  order,  issue  war- 
rants for  the  payment  of  the  same  by  the  Treasurer.  All 
bills  must  be  approved  by  the  Executive  Committee,  and 
every  warrant  shall  be  drawn  by  the  Treasurer,  and  counter- 
signed by  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

12.  The  President  shall  appoint  an  Auditing  Committee 
of  three  members,  who  shall  annually  audit  the  accounts  of 
the  Secretary,  Treasurer,  or  other  officers,  and  make  report 
thereof  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  also  the  Corporators. 


AMENDMENTS. 


13.  These  By-La ws  may  be  altered  or  amended  by  a 
two-thirds  vote  at  any  regular  meeting  of  the  Directors,  pro- 
vided due  notice  has  been  given  at  a previous  meeting,  and 
not  otherwise. 
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Ninth  Annual  Report 


♦ of  ♦ 


The  Directors 

. of  the  . 

Western  Pennsylvania 

Institution  for  the  Blind, 

Presented  to  the  Corporators, 

. at  their  . 


Annual  Meeting,  May  4th,  1896, 


Pittsburgh,  Penn'a. 


PITTSBURGH,  PA. 

-Murdoch,  Kerr  & Co.,  Inc.,  Printers  and  Publishers,  53  and  55  Ninth  Street, 


1896. 


Board  of  Corporators. 

Charter  Members. 


A.  M.  Marshall, 

William  A.  Herron, 

H.  Iv.  Porter, 

John  A.  Wood, 

Henry  Holdship, 

Key.  E.  K.  Donehoo, 

B.  F.  Long, 

John  H.  Ricketson, 

J.  A.  Lippincott,  M.  D. , 
John  W.  Ciialfant, 

A.  M.  Brown, 

George  W.  Dilworth, 

*Joiin  R. 


Morris  H.  Danziger, 
"'William  Thaw, 

Oliver  P.  Scaife, 

Rev.  E.  P.  Cowan,  D.  D., 
IIon.  Thos.  Ewing, 

L.  H.  Harris,  M.  D., 

Rev.  J.  T.  McCrory,  D.  D., 
Charles  J.  Clarke, 

Rev.  John  G.  Brown,  D.  D. 
W.  H.  Winslow,  M.  D., 
Samuel  S.  Brown, 

C.  F.  Dean, 

McCune. 


Members  by  Subscription  of  $500.00. 


Charles  Lockhart, 

“A.  Garrison, 

J.  M.  Schoonmaker, 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  Sciienley, 
F.  R.  Brunot, 

Mrs.  D.  C.  Phillips, 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Bell, 

D.  H.  Hostetter, 

Mrs.  Wm.  Thaw, 

S.  S.  Marvin, 

Dr.  C.  G.  Hussey, 


Henry  Phipps,  Jr., 

-Jos.  Horne, 

"‘Mrs.  Mary  Irwin, 

Mrs.  Mary  Thaw  Thompson 
J.  P.  Hanna, 

B.  Thaw, 

Jno.  Walker, 

J.  J.  Vandergrift, 

W.  D.  Wood, 


John  B.  Jackson, 
*Miss  Jane  Holmes, 
R,  S.  Hays. 


* Deceased. 


Directors, 


A.  M.  Marshall, 

Wm.  A.  Herron, 
George  W.  Dilworth, 
H.  K.  Porter, 

J.  M 


Key.  John  G.  Brown, 
Dr.  J.  A.  Lippincott, 
W.  L.  Abbott, 

0.  M.  Edwards, 

ScHOONMAKER. 


1).  D.. 


Officers. 


A.  M.  Marshall,  - 
Wm.  A.  Herron,  - 
Rev.  John  G.  Brown,  D.  D. , 
0.  M.  Edwards, 

C.  F.  Dean, 


President. 

First  Vice-President. 
Second  Vice-President. 
Secretary. 

Treasurer. 


Executive  Committee. 

Wm.  A.  Herron, 
George  W.  Dilworth, 
H.  K.  Porter. 


Counsellor. 

A.  M.  Brown,  Esq.,  134  Fifth  Avenue. 


Officers  and  Teachers  of  the  Institution 


Superintendent. 

H.  B.  Jacobs. 


Teachers  in  the  Literary  Department. 

Miss  O.  H.  J.  Harris,  Miss  Hannah  I.  Houston, 

Miss  Miranda  E.  Benson,  H.  B.  Jacobs, 

Mrs.  M.  M.  Cray  an. 


Teachers  in  the  Musical  Department. 

Miss  Sarah  E.  Taylor,  Miss  Helene  C.  Livingstone 
W.  B.  McComsey,  Miss  Miranda  E.  Benson. 


Industrial  Department. 


Miss  Miranda  E.  Benson,  W.  B.  McComsey, 

Teacher  Piano  Tuning. 

J.  M.  Richard, 

Teacher  of  Broom-Making. 


Mrs.  M.  M.  Crayan, 

Instructors  in  Girls’  Work  Room. 


Household  Officers. 


Lawrence  Litchfield,  M.  D., 

Attending  Physician. 

Miss  A.  T.  Brownlee, 

Bookkeeper. 

Miss  Amy  J.  Loomis, 


J.  A.  Lippincott,  M.  D. 

Oculist  and  Special  Physician. 

Mrs.  T.  A.  Jacobs, 

Matron. 

Mrs.  M.  M.  Crayan, 

Boys’  Governess. 


Girls’  Governess. 
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^rDTBBritngs  rrf  the  hitorpo  raters 

AT  THEIR 

^mtual  TOTeting,  TOag  4th,  1S96. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Incorporators  and  Life  Mem- 
bers of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
duly  summoned  in  accordance  with  the  By-Laws,  Avas  held  this 
afternoon,  May  A,  1896,  at  2 o’clock,  at  the  Institution  Build- 
ing, Bellefield  Avenue,  Pittsburgh. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  A.  M.  Marshall, 
President  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  who  called  on  Rev.  J.  T. 
McCrorv  to  open  the  proceedings  with  prayer. 

There  wTere  present  Messrs.  A.  M.  Marshall,  George  W. 
Dilworth,  Chas.  F.  Dean,  O.  M.  Edwards,  Rev.  J.  T. 
McCrory,  D.  D.  and  Dr.  J.  G.  Brown,  also  the  Superinten- 
dent, H.  B.  Jacobs. 

On  motion  Dr.  McCrory  was  elected  Chairman  and  O.  M. 
Edwards  Secretary  of  the  meeting. 

The  proceedings  of  the  last  annual  meeting,  held  May  6th, 
1895,  were  read  by  the  Secretary  and  approved. 

The  Secretary  stated  that,  in  compliance  with  the  By- 
Laws,  notice  of  the  meeting  had  been  published  in  the  daily 
Pittsburgh  Dispatch , on  April  28th  and  29th  and  May  2nd,  and 
that  a circular  notice  of  the  same  had  also  been  mailed  to  all 
the  Incorporators  and  Life  Members. 

The  annual  report  of  the  President  was  then  read,  accept- 
ed and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Treasurer,  Mr.  Chas.  E.  Dean,  read  his  report,  which 
had  previously  been  audited  by  Messrs.  Geo.  W.  Dilworth  and 
O.  M.  Edwards,  who  had  heen  appointed  a special  committee 
for  that  purpose.  It  was  approved  and  ordered  printed. 
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Owing  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  P.  F.  Smith,  the  former  Secre- 
tary of  the  Board  of  Directors,  resigned  late  last  fall,  the 
present  Secretary  asked  the  indulgence  of  the  meeting  for  not 
having  a report  ready  for  this  occasion.  By  unanimous  con- 
sent, he  was  given  the  privilege  to  compile  one  later  for  publi- 
cation with  those  just  read. 

The  Superintendent  then  read  his  report  of  the  operations 
and  progress  of  the  Institution  during  the  past  year,  which 
was  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  usual  accom- 
panying documents. 

The  Secretary  announced  that  the  terms  of  Messrs.  H.  K. 
Porter,  George  W.  Dilworth  and  Col.  J.  M.  Schoonmaker  as 
Directors,  expired  with  this  meeting. 

On  motion  it  was  agreed  that  the  Incorporators  proceed 
to  the  election  of  three  Directors  to  serve  during  the  ensuing 
three  years. 

Nominations  being  called  for,  Mr.  Edwards  arose  and 
placed  in  nomination  Messrs.  H.  Iv.  Porter,  George  W.  Dil- 
worth and  J.  M.  Schoonmaker  as  Directors  to  succeed  them- 
selves. 

There  being  no  other  names  presented,  on  motion  of  Dr. 
J.  G.  Brown,  the  nominations  were  closed,  and  the  Secretary 
was  directed  to  cast  the  ballot  for  the  gentlemen  named.  In 
doing  so,  he  submitted  the  proxies  of  Mrs.  Emma  M.  Bell,  S. 
S.  Marvin,  Jas.  P.  Hanna,  S.  S.  Brown,  Maj.  A.  M.  Brown, 
Wm.  L.  Abbott,  J.  J.  Vandergrift,  Col.  J.  M.  Schoonmaker 
and  F.  R.  Brunot. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Dean,  the  teller,  reported  that  Messrs.  Porter, 
Dilworth  and  Schoonmaker  had  received  the  unanimous  vote 
of  the  Incorporators  present  and  the  proxies  submitted,  and  the 
Chairman  declared  them  duly  elected  Directors  of  the  Institu- 
tion for  three  years  from  this  date. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dean,  the  Superintendent  was  instruct- 
ed to  compile  and  have  printed,  in  pamphlet  form,  1,000 
copies  of  the  Annual  Report. 
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The  Superintendent  was  also  instructed  to  solicit  bids  from 
a number  of  the  leading  printing  and  binding  establishments 
in  the  city,  for  the  printing  and  binding  of  the  report. 

President  Marshall  gave  notice  that  the  Board  would  meet 
for  reorganization,  at  the  Institution  on  Thursday  afternoon, 
May  14th  instant,  at  4 o’clock. 

There  being  no  further  business  before  the  Incorporators, 
on  motion  the  meeting  adjourned. 

O.  M.  Edwards, 

Secretary. 
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llqiort  of  the  President, 

To  the  Inct  rrporators  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  the  Blind: 

Gentlemen — In  the  preparation  of  this,  my  ninth  An- 
nual Report,  as  President  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Insti- 
tution for  the  Blind,  I have  been  moved  with  feelings  of  joy, 
but  not  unmingled  with  some  alloy  of  sorrow. 

This  is  the  season  of  the  year  when  all  nature  is  awaken 
ing,  arraying  herself  in  the  beautiful  garb  of  the  spring  time,, 
and  gaining  strength,  with  each  successive  day,  for  the  heat  and 
burden  of  the  summer-fruitage  time.  So  may  it  be  with  us. 
We  meet  in  the  spring,  and  may  our  meeting  be  one  in  which 
the  words  of  mutual  encouragement  and  the  gathering  up  of 
the  results  of  the  year  just  gone,  shall  inspire  us  to  nobler  and 
better  efforts. 

I am  rejoicing,  I say,  in  the  awakening  of  spring  time, 
with  its  budding  flowers,  its  nodding  plumes,  its  verdant  fields 
and  sunshine;  yet,  in  my  pleasure,  I have  found  cause  for  sad- 
ness, for  it  has  brought  nearer  to  me  the  children  in  our  care, 
and  has  made  me  feel  more  keenly  the  discord  of  their  lives 
made  by  our  Loving  Father,  to  be  in  harmony  with  the 
beauties  of  his  world,  yet,  by  a cruel  fate,  shut  out  from  their 
portion. 

The  never  failing  springs  of  joy  in  this  world,  after  all, 
are  found  in  unselfish  human  service  and  sacrifice,  and, 
though  I have  been  identified  with  this  institution  ever  since 
its  birth,  I have  never  so  fully  realized  the  wonderful  oppor- 
tunities of  this  work  as  1 do  now,  nor  how  the  work  grows  in 
us,  and  we  into  the  work,  until  we  seem  almost  inseparable. 

Gentlemen,  the  mantle  of  compassion  has  been  placed  up- 
on our  shoulders,  and  we  ought  to  consider  how  greatly  we 
have  been  favored  by  the  God  of  Love,  who  has  placed  us  in 


9 


the  midst  of  a work  which  expands  and  ennobles  the  worker 
at  the  same  time  he  is  lending  an  assisting  hand  to  his  unfor- 
tunate fellows,  and,  we  should  esteem  it  a great  privilege  to 
be  thus  engaged. 

A review  of  the  past  year’s  work,  as  it  will  be  given  you 
in  detail  by  the  reports  which  will  be  submitted  to-day,  will 
indeed  be  encouraging.  We  may  well  be  proud  of  the  growth 
and  progress  of  our  school.  The  achievements  of  the  year 
have  been  marked,  and  are  such  as  to  encourage  all  who  have 
so  generously  given  of  their  means  toward  the  support  of  this 
enterprise. 

Year  after  year  the  held  of  usefulness  of  our  institution 
widens,  and  the  necessity  for  an  establishment  of  this  kind,  in 
this  part  of  the  State,  becomes  more  and  more  apparent.  It 
has  ceased  to  be  an  experiment,  and  the  results  achieved  up  to 
this  time  but  partially  indicate  what  we  hope  to  accomplish  in 
the  future. 

In  my  report  of  last  year,  I ventured  to  offer  the  sugges- 
tion that  it  would  be  well  for  the  Managers  of  the  Institution 
to  make  an  effort  to  accumulate  an  Endowment  Fund.  I now 
wish  to  emphasize  that  suggestion,  and  I hope  we  shall  keep 
this  end  in  view,  and  improve  every  opportunity  that  may  of- 
fer in  that  direction.  I know  it  is  a laborious  effort  to  get  the 
nucleus  for  such  a fund,  but  once  started,  I have  no  doubt 
that,  with  proper  care  and  attention,  it  would  grow  with  each 
succeeding  year.  It  is  manifestly  necessary  that  something  of 
this  kind  should  be  done  to  insure  us  sufficient  means  to  meet 
our  obligations.  We  cannot  stop  the  work  now,  even  though 
we  should  fail  occasionally  to  meet  promptly  all  our  expenses. 
Forward  ! should  be  our  motto,  and  hence,  it  is  our  present 
duty  to  devise  ways  and  means  to  insure  the  steady  steps  of 
progress  we  ought  and  desire  to  make.  AVe  have  done  well, 
it  is  true,  under  the  old  voluntary  contribution  method,  but 
experience  leads  us  to  know  that  it  is  not  wise  to  depend  upon 
it  too  far  in  times  of  emergency.  Voluntary  contributions  at 
the  best  are  uncertain  and  unreliable,  and  just  when  our  institu- 
tion may  be  in  most  pressing  need,  is  the  time  when  those  who 
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have  assisted  us,  and  would  gladly  do  so  again,  if  they  could, 
find  themselves  unable:  to  come  to  our  aid.  The  very  nature  of 
our  institution  makes  it  imperative  that  our  finances  should  be 
given  the  strictest  attention.  The  sightless  condition  of  our 
pupils  unfits  them  for  any  active  household  service,  and  this 
condition  necessitates  expenses  which  otherwise  would  largely 
be  avoided.  It  is,  therefore,  only  by  the  strictest  economy 
that  we  can  hope  to  meet  our  expenses  under  present  condi- 
tions. It  affords  me  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say  that  I do  not 
believe  there  is  any  institution  so  carefully  and  economically 
administered  as  is  ours,  under  its  present  management.  But, 
at  the  same  time.  I feel  free  to  suggest  that  it  is  possible  for 
us  to  be  forced  to  carry  our  economy  to  a degree  that  may 
prove  as  harmful  as  extravagance.  We  cannot  afford  to 
slacken  our  efforts,  or  retard  our  work,  on  account  of  lack  of 
funds.  We  must  expand  and  increase  our  facilities  as  circum- 
stances demand.  Therefore,  I am  again  prompted  to  repeat 
my  suggestion  of  last  year,  in  regard  to  the  establishment  of 
an  Endowment  Fund,  the  income  of  which,  will  help  us  when 
we  most  need  help,  and,  at  other  times,  give  us  the  means  by 
which  to  improve  our  methods  and  add  to  our  equipment. 

I regret  to  be  compelled  to  call  your  attention  to  the  in- 
complete condition  of  the  third  story  of  our  building.  The 
progress  made  by  some  of  our  pupils  in  their  school  work,  and 
the  need  of  greater  opportunities  and  facilities,  so  that  they  may 
advance  still  further  in  their  training,  make  it  necessary  that 
the  third  story  of  our  building,  which  was  left  at  the  begin- 
ning incomplete,  for  want  of  funds,  should  be  completed  dur- 
ing the  coming  year.  The  crowded  condition  of  the  school 
renders  it  imperative  that  these  dormitories  should  be  fitted  up  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment.  To  finish  the  building  would  in- 
volve an  expenditure  of  probably  $12,000.  This  seems  a large 
sum  to  be  raised  under  present  conditions.  But,  I firmly  be- 
lieve that,  if  we  make  up  our  minds  to  do  the  work,  the  neces- 
sary funds  can  be  secured.  For,  I am  confident  that  we  have 
in  our  midst  many  benevolent  friends,  who  have  not  as  yet 
shown  much  interest  in  the  Institution,  but  who,  now  seeing  the 


work  that  has  already  been  done,  and  being  led  to  feel  that  the 
undertaking  is  not  an  experiment  but  a necessity,  would,  if 
appealed  to,  take  an  interest  in  it,  and  gladly  give  us  substan- 
tial aid. 

And,  in  this  connection,  permit  me  to  suggest  that  we  make 
an  effort  to  induce  our  friends  to  visit  the  Institution,  and  be- 
come acquainted  with  its  work.  There  are  many  features 
connected  with  it,  that  would  be  very  interesting  to  them. 
As  a rule,  people  who  are  not  directly  engaged  in  work  of 
this  kind,  know  compartively  little  of  the  aims  and  purposes  of 
the  Institution,  or  the  capabilities  of  blind  children.  They 
think  of  it  as  a home  or  an  asylum  for  all  classes  of  blind 
people,  when  its  sole  purpose  is  to  develop  and  educate 
blind  children.  Hence,  a visit  to  the  school  is  frequently  a 
revelation  to  them.  Even  those  who  come  through  mere  curi- 
osity, soon  become  deeply  interested,  and  go  away  with  a feel- 
ing of  responsibility  and  a sense  of  duty  towards  the  unfortu- 
nate. Such  impressions  cannot  be  other  than  productive  of 
good  results.  Let  us,  then,  strive  to  induce  our  friends  to  visit 
the  Institution,  and  become  accquainted  with  its  work  and 
possibilities. 

During  the  past  year  we  admitted  to  our  school  one  who 
is  not  only  blind,  but  also  deaf  and  dumb.  This  is,  indeed,  a 
sad  affliction,  and  the  inexperienced  and  casual  observer  will 
say,  no  doubt,  “What  can  be  done  for  such  a child  ?”  Asa 
answer  to  this,  and  as  evidence  that  the  case  is  not  a hopeless 
one,  we  have  only  to  point  to  the  wonderful  results  accom- 
plished in  the  case  of  Hellen  Kellar  and  others  similarly  afflict- 
ed. Delicate  and  sad  as  the  care  and  training  of  this  child  may 
be,  we  have  taken  up  the  labor  cheerfully,  in  the  name  of  suffer- 
ing humanity,  and  with  the  assistance  of  Him,  whose  chief  joy 
was  to  administer  to  the  helpless,  we  shall  strive  and  expect  to 
arouse  this  dormant  mind,  and  open  her  heart,  not  only  to  a 
broader  existence  in  this  life,  but,  also,  lead  it  up  to  that  Infinite 
life,  that  knows  no  limitations. 

But,  in  referring  to  this  case,  I am  reminded  of  another 
to  which  our  attention  was  called,  and  which  was  duly  con- 


sidered  by  us  some  years  ago.  It  was  that  of  Tommy  Stringer, 
who  has  been  mentioned  in  connection  with  other  matters 
relative  to  the  care  and  training  of  the  blind,  in  several  news- 
paper articles,  in  a manner  that  places  this  Institution  in  a 
wrong  light  before  the  public,  and  reflects  upon  the  action  of 
this  Board  in  regard  to  the  matter.  While  I do  not  think  this 
was  the  intention  of  the  authors  of  the  articles  referred  to,  and, 
probably,  it  has  not  been  observed  by  the  casual  reader,  still  I 
feel  called  upon  to  take  note  of  it  in  this  connection,  and  offer 
some  explanation  to  those  of  our  friends  whose  attention  may 
have  been  called  to  it. 

Nearly  six  years  ago,  and  before  our  Institution  had 
really  been  organized  for  practical  work,  and  when  it  was  hard 
for  us  to  care  properly  even  for  the  ordinary  cases  that  were 
brought  to  us,  the  attention  of  the  Board  was  called  by  one  of 
its  members,  Rev.  Dr.  Brown,  to  this  unfortunate,  deaf-mute 
and  blind  child,  who  was,  at  that  time,  confined  in  one  of  the 
hospitals  of  our  city.  He  was  between  four  and  five  years  of 
age,  untrained,  feeble,  helpless  and  inert — simply  a mass  of 
undeveloped  humanity.  Such  a child,  as  anyone  might  well 
know,  requires  special  attention  and  care,  and  hence,  because 
of  our  lack  of  facilities  and  means,  it  was  ab-oluteiy  impossible 
for  us  to  take  charge  of  him,  although,  under  more  favorable 
circumstances,  we  would  have  been  glad  to  do  so,  and  really 
expected  to  do  so,  when  the  Institution  was  fairly  established 
and  the  work  of  instruction  begun.  In  the  meantime,  however, 
application  was  made  for  his  admission  to  the  Kindergarten 
Department  conducted  in  connection  with  the  Perkins  Institute 
for  the  Blind,  in  Boston,  Mass.  He  was  received  there,  and, 
under  wise  and  systematic  instruction,  he  has  made  remarkable 
progress.  We  are  glad  to  feel  that  we  soon  shall  be  in  a 
position  to  care  for  all  such  utterly  helpless  children,  and  we 
sincerely  hope  that  what  has  been  done  for  Tommy  Stringer 
and  others  elsewhere,  we  shall  be  able  to  do  for  Maggie  Castor 
and  all  similarly  afflicted  children  who  may  be  placed  under 
our  care.  Let  it  be  understood  that  this  Board  had  full 
knowledge  of  the  condition  of  Tommy  Stringer,  and  deeply 


regretted  that,  because  of  a lack  of  facilities  to  properly  care 
for  him,  they  were  compelled  to  postpone  his  admission  to 
this  Institution.  AVe  were  not  indifferent  nor  negligent  with 
regal’d  to  this  most  urgent  local  application,  neither  had  we 
the  least  desire  to  impose  upon  others  a work  that  we  should 
do  ourselves. 

The  results  achieved  in  the  training  of  this  child  and  the 
attention  given  to  Kindergarten  training  by  leading  educators 
everywhere,  bring  forcibly  to  our  notice  the  necessity  for  such 
a Department  in  connection  with  our  own  school.  Experience 
has  taught  that  the  best  results  in  Institutions  for  the  Blind 
are  secured,  when  children  are  placed  under  proper  care  at  an 
early  age.  Especially  is  this  true  when  they  have  been  taken 
from  unhealthful  and  other  unfavorable  surroundings,  where, 
if  they  are  permitted  to  remain,  they  are  sure  to  grow  feeble 
in  mind  and  body,  and  acquire  habits  difficult  to  control  in 
after  life.  Of  course,  such  a Department  would  involve 
additional  expense,  but  its  necessity  is  so  apparent  that  I 
believe,  if  the  proper  steps  are  taken,  a way  will  be  found  for 
commencing  such  work.  Possibly,  the  noble  women  who  are 
interested  in  the  day  Kindergarten  movement  in  this  city,  could 
be  induced  to  broaden  their  work,  so  as  to  include  the  training 
of  young  blind  children ; or,  if  the  matter  was  properly 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  generous  women  who  are 
interested  in  our  general  work,  they  would  gladly  take  steps  to 
organize  and  equip  a Kindergarten  in  connection  with  our  own 
school. 

I sincerely  trust  that  before  our  next  Annual  meeting  a 
start,  at  least,  will  have  been  made  toward  the  accomplishment 
of  some  of  the  pressing  improvements  needed. 

I had  hoped  that  at  this  meeting  we  would  have  some  in- 
formation in  regard  to  the  portrait  of  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Schenley 
for  the  Institution.  But,  owing  to  the  absence  of  Col.  AVm.  A. 
Herron,  who  is  sojourning  in  California,  I am  unable  to  state 
what  progress  has  been  made  in  that  particular.  I sincerely 
trust,  however,  that  a portrait  of  Airs.  Schenley  will  soon  be 
hung  with  those  of  Air.  AVilliam  and  Miss  Jane  Holmes,  on  the 
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walls  of  our  parlors.  We  cannot  too  highly  value  the  memory 
of  the  women  who  have  made  our  Institution  possible,  and, 
while  for  those  of  us  who  have  been  identified  with  it  from  its 
beginning,  no  artist’s  brush  can  paint  as  beautiful  a picture  of 
them  as  that  which  is  engraven  on  our  hearts  of  gratitude,  by 
the  memory  of  their  generosity,  for  future  generations,  and 
for  those  who  shall  later  become  identified  with  the  work  in 
our  places,  we  want  these  portraits  to  adorn  our  walls,  that 
their  presence  may  stimulate  to  noble  effort  in  this  worthy 
cause. 

I thank  you,  one  and  all,  for  your  efforts  of  the  past  year 
in  behalf  of  our  Institution,  as  well  as  for  your  indulgence  and 
personal  kindness  to  me,  and  I trust  that,  if  God  in  His  Provi- 
dence shall  spare  me  for  the  Tenth  Annual  Meeting,  it  will  be 
one,  on  account  of  which,  we  shall  have  greater  rejoicing  and 
satisfaction  than  we  have  ever  experienced  before.  I am, 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

A.  M.  Marshall, 

P,  '•esiclent. 
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of  tht  Treasurer. 


Xinth  Annual  Report  of  C.  F.  Dean,  Treasurer  of  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
for  the  year  ending  April  30th,  1896. 

“Permanent  Fund.” 


Balance  on  hand,  May  1st,  1895 $1,231  61 

Subscriptions  paid  during  the  year $ 145  00 

Mortgage  paid 9,000  00 

Interest  received.  Mortgages 452  19 

Brooms  sold 9 25 

Received  from  State  Treas.  Maintenance 13,535  91 

“ “ “ Apparatus  and  Repairs 1,429  32 

“ “ “ Deficit  (Act.  May  27, ’93)..  603  15 

<<  “ <<  “ [Ant  T,n‘,r  Q lov  1 JM1  17 


$27,837  78 

DlSBURSEM  ENTS . 


Bills  Payable 812,500  00 

Amounts  advanced  from  “Permanent  Fund” 

Salaries $ 5,371  76 

Supplies 3,068  80 

Repairs 362  64 

Printing 121  25 

Insurance 35  00 

Furniture 869  07 

Machinery 78  28 

Interest  paid 1,017  79 

Sundry  expenses 2,925  12 

Light  and  Heat 1,265  89  15,115  60 

Balance  on  hand,  May  1st,  1896  222  IS 


827,837 


Union  National  Bank,  of  Pittsburg. 


May  1st,  1896. 

This  is  to  certify  that  the  sum  of  $222.18  stands  to  the  credit  of  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind  in  the  books  of  this  Bank 
at  this  date. 

R.  S.  Smith,  President  Union  National  Bank,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

The  undersigned  committee  appointed  to  audit  the  account  of  0.  F. 
Dean,  Treasurer,  hereby  certify  that  they  have  made  such  examination  and 
find  the  above  account  to  be  correct. 


Geo.  W.  Dilwortil,  ) 
O.  M.  Edwards.  ) 


Committee. 


. Pittsburg,  May  4,  1896. 


Subscriptions  '-Paid 

During  the  Year. 


John  McLaughlin  ....  $50 

Mrs.  W.  H.  R.  Hilliard  . . .15 

E.  H.  Myers  . . . . 25 

J.  W.  Crooks  . . . . h0 

Eobert  Coulter  ....  25 


00 

00 

00 

00 

00 
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llqiart  of  the  Secretaire. 


To  the  Members  of  the  Corporation  : 

Gentlemen  : — The  Secretary  begs  leave  to  submit  the 
following  brief  report: 

It  is  a pleasure  to  state  that  the  Institution  during  the 
past  year  has  exhibited  a marked  degree  of  development  and 
progress  in  all  its  branches.  The  health  of  the  inmates  has 
been  good  ; the  instructors  have  been  earnest  and  skillful,  and 
the  pupils,  in  the  main,  industrious  and  successful.  This  is 
encouraging  to  the  Incorporators  and  to  all  who  are  interested 
in  the  success  of  the  school. 

The  management  has  been  conducted  in  a prudent  and 
businessdike  manner.  The  finances  have  been  carefully  and 
judiciously  managed.  The  current  expenses  of  the  establish- 
ment have  been  kept  within  the  limits  of  the  amount  appro- 
priated by  the  Legislature  for  education  and  support,  and  the 
report  of  the  Treasurer,  just  submitted,  shows  a small  balance 
in  bank  to  our  credit. 

The  appropriation  of  $1,500.00  by  the  last  Legislature 
for  furniture,  school  apparatus  and  repairs  for  the  past  year, 
was  scarcely  sufficient  for  the  purposes  mentioned,  and  we  Avere 
compelled  to  exercise  the  strictest  economy  in  the  use  of  that 
money.  Some  needed  improvements  in  the  interior  of  the 
building  have  been  delayed.  Most  of  the  walls  remain  bare; 
nothing  has  been  done  to  them  thus  far,  except  the  washing 
down  of  the  soot  and  dust  that  had  accumulated. 

A good  sized  roof,  supported  by  brick  pillars,  all  in 
keeping  in  architectural  design  and  finish  with  the  roofs  and 
pillars  of  the  side  verandas  of  the  building,  has  been  erected 
over  the  kitchen  porch  and  the  steps  leading  up  to  the  ice  box. 
Underneath,  a good  cement  pavement  was  laid  this  spring. 
This  was  a much  needed  improvement.  The  hard  wood  doors 
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of  the  halls,  hospitals  and  bath  rooms  were  all  coated  with  two 
coats  of  elastic  floor  flnish,  and  the  floors  of  the  verandas  were 
painted  with  good  linseed  oil  and  lead  paint ; other  minor 
improvements  and  repairs  were  made. 

During  the  year  two  new  pianos  of  good  make,  one  for 
the  chapel  and  the  other  for  one  of  the  music  rooms,  were 
purchased.  A number  of  settees  and  a few  other  articles  of 
furniture  for  the  school  rooms,  were  also  purchased.  I take 
the  liberty,  in  this  connection,  to  repeat  what  has  been  stated 
a number  of  times  by  our  Superintendent,  namely,  that  we 
greatly  need  more  school  furniture  and  apparatus  to  enable 
the  teachers  to  properly  conduct  the  work  of  instruction. 

I call  your  attention,  with  much  satisfaction,  to  the 
advancement  made  during  the  year  in  the  industrial  department 
of  the  school,  both  in  the  boys’  and  girls’  branches  of  that 
work.  Besides  the  usual  fancy  work  taught  the  girls,  more 
attention  has  been  given  to  the  making  of  useful  articles  of 
wearing  apparel.  Last  fall  machinery  and  materials  were 
purchased  for  teaching  the  broom-making  trade.  The 
machinery  was  set  up  in  a vacant  room  connected  with  the 
boiler-house,  which  proved  to  be  a very  good  temporary  work- 
shop, and  instruction  in  that  industry  was  begun.  Some  of 
the  older  boys  have  made  good  progress  in  the  trade,  as  is 
shown  by  the  samples  of  their  product,  presented  for  your 
inspection.  A fuller  account  of  this  work  will  be  found  in  the 
Superintendent’s  report. 

The  oil  paintings  of  Mr.  William  and  Miss  Jane  Holmes, 
contracted  for  by  the  Committee  on  Portraits,  consisting  of 
Dr.  J.  Of.  Brown,  Col.  J.  M.  Schoonmaker  and  Mr.  Percy  F. 
Smith,  have  been  completed  and  delivered  to  the  Institution, 
and  are  now  subject  to  your  inspection.  As  soon  as  some 
contemplated  improvements  can  be  made  to  the  walls  of  the 
parlors,  these  paintings  will  be  placed  in  proper  positions. 

Steps  have  been  taken  to  procure  a portrait  of  Mrs. 
Schenley,  and  it  is  sincerely  hoped  that  ere  long  a painting  of 
that  lady  will  be  placed  by  the  side  of  those  mentioned. 
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On  the  14th  day  of  November  last,  Mr.  Percy  F.  Smith, 
who  had  performed  the  duties  of  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  since  May,  1890,  tendered  his  resignation,  both  as 
a Director  and  as  Secretary  of  the  Board,  and  asked  that  the 
same  be  accepted. 

Action  on  Mr.  Smith's  resignation  was  deferred  until 
the  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Board,  when,  on  December 
12th,  it  was  accepted,  and  the  undersigned  was  duly  elected  to 
fill  the  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Secretary. 

By  unanimous  vote,  on  a motion  offered  by  Mr.  Edwards, 
Dr.  Brown  was  requested  to  prepare  a minute  expressive-  of 
the  feeling  of  the  Board  upon  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Smith  as 
a member,  and  its  appreciation  of  the  valuable  services  he 
rendered  as  its  Secretary. 

In  compliance  with  this  motion,  in  due  time,  Dr.  Brown 
submitted  the  following  minute: 

‘ • Having  accepted  with  great  reluctance  the  resignation 
of  Mr.  Percy  F.  Smith  as  a member  of  our  Board,  we  desire 
to  place  on  record  our  high  appreciation  of  his  fidelity  and 
efficiency  as  our  Secretary,  and  of  his  unselfish  and  untiring 
devotion  to  the  advancement  of  the  Institution  under  our  su- 
pervision. Identified  closely,  from  its  inception,  with  the  move- 
ment resulting  in  the  establishment  of  this  School  for  the  Blind, 
he  has  in  every  possible  way  sought  to  promote  its  interests  and 
secure  the  welfare  of  the  unfortunate  children  entrusted  to 
our  care.” 

On  motion  this  was  unanimously  adopted  and  ordered 
spread  upon  the  records  of  the  Board,  and  the  Superintendent 
was  instructed  to  send  a copy  of  the  same  to  Mr.  Smith. 

At  a called  meeting  of  the  Directors,  held  at  the  Institu- 
tion, on  the  9th  day  of  March  last,  Dr.  J.  A.  Lippincott,  by  a 
unanimous  vote,  was  elected  a member  of  the  Board,  to  fill  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Smith. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  in  March  last,  it  extended  an 
invitation  to  the  American  Association  of  Instructors  of  the 
Blind,  to  hold  its  Fourteenth  Biennial  Convention  at  this 
Institution,  which  was  duly  accepted  with  thanks.  This 
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Association  comprises  most  of  the  leading  instructors  of  the 
blind  in  this  country  and  Canada.  Sessions  of  the  Convention 
will  be  held  on  the  14th,  15th  and  16th  of  July.  Arrange- 
ments will  be  made  to  entertain  the  guests  at  this  Institution. 
We  hope  that  much  good  may  result  from  the  meeting, 
not  only  to  our  Institution,  but  to  all  others  that  may  be 
represented  at  it. 

Acknowledgments  of  gifts  of  various  kinds  and  other 
matters  pertaining  to  the  management  of  the  Institution  are 
given  in  detail  by  the  Superintendent,  and  hence,  are  omitted 
in  this  report. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  say,  in  conclusion,  that  all  the 
members  of  the  Board  have  been  unremitting  in  their  efforts 
to  advance  the  interests  of  the  Institution. 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 

O.  M.  Edwards, 

Secretary. 


Superintendent's  lieport 


Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  1th,  1896. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors: 

Gentlemen — In  the  performance  of  my  duty,  I have 
the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  sixth  annual  report  of  the 
condition  and  practical  operations  of  this  Institution,  the  same 
being  for  the  year  ending  on  this  date. 

I beg  to  say  at  the  beginning  of  this  paper  that  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  prepare,  each  year,  a detailed  account  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Institution  without  referring  to  many  things  that  have  been 
considered  in  previous  reports.  But,  as  these  papers  become 
in  time  the  basis  of  the  history  of  the  Institution,  and  are  pre- 
pared, not  only  for  the  special  benefit  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
and  the  Incorporators,  but  for  future  reference,  and  for  the 
information  and  satisfaction  of  all  others  interested  in  the  en- 
terprise, we  may  be  pardoned,  if,  in  our  efforts  to  make  the 
history  complete,  we  should,  in  some  particulars,  go  over 
ground  covered  on  former  occasions. 

It  is  a source  of  profound  gratification  to  be  able  to  state 
that  the  past  year  has  been  one  of  uninterrupted  prosperity  in 
this  Institution.  While  we  have  had  much  to  be  thankful  for 
and  to  encourage  us  in  our  work,  we  have  had  little  of  which 
we  have  reason  to  complain,  or  wffiich  seriously  disturbed  the 
operations  of  the  school.  The  general  health  of  the  household 
throughout  the  year  has  been  excellent  ; we  have  enlarged  and 
improved  the  several  departments  of  instruction,  by  adding  to 
them  such  new  and  practical  features  as  the  means  at  our  dis- 
posal would  permit,  and  the  progress  of  the  pupils  in  their 
several  branches  of  study  and  work,  has  been  satisfactory.  We 
have  steadily  kept  in  view  the  high  and  noble  purposes  for 
which  the  Institution  was  founded,  and  have  spared  nothing  at 
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oar  command  to  extend  its  sphere  of  usefulness,  and  thus 
meet,  in  full  measure,  the  highest  expectations  of  its  projectors 
and  early  promoters. 

We  have  carefully  guarded  every  material  interest  of  the 
school,  and  have  given  earnest  thought  to  our  system  of  train- 
ing. Our  aim  and  sincere  desire  have  been  to  conduct  the 
affairs  of  the  Institution  along  the  line  of  the  most  progressive 
thought  in  such  matters,  so  that  the  students  under  our  charge 
shall  receive,  at  each  successive  step  of  their  progress,  the  best 
and  most  practical  benefit  from  our  instruction.  In  their 
training,  we  try  to  look  beyond  the  present  into  the  future,  and 
in  all  our  dealings  with  them,  we  aim  to  arouse  a spirit  of  self- 
respect,  self-reliance  and  independence  ; to  develop  firm,  posi- 
tive and  resolute  characters  ; to  cultivate  a high  regard  for 
truth,  justice  and  moral  responsibility,  and,  in  addition,  to 
make  them  familiar  with  the  amenities  of  civilized  life.  With 
these  qualities  well  developed,  and  these  principles  well  instill- 
ed, together  with  the  possession  of  the  information  they  receive 
from  the  different  branches  of  study  which  they  pursue,  and 
the  skill  they  acquire  from  their  training  in  industrial  pursuits, 
they  ought  to  go  forth  at  the  end  of  their  school  days,  well 
armed  to  meet  the  trials  and  discharge  the  duties  of  life.  They 
ought  to  become  agreeable  and  useful  members  of  the  commu- 
nity in  which  they  live,  and  be  prepared,  to  a considerable  ex- 
tent, in  most  cases  at  least,  to  earn  their  own  living.  All  this, 
however,  can  only  be  accomplished  by  studying  well  the  con- 
dition and  wants  of  our  pupils  individually,  and  earnestly  striv- 
ing to  meet  them;  by  maintaining  a high  standard  of  discipline, 
and  by  directing  all  the  affairs  of  the  Institution  in  such  man- 
ner as  to  impress  upon  every  one  connected  with  it  right  ideas 
of  the  object  lor  which  it  has  been  founded 

While  much  has  been  said  and  written,  theoretically,  upon 
the  methods  of  developing  and  training  defective  children,  our 
observations  have  led  us  to  feel  that  in  many  establishments 
organized  for  their  care  and  instruction,  a degree  of  sentimen- 
talism of  questionable  propriety  prevails.  Life  is  a practical 
thing,  and  they  who  hope  to  meet  its  responsibilities  and  com- 


bat  its  difficulties  successfully,  must  go  forth  with  practical 
ideas  of  work  and  duty.  True,  we  should  be  lacking  in  feel- 
ings of  humanity,  if  we  should  fail  to  have  a deep  and  sincere 
sympathy  for  any  one  in  distress  or  affliction,  and,  there  are 
times  and  circumstances,  when  it  is  proper  to  give  expression 
to  our  sympathy  ; but,  when  sympathy  is  carried  to  an  extent 
which  leads  to  the  overindulging  of  an  untrained  and  irrespon- 
sible child,  that  may  be  spoiled  thereby,  it  is  positively  in- 
jurious. It  is  sad  to  contemplate  the  condition  of  a blind 
child,  or,  indeed,  of  one  that  is  defective  in  any  particular,  but 
to  be  defective  and  spoiled  makes  the  condition  infinitely  worse. 
Hence,  for  the  happiness  and  future  welfare  of  blind  children, 
they  should  be  placed  under  judicious  training  and  discipline  at 
as  early  an  age  as  the  circumstances  will  permit,  before  they 
acquire  habits  that  may  be  difficult  to  control  at  a later  period, 
— a condition  which,  we  regret  to  say,  is  too  frequently  appar- 
ent. They  should  be  taught  to  do  for  themselves  all  they  are 
capable  of  doing  ; they  should  be  kindly  cared  for  and  assisted 
at  proper  times,  and  when  the  circumstances  require  it,  but  we 
should  studiously  avoid  cultivating-  habits  of  indolence,  care- 
lessness  and  dependence.  “It  is  our  duty,”  said  a kind  and 
affectionate  father  of  a blind  child  to  me  recently,  “to  teach 
children,  no  matter  what  may  be  their  physical  defects,  to  make 
the  best  of  life  ; indifference  and  inactivity  never  accomplish 
anything.”  That  expresses  briefly  the  gist  of  the  true  idea 
that  should  obtain  in  the  management  of  institutions  of  this 
kind. 


THE  PURPOSES  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 

As  has  been  presented  in  different  terms  heretofore,  this 
institution  has  been  founded  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  ad- 
vantages for  gaining  an  education  to  the  blind  children  of  the 
western  part  of  our  Commonwealth;  to  afford  them  the  same 
opportunities  to  tit  themselves  for  lives  of  usefulness  as  are 
given  their  more  fortunate  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  best 
public  schools,  anil,  also,  to  train  them  in  the  various  branches 
of  the  art  of  music  (when  they  have  a talent  for  such  train- 
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ing)  and  in  industrial  pursuits,  so  that  they  may  become,  as 
far  as  possible,  independent  and  self-sustaining  members  of 
society.  It  is  not  a home  or  an  asylum  for  the  accomodation 
of  aged  and  infirm  blind  people,  nor  a hospital  for  the  treat- 
ment of  diseases  of  the  eyes,  but  its  work  is  strictly  educa- 
tional. 

Thus  far  it  has  filled  its  mission  well.  It  has  already 
been  the  means  of  giving  much  cheer  and  gladness  to  the 
hearts  of  many  anxious  parents,  who  have  found  here  an  op- 
portunity to  give  their  blind  children  instruction  and  training 
that  otherwise  would  have  been  denied  them.  Our  earnest 
hope  is  that,  by  a wise  and  judicious  policy  in  its  manage- 
ment, it  may  continue  to  prosper,  enlarge  the  scope  of  its 
work  and  extend  its  benefits,  and  have  brought  under  its 
intluence  and  training  every  blind  child  capable  of  receiving 
instruction,  in  this  part  of  our  Commonwealth. 

THE  SESSIONS  OF  THE  SCHOOL. 

The  last  term  of  the  institution  closed  on  Wednesday 
morning,  June  26th,  1895,  after  a continuous  session  of 
forty- two  weeks,  which  was  interrupted  only  by  a brief  vaca- 
tion during  the  Christmas  holidays.  At  the  earnest  solicita- 
tion of  some  of  the  parents  and  friends  of  the  pupils,  many  of 
them  were  permitted  to  spend  this  short  vacation  at  their 
homes. 

There  were  63  pupils  enrolled  during  the  term.  While 
my  last  Annual  Report  shows  an  enrollment  of  but  56 
pupils,  at  the  date  of  the  meeting  of  the  Incorporators  one 
year  ago,  which  was,  as  then  stated,  in  compliance  with  the  act 
of  the  Legislature,  making  an  appropriation  for  the  education 
and  support  of  State  pupils,  after  that  date,  and  before  the 
close  of  the  term,  7 new  pupils  were  admitted,  making  a total 
enrollment  of  63,  as  mentioned  above. 

It  is  not  unusual  for  parents  to  bring  pupils  to  the  Insti- 
tution a month  or  six  weeks  before  the  close  of  a term,  indeed, 
we  have  frequently  advised  a parent  to  that  course,  when  he 
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has  expressed  his  intention  to  have  his  child  entered  at  the 
opening  of  the  next  term.  In  our  experience,  we  have  no- 
ticed that  those,  especially  the  younger  children,  who  come  to 
us  a short  time  before  the  close  of  a term,  experience  less  of 
homesickness  than  those  who  enter  earlier.  Although  they 
have  only  a few  weeks  to  stay  before  they  are  taken  back  to 
their  homes,  to  spend  the  vacation,  they  still  have  time  enough 
to  become  interested  in  their  school  work,  learn  the  names  of 
pupils,  teachers  and  other  people  connected  with  the  Institu- 
tion, and  to  become  acquainted  with  the  surroundings.  Then, 
at  the  end  of  the  summer  vacation,  they  usually  return  to  school 
gladly,  for  they  feel  that  they  are  not  going  to  a strange  place 
and  wholly  among  strangers,  but  among  friends  and  compan- 
ions, and  they  willingly  and  cheerfully  enter  upon  their 
studies. 

Of  the  pupils  enrolled  35  were  boys  ancl  28  girls.  There 
were  22  new  pupils  admitted  during  the  year — 13  boys  and  9 
girls.  Of  these,  10  were  well  advanced  in  their  teens  when 
they  entered,  the  ages  of  the  remaining  12  ranged  from  6 to  12 
years.  One  of  the  new  pupils  had  been  a student  in  the  Ohio 
Institution  for  the  Blind  two  years,  9 had  attended  public  or 
parochial  schools  one  or  more  terms  befoiethey  lost  their  sight, 
the  remaining-  12  had  never  attended  school  anvwhere  before. 

A closing  entertainment  was  given  by  the  school  in  the 
chapel  of  the  Institution,  on  Monday  evening,  dune  24th  last, 
in  the  presence  of  an  audience  that  not  only  filled  the  hall  to 
its  utmost  capacity,  but  also,  the  corridors  surrounding  it. 
Many  were  unable  to  gain  admittance. 

An  interesting  and  attractive  programme  was  presented. 
The  first  part  consisted  of  a pleasing  variety  of  literary  and 
musical  numbers,  all  of  which  were  rendered  in  a creditable 
manner. 

These  were  carefully  arranged  with  a view  to  fairly  ex- 
hibit the  progress  and  ability  of  as  many  pupils  as  possible  in 
these  departments  of  study.  The  large  audience  attested  its 
appreciation  at  the  close  of  each  number  by  spontaneous  and 
hearty  applause,  and  in  many  cases  encores. 
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The  second  part  consisted  of  an  operetta  in  three  parts, 
entitled  “The  National  Flower.  ” This  was  a novel  perform- 
ance in  entertainments  given  by  the  blind.  The  characters  were 
in  appropriate  costumes,  and  it  was  in  this  part  that  the  train- 
ing and  ability  of  the  pupils  were  displayed  in  an  especial  man- 
ner. Each  one  performed  the  part  assigned  with  credit,  and 
the  ease  and  facility  with  which  the  pupils  moved  upon  the 
stage,  elicited  many  remarks  of  commendation.  Indeed,  so 
natural  and  self-possessed  were  some  of  the  characters  in  their 
movements,  that  many  in  the  audience  were  led  to  doubt 
whether  they  were  really  blind.  That  the  entertainment  was 
thoroughly  enjoyed  by  the  large  audience  present,  was  shown 
by  its  hearty  approval  of  the  leading  parts,  and  the  fact  that,  of 
the  many  who  were  compelled  to  stand  during  the  entire  per- 
formance, none  retired  until  it  closed. 

The  following  is  the  programme  rendered  : 


^Program. 


PART  I. 


Quick  Step — “Cadet,”  - - - - Sclileifartli 

Orchestra. 

Chorus— “Praise  Ye  the  Lord,”  - Palmer 

School. 

Solo,  (Piano)— “Angel’s  Dream,”  - Lange 

Blanche  E.  Bay. 

Recitation  — “The  Reason,”  - 

George  Smith  Colvin. 

Yocal  Solo,  with  Violin  Obligato — “Fiddle  and  I,”  Mrs.  A.  Goodeve 

Joseph  Fretton  and  Joseph  Ostander. 

Solo,  (Piano) — “Call  of  the  Posthorn,”  - Beln- 

Ethel  Crooks. 


( “A  Little  Boy’s  Speech,” 
Recitations  -<  “East  and  West,” 

( “Pearls  and  Joys,” 

Violin  and  Piano — Aria  from  Der  Freischutz, 
Violin — Joseph  Ostander  ; Piano 


Master  Earl  Kephart 
Master  Orlando  Young 
Master  Ernest  G.  Scott 
Weber 

Wm.  II.  Long. 


Recitation — “A  Lament,”  - - - - 

Mary  Rebok. 

Quartet — “Come  Where  My  Love  Lies  Dreaming,”  - S.  C.  Foster 

Miss  M.  E.  Benson,  Miss  Jean  Cowan,  Joseph  Fretton 
and  Joseph  Ostander. 


Piano  Solo— “Charge  of  the  Uhlans,”  - Bohrn 

Robert  Clarke. 

Ricitation — “Good  Biddy  Top-Knot” 

Katie  Burke  and  Ernest  Scott. 

Chorus — “The  Beautiful  Summer,”  - - 

Small  Pupils. 


Rondo — For  Clarinet,  - - - Panny 

Joseph  Fretton — Clarinet  ; Robert  Clarke — Piano. 

Song— “Rag  Pat,  or  the  Newsboy,” 

Willie  F.  McNally. 


Waltz — “Passing  Show,” 


Orchestra. 


Englander 
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PART  II. 


THE  NATIONAL  FLOWER. 

An  Opera  in  Three  Acts. 
CAST. 


Judge, 

- 

Miss  M.  E.  Benson 

1 

Soprano 

Bailiff, 

- 

Joseph  Fretton, 

- 

Baritone 

Lawyers 

Joseph  Palmer,  F. 

Gaston, 

R.  Clarke  and  John  Schall, 

Baritone 

Goldenrod, 

Grace  Marker, 

- 

Contralto 

Oak  Tree, 

John  Taylor, 

- 

Bass 

Sunflower, 

Jos.  Ostander,  - 

- 

Baritone 

Onion, 

- 

Jos.  Shew, 

- 

Baritone 

Uncle  Sam, 

Will  Shield, 

- 

Baritone 

Canada  Thistle, 

Win.  H.  Long, 

- 

Baritone 

Daisies  - 

Sada  Reisinger 
Martha  Bates, 
Olive  Gibson, 

Katie  Burke, 

Lulu  Trainer, 
Lillian  L.  Dibeler 

( Meadow  Lily — Ethel  Crooks, 
a ies.  | Tiger  Lily — Agnes  Gilner, 

Water  Lily — Mary  Rebok, 
Day  Lily — Francis  McNally. 

Rose. 

Dessa  Markland. 

Weeds.  - 

Willie  McNally, 
Earl  Kephart, 
Orlando  Young, 
George  Heck, 
^Albert  Miller, 

Walter  Ryan  Taylor, 
George  Smith  Colvin, 
John  Dolan. 

Eddie  Trapp, 

Marcus  Mahler. 

Jury  and  Choruses. 

March — 

“Enlistment,” 

_ 

_ _ 

Wehse 

Orchestra. 
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COMMENTS  OF  THE  PRESS. 

The  next  day,  all  the  daily  papers  of  the  city  contained 
complimentary  notices  of  the  evening’s  exercises.  From  these 
we  insert  the  following: 

“ Uncle  Sam  took  matters  into  his  own  hands  last  evening  in  the  busi- 
ness laid  down  by  the  pupils  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institute  for  the 
Blind  in  the  selection  of  a national  flower.  At  the  conclusion  of  a three- 
part  opera,  serving  the  double  purpose  as  a closing  attraction  of  a success- 
ful school  year,  and  to  give  voice  to  all  the  flowers  in  the  selection  of  the 
national  emblem,  an  old  fellow  dressed  to  resemble  Uncle  Sam  walked  in, 
burdened  almost  double  with  his  decision,  and  with  a chuckle  of  delight, 
dumped  upon  the  platform  the  old  standby  from  which  loaves,  Johnny 
cakes  and  biscuit  have  been  evolved  for  decades  past.  The  choice  of  flour 
came  as  a surprise,  not  only  to  the  audience,  but  to  the  singers  as  well. 
The  house  caught  on  and  applauded  the  sack  of  flour  vigorously.  The  opera 
throughout  was  nicely  presented,  both  in  music  and  stage  action,  a credit  to 
the  sightless  ones,  while  the  costumes,  appropriate  to  the  flower  repre- 
sented, were  picturesque  and  suggestive.  From  the  stately  oak  tree  down 
to  the  monster  onion. 

“There  were  sunflowers  and  thistles,  daisies  and  goldenrod,  roses  and 
lilies,  all  singing  away  for  the  prize.  Just  as  the  jury  in  choral  number  were 
about  to  award  the  palm  to  the  rose,  Uncle  Sam  unceremoniously  asserted 
his  rights.  ******** 

“ In  addition  to  the  opera  a program  of  vocal  and  instrumental  music 
and  recitations  was  given.” — The  Pittsburgh  Dispatch. 

“The  pupils  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind 
gave  a unique  entertainment  at  their  chapel  on  Bellefield avenue  last  night. 
The  chapel  was  crowded  to  suffocation,  hundreds  being  unable  to  gain  ad- 
mittance. It  was  the  fifth  annual  closing  entertainment,  and  those  who 
have  been  present  at  each  one  state  that  last  night’s  effort  eclipsed  all 
others. 

“ To  many  it  was  a novel  sight.  Little  children  to  whom  all  the  world 
is  dark  rendered  selections  with  smiles,  and  in  a manner  that  brought  forth 
tears,  followed  by  outbursts  of  indefinable  applause.  The  large  audience 
seemed  to  be  in  complete  sympathy  with  the  entertainers,  and  the  mere 
presence  of  a golden-haired  little  tot,  with  a countenance  marred  by  blind- 
ness, brought  forth  many  whispered  expressions  of  sympathy,  pity,  and  in 
the  end  approval. 

“The  program  consisted  of  musical  selection^,  both  vocal  and  instru- 
mental. The  orchesti'a  of  the  institution  opened  and  closed  the  entertain- 
ment with  well-rendered  numbers.  There  were  choruses  by  the  school, 
and  classes  of  little  girls  and  boys  ; piano,  violin  and  clarinet  solos  ; recita- 
tion and  vocal  solos  made  up  the  first  part  of  the  entertainment.  As  each 
number  was  rendered  there  wTere  rounds  of  applause. 

“ The  second  part  consisted  of  an  opera  in  three  acts,  entitled,  ‘The 
National  Flower.’  All  taking  part  were  blind,  and  the  excellent  rendition 
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was  remarkable-  The  costumes  were  pretty  and  in  good  taste.  The  per- 
formers put  life  into  the  opera,  which  in  ordinary  hands  would  be  consid- 
ered very  light.  Throughout  it  was  a most  enjoyable  entertainment,  and 
those  in  charge  have  every  reason  to  be  congratulated  on  its  success.” — The 
Pittsburgh  Post. 

“The  fifth  annual  closing  entertainment  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
Institution  for  the  Blind,  given  last  night  in  the  chapel  of  the  new  building, 
Bellefield  avenue,  was  a unique  affair.  The  chapel  was  packed  to  the  doors, 
and  hundreds  were  unable  to  gain  admission  to  the  building. 

‘ 1 Fifty  pupils  with  sightless  eyes  but  happy  faces  entered  with  enthusi- 
asm upon  the  rendition  of  the  programme.  Music  by  the  orchestra,  piano 
and  vocal  solos,  a Rondo  for  the  clarinet,  recitations  by  the  little  folks  and 
a chorus  made  up  the  first  part  of  the  programme. 

“The  second  part  consisted  of  an  opera  in  three  acts  entitled  “The  Na- 
tional Flower.”  It  was  in  this  part  that  the  training  and  ability  of  the 
pupils  showed  themselves  in  an  especial  manner.  Each  one  performed  the 
part  assigned  with  credit.  The  character  acting  was  particularly  fine  and 
the  music  was  rewarded  with  the  hearty  applause  of  the  audience.  It 
would  be  difficult  to  imagine  a happier  collection  of  pupils  than  those  who 
threw  all  their  energy  into  the  performance  last  night.  Complete  success 
crowned  their  efforts,  and  of  the  hundreds  who  stood  during  the  entire  even- 
ing none  retired  until  the  entertainment  closed.  A march  was  rendered 
by  the  orchestra  and  the  audience  passed  out,  gratified  that  the  evening 
had  been  one  of  rare  enjoyment.” — The  Pittsburgh  Leader. 

The  current  session  was  commenced  under  favorable  aus- 
pices, on  Wednesday  morning,  the  4th  of  September  last. 

There  was  a good  attendance  of  our  old  pupils  and  several 
new  ones  on  the  first  day.  The  number  has  gradually  in- 
creased since,  and  at  this  date  the  enrollment  is  64 — 33  boys 
and  31  girls.  Of  this  number,  12 — 4 boys  and  3 girls — are 
new  pupils.  Ten  of  these  had  received  no  previous  instruction, 
two  had  attended  public  school  a short  time. 
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STATISTICS. 

The  changes  in  attendance  during  the  last  and  current 
terms  are  shown  by  the  following  figures  : 

Boys.  Girls.  Total. 


Total  number  enrolled  during  last  term 35  28  63 

Number  died 112 

Number  suspended 1 1 

Number  withdrawn  for  various  reasons 4 4 8 

Number  of  former  pupils  enrolled  during  cur- 
rent term 29  23  52 

Number  of  new  pupils  admitted 4 8 12 

Total  number  enrolled  this  term  to  date 33  31  64 

Total  number  of  pupils  enrolled  since  the 

organization 39  41  80 


LITTLE  MAGGIE  CASTOR. 

One  of  the  new  pupils  recently  admitted  is  a little  girl, 
Maggie  Castor,  eight  years  of  age,  who  is  not  only  blind,  but 
also  deaf  and  mute.  She  was  brought  to  the  Institution  a 
little  more  than  two  months  ago,  untrained,  feeble  and  help- 
less. Her  parents  are  kind  and  tender-hearted  people,  but 
they  could  not  give  the  child  the  attention  her  condition  re- 
quired, and  were  much  less  able  to  give  her  the  careful  and 
systematic  training  necessary  for  her  development  The  afflic- 
tion of  this  poor  child  is  such  as  to  arouse  the  tenderest  emo- 
tions in  the  heart  of  every  sympathetic  and  benevolent  person 
who  becomes  acquainted  with  her  condition,  and  should  bring 
forth  a prompt  and  generous  response  to  any  appeal  that  may 
be  made  in  her  behalf. 

The  care  and  training  of  such  a child  is  a responsibility 
that,  ordinarily,  few  persons  would  care  to  assume.  But,  as 
we  stated  in  our  last  annual  report,  an  institution  of  this  kind, 
in  the  fulfillment  of  its  mission,  cannot  or  should  not  discrim- 
inate between  desirable  and  undesirable  children,  if  the}'  are 
at  all  capable  of  receiving  instruction,  and  their  presence  does 
not  interfere  with  the  progress  and  discipline  of  the  school, 
but,  for  the  sake  of  humanity,  should  receive  them  as  they  are 
presented,  and  give  them  the  best  care  and  training  the  means 
at  its  disposal  will  permit. 

By  your  permission,  we  ha^e  taken  this  child  under  our 


care  with  a firm  resolve  to  do  for  her  the  best  we  can.  With 
the  light  of  experience  and  the  application  of  psychological 
methods  of  education,  we  shall  try  to  reach  her  intellect 
through  the  remaining  senses,  arouse  into  activity  and  develop 
her  dominant  faculties,  and,  if  possible,  lead  her  up  and  out, 
until  she  catches  some  rays  of  intellectual  and  moral  light. 
Although  Little  Maggie  has  been  under  our  care  but  a 
short  time,  she  already  gives  evidence  of  considerable 
improvement.  At  first  she  seemed  impatient  and  obstinate, 
and  showed  such  other  signs  of  peculiarities  of  disposition 
as  are  usually  found  among  children  similarly  afflicted. 
All  these,  however,  have  been  considerably  modified.  Then, 
too,  for  lack  of  proper  exercise,  she  was  physically  feeble, 
and  tottering  in  her  foot-steps.  She  has  grown  stronger 
in  all  her  movements,  is  less  wavering  and  uncertain  in  her 
walk,  and  is  much  more  healthful  in  appearance.  She 
has  been  taught  to  help  herself  fairly  well  at  the  table,  after 
food  is  put  on  her  plate,  to  go  up  and  down  the  stair  steps 
alone  and  to  make  some  efforts  to  dress  herself. 

In  the  further  training  of  this  child,  we  shall  try  to  profit 
by  the  experience  of  those  devoted  and  self-sacrificing  teachers 
who  have  been  so  successful  in  the  care  and  training  of  similar 
cases,  and  adopt  such  methods  in  our  instruction  as  we  feel 
will  produce  the  best  results. 

But  this  work,  as  well  as  others  nearly  as  important,  in 
connection  with  the  Institution,  let  it  be  remembered,  cannot 
be  properly  conducted  without  money — more  than  the  man- 
agers have  at  their  command  at  this  time.  May  we  not  hope, 
then,  that  when  these  facts  are  made  known  to  the  good  people 
of  Pittsburgh — than  whom  a more  benevolent  and  generous  class 
of  people  cannot  lie  found  any  where, — the  necessary  means  for 
the  proper  care  and  instruction  of  Maggie  Castor  and  other 
special  cases,  will  lie  forthcoming.  These  poor  children  send 
up  a piteous  and  pathetic  petition  to  be  loosed  from  the  fetters 
of  their  affliction,  and,  in  their  behalf,  we  make  an  urgent 
appeal  for  aid  to  deliver  them  from  the  clutches  of  woe  that 
bind  them.  Who  will  heed  it  ? 
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INSTRUCTION. 

The  work  of  instruction  has  been  conducted  on  a broad 
and  liberal  basis.  We  have  endeavored  to  adopt  such  methods 
of  training  and  discipline  as  experience  and  observation  have 
led  us  to  feel  were  the  best  adapted  to  institutions  of  this 
character,  and  the  progress  the  school  has  made  and  its  present 
condition,  are  sure  proofs  of  their  practical  application. 

While  we  strive  to  arouse  into  activity,  develop  and  train 
all  the  faculties  of  all  the  children  placed  under  our  care,  we 
study  well  their  individual  condition  and  needs,  and  endeavor 
to  direct  them  along  such  lines  as  are  best  adapted  to  their 
tastes  and  bent  of  mind,  and  in  which  they  can  make  the  most 
rapid  progress.  As  a matter  of  fact,  blind  students  cannot 
afford  to  spend  time  on  subjects  for  which  they  have  no 
aptitude  or  inclination. 

The  requirements  of  an  institution  situated  as  this  one  is, 
are  much  greater,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  pupils 
enrolled,  than  those  of  one  that  has  been  long  established. 
Occupying  a new  field,  while  we  have  brought  to  us  many 
pupils  who  are  of  a proper  age  to  begin  school  work,  we  have 
others  who  have  nearly  reached  their  majority.  The  former 
class  have  ample  time  in  which  to  acquire  a liberal  education, 
but  the  latter,  most  of  whom  had  never  been  under  instruction 
of  any  kind  before,  have  only  a few  years  in  which  to  prepare 
themselves  to  make  their  way  in  the  world.  In  order,  there- 
fore, that  every  one  may  receive  the  fullest  measure  of  benefit 
intended  by  our  system  of  instruction,  we  have  carefully  and 
thoughtfully  adjusted  our  studies  and  employments,  to  meet 
the  special  demands  of  individual  pupils,  so  that  their  time  mav 
be  occupied  in  the  best  possible  manner.  Most  of  our  older 
students  have  made  rapid  improvement  in  manners,  conduct 
and  scholarship. 

LITERARY  DEPARTMENT. 

We  cannot  put  too  high  a value  on  the  instruction  given 
in  this  department.  It  forms  the  basis  of  all  our  trainino-.  and 
should  always  be  conducted  on  the  highest  possible  plane.  The 
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students  should  be  taught  to  appreciate  its  importance  and  to 
strive  for  the  highest  distinction  in  it.  Nothing  serves  so  well 
to  bring  a blind  person  into  contact  with  the  outside  world  and 
to  make  his  presence  felt  in  the  community,  than  high  attain- 
ments in  literary  pursuits,  all  of  which  promotes  his  success 
in  life. 

In  this  department  the  main  object  kept  in  view  in  giving 
instruction,  is  not  the  mere  accumulation  of  facts,  but  to  de- 
velop the  pupils’  minds  and  to  train  them  to  observe,  to  think, 
to  reason  and  to  express  themselves  in  clear  and  comprehensive 
terms. 

Owing  to  the  diversity  of  ages  and  size  of  our  pupils,  and 
the  individual  attention  often  required  to  help  on  those  who 
may  be  slower  of  intellect  than  others,  or  who  may  not  have 
had  the  same  advantages,  the  labor  of  the  teachers  in  this  de- 
partment, by  the  admission  of  new  and  untutored  pupils,  has 
become  quite  heavy.  In  order  to  lighten  the  work  as  much  as 
possible,  several  new  classes  in  primary  studies  were  organized, 
soon  after  the  opening  of  the  current  term.  They  were  put  in 
charge  of  Mrs.  M.  M.  Craven,  who  has  had  considerable  ex- 
perience  in  public  school  work.  The  progress  of  these  classes 
since  the  change  has  been  quite  satisfactory. 

The  branches  of  study  thus  far  pursued  comprise  Head- 
ing, in  Line  type  and  Point  print,  writing  script  with  a pencil 
and  the  New  York  Point,  Orthography,  Memorizing,  Declama- 
tion, Arithmetic,  Algebra,  Geography,  History,  both  United 
States  and  General,  Grammar,  Physiology  and  Hygeine,  Phys- 
ical Geography,  Natural  Philosophy,  Rhetoric,  Geometry  and 
Chemistry.  Later,  we  expect  to  add  Mental  Philosophy,  Eng- 
lish Literature  and  Civil  Government. 

The  teachers  in  this  department,  Mhs  O.  H.  J.  Harris, 
Miss  H.  I.  Houston,  Mrs.  M.  M.  Craven  and  Miss  M.  E.  Ben- 
son, have  been  earnest,  patient  and  conscientious  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties. 

© 
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MUSICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

The  work  in  the  several  branches  of  musical  instruction 
has  been  conducted  with  the  same  degree  of  earnestness,  and 
along  the  same  lines  of  steady  and  consistent  progress  as  here- 
tofore. Some  of  our  pupils  have  attained  the  ability  to  render 
both  vocal  and  instrumental  music  in  a manner  that  has  elicited 
high  commendation. 

Miss  Sarah  E.  Taylor,  who  has  been  our  principal  in- 
structor in  this  department  for  the  past  four  years,  has  been 
zealous  and  persevering  in  the  discharge  of  her  duties,  and  is 
deserving  praise  for  the  deep  interest  she  has  always  shown  in 
the  advancement  of  the  pupils  under  her  instruction. 

Feeling  that  our  pupils,  especially  the  older  ones,  needed 
more  systematic  training  in  voice  culture,  we  employed  on  the 
first  of  last  December,  Miss  Helene  C.  Livingstone,  to  give  in- 
struction, four  hours  each  week,  in  that  branch  of  musical 
training.  Miss  Livingstone  holds  the  position  of  teacher  of 
voice  culture  and  singing  in  the  Pittsburgh  Female  College, 
and  came  to  us  highly  recommended  for  her  special  work. 
While  the  time  for  which  she  is  employed  here  is  limited,  too 
short,  indeed,  to  do  effective  work,  the  pupils  have  made  good 
progress  under  her  direction.  The  voices  of  some  have  im- 
proved much  in  volume  and  melody,  and  the  exercises  have 
proved  healthful. 

We  regret  to  state  that,  owing  to  the  ill  health  of  Mr. 
William  B.  McComsey,  who  was  employed  more  than  a year 
ago  to  give  instruction  in  the  art  of  piano  tuning,  and  on  wind 
and  string  instruments,  his  work  during  the  past  three  months 
has  been  greatly  interrupted.  While  he  was  able  to  continue 
his  instruction  regularly,  the  pupils  took  much  interest  in  these 
branches  of  music  and  made  considerable  progress.  Besides 
giving  lessons  to  the  orchestra  composed  of  boys,  Mr.  McCom- 
sey gave  instruction  to  four  of  our  older  girls  on  some  of  the 
same  instruments, — one  on  the  tlute,  one  on  the  mandolin, 
one  on  the  guitar  and  one  on  the  cornet.  This  study  is  a pleas- 
ant recreation  rather  than  a task,  and  the  practicing  is  health- 
ful exercise. 
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I am  prompted  again  to  suggest  that  better  facilities  and 
appliances  should  be  provided  as  soon  as  possible,  for  conduct- 
ing the  instruction  in  piano-tuning.  More  time  should  be 
o-iven  to  the  training,  and  more  and  better  instruments  on 
which  to  practice  furnished.  A number  of  our  larger  1 >oy s 
have  the  ability  to  acquire  proficiency  in  such  work,  and  have 
a taste  for  it,  and  they  ought  to  be  given  an  opportunity  to 
thoroughly  fit  themselves  to  engage  in  it  when  they  leave  the 
school. 

During  the  year  we  purchased  of  Mr.  Samuel  Hamilton 
two  new  Decker  Brothers  pianos,  one  a parlor  grand  and  the 
other  an  upright  piano.  The  placing  of  these  instruments  in 
the  institution  added  much  to  the  opportunities  for  practice 
and  other  exercises  in  this  department. 

As  training  in  the  various  branches  of  the  art  of  music 
forms  such  an  important  part  in  the  education  of  the  blind, 
lifting  them  up  and  aiding  to  bring  them  into  pleasant  social 
contact  with  seeing  people,  we  should  give  it  due  considera- 
tion and  attention,  and  provide  the  necessary  facilities  for  con- 
ducting the  work  in  the  most  effective  manner.  And  along 
this  line,  may  we  not  hope  to  be  able,  at  no  distant  day,  to 
still  further  increase  the  efficiency  of  this  department  by  ad- 
ding to  it  a good  pipe  organ,  as  one  of  the  instruments  on 
which  to  give  instruction.  The  ability  to  manipulate  a pipe 
organ  has  been  the  source  of  much  profit  to  many  blind  peo- 
ple. We  know  a number  of  blind  young  men  who  are  making 
a fair  living  by  such  employment. 

INDUSTRIAL  DEPARTMENT. 

We  have  always  attached  much  importance  to  industrial 
work  in  an  institution  for  the  blind,  and  it  gives  us  much 
pleasure  at  the  close  of  each  year  to  recount  the  progress 
made  in  it. 

It  is  here  that  most  of  the  pupils,  particularly  those  who 
come  to  us  at  nearly  adult  age,  and  do  not  have  the  time  nor 
opportunity  to  pursue  a full  course  of  study  in  other  depart- 
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merits,  make  fair  progress  and  take  courage.  They  feel  that 
here  is  afforded  the  best  opportunity  to  tit  themselves  to  earn 
their  own  living.  Then,  too,  for  all,  the  employment  of  the 
hands  is  a great  panacea  for  the  sadness  and  despondency, 
that  so  often  come  upon  young  blind  people  with  such  wither- 
ing effect. 

Steps  were  taken  at  the  beginning  of  the  current  term  of 
the  school,  to  enlarge  and  improve  the  usefulness  of  this  de- 
partment. We  purchased  the  necessary  machinery  and  ma- 
terials for  giving  instruction  in  the  trade  of  making  brooms. 
The  machinery  was  set  up  in  a large  vacant  room  in  the  front 
part  of  the  boiler-house  and  laundry-building,  which  made  a 
very  comfortable  workshop.  Mr.  J.  M.  Richard,  who  has 
had  long  experience  in  work  of  this  kind,  was  employed 
to  give  the  necessary  instruction.  He  entered  upon  his 
duties  about  the  first  of  October  last.  Fifteen  of  our 
larger  boys  have  been  regularly  employed  from  one  to 
two  hours  a day  at  this  work.  Some  of  them  have  made 
rapid  advancement,  and  are  nearly  prepared  to  make  a well 
finished  broom  without  assistance.  All  the  pupils  thus 
engaged  are  also  continuing  their  regular  studies  in  the  other 
departments  of  the  Institution.  They  seem  to  enjoy  this  work, 
for  it  affords  employment  for  the  hands,  and  for  this,  some  of 
the  older  pupils  have  more  inclination  than  for  the  studies  of 
the  other  departments  of  the  school.  Since  this  instruction  was 
commenced,  61  dozen  salable  brooms  have  been  made,  mostly 
by  the  pupils  themselves. 

THE  GIRLS’  WORK-ROOM. 

Nothing  at  our  command,  that  would  add  to  the  interest 
or  efficiency  of  this  part  of  our  industrial  work,  has  been  spared. 
Here,  all  the  girls  and  all  the  small  boys  spend  a part  of  each 
school  day.  The  older  girls  are  taught  to  sew,  both  by  hand 
and  with  a machine,  to  knit,  darn  and  crochet,  and  to  make  a 
variety  of  useful  and  fancy  articles  of  worsted,  yarn  and 
thread,  which  are  always  salable,  and  hence,  afford  a source  of 
pleasant  and  profitable  employment.  Some  of  the  younger 
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girls  are  also  taught  the  use  of  the  needle,  and,  with  the 
smaller  boys,  are  instructed  how  to  make  a variety  of  articles 
of  various  shapes  and  sizes  of  beads  and  wii’e. 

We  have,  also,  endeavored  to  increase  the  scope  of  this 
work  and  make  it  more  practical.  Miss  M.  E.  Benson,  who 
has  had  charge  of  this  room  and  has  exhibited  unusual  tact  and 
skill  in  the  management  of  it,  found  that,  by  the  addition  of 
new  pupils,  the  work  was  becoming  too  heavy  for  her  to 
manage  alone.  Hence,  we  assigned  a portion  of  it  to  Mrs.  M. 
M.  Craven,  who,  as  stated  elsewhere,  is  also  employed  in  the 
literary  department.  Since  this  change  was  made,  more  time 
and  attention  have  been  given  to  teach  the  girls  the  use  of  the 
needle,  and  also  to  manage  the  sewing  machine.  Some  of  the 
older  ones  have  been  taught  to  patch  and  darn,  to  cut  out,  fit 
together  and  make  their  own  garments.  In  this  way,  we 
endeavor  to  prepare  our  girls  to  render  some  useful  service  at 
their  homes,  and,  at  least  partially,  answer  the  important 
question  that  has  always  puzzled  those  engaged  in  the  work  of 
educating  the  blind;  namely,  “What  employments  should 
blind  girls  be  taught,  to  make  them  useful  about  the  homes?” 
Surely  to  knit,  to  darn,  to  patch,  to  sew  and  to  make  numerous 
articles  of  wearing  apparel  are  useful  employments. 

When  the  pupils  are  engaged  in  their  various  duties  in 
this  room,  it  presents  a pleasing  scene  of  patient  industry,  and 
the  progress  made  has  certainly  been  creditable  to  their 
teachers  and  is  evidence  of  earnest  and  patient  effort  on  their 
part. 

HEALTH. 

It  is  a source  of  profound  thankfulness  to  be  able  to 
state,  as  we  took  occasion  to  do  at  the  beginning  of  this  report, 
that  the  general  health  of  the  school  during  the  past  year  was 
exceptionally  good.  Notwithstanding  the  prevalence  of  con- 
tagious diseases  among  the  children  of  this  city,  none  entered 
the  Institution.  Indeed,  our  pupils  were  entirely  free  from 
all  serious  sickness,  and  only  a few  suffered  at  any  time  from 
such  slight  ailments  as  usually  follow  from  the  changes  of 
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temperature  and  the  seasons.  We  attribute  the  good  health  of 
the  school  to  the  regular  habits  and  employments  enjoined  on 
the  pupils,  and  to  the  care  always  exercised  to  furnish  them  with 
good  nutritious  food  and  pure  water. 

We  not  only  filter  the  water  used  with  a Cummings  Filter, 
but  we  also  boil  what  is  used  on  the  table.  We  hope  to  be 
able  at  no  distant  day  to  devise  some  means  by  which  to  boil 
all  the  water  used  in  the  Institution  for  drinking  purposes. 
We  firmly  believe  that  our  precaution  in  this  regard,  has  done 
much  towards  preserving  the  health  of  our  pupils. 


NECROLOGY. 

Two  of  our  pupils,  both  girls,  died  at  their  homes  during 
the  year.  The  first  to  pass  away  was  Katie  Kerns,  who  was 
admitted  to  the  Institution  December  3d,  1894.  She  remained 
until  March  5th  following,  when,  on  account  of  failing  health, 
she  reluctantly  returned  to  her  home  in  this  city,  where  she 
continued  to  grow  worse  until  the  6th  day  of  July  last, 
when  she  died.  She  was  18  years  of  age  and  had  been 
blind  only  about  a year  before  she  was  admitted  to  the  school. 
An  autopsy  made,  in  compliance  with  her  own  request,  for 
the  benefit,  if  possible,  of  others  similarly  afflicted,  revealed 
the  fact  that  a tumor  had  formed  at  the  base  of  the  brain, 
which  was  evidently  the  cause  of  her  blindness,  and  to  which 
she  finally  succumbed. 

The  other  death  was  that  of  Rosa  Coulter,  whose  home 
was  in  Bolivar,  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.  Rosa  was  brought 
to  us  on  the  17th  day  of  June  last.  She  remained  until  the 
close  of  the  last  term,  when  she  was  taken  home  to  spend  the 
summer  vacation.  She  returned  to  school  again  on  the  first 
day  of  the  present  term,  and  remained  until  the  latter  part  of 
December,  when  she  was  again  taken  home  to  spend  the 
Christmas  holidays.  Her  health  began  to  fail  last  fall,  and  she 
continued  to  grow  worse  while  at  home,  and  suffered  much 
pain,  until  death  came  to  her  relief,  on  the  evening  of  the  30th 
of  January  last.  She  was  14  years  of  a°re. 
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Both  these  girls  endeared  themselves  to  all  connected 
with  the  Institution  by  their  exemplary  conduct  during  the  few 
months  they  were  with  us;  both  became  very  much  interested 
in  their  work,  and  hoped  to  be  able  to  return  to  school  again 
after  they  were  taken  home;  both  seemed  to  suffer  from  the 
same  trouble,  and  both  died  in  the  same  manner.  We  deplored 
their  loss  and  sincerely  sympathized  with  their  parents. 

MORAL  INSTRUCTION. 

The  moral  training  is  strictly  non-sectarian.  The  pupils 
engage  in  devotional  exercises  every  morning,  which  consists 
in  reading  from  the  Bible,  without  comment  that  would  in 
any  way  give  a sectarian  bias  to  the  mind  of  any  one,  or  that  a 
sensible  person  of  any  denomination  would  object  to,  sacred 
song  and  prayer. 

We  endeavor  to  maintain  proper  decorum  among  our  pu- 
pils and  hold  them  within  reasonable  bounds  of  conduct.  To 
this  end,  we  aim  to  keep  them  well  employed,  feeling  that  if 
their  time  is  occupied  in  some  useful  employment,  they  will 
have  little  time  for  mischief.  We  maintain  that  in  an  institu- 
tion of  this  kind,  a strong  moral  influence  should  be  exerted 
everywhere,  and  that  all  who  occupy  positions  that  bring  them 
into  close  relation  with  the  pupils,  should  have  a full  sense  of 
moral  responsibility  and  duty.  They  should  recognize  the 
importance  of  maintaining  a high  standard  of  discipline,  have  a 
proper  conception  of  their  relation  to  the  Institution,  and 
strive,  by  precept  and  example,  to  impress  upon  the  pupils 
right  ideas  of  conduct. 

IN  CONCLUSION. 

Before  closing  this  report,  I wish  to  renew  my  acknowl- 
edgments to  the  officers  and  teachers,  for  the  fidelity  and  effi- 
ciency with  which  they  have  discharged  their  duties  the  past 
year. 

I take  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  faithful  pro- 
fessional service  rendered  the  Institution  by  Dr.  Lawrence 
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Litchfield,  the  attending  physician.  Although  it  was  given 
gratuitously,  he  promptly  and  cheerfully  responded  to  every 
call  made  upon  him,  and,  when  he  had  occasion  to  leave  the 
city  for  several  days,  he  always  provided  a competent  substi- 
tute. He  has  been  quite  successful  in  the  treatment  of  the 
patients  that  have  been  placed  in  his  charge. 

Sincerely  thanking  you,  Gentlemen  of  the  Board,  for  the 
deep  and  unselfish  interest  you  have  taken  in  the  welfare  of  the 
Institution,  for  your  kind  co-operation  and  words  of  encour- 
agement, 

I respectfully  submit  this  report. 

H.  B.  Jacobs, 

Super  inten  clei  1 1 . 


ACKNO  WLE  DGM  ENTS. 

It  is  a pleasant  duty,  at  the  close  of  the  year’s  work,  to  formally  express 
our  sincere  thanks  to  our  many  friends,  for  their  many  tokens  of  kindness 
and  proofs  of  good  will  given  us  during  the  year  ; for  the  words  of  encour- 
agement which  they  have  been  pleased  to  give  both  officers  and  teachers, 
and  for  the  attention  always  shown  our  pupils,  in  the  Institution  and  else- 
where. 

These  kind  offices  on  the  part  of  our  friends  encourage  us,  influence  the 
whole  school  and  stimulate  us  all  to  strive  for  better  things. 

We  desire  especially  to  tender  our  grateful  acknowledgments — 

To  H.  Kleber  & Bro.,  for  furnishing  and  removing,  free  of  charge,  an 
excellent  upright  piano,  which  was  used  on  the  occasion  of  our  closing  en- 
tertainment, June  24th,  1895. 

To  Mr.  J.  C.  Kober,  for  theatrical  costumes  furnished  free  for  the  clos- 
ing entertainment. 

To  Mr.  John  McLaughlin,  fora  donation  of  $50  in  cash. 

To  the  friend  who  sent  us,  August  21st  last,  a basket  of  choice  peaches 
and  a basket  of  pears. 

To  Mr.  H.  K.  Porter,  for  a large  basket  of  pears,  Sept.  25th,  1895,  and 
for  a basket  of  celery  for  the  pupils  sent  us  later;  also,  for  other  tokens  of 
good  will  given  the  management. 

To  Miss  R.  J.  DeVore,  President  of  the  Pennsylvania  College  for 
Women,  for  an  invitation  to  attend  the  “Recital  ” given  by  the  members  of 
the  faculty,  October  15th,  1895,  and  for  her  kindness  in  sending  a wagon- 
ette, to  convey  the  pupils  and  teachers  from  the  Institution  to  the  College 
and  back. 
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To  Mr.  W.  H.  Stevenson,  for  25  tickets  of  admission  to  the  concert  for 
the  “Benefit  of  the  Boys’  Brigade,”  at  the  Bellefield  Presbyterian  Church, 
December  3d,  1895. 

To  Mr.  Benjamin  Thaw,  for  tickets  to  the  holiday  concert  of  the  Mozart 
Club,  at  the  new  Carnegie  Hall,  Dec.  27th,  1895;  also,  for  tickets  to  the  Mo- 
zart Club  Concert  at  Carnegie  Music  Hall,  March  27th,  1896. 

To  the  unknown  friend  who  sent  us,  Dec.  24th  last,  $3,  “to  help  make 
glad  the  boys  and  girls  who  remain  with  you  during  the  holidays.” 

To  Mr.  E.  H.  Myers  for  a contribution  of  $25  in  cash. 

To  Dr.  John  Fiske,  the  noted  American  Historian  of  Cambridge,  Mass., 
for  an  interesting  and  instructive  talk  to  the  pupils  on  historical  legends, 
January  24th  last.  Dr.  Fiske  was  the  guest  of  the  Superintendent  on  the 
date  mentioned,  and  kindly  consented  to  address  the  pupils  and  a number 
-of  invited  visitors,  in  the  assembly  room  during  the  afternoon.  He  selected  for 
his  subject  the  stories  of  “William  Tell”  and  “John  Smith  and  Pocahontas,’’ 
and  gave  abundant  evidence,  carefully  and  logically  arranged,  to  prove  why 
the  former  is  myth  and  the  latter  true.  The  talk  was  replete  with  valuable 
information  not  found  in  ordinary  school  histories,  and  highly  profitable, 
•especially  in  showing  the  pupils  how  to  investigate  historical  stories,  so  as 
to  prove  whether  they  are  facts  or  fiction. 

To  Mr.  Samuel  Hamilton,  for  10  tickets  of  admission  of  pupils  to  each  of 
“Two  Choice  Musical  and  Literary  Entertainments,”  at  the  Kenwood 
Lawn,  by  the  Emory  M.  E.  Sabbath  School  and  Friends,  February  4th  and 
March  3d,  1896. 

To  Mrs.  W.  S.  Miller,  for  25  tickets  of  admission  of  pupils  to  the  “ Pop- 
ular Concert  for  the  Benefit  of  Helen  E.  Pelletreau  Scholarship,”  by  the 
University  Glee  and  Mandolin  Clubs,  assisted  by  others,  at  Carnegie  Hall, 
■Schenley  Park,  March  2d,  1896. 

To  Mr.  J.  W.  Crooks,  for  a donation  of  $30.00  in  cash. 

To  Mr.  Robert  Coulter,  for  a donation  of  $25.00  in  cash. 

To  Mr.  Samuel  Hamilton  for  a reduction  of  $100  from  the  minimum 
price  fixed  for  the  two  Decker  Brothers  pianos,  purchased  from  him.  This 
was  to  be  considered  as  an  additional  donation  to  the  Institution. 

To  the  editors  and  publishers  of  the  following  periodicals  and  daily 
papers,  which  have  been  gratuitously  sent  to  the  Institution,  and  from 
which  extracts  have  been  selected  daily  and  read  to  the  pupils  : 

The  Pittsburgh  Dispatch,  The  Pittsburgh  Leader,  The  Presbyterian  Banner, 
The  Indi.v  and  Review,  Kalamazoo,  Michigan;  The  United  Presbyterian,  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.;  The  Western  Pennsylvanian,  published  at  the  Deaf-Mute  Institu- 
tion, Edgewood  Park,  Pa. 

To  all  others  who  have  in  any  way  assisted  us  and  given  evidence  of 
good  will. 

We  are  profoundly  grateful  to  the  several  daily  newspapers  of  the  city, 
for  the  valuable  service  they  have  rendered  us  in  our  work.  They  have 
cheerfully  and  readily  published  many  notices  of  concerts  and  other  enter- 
tainments at  the  institution,  free  of  charge,  and  have  given  valuable  space 
in  their  columns  for  numerous  articles,  whereby  the  people  of  Western 
Pennsylvania  have  been  enabled  to  gather  much  information  regarding  the 
•character  and  purposes  of  the  school. 
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Cfottentl  Jnfffrntfttitm. 


The  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind 
is  a school  of  learning,  established  for  the  especial  benefit 
of  the  blind  youth  in  the  western  part  of  the  State.  It 
is  not,  as  many  suppose,  a home  or  an  asylum  for  aged 
blind  people,  nor  a hospital  for  the  treatment  of  diseases 
of  the  eye;  but  it  is  strictly  educational  in  all  its  interests. 
It  is  the  aim  and  purpose  of  this  Institution  to  give  the  blind 
youth  of  this  section  of  the  State  a sound  English  education, 
and,  in  addition,  give  them  such  training  in  the  art  of  music, 
and  instruction  in  industrial  pursuits,  as  will  aid  them  to 
become  independent  and  useful  members  of  society. 

The  Institution  is  now  permanently  located  in  one  of  the 
most  desirable  parts  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh.  Indeed,  it 
would  have  been  difficult  to  have  selected,  in  or  about  this 
city,  a more  beautiful,  healthful  or  convenient  site  for  this 
school  than  the  grounds  on  which  it  is  situated.  This  tract  of 
land,  comprising  an  area  of  a little  more  than  five  acres,  is  the 
gift  of  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Schenley.  Upon  it,  and  nearly  in  the 
center  of  it,  the  managers  have  erected,  with  funds  donated  by 
the  benevolent  people  of  Pittsburgh,  one  of  the  most  substan- 
tial and  best  arranged  buildings  for  an  institution  of  this  kind 
to  be  found  anywhere  in  this  country.  It  is  light,  airy, 
commodious  and  cheerful,  and  supplied  throughout  with 
modern  conveniences.  It  overlooks  the  noted  Schenley  Park, 
and  is  only  a few  squares  distant  from  the  new  Carnegie 
Library  building.  The  location  of  the  Institution  affords  the 
inmates  the  advantages  and  privileges  of  a city  life,  with  the 
quiet  of  a country  home. 

The  Institution  fronts  on  Bayard  street,  while  Belletield 

avenue  extends  the  full  length  of  the  grounds  on  the  east.  It 
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is  accessible  by  both  cable  and  electric  cars.  Persons  in  the 
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business  part  of  the  city,  wishing  to  visit  the  school,  should 
take  either  a Fifth  avenue  cable  car  going  east,  or  a Duquesne 
electric  car  going  in  the  same  direction,  and,  by  leaving  the 
former  at  Bellefield  avenue,  or  the  latter  at  the  corner  of  Fifth 
avenue  and  Craig  street,  will  be  in  full  sight  of  the  building  ; 
and  visitors  from  East  Liberty  and  vicinity,  should  take  either 
one  of  the  same  lines  of  cars  going  west,  and  alight  at  one  of 
the  points  mentioned. 

The  Institution  is  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the 
State,  anti  pupils  who  are  unable  to  pay  for  their  tuition  or 
contribute  anything  toward  their  support,  are  given  the  full 
benefit  and  privileges  of  the  school  free  of  charge.  All  are 
accorded  the  same  advantages  and  opportunities. 

Pupils  are  admitted  at  any  time  during  the  term,  and 
placed  in  the  classes  and  at  the  work  best  suited  to  their  con- 
dition and  degree  of  mental  development,  and  in  which  the}’ 
can  make  the  most  rapid  progress. 

Parents  and  guardians  are  required  to  supply  their  chil- 
dren with  good,  comfortable  clothing,  of  sufficient  quantity  to 
admit  of  the  necessary  changes  for  washing  and  mending,  and 
to  defray  their  traveling  and  other  incidental  expenses. 

Letters  are  written  once  a month . or  oftener,  if  necessary, 
for  those  who  cannot  write  for  themselves  ; and,  in  case  of  se- 
rious sickness  of  a pupil,  the  parents  or  guardian  will  be  in- 
formed of  the  fact  immediately  by  letter  or  telegram.  It  is 
the  desire  of  the  management  that  the  parents  and  friends  of 
the  pupils  shall  be  kept  well  informed  as  to  their  condition 
and  progress. 

Letters  and  packages  for  the  pupils  should  have  written 
on  them,  besides  the  name  of  the  pupil  addressed,  the  words 
Institution  for  the  Blind , Belief  eld  avenue , Pittsburgh,  Pa., 
to  insure  prompt  delivery. 

The  use  of  tobacco  in  any  form  is  strictly  forbidden,  and 
no  one  using  it,  and  no  one  of  confirmed  immoral  habits,  will 
be  knowingly  received  into  the  Institution . 
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A parent  or  guardian,  who  is  contemplating  the  placing 
of  a blind  child  in  this  Institution,  should  at  once  open  com- 
munication relative  thereto  with  the  Superintendent. 

Blank  forms  of  application  for  admission  will  be  furnished 
at  any  time  by  the  Superintendent,  and  no  pupil  will  be  admit- 
ted to  the  school  until  such  application  has  been  returned,  with 
the  questions  which  it  contains  satisfactorily  answered,  and  it 
has  been  submitted  to  the  Board, of  Directors. 

Information  concerning  the  character  and  purpose  of  the 
Institution,  and  of  the  work  being  done,  will  be  cheerfully 
given  ; and  all  inquiries  about  the  steps  to  be  taken  to  procure 
the  admission  of  pupils,  or  the  management  of  the  school, 
will  1)6  promptly  answered  by  addressing  the  undersigned. 

H.  B.  Jacobs, 

Superinten  den  t. 
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CnMtfiiue  of  Pupils 

IN  ATTENDANCE  THIS  YEAR. 


BOYS. 


No. 

Name. 

When  Admitted. 

Residence. 

1. 

William  H.  Long, 

• Oct.  15, 1890, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

2. 

Frank  C.  Gaston, 

Oct.  16,  1890, 

New  Castle,  Pa. 

3. 

Samuel  W.  Anderson, 

Jan.  19,  1891, 

Braddock,  Pa. 

4. 

William  Shield, 

Sept.  3,  1891, 

Greensburg,  Pa. 

5. 

John  W.  Taylor, 

Sept.  14,  1891, 

Creek  P.  O.,  Pa. 

6. 

Clare  M.  Bell, 

Sept.  22,  1891 , 

Avalon,  Pa. 

7. 

Joseph  Ostander, 

Oct.  6,  1891, 

Woodville,  Pa. 

8. 

Walter  Ryan  Taylor, 

Nov.  27,  1891, 

Clearmont,  Pa. 

9. 

Robert  A.  Clark, 

Feb.  2,  1892, 

Bristol,  Pa. 

10. 

John  Schall, 

April  26,  1892, 

Leechburgh,  Pa. 

11. 

George  Heck, 

Sept.  15,  1892, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

12. 

George  E.  Tapp, 

Oct.  3,  1892, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

13. 

George  Smith  Colvin, 

Jan.  3,  1893, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

14. 

Anthony  Davis, 

April  4,  1893, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

15. 

Edward  Valentine  Minch, 

Oct.  24,  1893, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

16. 

Albert  Standley  Miller, 

Oct.  26,  1893, 

Glade,  Pa. 

17. 

Timothy  McCue, 

Dec.  14,  1893, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

18. 

Charles  0.  McLaughlin, 

April  30,  1894, 

Unit}',  Pa. 

19. 

William  McNally. 

May  1,  1894, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

20. 

Joseph  W.  Shew, 

Sept.  5,  1894, 

Seward,  Pa. 

21. 

Joseph  Palmer, 

Sept.  5,  1894, 

Manito  P.  O , Pa. 

22. 

Marcus  Mahler, 

Sept,  12,  1894, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

23. 

John  H.  Dolan, 

Sept.  27,  1894, 

Sheffield,  Pa. 

24. 

Orlando  Young, 

Feb.  1,  1895, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

25. 

Samuel  Earl  Kephart, 

March  4,  1895, 

Connellsville,  Pa. 

26. 

James  Coyle, 

June  1,  1895, 

Homestead,  Pa. 

27. 

Ernest  Geo.  Scott, 

June  3,  1895, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

28. 

Chas.  A.  Grimes, 

June  4,  1895, 

Taylorstown,  Pa. 

29. 

Henry  R.  Barrows, 

June  6,  1895, 

Washington,  Pa. 

30. 

Edward  M.  Junkins, 

Sept.  4,  1895, 

Seward,  Pa. 

31. 

Chas.  Homer  Gibson, 

Sept,  12,  1895, 

Harrisville,  Pa. 

32. 

William  Painter, 

Sept.  24,  1895, 

Boston,  Pa. 

33. 

Chas.  Russell, 

Mar.  3,  1896. 

Beaver,  Pa. 

N.  B. — James  K.  Huffman,  of  Baden,  Pa.,  a boy  about  17  years  of  age, 
was  admitted  June  the  3d  last.  He  remained  only  a short  time  and  left 
without  permission,  before  the  close  of  the  last  term.  He  has  not  re- 
turned, hence  his  name  does  not  appear  in  the  above  catalogue.  He  can 
see  too  well  to  be  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  the  Institution. 
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GIRLS. 


No. 

Name. 

When  Admitted. 

Residence. 

1. 

Maud  S.  Hays, 

Oct.  15,  1890, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

2 

Grace  E.  Marker, 

Oct.  15,  1890, 

Allegheny,  Pa, 

3. 

Theresa  Kelly, 

Oct.  16,  1»90, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.  • 

4. 

Emma  Cravan, 

Oct.  16,  1890, 

Duff’s  P.  O..  Pa. 

5. 

Amanda  B.  D.  Bey, 

Nov.  11,  1890, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

6. 

Jean  Cowan, 

Dec.  4,  1890, 

Anita,  Pa 

7. 

Mary  A.  Nichols, 

April  30,  1891, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

8. 

Ethel  E.  Crooks, 

April  28,  1892, 

Kendall  Creek,  Pa. 

9. 

Eliza  Johnson, 

Feb.  27,  1893, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

10. 

Mary  Etta  Rebok, 

April  25,  1893, 

Newburg,  Pa. 

11. 

Sada  Bell  Risinger, 

Sept.  6,  1893, 

Sharpsburg,  Pa. 

12. 

Olive  Gibson, 

Oct.  20,  1893, 

Harrisville,  Pa. 

13. 

Agnes  Gilner, 

Oct.  20,  1893, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

14. 

Bertha  May  Johnson, 

Oct.  23,  1893, 

Jeannette,  Pa. 

15. 

Katie  Burke, 

Dec.  7,  1893, 

Altoona,  Pa. 

16. 

Nettie  E.  Barnes, 

April  30,  1894, 

Primrose,  Pa. 

17. 

Eliza  Black, 

June  4,  1894, 

Sharpsburg,  Pa. 

18. 

Jane  Anna  Ferry, 

Sept.  5,  1S94, 

Larimer  Station,  Pa. 

19. 

Jennie  S.  Snyder, 

Sept.  5,  1894, 

Apollo,  Pa. 

20. 

Dessie  Markland, 

Sept.  5,  1894, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

21. 

Lulu  Florence  Trainer, 

Oct.  18,  1894, 

Piolett,  Pa. 

22. 

Martha  Bates, 

June  3,  1895, 

Sharpsburg,  Pa. 

23. 

Rosa  K.  Coulter, 

June  17,  1895, 

Bolivar,  Pa. 

24. 

Mary  Grace  Knap, 

Sept,  4,  1895, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

25. 

Vienna  For  bush, 

Sept,  8,  1895, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

26. 

•Sarah  Elizabeth  Cross, 

Oct.  10,  1895, 

New  Castle,  Pa. 

27. 

Edith  Me.  Smith, 

Nov.  4,  1895, 

Paulton,  Pa. 

28. 

Rebecka  M.  Lloyd, 

Dec.  10,  1895, 

Sharon,  Pa. 

29. 

Margaret  0.  Castor, 

Feb.  24,  1896, 

West  Liberty,  Pa. 

30. 

Hazel  Keefer, 

May  2,  1896, 

Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 

31. 

Pearl  Keefer, 

May  2,  1896, 

Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 

4S 


Bn- Dmis 

for  the 

WmUnx  ^mnsplumxia  Institute  ftirtlie?$Iiud. 


Made  and  adopted  by  the  members  of  the  Corporation,  at 
a general  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  and  held  March  17th, 
1887,  with  such  amendments  as  have  been  made  at  various 
meetings  of  the  Corporation,  including  the  annual  meeting  held 
May  ldth,  1888,  and  at  the  Directors’  meetings. 

BUSINESS. 

1.  The  business  of  this  Corporation  shall  be  managed 
and  conducted  by  a President,  two  Vice-Presidents,  a Board 
of  Directors,  a Clerk  or  Secretary,  a Treasurer,  and  such 
other  Officers,  Agents  and  Committees  as  may  be  appointed 
from  time  to  time  by  the  Directors. 

DIKECTORS. 

2.  The  Directors  shall  be  chosen  annually  by  the 
members  of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  hold  their  offices  until 
others  are  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead. 

The  Directors  shall  be  divided  into  three  classes,  and 
three  of  them  shall  be  elected  for  a term  of  one  year,  three 
for  a term  of  two  years,  and  three  for  a term  of  three  years, 
respectively;  and,  at  all  ensuing  elections  of  said  Corporation, 
the  Corporators  shall  only  elect  the  number  of  Directors 
necessary  to  take  the  place  of  those  whose  term  of  office 
shall  then  expire,  and  such  Directors  shall  then  all  be  chosen 
for  a term  of  three  years. 

ANNUAL  MEETING. 

3.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  for  the 
election  of  Directors  and  the  transaction  of  other  business, 
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shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  in  each  year  succeed- 
ing the  present,  at  the  City'  of  Pittsburgh.  General  meetings 
of  the  members  of  the  Corporation  may  be  called  by  the  Di- 
rectors when  necessary.  Notice  of  all  annual  meetings  shall 
shall  be  published  in  one  newspaper,  at  the  City  of  Pittsburgh, 
at  least  live  days  prior  to  any  such  meeting. 

SECRETARY. 

4.  The  Clerk  or  Secretary  shall  record  all  the  votes  of 
the  Corporation,  and  the  minutes  of  its  transactions,  in  a book 
kept  for  that  purpose. 

TREASURER. 

5.  The  Treasurer  shall  give  bond  in  the  sum  of  $5,000, 
with  such  securities  as  the  Directors  may  require  for  the  faith- 
ful discharge  of  his  duties  ; and  he  shall  keep  the  moneys  of 
the  Corporation  in  a separate  account,  and  shall  report  to  the 
Directors  whenever  required,  and  pay  all  warrants  drawn  by 
the  Executive  Committee. 

PRESIDENT. 

6.  The  President,  or  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  shall 
preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Directors,  and  at  meetings  of 
the  members  of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  have  and  exercise 
all  the  powers  which  ordinarily  belong  to  the  presiding  officer 
of  representative  bodies. 

QUORUM. 

7.  A majority  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation  who 
are  present  at  any  regularly  called  meeting,  shall  lie  competent 
to  transact  business.  Members  may  attend  in  person  or  by 
proxy. 

POWER  OF  DIRECTORS. 

8.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  fill  all  vacancies 
which  may  happen  by  death,  resignation  or  otherwise. 

9.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  make  and  enforce 
all  such  rules  and  orders  as  they  may  deem  reasonable  or  neces- 
sary for  the  management  of  the  affairs  and  business  of  the  Cor- 
poration, and  for  the  government  of  its  agents  and  employes. 
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MEMBERSHIP. 

10.  In  addition  to  the  Corporators  named  in  the  Char- 

ter, members  may  be  admitted  by  the  Corporators  upon  the 
following  terms  : Contributors  of  sums  of  money  or  other 

property  to  the  value  of  $500,  may  be  elected  to  life  member- 
ship ; and  annual  contributors  of  not  less  than  $50  may  be 
elected  to  membership,  but  in  the  latter  case,  such  membership 
shall  terminate  upon  default  of  such  annual  contribution.  All 
members  of  the  Corporation  shall,  during  the  period  of  their 
membership,  be  entitled  to  vote  at  all  general  meetings  of  the 
Corporation. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

11.  The  President  shall,  at  the  organization  of  the 
Board  each  year,  appoint  an  Executive  Committee  consisting 
of  three  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  who  shall  exam- 
ine and  approve  all  bills,  and  when  found  in  order,  issue  war- 
rants for  the  payment  of  the  same  by  the  Treasurer.  All 
bills  must  be  approved  by  the  Executive  Committee,  and  every 
warrant  shall  be  drawn  by  the  Treasurer,  and  countersigned  by 
the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

12.  The  President  shall  appoint  an  Auditing  Committee 
of  three  members,  who  shall  annually  audit  the  accounts  of  the 
Secretary,  Treasurer,  or  other  officers,  and  make  report  thereof 
to  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  also  the  Corporators. 

AMENDMENTS. 

13.  These  By-Laws  may  lie  altered  or  amended  by  a 
two-thirds  vote,  at  any  regular  meeting  of  the  Directors,  pro- 
vided due  notice  has  been  given  at  a previous  meeting,  and 
not  otherwise. 
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Tenth  Annual  Report 


. . .OF. . . 


The  Directors 

OF  THE 

WESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA 


INSTITUTION 

FOR  THE  BLIND, 


Presented  to  the  Corporators 


AT  THEIR 


Annual  Meeting,  May  3,  1897, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


PITTSBURGH  : 
Ml'RDOCH-KERR  PRESS. 


Board  of  Corporators 


Charter  Members. 


"A.  M.  Marshall, 
William  A.  Herron, 

EL.  K.  Porter, 

John  A.  Wood, 

Henry  Holdship, 

Key.  E.  R.  Donehoo, 

*B.  F.  Long, 

John  El.  Ricketson, 

J.  A.  Lippincott.  M.D., 
John  W.  Chalfant, 

A.  M.  Brown, 

George  W.  Dilworth, 

“John 


Morris  H.  Danziger, 
■'William  Thaw, 

Oliver  P.  Scaife, 

Rev.  E.  P.  Cowan,  D.D., 
::'Hon.  Thos.  Ewing, 

L.  H.  Harris,  M.D., 

Rev.  J.  T.  McCrory,  U. I)., 
Charles  J.  Clarke, 

Rev.  John  G.  Brown,  D.D., 
W.  H.  Winslow,  M.D. , 
Samuel  8.  Brown, 

C.  F.  Dean, 

R.  McCune. 


Members  by  Subscription  of  $500.00. 


Charles  Lockhart, 

-“A.  Garrison, 

J.  M.  SCHOONMAKER, 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  Schenley, 

F.  R.  Brunot, 

Mrs.  D.  C.  Phillips, 

4 Mrs.  E.  M.  Bell, 

D.  IJ.  IIostetter, 

Mrs.  Wm.  Thaw, 

S.  S.  Marvin, 

*Dr.  C.  G.  Hussey, 

R.  S. 


Henry  Phipps,  Jr., 

*Jos.  Horne, 

“Mrs.  Mary  Irwin, 

Mrs.  Mary  Thaw  Thompson, 
J.  P.  Hanna, 

Benj.  Thaw, 

Jno.  Walker, 

J.  J.  Yandergrift, 

W.  D.  Wood, 

John  B.  Jackson, 

*Miss  Jane  Holmes, 

Hays. 


*Deceased. 


Directors. 


Wm.  A.  Herron, 
GEORGE  W.  Dilworth, 
H.  K.  Porter, 

J.  M.  ScHOONMAKER, 


Key.  John  G.  Brown,  D.D., 
Dr.  J.  A.  Lippincott, 

A'.  L.  Arrott, 

O.  M.  Edwards, 


Finley  H.  Lloyd. 


Officers. 

Wm.  A.  Herron, 

President. 

Rev.  Jno.  G.  Brown,  D.D., 

First  Vice-President 

George  W.  Dilworth, 

Second  Vice-President 

0.  M.  Edwards, 

- Secretary. 

C.  F.  Dean,  - 

Treasurer. 

Executive  Committee. 

George  AY 

\ Dilworth, 

H.  K. 

Porter, 

Finley 

H.  Lloyd. 

Counselor. 

A.  M.  Brown,  Esq.,  134  Fifth  Avenue. 
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Officers  and  Teachers  of  the  Institution. 


Superintendent. 

H.  1).  Jacobs. 


Teachers  in  the  Literary  Department. 

Miss  O.  H.  J.  Harris,  Miss  Hannah  I.  Houston, 

Miss  Miranda  E.  Benson,  H.  B.  Jacobs, 

M RS.  M.  M.  Craven. 


Teachers  in  the  Musical  Department. 

Miss  Sarah  E.  Taylor,  G.  R.  Broadberry, 

John  Gernert. 


Industrial  Department. 

% 

Miss  Miranda  E.  Benson.  Geo.  Horstman 


Mrs.  M.  M.  Craven, 

Instructors  in  Girls’  Work-Room. 


Household 

Lawrence  Litchfield,  M.D. , 

Attending  Physician. 

Miss  A.  T.  Brownlee, 

Bookkeeper. 

Miss  Amy  J.  Loomis, 


Teacher  of  Piano-Tuning. 

J.  M.  Richard, 

Teacher  of  Broom-Making 


Officers. 

J.  A.  Liprincott,  M.D 

Occulist  and  Special  Physician. 

Mrs.  T.  A.  Jacobs, 

Matron. 

Mrs.  M.  M.  Craven, 

Boys'  Governess. 


Girls’  Governess. 


'PrfftBcdtngs  trf  the  tnccrparattrrs 

AT  THEIR 

c\nnurtl  lUceting,  JlLtg  3d,  1837. 


The  tenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Incorporators  and  Life 
Members  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 
Blind,  duly  summoned  in  accordance  with  the  By-Laws,  was 
held  to-day,  Monday,  May  3d,  at  2 o'clock  P.  M.,  at  the  Insti- 
tution, Belletield  avenue,  Pittsburgh. 

Present,  Rev.  J.  G.  Brown,  D.D.,  Dr.  J.  A.  Lippincott, 
and  Messrs.  Chas.  F.  Dean,  H.  Iv.  Porter  and  Geo.  W.  Dil- 
worth,  members  of  the  Corporation,  and  H.  B.  Jacobs, 
Superintendent. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  was  duly  organized  by  the  election 
of  Mr.  Chas.  F.  Dean  as  President,  and  the  Superintendent  as 
Secretary,  Mr.  O.  M.  Edwards,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  being  unavoidably  absent. 

Upon  the  request  of  the  President,  the  proceedings  were 
opened  with  prayer  by  Dr.  Brown. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting,  held  May  4th, 
1896,  were  read  by  the  Secretary  and  declared  approved. 

The  Secretary  stated  that,  in  compliance  with  the  By- 
Laws,  notice  of  the  meeting  had  been  published  in  the  Pitts- 
burgh Dully  Dispatch , in  three  different  issues  of  the  paper, 
namely,  April  27th  and  29th  and  May  1st;  also,  that  a circu- 
lar notice  of  the  meeting  had  been  sent  to  all  the  Incorporators 
and  Life  Members. 

Mr.  H.  Iv.  Porter  then  arose  and,  in  a manner  expressive 
of  deep  feeling,  announced  the  death  of  Mr.  Archibald  M. 
Marshall,  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  which  occurred 
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at  his  home  in  Allegheny,  on  Wednesday  evening,  April  28th 
ultimo , in  the  83d  year  of  his  age,  and  presented  a copy  of  a 
memorial  relative  thereto,  which  was  prepared  by  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  adopted  by  the 
whole  Board.  On  motion,  it  was  unanimously  accepted  and 
adopted  as  expressing  the  sentiments  of  the  Incorporators,  and 
instruction  was  given  to  record  it  as  a part  of  the  minutes  of 
the  meeting,  and  to  insert  it.  in  due  form  in  the  annual  report. 

The  President  then  called  for  the  annual  reports  of  the 
officers  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  whereupon  the  Superin- 
tendent arose  and  said:  “I  hold  in  my  hand  a report  which 

has  been  prepared  by  request  of  our  late  President. 

About  eight  days  before  the  death  of  Mr.  Marshall,  I 
called  on  him  to  consult  with  him  about  our  approaching 
annual  meeting.  After  considerable  conversation  about  the 
Institution  and  our  work,  in  which  Mr.  Marshall  seemed  to  take 
pleasure  and  evinced  as  much  interest  as  ever,  he  said  that,  owing 
to  his  increasing  infirmities,  he  could  not  prepare  his  annual 
report,  as  he  was  unable  to  attend  to  its  details,  and  requested 
me  to  prepare  it  for  him.  I promised  to  do  so,  and  have  en- 
deavored to  embody  in  this  paper,  as  best  I could,  his  senti- 
ments and  wishes,  as  he  expressed  them  to  me  on  that  and 
former  occasions.  But,  had  I thought  that  Mr.  Marshall's 
end  was  so  near,  I most  certainly  would  have  endeavored 
to  secure  his  signature  to  this  report.” 

By  unanimous  consent  the  Secretary  was  requested  to  read 
the  report,  after  which,  on  motion  offered  by  Dr.  Brown,  it 
was  accepted,  and  ordered  placed  on  file  and  to  be  printed. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  Chas.  F.  Dean, 
was  then  read  and  ordered  to  be  filed  and  printed.  It  shows  a 
balance  of  SI,  137. 08  to  the  credit  of  the  Institution  on  deposit 
in  the  Union  National  bank. 

Owing  to  the  absence  of  Mr.  O.  M.  Edwards,  a report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Directors  was  not  sub- 
mitted. On  motion  offered  by  Mr.  Porter,  it  was  agreed  to 
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request  Mr.  Edwards  to  prepare  a report,  embracing  a sum- 
mary of  such  events  and  proceedings  of  the  Board  during  the 
year  as  may  be  of  interest  to  the  public. 

The  Superintendent  then  read  his  report  of  the  operations 
and  progress  of  the  Institution,  which  was  accepted  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  usual  accompanying  documents. 

The  Secretary  announced  that  the  terms  of  Col.  Wm.  A. 
Herron  and  Dr.  J.  G.  Brown  as  Directors,  expired  with  this 
meeting,  and  that  a vacancy  in  the  Directory,  occasioned  by 
the  death  of  Mr.  Marshall,  existed. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  Incorporators  proceed 
to  the  election  of  three  Directors  to  serve  during  the  ensuing 
three  years. 

Nominations  being  called  for,  Mr.  Dilworth  arose  and 
placed  in  nomination  Col.  W.  A.  Herron  and  Dr.  J.  G. 
Brown  to  succeed  themselves,  and  Mr.  Finley  II.  Lloyd  to  till 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Marshall. 

There  being  no  other  names  presented,  on  motion  of  Dr. 
Brown,  the  nominations  were  closed,  and  the  Chair  appointed 
Mr.  Geo.  W.  Dilworth  teller  of  the  election. 

On  motion,  the  Secretary  was  authorized  to  cast  the  ballot 
for  the  gentlemen  nominated.  In  doing  so,  he  submitted  the 
proxies  of  Col.  J.  M.  Schoonmaker,  Maj.  A.  M.  Brown,  and 
Messrs.  Felix  R.  Brunot,  Jno.  W.  Chalfant,  O.  M.  Edwards, 
Henry  Phipps,  Jr.,  W.  Dewees  Wood,  Charles  Lockhart, 
-John  B.  Jackson,  Samuel  S.  Brown,  Benjamin  Thaw  and 
Charles  J.  Clarke. 

The  teller  announced  that  the  ballot  cast  showed  that  Col. 
Herron,  Dr.  Brown  and  Mr.  Lloyd  had  received  the  unani- 
mous vote  of  the  Incorporators  present  and  the  twelve  proxies 
submitted,  and  the  Chair  declared  them  duly  elected  Directors 
of  the  Institution  for  three  years  from  this  date. 

On  motion  offered  by  Dr.  Brown,  the  Superintendent  was 
instructed  and  authorized  to  compile  and  have  printed,  in 
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pamphlet  form,  1,000  copies  of  the  annual  report,  and  to 
solicit  bids  from  the  leading  printing  establishments  in  the  city 
for  printing  and  binding  the  same. 

He  was  also  instructed  to  make  due  acknowledgment  in 
the  report  of  all  donations,  favors  and  other  tokens  of  kindness 
received  from  friends  of  the  Institution  during  the  .year. 

Messrs.  Geo.  W.  Dilworth  and  0.  M.  Edwards  were  ap- 
pointed a committee  to  audit  the  Treasurer’s  report. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Lippincott,  it  was  unanimously  agreed 
that  the  Directors  shall  meet  at  the  office  of  Mr.  H.  Iv.  Porter, 
on  Friday  afternoon,  the  7th  inst.,  at  I o’clock,  to  reorganize 
the  Board. 

There  being  no  further  business  before  the  Incorporators, 
on  motion,  the  meeting  was  adjourned. 

H.  B.  Jacobs, 

Secretary. 


tribute  to  the  memory  of  mr.  J\.  m.  marshall 


Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  April  30th,  1897. 

At  a special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  called  to- 
day, to  take  action  on  the  deatli  of  Archibald  M.  Marshall,  the 
following  was  adopted: 

For  the  first  time  since  its  organization,  ten  years  ago, 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institu- 
tion for  the  Blind  has  lost  one  of  its  members  by  death.  Full 
of  years  and  service,  A.  M.  Marshall,  our  President,  has  been 
taken  from  us,  within  a week  of  our  annual  meeting.  We  shall 
miss  his  report;  we  shall  miss  his  presence;  but  his  memory 
will  abide.  His  interest  in  this  school  has  been  deep  and 
earnest  from  the  start,  and  he  has  freely  given  to  it  of  thought 
and  time,  and  was  most  efficient  in  securing  to  it  money  for  its 
establishment.  For  ten  years  he  has  been  its  President,  and  he 
has  always  been  keenly  alive  to  its  interests.  The  young  trees 
on  our  grounds  are  of  his  planting,  and  this  is  but  a symbol  of 
his  interest  in  all  its  growth.  In  his  love  for  the  children  in 
our  school,  his  heart  was  as  tender  and  gentle  as  a mother’s. 

This  Board  places  on  record  its  recognition  of  his  devo- 
tion, and  of  the  debt  we  owe  to  him,  whose  only  fitting  dis- 
charge can  be  in  efficiently  carrying  on  the  work  he  has  so 
ably  assisted  in  be°innin<>\ 

We  instruct  our  Sectretary  to  send  a copy  of  this  minute 
to  Mrs.  Harmar  D.  Denny,  his  only  surviving  child,  as  a 
tribute  of  our  respect. 


The  Treat  dent's  TLepnrt. 

Prepared  by  request  of  our  late  President,  Mr.  A.  M. 
Marshall  -See  proceedings  of  Annual  Meeting,  page  6. 

To  the  Incorporators  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  the  Blind: 

Gentlemen — It  is  with  feeling  of  peculiar  interest  and 
intense  satisfaction  that  I present  you  my  report  as  President 
of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  In- 
stitution for  the  Blind,  for  the  year  ending  May  3d,  1897. 

We  assemble  here  to-day  in  our  tenth  annual  meeting  to 
consider  and  take  action  on  such  matters  as  shall  tend  to  pro- 
mote the  benevolent  work  in  which  we  are  engaged.  This 
meeting  marks  an  era  in  the  life  of  our  beloved  Institution, 
and  closes  the  first  decade  of  a work  whose  results  have  been 
highly  satisfactory  and  give  promise  of  an  abundant  fruitage 
in  the  coming  years. 

We  can  scarcely  realize  that  ten  years  have  passed  away, 
since  that  which  records  the  transactions  of  our  initial  meet- 
ing ; and  I deem  it  eminently  proper  on  this  occasion  not  to 
confine  myself  solely  to  a report  of  the  year’s  work  just  clos- 
ing, but  to  take  a survey  of  the  past  decade,  and  note,  briefly, 
the  development  of  an  enterprise  which  enlists  our  most  heart- 
felt sympathies. 

Those  who  were  present  at  our  earlier  annual  meetings, 
will  remember  with  what  anxiety  and  perplexity  we  presented 
plans  and  discussed  methods  of  action  relative  to  the  establish- 
ing of  an  Institution  in  this  city  for  the  benefit  of  the  blind 
youth  of  the  western  part  of  our  State. 

Miss  Holmes  had  made  her  munificent  bequest.  Its  con- 
ditions had  been  met  in  the  pledged  subscriptions  amounting 

(10) 


11 


to  $25,000,  and  even  a little  beyond  these  figures.  Still,  we 
were  uncertain  what  was  the  best  course  to  pursue  with  the 
means  at  our  command.  Later,  Mrs.  Schenley  came  to  our 
assistance,  and  most  generously  gave  us  a guarantee  of  a site 
upon  which  to  erect  our  Institution  buildings.  Then  followed 
the  organization  of  our  school  in  temporary  quarters,  on  Forty- 
second  street,  and  the  great  work  had  its  beginning.  In  due 
time,  Mrs.  Schenley  deeded  to  us  in  fee  simple  the  tract  of 
ground  upon  which  the  Institution  is  located,  which,  from  our 
present  standpoint  and  surroundings,  surpasses  anything  we 
had  reason  to  anticipate.  As  we  thus  briefly  review  the  work 
of  the  past  ten  years,  and  see  its  present  proportions,  Ave  feel 
that  we  have  builded  wisely,  and  Ave  thank  Clod  and  take 
courage. 

I am  glad  to  report  that  since  our  last  annual  meeting  Ave 
have  received,  as  one  of  the  residuary  legatees  of  the  “ Miss 
Jane  Holmes  Estate,”  the  sum  of  $15,000.  This  enabled  us 
to  cancel  a balance  of  an  indebtedness  contracted  in  the  erec- 
tion of  this  building,  and,  also,  left  to  our  credit  in  the  bank 
upwards  of  $4,000. 

I would  again  call  your ' attention  to  the  unfinished  con- 
dition of  the  third  story  of  the  building.  We  have  occupied 
this  building  for  three  years,  and  the  rapidly  groAving  demands 
of  the  school  make  its  completion  a necessity.  I sincerely 
hope  some  plan  which  will  bring  about  this  much  desired  and 
greatly  needed  result,  before  our  next  meeting,  may  be  devised. 

We  all  know  with  Avhat  difficulty  Ave  have  gained  access  to 
the  Institution  building  on  account  of  the  unimproved  condi- 
tion of  Bellefield  aATenue.  The  necessity  of  a good  approach 
became  more  apparent,  when  Ave  considered  that,  if  it  Avas  dif- 
ficult for  us  to  find  a pleasant  and  safe  pathway,  b}r  the  aid  of 
our  sight,  how  much  greater  the  difficulty  for  those  avIio  had  to 
guide  the  uncertain  footsteps  of  those  Avho  walked  without 
sight.  We,  therefore,  have  cause  for  congratulation  that  dur- 
ing the  past  year  Bellefield  avenue  has  been  improved 
throughout  its  entire  length,  which  has  added  much  to  the 
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tion,  and  t lie  grading  of  the  avenue  lias  materially  improved 
the  appearance  of  the  building  and  its  surroundings. 

Permit  me  to  again  call  your  attention  to  a suggestion  I 
made  in  two  former  reports,  namely,  the  advisability  of  taking- 
some  steps  towards  the  accumulation  of  an  endowment  fund 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Institution.  It  seems  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  something  of  this  kind  should  be  done,  in  order  that 
we  may  have  a reserve  fund  upon  which  to  draw,  in  case  of 
any  emergency  which  may  arise,  and  whose  obligations  could 
not  be  met  for  lack  of  the  regular  means  of  supply,  as  a result  of 
the  stringency  of  the  times,  and  its  effect  upon  the  legislative 
appropriations.  The  income  of  such  a fund  would  relieve  us  of 
much  doubt  and  anxiety,  and  place  at  our  command  means 
which  would  enable  us  to  devise  liberally  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  important  work  we  have  assumed,  and  which  should 
never  be  permitted  to  languish  for  want  of  proper  support. 

It  is  sincerely  hoped  that,  notwithstanding  the  depleted 
condition  of  the  finances  of  the  State,  as  reported  by  those  in 
official  position  to  know,  and  the  seeming  difficulty  to  secure 
sufficient  revenue  to  meet  the  annual  expenses,  the  Legislature 
will  see  its  way  clear  to  make  sufficient  appropriation  to  main- 
tain the  Institution,  and  enable  us  to  continue  the  work  of 
instruction.  We  must  not  go  back,  nor  stand  still,  but,  as  I 
expressed  it  in  a paragraph  of  my  last  annual  report,  Forward! 
should  be  our  motto.  And  may  God  in  His  infinite  mercy 
bless  our  efforts. 

Sincerely  yours, 

- ? 

President. 


Airport  of  the  Treasurer. 


Tenth  Annual  Report  of  Chas.  F.  Dean, Treasurer  of  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind,  for  the 
year  ending  April  30th,  1897. 


Balance  on  hand,  May  1st,  1896 $ 222  18 

Received  from  State  Treasurer,  Maintenance $15,507  79 

(<  “ “ “ Furniture,  Repairs  &c  900  17  16,407  96 

“ “ Sale  of  Brooms  Manufactured 208  86 

Subscriptions  paid  during  the  year: 

Estate  of  Jane  Holmes,  deceased 15,000 

J.  R.  McLaughlin 50 

W.  F.  Guffey 10 

J.  IV.  Crooks 30  15,090  00 


Total $31,929  00 

Dish  crm  cm  exts. 

Advance  from  “Permanent  Fund” 

On  account  of  Current  Expenses : 

Salaries  and  wages $7,697  17 

Supplies  4,389  57 

Light  and  Heat  1,345  06 

Interest  and  Insurance 351  25 

Repairs 608  70 

Printing 123  75 

Sundry  expenses 2,276  42  $16,791  92 

Note  paid 11,000  00 

Balance  on  hand,  April  30th,  1897 4,137  08 

Total $31,929  00 


Pittsburgh,  May  1st,  1897. 

This  is  to  certify  that  the  sum  of$4,137.08  stands  to  the  credit  of  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind  on  the  books  of  this  bank, 
at  this  date. 

Union  National  Bank  of  Pittsburg,  Geo.  W.  Paden,  Assistant  Cashier. 

Pittsburgh,  May  20,  1897. 

The  undersigned  committee  appointed  to  audit  the  account  of  C.  F. 
Dean,  Treasurer,  hereby  certify  that  they  have  made  such  examination  and 
find  the  above  account  to  be  correct. 

Geo.  W.  Dilworth, 

O.  M.  Edwards. 


Tiie  Ssrretarg'a  llTprrrt. 

To  the  Incorporators  and  Life  Members  of  the  Western  Penn- 
sylvania Institution  for  the  Blind  : 

Gentlemen — As  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  annual  report,  the  same 
be  ini;'  a brief  statement  of  such  proceedings  of  the  Board 'and 
events  during  the  past  year  as  may  be  of  interest  to  you,  and 
are  deemed  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  thus  collected,  and 
put  in  tangible  form  for  future  reference. 

It  is  a source  of  pleasure  to  be  able  to  state  that  during 
the  year  just  closed,  the  Institution  enjoyed  a season  of  uninter- 
rupted prosperity,  and  I feel  that  I voice  the  sentiments  of 
every  member  of  the  Directory,  when  I say  that  much  pro- 
gress has  been  made  in  our  efforts  to  enlarge  the  scope  of  its 
usefulness,  and  to  have  it  accomplish  the  purposes  for  which  it 
has  been  established. 

The  work  of  the  school  has  been  conducted  in  a judicious 
and  business-like  manner,  and  the  results  achieved  have  been 
such  as  to  greatly  encourage  all  the  friends  and  promoters  of 
the  enterprise.  The  general  health  of  the  household  through- 
out the  year  has  been  excellent ; the  instructors  have  been 
earnest  and  patient  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  and  the 
pupils  have  exhibited  an  interest  in  their  studies  and  work.  A 
detailed  account  of  the  instruction  in  the  several  branches  of 
the  school,  together  with  interesting  information  of  a general 
character,  will  be  found  in  the  Superintendent’s  report. 

The  material  interests  of  the  Institution  have  been  care- 
fully  guarded.  The  Directors  have  been  faithful  in  their  at- 
tendance at  the  regular  monthty  meetings  of  the  Board,  and 
have  carefully  considered  such  measures,  and  devised  such 
plans,  as  were  deemed  necessarv  for  the  advancement  of  this 
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benevolent  enterprise.  The  finances  have  been  judiciously 
and  economically  managed.  While  liberal  provision  has  been 
made  for  the  care  and  comfort  of  the  inmates,  the  current  ex- 
penses of  the  establishment  have  been  kept  within  the  limits 
of  our  annual  income  for  maintenance.  The  Treasurer’s  report 
shows  a balance  to  our  credit  in  bank  of  funds  which  have  come 
to  us  by  donations,  but  which  we  shall  have  to  draw  upon, 
sooner  or  later,  to  meet  necessary  expenses  other  than  those  for 
education  and  support. 

In  the  President’s  report  reference  has  been  made  to  the 
fact  that  during  the  year  we  received,  as  one  of  the  residuary 
legatees  of  the  Miss  Jane  Holmes  Estate,  $15,000  from  the 
last  distribution  of  the  funds  of  that  estate,  made  by  the 
executors.  This  enabled  us  to  cancel  the  balance  of  the  debt 
contracted  to  erect  our  new  buildings,  and  stopped  the  paying 
of  interest,  which  was  rapidly  reducing  the  small  balance  we 
had  on  hand  for  special  purposes. 

While  the  improvement  of  Bellefield  avenue,  which  has 
also  been  referred  to  in  the  President’s  report,  was  in  progress 
last  fall,  a proposition  was  obtained  from  the  contractors  to 
improve,  in  like  manner,  Bayard  street  westward  from  Belle- 
field  avenue  to  a point  beyond  the  front  approach  to  the  Insti- 
tution, a distance  of  sixty  feet.  The  proposition  was  accepted, 
and  Colonel  W.  A.  Herron,  as  agent  for  the  Schenley  estate, 
kindly  consented  to  pay  a due  proportion  of  the  expenses. 
This  was  an  improvement  greatly  needed,  and  to  have  deferred 
it  would  have  been  a mistake. 

Up  until  last  summer,  comparatively  little  had  been  done 
to  improve  the  appearance  of  the  interior  of  the  Institution. 
Most  of  the  walls  remained  bare,  nothing  having  been  done  to 
them  since  the  building  was  first  occupied,  more  than  three 
years  ago,  except  the  usual  washing  down  of  the  soot  and  dust 
that  had  accumulated.  But,  during  the  last  vacation  of  the 
school,  the  appearance  of  the  whole  first  story  was  greatly  im- 
proved. The  ceilings  and  walls  of  the  parlors,  reception 
rooms,  offices,  the  Superintendent’s  dining  room  and  the 
library,  were  all  covered  with  good  paper  of  appropriate  design 
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and  pleasing  colors  ; all  the  ceilings  and  walls  of  the  main 
halls,  the  school  rooms,  the  pupils’  sitting  rooms  and  the 
pupils’  large  dining  room,  were  painted  with  linseed  oil  and 
lead  paint,  in  various  and  soft  tints,  and  the  hardwood  floors  of 
the  halls,  the  pupils’  dining  room  and  bath  rooms,  were  coated 
with  two  good  coats  of  elastic  floor  finish.  When  the  work 
was  finished,  the  whole  story  presented  a very  attractive  and 
pleasing  appearance.  Considering  the  amount  and  character 
of  the  work,  and  the  quality  of  the  materials  used,  these  im- 
provements were  made  at  a very  reasonable  cost.  Other 
minor  improvements  were  made  to  the  buildings  and  grounds. 

The  Board  has  made  application  to  the  present  Legislature 
for  an  appropriation,  per  capita,  for  the  education  and  main- 
tenance of  eighty  four  State  pupils,  for  the  fiscal  year  begin- 
ning June  1st,  1897,  and  for  the  education  and  maintenance  of 
ninety-six  State  pupils,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  1st, 
1898  ; also,  for  a moderate  appropriation  for  repairs,  furniture 
and  school  apparatus,  for  funds  to  pay  for  the  improvement  of 
Bellelield  avenue — 661  feet — and  for  funds  to  complete  the 
third  story  of  the  Institution  building.  It  is  yet  to  be  deter- 
mined with  what  favor  our  bill,  now  pending  before  the  Legis- 
lature, will  be  met. 

I stated  in  my  last  annual  report  that  the  Directors,  at 
their  meeting  in  March  of  last  year,  formally  extended  an 
invitation  to  the  American  Association  of  Instructors  of  the 
Blind,  to  hold  its  fourteenth  biennial  convention  at  this  In- 
stitution. This  was  duly  accepted,  with  thanks,  through  Mr. 
W.  B.  Wait,  of  New  York,  corresponding  secretary  of  the 
Association  and  chairman  of  the  executive  committee. 

Accordingly,  the  convention  assembled  and  held  its  ses- 
sions in  the  chapel  of  our  building,  July  11th,  loth  and  16th, 
1896.  Most  of  the  delegates  and  others  in  attendance  were 
entertained  at  this  Institution,  provision  having  been  made 
for  the  free  entertainment  of  all.  A majority  of  the  institu- 
tions for  the  education  of  the  blind  in  the  United  States  and 
one  from  Ontario,  Canada,  sent  delegates  to  the  convention. 
It  was  a representative  body  of  earnest  and  enthusiastic  labor- 
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ers  in  the  important  and  delicate  work  of  educating  the  blind. 
The  papers  presented  were  carefully  prepared,  and  the  discus- 
sions which  followed  took  a wide  range,  and  much  valuable 
information  was  gathered  by  those  who  were  especially  inter- 
ested in  the  meetings. 

The  daily  papers  of  Pittsburgh  gave  a reasonable  amount 
of  space  to  the  sittings  of  the  convention  and  published  pretty 
full  accounts  of  the  proceedings.  The  following  paragraph 
appeared  in  the  editorial  columns  of  one  of  them  : 

“The  members  of  the  Amei-ican  Association  of  Instructors  of  the 
Blind,  now  in  session  in  Pittsburgh,  are  not  accompanied  by  any  brass 
bands  and  are  having  no  parades  or  fireworks,  but  they  constitute  a great 
gathering  just  the  same.  Their  work  is  of  a character  which  draws  to  it 
men  and  women  of  noble  natures  and  is  in  a large  measure  its  own 
reward.” 

Mr.  H.  Iv.  Porter,  Mr.  George  W.  Dilworth  and  Colonel 
J.  M.  Schoonmaker  were  appointed  a committee  by  the  Board 
of  Directors,  to  arrange  for  an  excursion  of  the  visitors  to 
places  of  interest  in  the  vicinity  of  Pittsburgh.  Through  the 
courtesy  of  Superintendent  Robert  Pitcairn,  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  placed  a special  train  at  their  disposal,  and,  on  the 
second  afternoon  of  the  convention,  escorted  by  the  committee, 
the  guests  and  such  of  their  friends  as  wished  to  accompany 
them,  visited  the  Westinghouse  Air  Brake  Company’s  Works, 
at  Wilmerding,  the  Westinghouse  Electric  Light  Works,  at  East 
Pittsburgh  and  the  Edgar  Thomson  Steel  Works,  at  Brad- 
dock.  The  outing  was  fully  enjoyed  by  all  who  had  part  in  it. 
Many  of  the  delegates  were  strangers  to  Pittsburgh,  and  what 
they  saw  on  this  occasion  was  a surprise  and  a revelation  to 
them.  Their  appreciation  of  the  courtesies  shown  them  while 
here,  is  expressed  in  the  following  resolutions,  which,  before 
the  closing  of  the  last  session  of  the  convention,  were  pre- 
sented by  a Committee  on  Acknowledgment  of  Courtesies, 
and  adopted  by  a rising  vote  : 

“ Resolved , That  the  thanks  of  this  Association  be  and  are  hereby 
extended  to  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  through  Mr.  Robert  Pit- 
cairn, the  superintendent,  for  the  free  use  of  the  train  to  various  points  of 
neirest  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city  ; 
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“And  to  the  managements  of  the  Westinghouse  Air  Brake  Company, 
the  Westinghouse  Electric  Light  Company,  at  Wilmerding,  and  the  Edgar 
Thomson  Bessemer  SteelWorks,  at  Braddoek,  for  great  attention  shown 
us  while  on  a visit  to  those  interesting  places  ; 

“And  to  Messrs.  H.  K.  Porter  and  George  W.  Dilworth,  and  Mayor  H. 
P.  Ford,  for  their  pains  and  courtesy  in  escorting  the  members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation to  points  of  interest,  and  for  other  substantial  favors  received  at  the 
hands  of  these  gentlemen  ; 

“And  to  Mr.  Frederick  Archer,  through  Mr.  H.  K.  Porter,  for  his  cour- 
teous offer  to  favor  the  convention  with  an  organ  recital,  which  lack  of  time 
prevented  their  accepting. 

“ Resolved , That  this  Association  recognizes  the  excellent  work  done 
by  the  press  of  the  city  in  reporting  the  proceedings  of  the  meetings. 

“ Resolved , That  we  heartily  and  thankfully  appreciate  the  generous 
hospitality  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind,  and 
Superintendent  Jacobs,  his  wife,  and  able  corps  of  assistants,  whose  guests 
we  have  been.” 

John  T.  Sibley, 

E.  P.  Church, 

F.  D.  Morrison, 

Committee. 

The  ladies  of  the  convention,  through  Mrs.  Gardner  Fuller, 
of  Batavia,  N.  Y. , presented  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  unanimonsly  adopted  : 

“ Resolved , That  the  ladies  of  this  Association  express  their  sincere 
appreciation  of  the  delicate  courtesy  of  Mr.  II.  K.  Porter  in  the  gift  of 
most  beautiful  roses  sent  to  them  on  this,  the  last  day  of  the  convention  ; 
their  fragrance  and  beauty  will  remain  with  us  as  a reminder  of  his  thought- 
ful kindness  during  the  entire  session.  They  also  desire  to  express  to  Mr. 
Porter  the  thanks  of  the  children  in  attendance,  for  his  kindness  in  remem- 
bering them  with  boxes  of  candy.” 

In  conclusion,  I take  pleasure  in  saying  that  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  have  evinced  a deep  interest  in  the  success 
of  the  Institution,  and  have  always  been  ready  to  encourage 
any  action  that  would  conduce  to  the  comfort  and  welfare  of 
the  children  committed  to  our  care. 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 

O.  VI.  Edwards, 

Secretary. 
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Sttperiufcmilent’s  Hqirrrt 


Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  3,  1S97. 

To  the  Board  of  Director*  : 

Gentlemen — In  the  discharge  of  my  duties,  I have  the 
pleasure  to  submit  my  annual  report  of  the  condition  and 
affairs  of  this  Institution,  the  same  being  for  the  year  ending 
on  this  date. 

Passing  over  many  minor  details  in  connection  with  our 
work,  and  thus  avoiding  a tiresome  narration  of  events  with 
which  you  are  already  familiar,  I have  endeavored  to  coniine 
myself  in  this  report  to  a consideration  of  the  more  important 
features  of  the  operations  of  the  school  during  the  year,  and  to 
a presentation,  in  as  brief  a space  as  possible,  of  such  facts  and 
information  relative  to  the  scope  and  character  of  the  instruc- 
tion given,  and  the  objects  in  view,  as  are  deemed  pertinent  in 
a communication  of  this  kind,  and,  as  will  prove  interesting,  1 
hope,  to  all  friends  of  this  benevolent  enterprise. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  unusual  prosperity  in  this 
Institution.  Indeed,  until  within  the  past  few  days,  we 
seemed  to  have  been  especially  favored.  We  have  had 
much  to  lie  profoundly  thankful  for,  and  but  little  to  complain 
of.  But  the  news  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Marshall,  our  friend 
and  your  honored  President,  which  came  to  us  even  after  the 
notices  callinar  this  annual  meeting  and  bearing  his  name,  were 
sent  out,  has  cast  a shadow  over  the  whole  Institution  and 
saddened  every  heart.  His  kindness  of  heart,  gentleness  of 
manner,  and  the  deep  and  unselfish  interest  he  always  took  in 
the  welfare  of  the  Institution,  endeared  him  to  every  one  con- 
nected with  it,  and  we  all  delighted  to  do  him  honor. 

To  me,  the  death  of  Mr.  Marshall  is  a personal  loss. 
From  my  first  connection  with  this  undertaking,  I always  felt 


that  in  him  I had  a friend  to  whom  I could  go  freely  for 
advice.  During  the  early  days  of  the  Institution,  and  when 
difficulties  arose  in  connection  with  the  erection  of  this  build- 
ing, I always  found  him  a patient  and  interested  listener  to  the 
presentation  of  the  conditions  as  they  existed.  His  counsel 
was  always  safe.  He  always  showed  an  appreciation  of  every 
earnest  effort  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  school,  and 
was  always  ready  to  speak  a word  of  encouragement. 


While  this  Institution  has  enjoyed  a gradual  and  sub- 
stantial growth  from  the  beginning,  at  no  time  has  its  progress 
been  more  marked  than  during  the  year  just  closed;  and,  in 
its  management,  we  have  endeavored  to  keep  pace  with  its 
rapidly  growing  demands,  by  enlarging  the  scope  of  its  work 
to  meet,  as  far  as  possible,  the  new  requirements  as  they  have 
arisen.  We  have  modified  and  improved  some  of  its  features, 
and  have  added  such  new  ones  as  our  facilities  and  the  means  at 
our  disposal  would  permit.  The  work  of  instruction  in  all  the 
departments  of  the  school  has  been  conducted  with  diligence, 
care  and  unremitting  energy,  and  the  results  achieved  have 
been  gratifying.  The  school  has  been  properly  graded,  and, 
as  new  pupils  enter,  they  are  placed  in  the  classes  in  which  they 
are  best  prepared  to  begin  work.  As  they  progress  and  show 
capacity  and  aptitude,  they  are  promoted  to  higher  grades.  In 
this  way,  they  are  encouraged  and  prompted  to  earnest  effort. 


Keeping  steadily  in  view  the  philanthropic  purposes  of  the 
Institution,  we  have  endeavored  to  extend  gradually  its  sphere 
of  usefulness,  so  that  in  time,  it  shall  accomplish,  in  full 
measure,  the  mission  for  which  it  has  been  established,  namely, 
the  care  and  education  of  the  blind  children  in  the  western  part 
of  our  State.  The  importance  of  the  work  and  the  necessity 
for  an  Institution  of  this  kind  in  Western  Pennsylvania, 
become  more  and  more  apparent  as  time  goes  on,  and  we  get 
fuller  knowledge  of  the  needs  in  this  regard  of  the  territory, 
for  whose  blind  children  this  school  is  intended  to  furnish  edu- 


cational  advantages.  When  we  consider  the  condition  of  many 
of  the  pupils  that  have  been  placed  under  our  care,  some  at 
nearly  adult  age,  who  had  never  been  under  discipline  or  sys- 
tematic training  before,  and,  consequently,  were  in  a pitable 
state  of  ignorance  and  dependence;  and  others  quite  young, 
whose  parents  would  never  have  consented  to  send  them  a long 
distance  from  home  to  school,  and  note  the  great  benefit  the 
training  they  have  already  received  has  been  to  all  of  them; 
and  then,  too,  consider  that  there  are  many  others  in  a similar 
condition  in  this  part  of  the  State,  who  have  not  yet  been 
reached,  the  wonder  grows  that  this  work  was  not  begun, 
either  by  the  State,  or  by  private  or  corporate  endeavor,  long- 
before  this  Institution  was  founded. 

But  now,  since  we  have  a school  for  this  special  purpose 
here,  founded  through  the  beneficence  of  the  charitable  people 
of  this  community,  ample  provision  should  be  made  to  enable 
it  to  carry  on  its  work  in  the  most  effective  manner,  and  to 
develop  it  into  one  of  the  most  efficient  educational  Institutions 
for  the  blind  in  this  country,  so  that  it  may  meet  fully  all  the 
requirements  of  a school  of  this  character,  in  this  section  of  our 
State.  First,  the  State,  not  as  a charity  but  as  a duty,  should 
render  the  necessary  aid  to  accomplish  these  results.  But,  if 
it  should  fail  in  its  duty  in  this  regard,  then,  through  the 
promptings  of  the  feelings  of  humanity,  private  individuals 
should  come  to  the  support  of  the  Institution,  that  its  work  may 
progress.  For,  let  it  be  remembered,  that,  as  a matter  of  fact, 
as  a rule,  blind  people  who  have  received  a liberal  and  practi- 
cal education,  are  not  mendicants,  and  are  not  seen  on  the  street 
corners  asking  alms  ; but  they  manage,  by  honest  and  earnest 
efforts,  to  make  a living.  Hence,  upon  the  basis  of  wise 
political  economy,  if  from  no  higher  motive,  an  enterprise  of 
this  kind  is  deserving,  and  should  receive,  the  encouragement 
and  support  of  all  who  seek  the  good  of  the  whole  community. 

THE  SESSIONS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 

The  last  term  of  the  school  closed  on  Tuesday,  June  23d, 
1896,  after  a continuous  session  of  forty-two  weeks,  which  was 


interrupted  only  by  a brief  vacation  during  the  Christmas  holi- 
days. At  the  earnest  solicitation  of  parents  and  friends  of  the 
pupils,  most  of  them  were  permitted  to  spend  this  short  vaca- 
tion at  their  homes. 

There  were  68  pupils  enrolled  during  the  term.  Of  these,  36 
were  boys  and  32  girls.  The  number  of  new  pupils  admitted  was 
16 — 7 boys  and  9 girls.  While  most  of  the  new  pupils  are 
young  and  of  a proper  age  to  commence  school  work,  three  of 
the  boys  were  well  advanced  in  their  teens,  and  were  lacking  in 
mental  discipline  and  courage.  It  was  difficult  to  arouse  in  them 
an  interest  in  study,  school  work  was  irksome  to  them,  and  at 
the  close  of  the  term  they  permanently  withdrew. 

A closing  entertainment  was  given  by  the  school  in  the 
chapel,  on  Monday  evening,  June  22d  last,  in  the  presence  of 
an  audience  that  not  only  tilled  the  hall  to  its  utmost  capacity, 
but  also  the  corridors  surrounding  it.  Many  turned  away 
because  they  were  unable  to  gain  admittance. 

An  interesting  and  attractive  programme,  consisting  of  a 
pleasing  variety  of  literary  and  musical  numbers,  was  presented. 
The  numbers  were  carefully  selected  and  arranged  with  a view 
to  fairly  exhibit  the  progress  and  attainments  of  as  many 
pupils  as  possible  in  these  departments  of  study.  They  were 
all  well  rendered,  and  the  large  audience  manifested  its  appre- 
ciation of  the  exercises  by  hearty  applause. 

The  programme  is  here  appended: 


f’rrrqramme 


PART  1. 

March — “The  Old  Guard” Fr.  Lane 

School  Orc h est r a . 

Invocation. 

Chorus — “Hunting  Song” 1.  .7.  F. 

School. 


Brier  Address Frank  C.  Gaston 

Piano  Solo — “On  Blooming  Meadows” Tulin  Rive  King 

Eliza  Johnson. 

Short  f “.Johnny’s  Advice” Master  Orlando  Young 

Recitations  \ “Just  Me” Master  Harold  Guy  Nickeson 

Vocal  Solo — “My  First  Music  Lesson” Will  L.  Thompson. 

Bessie  Markland. 

Schottische — “The  Favorite” C.  Frank 

Orchestra. 

Quartette  (Juveniles ) — “Lazy  John” Lamartine. 

Mary  Etta  Rerok,  Jennie  Snyder. 

Willie  McNally  and  Earl  Kephart. 

p / “Getting  Acquainted” Master  Homer  Gibson 

\ “Why  Am  I so  Bad  ?” Master  Ernest  Scott 

Trio,  (Pianos) — “Polonaise” L.  Streabbog 

Ethel  Crooks,  Bertha  Johnson  and  Harry  Barrows. 

Quartette — “Good  Night,  Beloved” Pimuti 

Misses  M.  E.  Benson  and  Grace  Marker, 

JosEun  Palmer  and  John  Taylor. 


Calisthenic  Drill — Dumb  Belt 


Juvenile  Class 
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PART  II. 

Orchestra — “If  the  Waters  Could  Speak  as  They  Flow.” 

Chas.  Graham 


Short  Recitations 


“Baby’s  First  Tooth” Edith  Smith 

“Small  Oaks” Mary  Grace  Knap 


Piano  Solo — “Snow  Flakes” R.  A.  Newland 

Joseph  Ostander. 

Duet — “Two  Merry  Girls” S.  Glover 

Misses  M.  E.  Benson  and  Jean  Cowan. 

Trio — “The  Village  Maiden” Maywood 

Voice — Will  Shields;  Guitar — Jean  Cowan; 

Flute — Grace  Marker. 

Quartette  (Double) — “Medley” C.  .1.  While. 

Male  Voices. 


Violin  Trio,  with  Guitar  Accompaniment, 

Will  H.  Long,  Joe  Shew  and  Joe  Ostander. 

Brief  Dialogue — “About  an  Epilogue” 

Bertha  Johnson  and  George  Smith  Colvin. 


Piano  Quartette— “March  de’InauguratiOn” 

Bern  Boekelman. 

Blanche  Bey,  Grace  Marker,  Will  H.  Long 
and  Robert  Clarice. 


Chorus  — “Return  of  Spring” 


Kalliwocla. 


School. 
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The  current  term  of  the  Institution  was  commenced  under 
favorable  auspices,  on  Wednesday  morning,  the  2d  day  of  Sep- 
tember last. 

The  total  number  of  pupils  enrolled  during  the  term  up  to 
this  date  is  72 — 36  boys  and  36  girls.  Of  these,  12 — 7 boys 
and  5 girls — are  new  pupils. 

I have  been  in  correspondence  with  the  parents  and  friends 
of  a number  of  blind  children  in  our  section  of  the  State,  who 
have  been  anxious  to  gain  fuller  information  regarding  the  aims 
of  the  Institution  and  the  character  of  the  instruction  given. 
Although  formal  applications  for  the  admission  of  these  chil- 
dren have  not  yet  been  made,  it  is  quite  probable  that  steps 
will  be  taken  to  place  some  of  them  in  the  school  before  the 
close  of  this  term. 

Unfortunately,  the  parents  of  many  blind  children  are 
loth  to  send  them  away  from  home  to  school,  and  hesitate  too 
long  to  place  them  under  proper  training.  Their  sympathy 
and  parental  affection  seem  to  cloud  their  better  judgment  and 
sense  of  duty  in  the  matter  of  education.  They  fail  to  realize 
that  the  future  welfare  of  the  child  depends  largely  upon  its 
being  placed  early  under  systematic  training  and  discipline. 
Consequently,  too  many  blind  children  are  kept  at  home  with- 
out instruction,  spending  their  time  in  an  aimless  way,  until 
they  reach  an  age  at  which  it  is  difficult  to  awaken  in  them  an 
interest  in  study.  As  might  naturally  be  supposed,  such 
children  become  indolent,  dependent  and  careless,  and  acquire 
habits  that  are  difficult  to  correct  when  they  are  ffnally  placed 
in  school.  Of  course,  such  pupils  can  hardly  be  expected  to 
appreciate  the  value  of  an  education.  They  are  usually  childish 
in  manners  and  lacking  in  application.  The  best  we  can  do 
for  them,  is  to  try  to  instruct  them  in  the  rudiments  of  a few 
useful  branches  of  learning,  then  place  them  in  the  industrial 
department  of  the  Institution,  and  find  something  for  their 
hands  to  do. 

This  seems  to  be  one  of  the  principal  difficulties  we  have 
to  contend  with  in  our  efforts  to  benefit  this  class  of  children. 
Possibly,  in  the  course  of  time,  as  information  regarding  the 
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real  character  and  purposes  of  the  Institution  is  disseminated, 
and  parents  become  better  acquainted  with  our  methods  of 
management,  they  will  be  more  willing  to  place  their  children 
in  school. 

The  hope  of  the  Institution  is  in  our  younger  pupils.  The 
brightest,  most  active  and  most  energetic  members  of  the 
school  are  those  who  came  to  us  early.  The  result  of  our 
efforts  and  the  benefits  of  our  system  of  training,  are  seen  in 
the  development  of  those  who  have  been  longest  under  our 
instruction. 

The  pupils  in  attendance  during  the  current  term  of  the 
school,  have  come  from  the  following  eighteen  counties  in  the 
western  part  of  the  Commonwealth  : 


BOVS. 


1.  Allegheny 20 

2.  Armstrong 

3.  Beaver 2 

4.  Blair... 

5.  Bucks 1 

6.  Butler 1 

7.  Clarion 

8.  Cumberland 

9.  Fayette 1 

10.  Indiana 

11.  Jefferson 

12.  Lawrence 1 

13.  McKean 

14.  Mercer 2 

15.  Somerset 1 

16.  Washington 3 

17.  Warren 1 

18.  Westmoreland...  3 

Total 36 


GIRLS. 
16  . 

1 . 

2 . 
1 

3 . 
1 . 
1 . 

1 

1 . 
1 . 
1 . 
1 . 
1 . 
1 

4 . 


TOTAL. 

36 

1 

4 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

. 2 

1 

3 
2 

4 
1 
7 


36 


72 


These  figures  show  that  of  the  seventy-two  pupils  regis- 
tered, thirty-six — just  half  of  the  whole  number — have  come 
from  Allegheny  county.  There  are,  no  doubt,  from  ten  to 
fifteen  more  blind  children  of  school  age  in  the  county,  making 
a total  of  from  forty-five  to  fifty.  Assuming  that  the  popu- 
lation of  Allegheny  county  is  600,000,  and  taking  these  figures 
as  a basis  of  computation,  it  is  fair  to  assume  that  there  are,  at 


this  time,  upwards  of  180  blind  children  in  the  western  part  of 
our  State,  who  ought  to'  be  in  school  and  under  instruction. 
Many  of  them,  no  doubt,  sooner  or  later,  will  be  asking  for 
admission  to  this  Institution,  and,  the  necessary  provisions 
should  be  made  for  their  accommodation.  Thus,  we  are  able 
to  get  a pretty  correct  idea  of  the  possibilities  of  the  future 
growth  of  the  school,  and  the  magnitude  of  the  work  it  will  be 
called  upon  to  perform.  With  these  facts  before  us,  we  are 
almost  led  to  feel  that  our  work  has  only  just  begun. 

It  is  true,  the  large  attendance  of  pupils  from  Allegheny 
county,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  location  of  the  Institution  in 
this  city.  Being  easy  of  access,  the  parents  of  these  pupils 
have  been  more  willing  to  permit  them  to  enter  school  than 
many  of  them  would  have  been,  had  the  Institution  been 
farther  removed  from  their  homes.  However,  this  should  only 
lead  us  to  take  a broader  view  of  the  aims  and  purposes  of 
the  organization,  and  to  recognize  the  fact,  that  there  are  many 
other  blind  children  in  Western  Pennsylvania  who  are  not 
receiving  any  benefit  from  it,  and  that  all  such  should  be 
brought  under  its  influence  and  discipline.  The  public  schools 
are  supposed  to  furnish  advantages  for  acquiring  a good  edu- 
cation for  every  seeing  child  of  proper  age,  and  capable  of 
receiving  instruction,  in  the  State,  that  it  may  grow  to  be  a 
useful  citizen.  Why  should  not  the  same  facilties,  with  the 
additional  provisions  made  necessary,  because  of  their  affliction, 
be  furnished  the  blind  children?  The  State  will  not  have  per- 
formed her  whole  duty  to  these  children  until  this  is  done. 
This  work  should  not  be  left  wholly  to  private  charity  or  cor- 
porate effort. 


STATISTICS. 


The  changes  in  attendance  during  the  last  and  the  cur- 
rent terms  are  shown  by  the  following  figures  : 

BOYS.  GIRLS.  TOTAL. 


Total  number  enrolled  at  date  of  last  report 33  31  64 

Number  of  new  pupils  admitted  later 3 1 4 

Total  number  enrolled  during  last  term ..  36  32  68 

Number  died 1 1 

Number  withdrawn  for  various  causes 7 7 

Number  of  former  pupils  enrolled  during  current  term  . 29  31  60 

Number  of  new  pupils  admitted 7 5 12 

Total  number  enrolled  to  date  this  term 36  36  72 

Total  number  of  pupils  enrolled  since  the  organization..  49  47  96 


INSTRUCTION. 

The  instruction  in  all  the  departments  of  the  school — 
Literary,  Musical  and  Industrial — has  been  conducted  with 
commendable  earnestness  and  care,  and  with  a view  to  make  it  as 
practical  and  useful  as  possible.  A careful  classification  of  the 
work  has  been  made,  and  the  course  of  training  has  been 
arranged  with  due  regard  to  the  condition,  mental  capacity 
and  natural  aptitude  of  the  pupils,  that  the  needs  of  all  may 
be  met  in  the  best  manner,  and  the  individual  pupil  receive 
the  full  measure  of  benefit  designed  by  our  course  of  instruc- 
tion. By  constant  oversight,  all  danger  from  over-exertion  or 
misdirected  efforts  is  avoided. 

We  have  adopted  and  put  into  practice  such  methods  of 
training  and  discipline  as  experience  and  observation  have  led 
us  to  feel  are  the  best  adapted  to  Institutions  of  this  kind.  The 
whole  management  has  been  conducted  along  the  line  of  the 
most  advanced  thought  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  care  and 
education  of  the  blind,  and  the  evidence  of  the  successful 
operation  of  our  system  of  training  is  seen  in  the  advancement 
and  marked  improvement,  in  every  particular,  of  our  - pupils, 
and  in  the  condition  and  progress  of  the  whole  school.  That  much 
good  work  has  been  accomplished  no  one,  we  think,  who  is  in 
touch  with  benevolent  undertakings  of  this  kind,  and  is  capable 


of  judging,  will  doubt.  But  whatever  may  have  been  our 
achievements  hitherto,  we  still  feel  that  there  is  yet  much  to  be 
done  to  advance  the  Institution  to  the  high  plane  of  efficiency 
that  we  are  anxious  to  have  it  occupy.  However,  we  must  not 
overlook  the  fact,  that  the  system  of  instruction  of  an  estab- 
lishment of  this  kind,-  like  that  of  all  other  educational  institu- 
tions, does  not  reach  perfection  in  a brief  period,  or  by  a 
single  effort,  but  it  is  essentially  a matter  of  gradual  growth 
and  development.  It  must  be  modified  and  amplified  to  meet 
the  ever  changing  conditions  as  they  occur,  and  the  varied 
demands  as  they  arise. 

In  order  that  the  work  of  instruction  may  be  continued 
satisfactorily,  the  third  story  of  the  building  should  be  finished 
at  as  early  a date  as  the  circumstances  will  permit,  so  that  we 
may  have  the  use  of  certain  apartments  which  are  now  used 
for  dormitories,  but  which  were  originally  designed  for  school 
purposes. 

This  is  made  necessary  by  the  increased  number  of  pupils 
in  attendance,  and  other  daily  demands  of  the  school.  Secondly, 
the  Institution  should  be  furnished  throughout  with  the  most 
modern  appliances  for  doing  such  work. 

LITERARY  DEPARTMENT. 

W e have  always  regarded  instruction  in  literary  branches 
as  the  most  important  part  of  our  system  of  training,  and  it  is 
a pleasure  to  state  that  the  operations  of  this  department  have 
been  conducted  in  the  most  effective  and  efficient  manner.  It 
constitutes,  without  question,  the  basis  of  all  our  Institution 
work,  and  hence,  we  aim  to  impress  upon  all  connected  with 
the  school,  who  have  anything  to  do  with  the  moulding  of  the 
character  and  habits  of  the  pupils,  high  ideas  of  its  importance 
and  value,  that  there  may  be  a united  and  harmonious  effort  for 
the  attainment  of  the  best  results. 

In  this  department  is  afforded  the  most  favorable  oppor- 
tunities for  developing  the  powers  of  attention  and  concentra- 
tion of  thought,  and  for  cultivating  habits  of  industry,  perse- 
verance and  care.  The  teachers  have  kept  abreast  of  the  times, 
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and,  in  imparting  instruction,  they  have  followed  the  best  and 
most  practical  ideas  on  matters  of  education.  The  methods 
employed  are  rational,  and  tend  to  stimulate  the  mind  to  the 
highest  mental  activity,  and  inspire  the  pupils  to  earnest  effort 
for  self-improvement.  They  are  entirely  free  from  all 
mechanical  routine,  and  the  mere  memorizing:  and  reciting  of 
the  contents  of  books  and  meaningless  definitions  and  rules, 
which  have  little  energizing  effects  upon  the  student. 

Our  great  aim  in  all  this  work  is  to  cultivate  mind,  and 
develop  men  and  women  of  character,  thought  and  noble  pur- 
pose. Such  have  hope  and  possess  higher  aims  of  life.  They 
have  a sense  of  responsibility  and  duty,  and  a desire  to  care  for 
themselves  and  be  independent.  Evidently,  the  institution  that 
succeeds  in  cultivating  these  qualities  to  the  highest  degree,  is 
(he  one  that  obtains  the  greatest  measure  of  success. 

The  course  of  study  embraces  Reading  in  Line  type  and 
Point  print,  writing  script  with  a pencil,  writing  the  New  York 
Point,  Typewriting,  Orthography,  Memorizing,  Declamation, 
Arithmetic,  Grammar,  Etymology,  Geography,  Algebra,  His- 
tory (both  United  States  and  General),  Physiology  and  Hygiene, 
Physical  Geography,  Natural  Philosophy,  Rhetoric,  Geometry, 
Chemistry,  Mental  Philosophy,  English  Literature  and  Civil 
Government. 

A class  of  six  pupils — three  males  and  three  females — will 
have  completed  this  course  of  study  at  the  close  of  the  current 
term  of  the  school  in  a manner  creditable  to  their  teachers  and 
themselves,  as  has  been  shown  by  the  examinations  to  which 
they  have  been  subjected  at  each  successive  stage  of  their 
progress,  and  will  graduate  from  the  Institution. 

MUSICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

During  the  past  year  an  earnest  effort  has  been  made  to 
improve  and  strengthen  the  work  in  the  several  branches  of 
this  department,  and  no  effort  or  means  at  our  disposal  have 
been  spared  to  accomplish  that  end. 

The  object  of  this  department  is  to  promote  the  study  of 
music,  both  for  its  practical  benefits  and  as  an  accomplish- 
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ment.  The  practical  benefits  of  the  instruction  in  music  to  the 
blind,  are  seen  in  the  opportunities  to  find  congenial  and  lucra- 
tive employment,  which  it  affords  to  those  who  have  taste  and 
aptitude  to  acquire  proficiency  in  one  or  more  of  its  branches; 
while  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  it  as  an  accomplishment, 
are  noted  in  the  fact,  that  no  acquisition,  other  than  literary 
attainments,  serves  so  well  to  bring  a blind  person  into  social 
contact  with  the  community  in  which  he  or  she  lives.  Then, 
too,  because  of  its  refining,  ennobling  and  elevating  influences, 
music  is  given  due  importance  and  a prominent  place  in  our 
plan  of  education,  and  all  our  pupils  are  given  an  opportunity 
to  obtain  such  knowledge  of  it  as  they  are  capable  of  acquiring. 
While  it  must  not  be  supposed  that  every  blind  child  is 
especially  endowed  with  musical  talent  (a  mistaken  idea  that 
largely  prevails),  still,  whatever  may  be  the  attainments 
acquired  in  music  by  any  one,  serves  to  make  the  life  of  the 
possessor  more  cheerful  and  happy.  It  is  the  bright  and 
{esthetic  part  of  a blind  person's  education.  To  those  who  are 
capable  of  reaching  only  mediocre  attainments,  it  gives  em- 
ployment to  leisure  in  a delightful  pursuit,  and  thus  diverts 
their  attention  from  their  misfortune;  and  for  those  who  have 
talent  and  aptitude  for  higher  acquisitions,  it  furnishes  an 
avocation  by  which  to  earn  an  independent  living. 

The  instruction  in  this  department  during  the  year  has 
been  conducted  on  a more  liberal  and  intelligent  basis  than 
heretofore,  and  the  pupils  have  been  led  into  a fuller  and  more 
comprehensive  knowledge  of  music  as  an  educational  force. 
They  have  engaged  in  this  work  with  earnestness  and  pleasure, 
and  have  made  good  progress. 

To  give  variety  and  add  interest  to  this  branch  of 
training,  we  last  fall  employed  Mr.  John  Gernert  to 
take  the  direction  of  our  orchestra  composed  of  boys.  Mr. 
Gernert’s  reputation  as  a director  of  this  kind  of  instrumental 
music,  is  well  known  in  this  city,  and  was  a guarantee  of  suc- 
cessful instruction  from  the  beMnnino;.  His  mastery  of  the 
work  has  stimulated  his  pupils  to  earnest  efforts,  and  their  ad- 
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instruction  to  three  of  our  older  girls  on  small  stringed  instru- 
ments — one  on  the  guitar  and  two  on  the  mandolin.  These 
exercises  and  the  practice  required  are  regarded  by  the  pupils 
as  pleasant  recreations,  rather  than  a task. 

The  success  of  this  work,  since  it  has  been  under  system- 
atic direction,  has  encouraged  us  to  make  an  effort  to  extend 
its  scope.  We  shall  add  more  pupils  to  the  classes,  give  in- 
struction to  some  of  the  larger  girls  on  the  violin,  and,  finally, 
unite  the  classes,  so  that  we  may  have  an  orchestra  of  a con- 
siderable number  of  pieces,  composed  of  both  boys  and  girls. 

In  order  still  further  to  strengthen  the  work  of  this  de- 
partment, and  improve  the  singing  of  the  whole  school,  we 
employed  on  the  first  of  January  last,  Mr.  Gilden  R.  Broad- 
berry  to  give  instruction  in  vocal  culture.  Mr.  Broadberry 
has  had  wide  and  varied  experience  in  this  branch  of  musical 
training,  and  is  a careful  and  conscientious  teacher.  He  gives 
instruction  in  a spirited  and  scientific  manner,  and  its  beneficial 
results  have  already  been  felt  on  the  school.  Although  the 
time  for  which  he  is  employed  (four  hours  each  week)  is 
limited,  too  short,  indeed,  to  do  the  work  that  should  be  done, 
he  has  succeeded  in  awakening  an  enthusiastic  interest  in 
music  among  the  pupils  under  his  instruction,  and  their  prog- 
ress has  been  quite  satisfactory. 

Here,  too,  the  results  in  the  course  of  the  year,  have 
been  such  as  to  encourage  us  to  give  more  time  and  attention 
to  this  part  of  musical  culture.  It  has  been  demonstrated 
that  a number  of  our  pupils  possess  good  natural  voices 
which,  under  careful  and  scientific  training,  would,  no  doubt, 
expand  in  compass,  and  develop  in  volume  and  melody.  We 
expect  to  arrange  to  give  these  pupils  specialtraining  in  chorus 
and  part  singing. 

PIANO-TUNING. 

Special  efforts  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  extend 
and  improve  the  instruction  given  in  the  art  of  tuning  and 
repairing  piano-fortes.  To  this  end,  early  last  fall,  we  em- 
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ployed  Mr.  George  Horstman,  a practical  tuner  of  pianos,  to 
take  charge  of  this  work.  Since  then,  a more  thorough  and 
systematic  method  of  instruction  in  this  department  has  been 
adopted.  Mr.  Horstman  has  had  much  experience  in  piano 
factories  and  musical  establishments,  and  thoroughly  under- 
stands the  mechanism  of  the  different  kinds  of  pianos.  His 
instruction  is  not  limited  to  a mere  theoretical  knowledge  of 
the  art  of  tuning,  but  he  aims  to  give  his  students  a thorough 
understanding  of  the  composition,  arrangement  and  use  of  the 
various  parts  of  the  actions  of  the  several  kinds  of  pianos, 
and  to  train  them  in  the  use  of  tools  and  to  make  repairs.  He 
is  devoted  to  his  work  and  has  taken  a deep  interest  in  the  prog- 
ress of  his  pupils. 

Mr.  Horstman  takes  an  intelligent  and  comprehensive 
view  of  the  practical  benefits  to  be  derived  from  this  branch 
of  instruction.  He  feels  that,  if  pupils  are  carefully  and 
thoroughly  trained  in  this  work,  and  are  gentlemanly  in  con- 
duct and  exemplary  in  habits,  they  are  well  prepared  to  go 
forth  and  earn  their  own  living.  Seven  of  our  largest  boys 
have  been  regularly  under  his  tuition,  and  they  feel  that  they 
have  been  favored  in  having  so  capable  an  instructor. 

We  wish  to  express  here  our  sincere  thanks  to  several 
leading  music  houses  in  this  city,  for  gratuitously  placing  in 
our  tuning  rooms  a number  of  old  pianos  for  the  use  of  the 
pupils  in  prosecuting  this  work. 

INDUSTRIAL  DEPARTMENT. 

We  have  endeavored  to  present,  in  one  phrasing  or  another, 
in  previous  reports,  the  fact  that  no  system  for  the  general 
education  of  the  blind,  that  is  not  so  planned  as  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  individual  pupil,  is  complete,  and  in  line 
with  this  thought,  we  have  maintained  that  a well-organized 
and  a well-managed  department  for  training  in  industrial  pur- 
suits, is  an  indispensable  part  of  the  work  of  an  institution  of 
this  kind. 

Although  we  attach  much  importance  to  the  instruction 
given  in  literary  branches  and  to  musical  culture,  still  the  fact 
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remains  that  there  is  a large  percentage  of  our  pupils,  as  in  all 
institutions  for  the  blind,  who  are  physically  and  mentally  in- 
capacitated to  acquire  more  than  a rudimental  knowledge  of 
these  branches  of  an  education,  if  even  so  much  as  that,  and 
the  best  we  can  do  with  such  is  to  place  them  in  the  industrial 
department,  and  teach  them  some  useful  trade,  by  which  they 
may  become  helpful  to  themselves  and  useful  to  their  friends. 
Then,  too,  for  all  our  pupils,  some  manual  training — training 
of  the  hands  in  trades  and  in  the  careful  use  of  tools — is  neces- 
sary for  their  full  development  and  to  complete  their  educa- 
tion. 

For  obvious  reasons  the  avenues  for  successful  employ- 
ment open  to  the  blind  are  limited,  and  hence,  what  they  are 
capable  of  doing  they  ought  to  be  taught  to  do  well,  so  that 
they  may  be  able  to  compete  fairly  with  the  seeing  in  their 
special  lines  of  work.  Therefore,  care  should  be  taken  to  as- 
sign such  studies  and  work  to  the  pupils  as  are  best  suited  to 
their  physical  condition  and  degree  of  development,  and  in 
which  they  can  make  the  most  rapid  progress. 

The  instruction  in  both  branches  of  this  department — 
the  Boys’  Workshop  and  the  Girls’  Work-room — has  been  con- 
ducted with  zeal  and  thoroughness.  The  teachers  are  compe- 
tent and  faithful,  and  have  done  much  to  stimulate  the  pupils 
to  earnest  activity  in  this  work. 

THE  GIRLS’  WORK-ROOM. 

All  the  girls  and  all  the  small  boys  spend  a part  of  each 
school  day  in  this  room.  The  older  girls  are  taught  to  sew, 
both  by  hand  and  with  a machine,  to  knit,  darn  and  crochet, 
and  to  make  a variety  of  useful  and  fancy  articles  of  worsted, 
yarn  and  thread,  which  are  always  salable,  and  hence,  afford  a 
source  of  pleasant  and  profitable  employment.  They  have 
also  been  taught  to  make  dresses,  waists  and  other  articles  of 
wearing  apparel,  the  workmanship  of  some  of  which,  would  do 
credit  to  people  of  good  sight ; and  besides,  they  hem  all  the 
linens  used  in  the  Institution.  Our  aim  is  to  give  the  girls  of 
the  school  such  training  as  will  make  them  helpful  and  useful 
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in  their  homes,  and  it  is  remarkable  to  what  degree  this  can  he 
done,  when  the  girls  are  given  a fair  chance,  and  are  properl}' 
encouraged  by  their  friends. 

Some  of  the  younger  girls  are  also  taught  to  sew  with 
the  needle,  to  knit  and  crochet,  in  all  of  which  they  have 
made  excellent  progress  ; and  all  the  rest,  with  the  small  boys, 
are  taught  how  to  make  many  articles  of  various  sizes  and 
shapes,  of  beads  and  wire.  This  latter  employment,  besides 
being  an  attractive  method  of  object  teaching,  is  valuable  for 
the  hand  training  it  gives  the  young  pupils. 

THE  BOYS’  WORKSHOP. 

Twelve  of  the  larger  boys  have  received  instruction  dur- 
ing the  year  in  the  broom  trade,  and  107  dozen  salable  brooms 
have  been  manufactured.  Several  of  the  boys  have  about 
completed  the  trade  and  are  fair  workmen.  The  brooms 
manufactured  in  our  shop  will  compare  favorably  with  any 
found  in  the  market.  As  the  facilities  are  provided,  we  hope 
to  add  such  additional  trades  to  this  branch  of  our  industrial 
work  as  we  find  our  pupils  can  engage  in  with  profit. 

ENTERTAINMENTS. 

A number  of  pleasing  entertainments  and  several  lectures 
were  given  in  the  Institution  during  the  present  term.  Some 
of  the  former  wrere  given  by  our  pupils,  while  others  were 
given  by  parties  not  belonging  to  the  school.  Besides  being- 
interesting  and  instructive  in  many  ways,  these  served  to  make 
an  interesting  change  in,  and  to  break  the  monotony  of,  the 
Institution  life. 

In  compliance  with  a request  issued  by  a committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  Pittsburgh  Chapter  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution,  “ Washington's  Farewell  Address  to  the  People  of 
the  United  States”  was  appropriately  observed,  September 
19th,  1896. 

The  Sixth  Anniversary  of  the  opening  of  the  Institution 
was  duly  observed  in  the  chapel  by  the  whole  school  and  a 
number  of  friends,  on  the  evening  of  October  15th  last.  The 


36 


exercises  consisted  of  brief  addresses  by  officers  and  teachers 
of  the  school  and  pupils  of  the  Senior  class,  interpersed  with 
appropriate  vocal  and  instrumental  music. 

The  Superintendent  gave  a brief  history  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  school,  and  spoke  of  its  growth  and  the  progress  of 
the  school  work;  Mrs.  Jacobs  referred  to  the  domestic  depart- 
ment and  the  difficulties  overcome  while  we  were  in  our  tem- 
porary quarters  on  Forty-second  street,  Lawrenceville,  while 
Will  H.  Long,  Maud  S.  Hays,  Grace  E.  Marker  and  Frank  C. 
Gaston  gave  interesting  accounts  of  the  first  impressions  upon 
entering  the  school,  and  amusing  reminiscenses  of  their  early 
school  days.  Will  H.  Long,  Maud  S.  Hays  and  Grace  E. 
Marker,  members  of  the  Senior  class,  are  the  three  remaining 
pupils  of  the  six  who  were  admitted  to  the  Institution  on  the 
first  day.  Frank  0,  Gaston  entered  on  the  second  day. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  and  meritorious  entertain- 
ments given  in  the  Institution  in  a long  time,  was  given  by  the 
pupils  in  the  chapel,  on  Thursday  evening,  February  25th 
last.  It  was  originally  intended  for  a celebration  of  the  birth- 
day of  Abraham  Lincoln,  February  12th,  but  several  pupils 
who  had  prominent  parts  were  attacked  with  severe  colds, 
which  made  it  necessary  to  postpone  the  celebration  to  the  date 
mentioned  above. 

The  programme  was  made  up  of  short  sketches  of  different 
periods  of  the  life  of  Lincoln,  tableaux  and  music,  vocal  and 
instrumental,  all  suitable  for  the  occasion.  The  sketches  were 
original  productions  by  students  of  the  Senior  class  as  follows: 
“Lincoln’s  Boyhood,”  by  MaudS.  Hays;  “Lincoln’s  Early 
Manhood,”  Robert  A.  Clark;  “Lincoln,  the  Lawyer,” 
Grace  E.  Marker;  “ Lincoln;  the  Statesman,”  William  H. 
Long;  “Lincoln,  the  Man,  ” Jean  Cowan;  “Why  We  Honor 
Lincoln,”  Frank  C Gaston. 

The  audience  was  limited  to  the  capacity  of  our  chapel; 
every  seat  was  occupied,  and  many  stood  in  the  aisles  through- 
out the  evening.  It  evinced  its  interest  and  appreciation  by 
hearty  approval  at  the  end  of  each  performance. 
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There  was  a pleasing  harmony  and  appropriateness  in  the 
arrangement  of  the  several  parts  of  the  programme,  which 
added  much  to  the  interest  of  the  entertainment. 

The  closing  number  was  a tableau,  in  which  was  illus- 
trated by  appropriate  setting  the  more  prominent  stages  in 
Lincoln’s  life,  from  early  childhood  to  that  of  President  of  the 
United  States,  issuing  the  Emancipation  Proclamation.  The 
last  character  was  an  excellent  impersonation  of  the  President 
holding  in  his  right  hand  the  proclamation,  while  his  left  rested 
on  the  head  of  a little  colored  gill. 

The  next  day  all  the  daily  papers  of  the  city  contained 
complimentary  notices  of  the  evening’s  exercises,  from  which 
we  copy  the  following: 

“Never  has  there  been  a prettier  patriotic  entertainment  given  in  the 
city  than  that  given  last  evening  by  the  Pupils  of  the  Blind  Institution.  A 
pleasing  feature  was  the  tableaux  to  illustrate  bright  little  sketches  of  dif- 
ferent periods  in  the  life  of  Lincoln.  Following  ‘Lincoln's  Boyhood,’  by 
Maud  S.  Hays,  were  two  tubleaux,  one  called  ‘Rocking  the  Cradle  for 
Mother,’  in  which  Willie  McNally  personated  Lincoln;  the  other  showing 
the  favorite  position  of  Lincoln,  which  was  to  lie  stretched  out  on  the 
ground,  with  a book  for  a companion,  which  posture  was  assumed  in  the 
tableaux  by  John  Dolan. 

“ ‘Lincoln’s  Early  Manhood’  was  the  sketch  of  Robert  Clark,  and  the 
tableaux  following  it  were  ‘Plowing  in  Illinois’  and  ‘Splitting  Rails,’  in 
which  James  Coyle  figured  in  the  first  and  Charles  Grimes  in  the  second. 

********* 

“ Some  of  the  tableaux  that  were  interspersed  were  ‘The  Return  From 
the  Blackhawk  War,’  in  which  Fred  Ether  appeared  as  a soldier,  leaning 
on  a gun.  ‘The  Flatboat  on  the  Mississippi,’  in  which  Lincoln  was  per- 
sonated by  Harry  Barrows,  and  the  ‘Postmaster  and  Storekeeper,’  in  which 
Joseph  Shew  figured.  Joseph  Palmer  represented  Lincoln,  the  lawyer,  and 
Joseph  Ostrander  was  the  central  figure  in  a most  effective  emancipation 
scene. 

“ The  crowning  piece  of  the  whole  programme  was  the  last  tableau, 
which  was  an  immense  anchor,  composed  of  boys,  and  a crowd  of  girls  in 
white  gathered  around  it  like  an  encircling  wreath,  giving  as  a parting 
thought  to  the  audience  the  fact  that  the  nation’s  anchor  is  the  boys.”— 
The  Pittsburgh  Dispatch. 

“ The  entire  life  of  Abraham  Lincoln  was  most  appropriately  presented 
in  tableaux  by  the  pupils  at  the  blind  Institution  last  night.  It  was  the 
original  intention  of  the  managers  of  the  Institution  to  hold  last  night’s 
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entertainment  on  February  12,  Lincoln’s  birthday,  but  owing  to  the  preva- 
lence of  la  grippe  at  the  home,  it  was  necessary  to  postpone  it  until  last 
night. 

“ The  program  was  opened  with  an  overture  by  the  orchestra,  which 
consisted  of  six  young  men,  who  have  been  trained  to  quite  a degree  of 
proficiency  by  Prof.  Gernert.  The  choral  and  solo  numbers  which  followed 
included  ‘My  Old  Kentucky  Home,’  ‘America,’  ‘Star  Spangled  Banner,’ 
‘Let  the  Hills  and  Yales  Resound,’  and  ‘Columbia’s  Guardian  Angels.’ 
A number  of  literary  renditions  were  given,  and  the  program  closed  with 
the  tableaux  representing  nine  periods  in  the  life  of  the  great  emancipator. 
These  periods  were  the  infant  in  the  cradle,  the  boy,  and  so  on  up  to  his 
tragic  death.  A large  audience  was  present,  and  all  were  amazed  at  the 
excellency  of  the  blind  students. — The  Pittsburgh  Leader. 

“ An  interesting  entertainment  was  given  last  evening  at  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind.  It  was  intended  for  a celebration 
of  Lincoln’s  birthday,  but  was  postponed  until  last  evening.  The  chapel, 
where  the  affair  was  given,  was  draped  in  flags  and  bunting,  and  over  the 
stage  hung  portraits  of  Washington,  Lincoln  and  Garfield.  Among  the 
pupils  who  took  part  in  the  program  were  Maud  S.  Hays,  Robert  Clark, 
Grace  Marker,  William  H.  Long,  Jean  Cowan,  Frank  C.  Gaston,  G.  Smith 
Colvin,  Joseph  Ostrander,  Guy  Nickerson,  Samuel  Rowe,  Ernest  Scott  and 
Harriet  P.  Slattery,  with  a chorus  of  the  small  pupils.  The  entertainment 
concluded  with  a tableau,  of  scenes  from  the  life  of  Lincoln.” — The  Pitts- 
burgh Press. 

“ Nine  periods  in  the  life  of  Abraham  Lincoln  were  represented  last 
night  in  tableau  at  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind  on 
Bellefield  avenue.  The  entertainment  was  the  annual  winter  entertain- 
ment given  at  the  Institution  and  was  the  best  which  has  ever  been  held. 

“The  program,  which  had  been  prepared  for  February  12,  the  anniver- 
sary of  the  birthday  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  but  was  postponed  because 
many  of  the  children  were  victims  of  grip,  was  presented  in  the  chapel. 
The  place  was  filled  with  friends  of  the  pupils  and  of  the  Institution.  Be- 
fore the  stage  hung  a deep  crimson  curtain,  which  was  drawn  aside  for 
each  number.  The  program  was  commemorative  of  Lincoln  and  closed 
with  the  tableau,  in  which  various  stages  in  his  career  were  represented, 
from  the  infant  in  his  cradle,  through  his  boyhood  days,  when  he  guarded 
his  baby  brother,  when  he  was  the  small  schoolboy,  the  lad  at  work  in  the 
field,  the  student,  the  storekeeper,  the  soldier,  the  president,  and  the  Lin- 
coln as  he  appears  in  the  statue  familiar  to  nearly  all,  standing  with  his 
hand  on  the  head  of  the  liberated  slave.  The  nine  scenes  were  all  repre- 
sented at  one  time  upon  the  stage,  the  pupils  of  the  school  personating  the 
martyred  president  through  his  life. 

“ Another  very  interesting  feature  of  the  program  was  that  presented 
by  the  smaller  pupils,  the  boys  with  caps  on  the  heads  and  the  girls  with 
wreaths  of  flowers,  who  stood  in  the  form  of  an  anchor  and  crowned  the 
pictures  of  Washington  and  Lincoln,  which  were  placed  at  each  end  of  the 
platform. 
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“ The  program  opened  with  an  overture  by  the  orchestra,  composed  oi 
six  young  men,  who,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Gernert,  have  progressed 
finely  and  play  remarkably  well.  The  choral  numbers  were  ‘America,’ 
‘ The  Star  Spangled  Banner  ’ and  ‘ Let  the  Hills  and  Yales  Resound,’  which 
were  sung  by  the  older  and  younger  pupils,  among  whom  are  to  be  found  a 
number  of  very  sweet  and  musical  voices.  Miss  Benson  also  sang  ‘ My  Old 
Kentucky  Home,’  with  the  choral  refrain,  while  one  of  the  best  numbers 
was  ‘ Columbia’s  Guardian  Angels,’  with  Miss  Harriet  Slattery  as  soloist. 
Miss  Slattery  has  a very  sweet,  melodious  voice,  with  wide  range,  and  sings 
with  much  expression. 

“Short  sketches  of  the  life  of  Abraham  Lincoln  were  presented  by 
the  older  students.  * * * * * * * 

— The  Commercial  Gazette. 

“ The  entertainment  given  last  evening  at  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  by  the  pupils  of  the  senior  class,  was  both  meritor- 
ious and  patriotic.  The  entertainment  was  intended  for  a celebration  of 
Lincoln’s  birthday,  February  12,  but  was  postponed  until  last  evening.  The 
chapel  where  the  affair  was  given  was  dressed  in  flags  and  bunting,  and 
over  the  stage  hung  three  portraits  of  Washington,  Lincoln  and  Garfield. 
* *********  * 

The  national  airs  were  sung  during  the  evening.’’ — The  Pittsburgh  Post. 


By  appointment,  Mr.  W.  A.  Wallace,  of  Allegheny, 
visited  the  Institution  on  Monday  evening,  March  8th  last,  and 
delivered  an  interesting  an  instructive  lecture  to  the  school  in 
the  Assembly  room,  taking  for  his  subject  “ Phrenology  ; or 
Mental  Science  considered  in  accord  with  Phrenology.”  He 
dwelt  particularly  upon  the  primary  mental  powers,  degrees 
of  development,  natural  endowments,  natural  aptitude  for  cer- 
tain work,  and  the  necessity  of  application  and  discipline.  Mr. 
Wallace  is  a good  talker  and  presented  his  subject  in  simple, 
comprehensive  terms,  that  could  be  easily  understood  by  most 
of  our  pupils. 


One  of  the  interesting,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  pleas- 
ing events  of  the  year,  was  a concert  given  in  our  chapel  by 
the  choir  of  the  Church  of  the  Ascension,  of  this  city,  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  G.  R.  Broadberry,  on  Thursday  evening, 
March  25th.  Mr.  Broadberry,  as  mentioned  elsewhere,  is 
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teacher  of  vocal  music  in  this  Institution.  He  is  also  the 
organist  at  the  Church  of  the  Ascension,  and  director  of  the 
choir  composed  of  young  men  and  boys.  By  previous  arrange- 
ment, he  brought  his  choir  to  the  Institution  on  this  occasion, 
to  spend  an  evening  with  our  pupils  in  song. 

The  tirst  part  of  the  program  was  composed  of  numbers 
of  sacred  music — anthems,  solos  and  a duet — carefully  selected; 
while  the  second  part  was  made  up  of  a pleasing  variety  of 
secular  pieces.  The  creditable  rendering  of  the  various 
numbers  on  the  program,  was  evidence  that  the  choir  as  a body, 
and  the  members  individually,  have  received  careful  and 
thorough  training.  Besides  the  school,  there  was  a large 
number  of  visitors  present.  That  the  evening  was  much 
enjoyed  by  the  audience,  was  shown  by  the  warm  approval  of 
the  numbers  as  they  were  rendered. 


On  the  evening  of  April  12th  ultimo , Mr.  Geo.  W.  Acker- 
man, of  Pittsburgh,  gave  to  the  school  and  a number  of  friends 
in  the  Assembly  room,  what  he  was  pleased  to  call  “ A Home 
Talk  on  the  Art  of  Printing — Its  Discovery  and  Develop- 
ment.” It  was  a well  and  carefully  prepared  paper  replete 
with  information.  Mr.  Ackerman  is  a printer  by  occupation, 
and  has  given  much  time  to  research,  in  order  to  form  a con- 
nected history  of  this  most  wonderful  and  useful  art,  and  to 
the  people  and  inventions  that  have  contributed  to  its  develop- 
ment. His  address  was  instructive  throughout  and  highly  ap- 
preciated by  all  present. 


Another  leading  event  of  the  past  year  was  a concert  given 
in  the  chapel  on  Wednesday  evening,  April  20th  last,  by  the 
Pittsburgh  Orchestra,  under  the  leadership  of  Mr.  H.  F.  Het- 
zel,  assisted  by  several  soloists. 

The  programme  was  well  selected,  and  there  was  no  lack 
of  interest  and  variety  throughout  the  evening. 
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Although  the  Pittsburgh  Orchestra  is  an  organization  com- 
posed of  amateurs,  many  of  the  numbers  of  the  programme 
were  executed  in  a manner  that  would  have  done  credit  to 
musicians  of  higher  pretensions;  and  the  piano  solo,  “Coming 
Thro’  the  Rye,’’  with  variations,  by  Prof.  Fidellis  Zitterbart, 
the  vocal  solo,  by  Miss  Adela  Friebertshauesser,  and  the  solo 
on  the  banjo,  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Henderson,  with  piano  accompani- 
ment, were  attractive  features  of  the  evening,  and  were  all 
rendered  with  delightful  effect  that  brought  forth  spontaneous 
and  hearty  applause. 

The  entertainment  was  successfully  managed  throughout. 
It  was  a musical  treat  that  was  thoroughly  appreciated  and  en- 
joyed by  an  audience  that  nearly  tilled  the  chapel. 

LITTLE  MAGGIE  CASTOR. 

V\re  referred  to  this  little  deaf,  mute  and  blind  child  in 
our  last  annual  report,  as  a new  pupil  who,  only  a few  months 
before,  had  been  placed  under  our  care.  When  she  was  first 
brought  to  the  Institution  she  was  only  eight  years  of  age,  and, 
as  we  stated  a year  ago,  she  was  untrained,  very  feeble  and 
helpless. 

At  the  end  of  another  year,  it  is  with  great  pleasure  we 
note  the  improved  condition — physically  and  mentally — of  this 
unfortunate  child.  Considering  the  comparatively  brief  time 
she  has  been  in  our  charge,  and  the  very  unfavorable  circum- 
stances under  which  her  training  must  of  necessity  be  con- 
ducted, we  think  her  progress  has  been  somewhat  remarkable, 
and  it  gives  hope  of  a much  more  rapid  development  of  her 
powers  in  the  future. 

When  Maggie  was  first  brought  to  us,  simply  for  want  of 
proper  exercise,  she  was  lacking  in  energy  and  physically  weak 
in  all  her  movements.  She  was  tottering  and  uncertain  in  her 
walk,  and  made  little  or  no  effort  to  help  herself.  Now  she  is 
much  more  healthful  in  appearance,  is  growing  quite  strong, 
and  not  only  walks  rapidly  with  a firm  and  steady  step,  but 
runs  at  a good  gait.  She  mingles  freely  with  the  other  pupils 
and  takes  exercise  with  them  on  the  broad  verandas  and  on  the 
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lawn,  and  sometimes  keeps  her  attendant  active  following  her. 
Since  her  training  has  begun,  Maggie  seems  to  enjoy  out-door 
exercises  and  gives  positive  evidence  of  self-will,  when  re- 
strained from  going  out.  With  but  little  direction,  she  finds  her 
way  to  the  dining  room  and  to  her  place  at  the  table.  And  she 
knows,  too,  when  to  go  there,  and,  if  something  should 
occur  to  prevent  her  from  going  at  the  usual  meal  time, 
she  will  indicate  her  disapproval  of  the  fact  in  no  un- 
certain manner.  She  has  been  trained  to  help  herself  at 
the  table,  after  the  food  is  placed  on  her  plate,  and  she  does  it 
as  well  as  most  blind  children  of  her  age.  After  the  meal  is 
over,  she  retires  to  the  wash-room,  washes  her  hands  and  makes 
a fair  effort  at  brushing;  her  hair.  She  has  been  taugfht  to  go 
up  and  down  stairs  alone,  and  she  will  go  to  the  basement  un- 
aided, pass  along  the  corridors  with  unerring  accuracy  to  a 
large  room  in  which  there  is  a lawn  swing.  Here,  if  per- 
mitted, she  will  swing  for  hours,  not  always  gently,  but  with  a 
vigor  that  often  has  to  be  restrained.  This  is  one  of  her  chief 
enjoyments.  Much  progress  has  been  made  towards  teaching 
Magfgde  to  dress  and  undress  herself,  fold  her  clothing;  and 
place  them  in  an  orderly  position. 

Although  what  has  been  said  regarding;  this  much  afflicted 
child  thus  far,  has  reference  particularly  to  her  physical  de- 
velopment, self-reliance  and  independence  of  action,  yet  there 
is  evidence  of  considerable  mental  activity  back  of  it  all,  and  in 
connection  with  it.  To  what  extent  her  actions  are  governed 
by  the  operations  of  the  mind,  it  is  difficult  to  determine;  for, 
Maggie  has  not  yet  acquired  the  power  of  full  expression. 
While  she  has  improved  much  in  her  manner  and  methods  of 
making  her  wants  and  wishes  known,  and  exhibits  interest  and 
unmistakable  pleasure  or  dissatisfaction  at  what  is  going  on 
around  her,  still,  on  account  of  her  lack  of  speech,  or  the  use 
of  a manual  alphabet,  by  which  to  hold  converse  with  others, 
it  is  difficult  to  learn  much,  as  yet,  of  the  operations  of  her 
young;  mind.  That  her  actions  are  not  all  mechanical  move- 
ments  but  are  directed  by  some  thought,  is  shown  by  the  fact, 
that  she  does  various  things  at  different  times  and  under  dif- 
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ferent  conditions,  not  by  direction  from  without,  but  by  prompt- 
ings from  within. 

But,  we  are  preparing  for  a more  extended,  systematic 
and  careful  system  of  mental  training  of  this  unfortunate 
child  ; to  teach  her  to  converse,  if  possible,  as  others. similarly 
afflicted  have  been  taught  to  do  ; to  unfetter  her  young  mind, 
and  gradually  lead  her  out  into  a broader  field  of  knowledge 
and  understanding,  that  she  may  know  something  of  the  won- 
ders of  the  world  about  her  and  the  pleasures  of  life. 

As  Maggie  is  deprived  of  the  sense  of  sight,  and, 
also,  of  the  sense  of  hearing,  the  two  principal  senses 
through  which  education  is  conducted  in  early  life,  our 
work,  from  necessity,  must  be  conducted  through  the 
remaining  senses,  principally  through  the  sense  of  touch, 
the  third  sense  in  importance  in  the  work  of  developing 
mind.  But,  it  is  evident,  that  little  can  be  accomplished, 
under  these  circumstances,  until  the  child  has  been  trained  to 
use  her  hands  readily,  and  she  responds  to  our  efforts  to  teach 
her  to  recognize  characters  in  language  and  the  shape,  size 
and  some  of  the  qualities,  of  different  objects. 

When  Maggie  first  came  to  the  Institution  she  had  but 
little  control  of  her  hands  and  fingers,  and  there  was  only  a 
few  objects  that  she  could  be  induced  to  touch  or  handle,  and 
even  in  these,  her  interest  was  so  small,  that  she  manifested  no 
concern  when  they  passed  from  her.  But  now,  she  shows  an 
interest  in  more  things,  and,  if  an  object  falls  from  her  hands, 
she  will  stoop  and  pick  it  up.  It  is  now  less  difficult  to  awaken 
in  her  curiosity,  and  thus  leave  an  impression  on  her  mind 
and  quicken  the  faculties  into  activity.  We  hope  for  still 
more  rapid  progress,  in  every  particular,  in  the  development 
of  this  child,  as  her  training  continues;  and  we  sincerely  hope 
that  we  shall  be  able  to  bring  into  her  life  some  brightness  and 
happiness,  and  that,  finally,  she  may  be  able,  in  the  language 
of  Laura  Bridgman,  to  say  : “ By  the  finger  of  God  my  eyes 

and  ears  shall  be  opened.  The  strings  of  my  tongue  shall  be 
loosed.  With  sweet  joys  in  heaven  I shall  hear  and  speak  and 
see.  ” 
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And  in  this  connection,  I would  again  call  attention  to  the 
necessity  for  organizing  a kindergarten  in  connection  with  our 
work,  in  which  Maggie  Castor  and  all  our  other  small  children 
could  be  placed,  and  given  special  training  and  care.  Such  a 
department  should  be  conducted  apart  from  the  main  branch 
of  the  Institution.  It  should  be  well  organized  and  furnished 
with  the  best  and  newest  appliances.  We  have  a number  of 
small  children  who,  besides  being  blind,  are  otherwise  pecul- 
iarly afflicted.  All  such  pupils  should  be  separated  from  the 
rest  of  the  school,  and  placed  where  they  can  receive  the  indi- 
vidual attention  and  care  suitable  to  their  age  and  condition. 

Here  is  an  opportunity  for  the  charitably  disposed  people 
in  our  community,  who  are  able,  to  help  forward  a noble 
work.  The  character  and  the  importance  of  the  work  are  such 
as  will  surely  enlist  the  sympathy,  encouragement  and  suj?port  of 
all  who  take  the  time  and  trouble  to  investigate  it ; and,  the 
establishment  of  a kindergarten  for  little- blind  children  here, 
would  redound  to  the  lasting  credit  of  every  one  who  had  part 
in  it,  and  to  our  progressive  city.  As  we  said  in  our  last 
annual  x’eport,  “These  poor  children  send  up  a piteous  and 
pathetic  petition  to  be  loosed  from  the  fetters  of  their  afflic- 
tion, and,  in  their  behalf,  we  make  an  urgent  appeal  for  aid  to 
deliver  them  from  the  clutches  of  woe  that  bind  them.” 

HEALTH. 

We  are  profoundly  thankful  to  be  able  to  state  again  that 
during  another  year  the  household  has  been  blessed  with  excep- 
tionally good  health.  Although  the  past  winter  was  notable 
for  the  prevalence  of  contagious  diseases  among  the  children 
of  the  city  and  vicinity,  none  invaded  the  Institution.  Indeed, 
our  pupils  have  been  almost  entirely  free  from  serious  sickness 
of  any  kind  during  the  year,  and  only  a few  suffered  at  any 
time  from  such  slight  ailments  as  usually  follow  the  changes 
of  temperature  and  the  seasons,  all  of  which  readily  yielded  to 
mild  treatment.  Notwithstanding,  for  reasons  that  are 
obvious,  the  vital  force  of  most  blind  children  is  lower  than 
that  of  those  who  have  orood  smht,  we  doubt  whether  a class 


of  children  who  enjoyed  better  health  than  our  pupils,  could 
be  found  anywhere.  It  may  be  surprising  to  some  to  have  it 
stated,  that  during  the  past  fifteen  months,  the  attending  physi- 
cian had  occasion  to  make  only  eight  professional  visits  to  the 
Institution.  This  is  an  unusual  record  in  an  institution  of  this 
kind.  We  attribute  the  good  health  of  the  school,  first,  to  the 
location  and  healthful  surroundings  and  good  air,  and,  sec- 
ondly, to  the  regular  habits  and  employments  enjoined  on  the 
pupils,  to  the  care  always  exercised  to  furnish  them  with  a 
variety  of  good,  nutritious  food,  which  is  always  well  pre- 
pared, and  to  the  pure  water  used. 

We  not  only  filter  all  the  water  used  in  the  house  with  a 
Cummings  Filter,  but  we  also  boil  all  that  is  used  on  the 
tables  for  drinking,  and  urge  our  pupils  to  drink  no  other. 

We  firmly  believe  that  this  has  had  much  to  do  in  main- 
taining the  good  health  of  the  household.  We  hope  to  be 
able,  at  no  distant  day,  to  devise  some  means  by  which  to 
boil  an  abundance  of  water  for  drinking  purposes  in  the  in- 
stitution. 


CONDUCT  AND  DISCIPLINE. 

The  discipline  of  the  school  is  mild,  but  firm.  With  few 
exceptions,  the  pupils  have  conducted  themselves  in  a becoming 
manner.  We  put  them  upon  their  honor,  and  base  their  privi- 
leges and  standing  upon  their  conduct.  If  a pupil  is  well  be- 
haved, we  grant  him  the  largest  privileges  and  opportunities  ; 
but,  if  he  is  insubordinate,  his  privileges  are  curtailed,  and,  if 
he  persists  in  disobedience,  fie  is  degraded  until  he,  by  good 
conduct,  retrieves  his  standing.  We  believe  the  best  antidote 
for  mischievousness  is  steady  employment.  A pupil  whose 
hours  are  well  filled  with  useful  and  interesting  work,  will 
have  but  little  opportunity  to  plot  mischief.  Besides,  he  will 
have  a good  appetite,  and  feel  contented  and  cheerful.  Then, 
too,  we  insist  upon  pupils  doing  for  themselves  all  they  can  do. 
When  they  really  need  help,  it  is  given  them  freely  and 
patiently.  But  it  is  a mistaken  kindness — in  fact  it  is  no  kind- 
ness at  all,  but  a positive  injury — to  follow  blind  children  about, 
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and  do  for  them  what  they  can  do  and  ought  to  do  for  them- 
selves. They,  like  seeing  children,  learn  to  do  by  doing. 
This  is  a lesson  that  it  would  be  well  for  all  who  have  anything 
to  do  with  the  training  of  the  blind  to  heed. 

IN  CONCLUSION. 

In  closing  this  report,  I wish  to  express  my  appreciation 
of  the  valuable  aid  rendered  me  by  the  officers  and  teachers  in 
conducting  the  affairs  of  the  school.  They  have  attended  dili- 
gently and  faithfully  to  their  duties,  and  have  labored  zealously 
for  the  success  of  the  Institution. 

I also  take  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  valuable 
professional  service  rendered  the  Institution  by  Dr.  Lawrence 
Litchfield.  Although  it  was  not  required  often  during  the  past 
year,  he  promptly  and  cheerfully  responded  to  every  call  made 
upon  him,  and  he  has  always  been  ready  and  willing  to  give 
advice,  when  we  asked  for  it,  in  matters  pertaining  to  his  pro- 
fession. 

Sincerely  thanking  you,  gentlemen  of  the  Board,  for  the 
deep  interest  you  have  taken  in  this  work,  for  your  uniform 
kindness  to  me,  and  for  your  words  of  encouragement  and  gen- 
erous support,  this  report  is 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

H.  B.  Jacobs, 

Superintendent. 
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$50  in  cash. 

To  Mr.  A.  J.  Logan,  for  a number  of  beds  and  large  quantity  of  bed- 
ding, furnished  gratuitously,  for  use  during  the  meeting  of  the  Bi-ennial 
Convention  of  the  American  Association  of  Instructors  of  the  Blind 

To  C.  Wetzel  & Son,  for  the  use  of  tables  and  other  furniture  on  the 
occasion  of  the  Convention  of  Instructors  of  the  Blind. 

To  W.  R.  Kuhn  & Co. , for  the  use  of  silverware  during  the  meeting  of 
the  Association  of  Instructors  of  the  Blind,  July  14th,  15th  and  16th,  1896. 

To  W.  F.  Guffey,  of  Apollo,  for  a donation  of  $L0  in  cash. 

To  Mr.  Samuel  Hamilton,  for  ten  tickets  of  admission  to  the  Concert 
and  Musical,  tendered  by  the  choir  of  the  Emory  M.  E.  Church,  Thanks- 
giving evening,  November  26th,  1896. 

To  Mr.  Henry  W.  Locke,  of  Bayne,  Pa.,  for  eight  barrels  of  winter 
apples. 

To  Steinway  & Sons,  for  a second-hand  piano  for  use  in  the  tuning  de- 
partment. 

To  Mr.  George  E.  Peeble3,  for  twenty  tickets  to  the  grand  concert,  by 
the  “ Ringwalt  Choir  Union,”  in  the  East  End  Theater,  Dec.  3d,  1896. 

To  Mr.  F.  N.  Nickeson,  of  Houstonville,  Pa.,  the  father  of  one  of  our 
pupils,  for  a barrel  of  apples. 

To  Mellor  & Hoene,  for  three  second-hand  pianos  for  use  in  the  tuning 
department. 

To  Mrs.  J.  M.  Smith,  Mrs.  M.  Horne,  Mrs.  H.  T.  Henry,  Mrs.  M.  A. 
Jack,  Mrs.  D.  R.  Jack,  Mrs.  William  Clark,  Mrs.  H.  F.  Jack,  Mrs.  C.  S. 
Jack  and  Mrs.  Daniel  Jack,  all  of  Paulton,  Pa.,  for  a large  quantity  of  var- 
ious kinds  of  elegant  jellies  of  their  own  make,  which  these  ladies  kindly 
joined  in  sending  to  the  Institution  for  the  pupils  last  November. 

To  the  friend  from  Unity  Station,  Pa.,  who  sent  us,  Dec.  24th  last,  $2, 
“ To  help  to  make  glad  the  boys  and  girls  who  remain  with  you  during  the 
holidays.” 

To  Mr.  H.  K.  Porter,  for  his  kind  remembrance  of  the  school  on  last 
Christmas  day  in  the  form  of  a quantity  of  nuts,  raisins  and  dates. 

To  the  Belletield  Presbyterian  Sunday  School,  for  a large  quantity  of 
candy  sent  for  the  pupils.  Dec.  25th,  1896  ; also  for  the  care  and  kind  atten- 
tion given  the  pupils  while  in  attendance  at  the  Sunday  School. 

To  the  Toy  Mission  of  the  Fourth  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  Mr.  R.  W. 
A.  Simmons,  superintendent,  for  a nice  collection  of  toys  for  the  pupils, 
sent  to  the  Institution,  “ with  best  wishes,”  on  last  Christmas  day. 

To  Mr.  Wm,  L.  Abbott,  for  ten  tickets  of  admission  to  the  third  course 
of  the  University  Extension  Lectures,  at  Carnegie  Museum  Lecture  Hall, 
which  were  appreciated  by  our  older  pupils. 

To  Mr.  Benjamin  Thaw,  for  tickets  to  entertainments,  and  other  cour- 
tesies shown  the  management. 

To  Mr.  J.  W.  Crooks,  of  Kendall  Creek,  Pa.,  for  a donation  of  $30  in 
cash. 
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To  Mr.  j.  C.  Kober,  for  theatrical  costumes  furnished  free,  for  the  cele- 
bration of  Lincoln’s  birthday. 

To  J.  J.  Gillespie  & Co.,  for  pictures  used  at  entertainment,  February 
25th  last. 

To  Mrs.  W.  S.  Miller,  for  twentv-five  tickets  of  admission  of  pupils  to 
the  “ Song  Recital  by  Miss  Villa  Whitney  White,”  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Helen  E.  Pelletreau  Scholarship  Committee,  at  Carnegie  Music  Hall, 
May  3d,  1897. 

To  the  editors  and  publishers  of  the  following  periodicals  and  daily 
papers,  which  have  been  gratuitously  sent  to  the  Institution,  and  from 
which  extracts  have  been  selected  daily  and  read  to  the  pupils: 

The  Pittsburgh  Dispatch,  The  Pittsburgh  Leader,  The  Presbyterian  Banner, 
The  Index  and  Review,  Kalmazoo,  Michigan;  The  United  Presbyterian,  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.;  The  Western  Pennsylvanian,  published  at  the  Deaf-Mute  Institu- 
tion, Edge  wood  Park,  Pa. ; The  Colorado  Index,  printed  at  the  Colorado 
School  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind,  Colorado  Springs. 

To  all  others  who  have  in  any  way  assisted  us  and  given  evidence  of 
good  will. 

We  are  profoundly  grateful  to  the  several  daily  newspapers  of  the  city 
for  the  valuable  service  they  have  rendered  us  in  our  work.  They  have 
cheerfully  and  readily  published  many  notices  of  concerts  and  other  enter- 
tainments at  the  Institution,  free  of  charge,  and  have  given  valuable  space 
in  their  columns  for  numerous  articles,  whereby  the  people  of  Western 
Pennsylvania  have  been  enabled  to  gather  much  information  regarding  the 
character  and  purposes  of  the  school. 


(Smercil  Jufffrmcitteu. 


The  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind  is  a 
sehool  of  learning,  established  for  the  especial  benefit  of  the 
blind  youth  in  the  western  part  of  the  State.  It  is  in  no  sense 
a home  or  a retreat,  as  many  suppose,  for  aged  and  infirm 
blind  people,  nor  is  it  a hospital  for  the  treatment  of  diseases 
of  the  eye;  but  it  is  strictly  educational  in  all  its  interests.  It 
is  the  aim  and  purpose  of  this  Institution  to  give  the  blind 
youth  of  this  section  of  the  State  a liberal  education,  and,  in 
addition,  give  them  such  training  in  the  art  of  music  and  in- 
struction in  industrial  pursuits,  as  will  aid  them  to  become  in- 
dependent and  useful  members  of  society. 

The  Institution  is  now  permanently  located  in  one  of  the 
most  desirable  parts  of  the  city  of  Pittsburg.  Indeed,  it  would 
have  been  difficult  to  select,  in  or  about  this  city,  a more 
beautiful,  healthful  or  convenient  site  for  this  school  than  the 
grounds  on  which  it  is  situated.  This  tract  of  land,  compris- 
ing an  area  of  a little  more  than  five  acres,  is  the  gift  of  Mrs. 
Mary  E.  Schenley.  Upon  it,  and  nearly  in  the  center  of  it, 
the  managers  have  erected,  with  funds  donated  by  the  benevo- 
lent people  of  Pittsburg,  one  of  the  most  substantial  and  best 
arranged  buildings  for  an  institution  of  this  kind  to  be  found 
anywhere  in  this  country.  It  is  light,  airy,  commodious  and 
cheerful,  and  supplied  with  modern  conveniences.  It  over- 
looks the  noted  Schenley  Park,  and  is  only  a few  squares  dis- 
tant from  the  new  Carnegie  Library  building.  The  location  of 
the  Institution  affords  the  inmates  the  advantages  and  privi- 
leges of  a city  life,  with  the  quiet  of  a country  home. 

The  Institution  fronts  on  Bayard  street,  while  Bellefield 
avenue  extends  the  full  length  of  the  grounds  on  the  east.  It 
can  be  reached  from  almost  any  part  of  the  city  by  electric 
cars.  Three  different  lines  of  cars — the  Fifth  avenue  line,  the 
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Forbes  Street,  Bloomfield  and  Negley  Avenue,  line  and  the 
Centre  Avenue  and  East  Liberty  line,  each,  in  a different 
direction  from  the  Institution,  pass  within  two  squares  of  it. 

The  Institution  is  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the 
State,  and  pupils  who  are  unable  to  pay  for  their  tuition  or 
contribute  anything  toward  their  support,  are  given  the  full 
benefit  and  privileges  of  the  school  free  of  charge.  All  are 
accorded  the  same  advantages  and  opportunities. 

Pupils  are  admitted  at  any  time  during  the  term,  and 
placed  in  the  classes  and  at  the  work  best  suited  to  their  con- 
dition and  degree  of  mental  development,  and  in  which  they 
can  make  the  most  rapid  progress. 

Parents  and  guardians  are  required  to  supply  their  chil- 
dren with  good,  comfortable  clothing,  of  sufficient  quantity  to 
admit  of  the  necessary  changes  for  washing  and  mending,  and 
to  defray  their  traveling  and  other  incidental  expenses. 

Letters  are  written  once  a month , or  oftener,  if  necessary, 
for  those  who  cannot  write  for  themselves;  and,  in  case  of  se- 
rious sickness  of  a pupil,  the  parents  or  guardian  will  be  in- 
formed of  the  fact  immediately,  by  letter  or  telegram.  It  is 
the  desire  of  the  management  that  the  parents  and  friends  of 
the  pupils  shall  be  kept  well  informed  as  to  their  condition  and 
progress. 

Letters  and  packages  for  the  pupils  should  have  written 
on  them,  besides  the  name  of  the  pupil  addressed,  the  words 

Institution  for  the  Blind,  Belief ehl  avenue , Pittsburgh,  Pa., 
to  insure  prompt  delivery. 

The  use  of  tobacco  in  any  form  is  strictly  forbidden,  and 
no  one  using  it,  and  no  one  of  confirmed  immoral  habits,  will 
be  knowingly  received  into  the  Institution. 

A parent  or  guardian,  who  is  contemplating  the  placing 
of  a blind  child  in  this  Institution,  should  at  once  open  com- 
munication relative  thereto  with  the  Superintendent. 

Blanks  forms  of  application  for  admission  will  be  furnished 
at  any  time  by  the  Superintendent,  and  no  pupil  will  be  admit- 
ted to  the  school  until  such  application  has  been  returned,  with 
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the  questions  which  it  contains  satisfactorily  answered,  and  it 
has  been  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Information  concerning  the  character  and  purpose  of  the 
Institution,  and  of  the  work  being  done,  will  be  cheerfully 
given;  and  all  inquiries  about  the  steps  to  be  taken  to  procure 
the  admission  of  pupils,  or  the  management  of  the  school, 
will  be  promptly  answered  by  addressing  the  undersigned. 

H.  B.  Jacobs, 

£ uperin  tendent . 
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GMafagitE  rrf  Pupils 

IN  ATTENDANCE  THIS  YEAR. 


BOYS. 


No. 

Name. 

When  Admitted. 

1. 

William  H.  Lorg, 

Oct.  15,  1890, 

2. 

Frank  C.  Gaston, 

Oct,  16,  1890, 

3. 

Samuel  W.  Anderson, 

Jan.  19,  1891, 

4. 

John  T.  Talyor, 

Sept.  14,  1891, 

5. 

Joseph  Ostander, 

Oct.  6,  1891, 

6. 

Walter  Ryan  Taylor, 

Nov.  27.  1891, 

7. 

Robert  A.  Clark, 

Feb.  2,  1892, 

8. 

George  Heck, 

Sept.  15,  1892, 

9. 

George  E.  Tapp, 

Oct.  3,  1892, 

10. 

George  Smith  Colvin, 

Jan.  3,  1893, 

11. 

Anthony  Davis, 

April  4,  1893, 

12. 

Edward  Valentine  Minch, 

Oct.  24,  1893, 

13. 

Albert  Standley  Miller, 

Oct.  26,  1893, 

14. 

Timothy  McCue, 

Dec.  14,  1893, 

15. 

Charles  0.  McLaughlin, 

April  30,  1894, 

16. 

William  F.  McNally, 

May  1,  1894, 

17. 

Joseph  W.  Shew, 

Sept.  5,  1894, 

18. 

Joseph  Palmer, 

Sept  5,  1894, 

19. 

John  H.  Dolan, 

Sept.  27,  1894, 

20. 

Orlando  Young, 

Feb.  1,  1895, 

21. 

Samuel  Earl  Kephart, 

March  4,  1895, 

22. 

James  Coyle, 

June  1,  1895, 

23. 

Ernest  Geo.  Scott, 

June  3,  1895, 

24. 

Chas.  A.  Grimes, 

June  4,  1895, 

25. 

Harry  R.  Barrows, 

June  6,  1895, 

26. 

Chas.  Homer  Gibson, 

Sept.  12,  1895, 

27. 

Harold  GuyNickeson, 

May  18,  1896, 

28. 

Fred  Ether, 

May  21,  1896, 

29. 

Earl  C.  Houk, 

June  15,  1896, 

30. 

Merrel  Doyle, 

Sept.  2,  1896, 

31. 

J.  Donald  McLean, 

Sept.  22,  1896, 

32. 

Francis  Payne, 

Oct.  21,  1896, 

33. 

Orrin  Werner  Locke, 

Oct.  21,  1896, 

34. 

Louis  Liddell, 

Nov.  2,  1896, 

35. 

Sam’  1 Geo.  Rowe, 

Feb.  4,  1897, 

36. 

Geo.  B.  McKissock, 

March  23,  1897, 

Residence. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
New  Castle,  Pa. 
Braddock,  Pa. 
Creek  P.  0.,  Pa. 
Woodville,  Pa. 
Claremont,  Pa. 
Bristol,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Allegheny,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Allegheny,  Pa. 
Glade,  Pa. 
Allegheny,  Pa. 
Unity,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Seward,  Pa. 
Manito  P.  0.,  Pa. 
Sheffield,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Connellsville,  Pa. 
Homestead,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Taylorstown,  Pa, 
Washington,  Pa 
Harrisville,  Pa. 
Houstonville,  Pa. 
Sharon,  Pa. 

New  Brighton, Pa. 
Wheatland,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Allegheny,  Pa. 
Bayne  P.  0.,  Pa. 
Beaver  Falls,  Pa 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Allegheny,  Pa, 
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GIRLS. 

t 

No. 

Name. 

When  Admitted. 

Residence. 

1. 

Maud  S.  Hays, 

Oct.  15,  1890, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

o 

Grace  E.  Marker, 

Oct.  15.  1890, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

3. 

Theresa  Kelly, 

Oct.  16,  1890, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

4. 

Emma  H.  Cravan, 

Oct,  16,  1890, 

Duff’s  P.  O.,  Pa. 

5. 

Amanda  B.  D.  Bay, 

Nov.  11,  1890, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

6. 

Jean  Cowan, 

Dec.  4,  1890, 

Anita,  Pa. 

7. 

Mary  A.  Nichols, 

April  30,  1891, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

8. 

Ethel  E.  Crooks, 

April  28,  1892, 

Kendall  Creek,  Pa. 

9. 

Eliza  Johnson, 

Feb.  27,  1893, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

10. 

Mary  Etta  Rebok, 

April  25,  1893, 

New  burg,  Pa. 

11. 

SadaBell  Reisinger, 

Sept.  6,  1893, 

Sharpsburg,  Pa. 

12. 

Olive  Gibson, 

Oct.  20,  1893, 

Harrisville,  Pa. 

13. 

Agnes  May  Gilner, 

Oct.  20,  1893, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

14. 

Bertha  May  Johnson, 

Oct.  23,  1893, 

Jeannette,  Pa. 

15. 

Katie  Burke, 

Dec.  7,  1893, 

Altoona,  Pa. 

16. 

Nettie  E.  Barnes, 

April  30,  1894, 

Primrose,  Pa. 

17. 

Eliza  J.  Black, 

June  4,  1894, 

Sharpsburg,  Pa. 

18. 

Jane  Anna  Ferry, 

Sept.  5,  1894, 

Larimer  Station,  Pa. 

19. 

Jennie  S.  Snyder, 

Sept,  5,  1894, 

Apollo,  Pa. 

20. 

Dessie  Markland, 

Sept.  5,  1894, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

21. 

Lulu  Florence  Trainer, 

Oct.  18,  1894, 

Piolett,  Pa. 

22. 

Martha  Bates, 

June  3,  1895, 

Sharpsburg,  Pa. 

23. 

Mary  Grace  Knap, 

Sept.  4,  1895, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

24. 

Vinne  Forbush, 

Sept.  8,  1895, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

25. 

Sarah  Elizabeth  Cross, 

Oct.  10,  1895, 

New  Castle,  Pa. 

26. 

Edith  McC.  Smith, 

Nov.  4,  1895, 

Paulton,  Pa. 

27. 

Rebecka  M.  Loyd, 

Dec.  10, 1895, 

Sharon,  Pa. 

28. 

Margaret  0-  Castor, 

Feb.  24,  1896, 

West  Liberty,  Pa. 

29. 

Hazel  Keefer, 

May  2,  1896, 

Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 

30. 

Pearl  Keefer. 

May  2,  1896, 

Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 

31. 

Mary  C.  Hays, 

May  28,  1896, 

Indiana,  Pa. 

32. 

May  Levy, 

Sept.  14,  1896, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

33. 

Harriet  P.  Slattery, 

Sept.  22,  1896, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

34. 

Eliza  Hopley, 

Jan.  4,  1897, 

Munhall,  Pa. 

35. 

Lizzie  M.  Flanigan, 

Jan.  11, 1897, 

Confluence,  Pa. 

36. 

Kathleen  A.  Tragesser, 

April  20,  1897, 

McKeesport,  Pa. 
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-By-L,aius 

fin*  the 

-Ltlpstn'n  ^Prnnspluanici  jnstitutiau  far  thr  33lind. 


Made  anti  adopted  by  the  members  of  the  Corporation,  at 
a general  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  and  held  March  17th, 
1887,  with  such  amendments  as  have  been  made  at  various 
meetings  of  the  Corporation,  including  the  annual  meeting  held 
May  14th,  1888,  and  at  the  Directors’  meetings. 

BUSINESS. 

1.  The  business  of  this  Corporation  shall  be  managed 
and  conducted  by  a President,  two  Vice-Presidents,  a Board 
of  Directors,  a Clerk  or  Secretary,  a Treasurer,  and  such 
other  Officers,  Agents  and  Committees  as  may  be  appointed 
from  time  to  time  by  the  Directors. 

DIRECTORS. 

2.  The  Directors  shall  be  chosen  annually  by  the 
members  of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  hold  their  offices  until 
others  are  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead. 

The  Directors  shall  be  divided  into  three  classes,  and 
three  of  them  shall  be  elected  for  a term  of  one  year,  three 
for  a term  of  two  years,  and  three  for  a term  of  three  years, 
respectively;  and,  at  all  ensuing  elections  of  said  Corporation, 
the  Corporators  shall  only  elect  the  number  of  Directors 
necessary  to  take  the  place  of  those  whose  term  of  office 
shall  then  expire,  and  such  Directors  shall  then  all  be  chosen 
for  a term  of  three  years. 


ANNUAL  MEETING. 


3.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  for  the 
election  of  Directors  and  the  transaction  of  other  business, 
shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  in  each  year  succeed- 
ing the  present,  in  the  City  of  Pittsburgh.  General  meetings 
of  the  members  of  the  Corporation  may  be  called  by  the  Di- 
rectors when  necessary.  Notice  of  all  annual  meetings  shall 
be  published  in  one  newspaper,  in  the  City  of  Pittsburgh,  at 
least  five  days  prior  to  any  such  meeting. 

SECRETARY. 

d.  The  Clerk  or  Secretary  shall  record  all  the  votes  of 
the  Corporation,  and  the  minutes  of  its  transactions,  in  a book 
kept  for  that  purpose. 

TREASURER. 

5.  The  Treasurer  shall  give  bond  in  the  sum  of  $5,000, 
with  such  securities  as  the  Directors  may  require  for  the  faith- 
ful discharge  of  his  duties;  and  he  shall  keep  the  moneys  of 
the  Corporation  in  a separate  account,  and  shall  report  to  the 
Directors  whenever  required,  and  pay  all  warrants  drawn  by 
the  Executive  Committee. 

PRESIDENT. 

6.  The  President,  or  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  shall 
preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Directors,  and  at  meetings  of 
the  members  of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  have  and  exercise 
all  the  powers  which  ordinarily  belong  to  the  presiding  officer 
of  representative  bodies. 

QUORUM. 

7.  A majority  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation 
who  are  present  at  any  regularly  called  meeting,  shall  be  com- 
petent to  transact  business.  Members  may  attend  in  person 
or  by  proxy. 

POWER  OF  DIRECTORS. 

8.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  fill  all  vacancies 
which  may  happen  by  death,  resignation  or  otherwise. 
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9.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  make  and  enforce 
all  such  rules  and  orders  as  they  may  deem  reasonable  or  neces- 
sary for  the  management  of  the  affairs  and  business  of  the  Cor- 
poration, and  for  the  government  of  its  agents  and  employes. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

10.  In  addition  to  the  Corporators  named  in  the  Char- 

ter, members  may  be  admitted  by  the  Corporators  upon  the 
following  terms:  Contributors  of  sums  of  money  or  other 

property  to  the  value  of  $500,  may  be  elected  to  life  member- 
ship; and  annual  contributors  of  not  less  than  $50  may  be 
elected  to  membership,  but  in  the  latter  case,  such  membership 
shall  terminate  upon  default  of  such  annual  contribution.  All 
members  of  the  Corporation  shall,  during  the  period  of  their 
membership,  be  entitled  to  vote  at  all  general  meetings  of  the 
Corporation. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

11.  The  President  shall,  at  the  organization  of  the 
Board  each  year,  appoint  an  Executive  Committee  consisting 
of  three  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  who  shall  examine 
and  approve  all  bills,  and  when  found  in  order,  issue  warrants 
on  the  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  same.  All  bills  must  be 
approved  by  the  Executive  Committee,  and  every  warrant 
shall  be  drawn  on  the  Treasurer,  and  countersigned  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

12.  The  President  shall  appoint  an  Auditing  Committee 
of  three  members,  who  shall  annually  audit  the  accounts  of  the 
Secretary,  Treasurer,  or  other  officers,  and  make  report  thereof 
to  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  also  to  the  Corporators. 

AMENDMENTS. 

13.  These  By-Laws  may  be  altered  or  amended  by  a 
two-thirds  vote,  at  any  regular  meeting  of  the  Directors,  pro- 
vided due  notice  has  been  given  at  a previous  meeting,  and 
not  otherwise. 
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proceedings  of  the  Jucorgovators 


AT  THEIR 

Annual  IHrcthtg,  iHata  2tr,  1898. 


The  eleventh  annual  meeting  of  the  Incorporators  and 
Life  Members  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for 
the  Blind,  duly  summoned  in  accordance  with  the  By-Laws, 
was  held  at  the  Institution,  Bellefield  avenue,  Pittsburgh, 
this  afternoon,  May  2d,  1898,  at  2.30  o’clock. 

Present,  Rev.  J.  G.  Brown.  D.D.,  Dr.  J.  A.  Lippin- 
cott,  Col.  Wm.  A.  Herron,  Col.  J.  M.  Schoonmaker  and  Mr. 
Chas.  F.  Dean,  members  of  the  Corporation  ; Messrs  Finley 
H.  Lloyd  and  O.  M.  Edwards,  Directors,  and  H.  B.  Jacobs, 
Superintendent. 

On  motion  of  C.  F.  Dean,  the  meeting  was  duly  or- 
ganized by  the  election  of  Geo.  W.  Dilworth  President, 
and  O.  M.  Edwards,  Secretary. 

Upon  the  request  of  the  President,  the  proceedings 
were  opened  with  prayer  by  Dr.  Brown. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting,  held  May  3d, 
1897,  were  read  and  declared  approved. 

The  Secretary  stated  that,  in  compliance  with  the  By- 
Laws,  notice  of  the  meeting  had  been  published  in  the 
Pittsburgh  Daily  Dispatch , in  three  different  issues  of  the 
paper,  namely,  April  26th.  28th  and  30th  ultimo ; also, 
that  a circular  notice  of  the  meeting  had  been  sent  to  all  the 
Incorporators  and  Life  Members. 
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The  annual  reports  of  the  Officers  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  were  then  presented.  All  were  accepted  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  Chas.  F.  Dean,  ex- 
hibited a balance  of  $1,180.91  to  the  credit  of  the  Institu- 
tion, in  the  Union  National  Bank  of  this  City. 

On  motion,  Messrs  Dilworth  and  Edwards  were  ap- 
pointed a Committee  to  audit  the  Treasurer’s  accounts  and 
verify  his  report. 

The  Secretary  then  announced  that  the  terms  of  Dr.  J. 
A.  Lippincott,  Wm.  L.  Abbott  and  O.  M.  Edwards,  as 
Directors  of  the  Institution,  expired  with  this  meeting. 

On  motion  offered  by  Mr.  Dean,  it  was  agreed  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  election  of  three  Directors  to  serve  durum  the 

o 

ensuing  three  years. 

Nomination  being  called  for,  Col.  Schoonmaker  arose 
and  placed  in  nomination  Messrs  Lippincott,  Abbott  and 
Edwards,  for  re-election. 

There  being  no  other  names  presented,  on  motion  of 
Dr.  Brown,  the  nominations  were  closed,  and  the  Chair 
appointed  Mr.  C.  F.  Dean  teller  of  the  election. 

On  motion,  the  Secretary  was  authorized  to  cast  the 
ballot  of  the  Incorporators  for  the  gentlemen  nominated. 
In  doing  so,  he  presented  the  proxies  of  Jas.  P.  Hanna, 
Mrs  Mary  Thaw  Thompson,  S.  S.  Marvin,  Maj.  A.  M. 
Brown,  Benjamin  Thaw,  John  B.  Jackson  and  Hon.  Felix 
R.  Brunot. 

The  teller  announced  that  the  ballot  cast  showed  that 
Dr.  Lippincott,  and  Messrs  Abbott  and  Edwards  had  re- 
ceived the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Incorporators  present 
and  the  proxies  submitted  ; whereupon,  the  Chair  declared 
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them  duly  elected  Directors  of  the  Institution  for  three 
years  from  this  date. 

On  motion  offered  by  Dr.  Brown,  the  Superintendent 
was  instructed  to  compile  and  have  printed,  in  pamphlet 
form,  1,000  copies  of  the  annual  report,  and  to  solicit  pro- 
positions from  several  of  the  leading  printing  houses  in  the 
city  for  the  printing  and  binding  of  the  same. 

The  Superintendent  was  also  instructed  to  make  due 
acknowledgment  in  the  report  of  all  donations,  favors  and 
other  tokens  of  kindness  received  from  friends  of  the  Insti- 
tution during  the  past  year. 

There  being  no  further  business  before  the  Incorpora- 
tors, on  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

O.  M.  Edwards, 

Secretary. 


president’s  fRqjott. 


To  the  Incorporators  and  Life  Members  of  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind : 

Gentlemen — To-day  I take  pleasure  in  presenting  to 
you  the  Eleventh  Annual  Report  of  the  Western  Penn- 
sylvania Institution  for  the  Blind,  it  being  also  my  first  re- 
port as  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

As  a preliminary,  I take  occasion  to  say  that,  as  I 
was  unavoidably  absent  at  the  time  of  your  last  annual 
meeting,  it  is  eminently  proper  for  me,  as  we  convene  here 
to-day  for  the  purpose  of  considering  matters  pertaining  to 
the  welfare  of  our  organization,  to  express  my  appreciation 
of  the  interest  and  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  Institution  of 
our  late  President,  Mr.  A.  M.  Marshall,  and  to  thank  the 
Board  of  Directors  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  me,  in 
making  me  his  successor. 

Mr.  Marshall  had  been  associated  with  me  in  this 
good  work  from  the  incipiency  of  the  enterprise.  He  was 
one  of  the  committee  appointed  eight  years  ago  to  visit 
Institutions  for  the  Blind  in  adjoining  States,  and  gather 
such  information  relative  to  their  methods  of  operation  as 
would  enable  us  to  form  some  idea  of  the  scope  of  our  work 
and  its  requirements,  with  a view  to  an  intelligent  organiz- 
ation of  a school  of  like  character,  in  the  western  part  of 
this  State.  As  our  first  President,  with  zeal  and  unabated 
interest,  he  served  in  that  capacity  for  ten  years,  and  it  is 
worthy  of  note,  that  the  end  of  his  earthly  career  marked 
the  close  of  the  first  decade  of  an  undertaking,  resting 
upon  a sure  foundation,  in  which  he  took  such  active  in- 
terest, and  to  which  he  was  pleased  to  refer  often  as  his 
“ last  benevolent  enterprise.” 
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Since  the  organization  of  the  school,  each  added  year 
has  marked  a record  of  its  steady  growth  and  a substantial 
development  of  all  its  interests.  But  you  will  be  interested 
in  knowing  that  the  past  year  may  be  regarded  as  the  most 
successful  in  its  history.  The  number  of  pupils  admitted  has 
been  between  80  and  85,  a decided  increase  over  former  years, 
and  we  feel  greatly  encouraged,  not  only  from  the  fact  of 
our  numerical  increase,  but  also  from  what  has  been  accom- 
plished in  the  line  of  instruction  and  in  our  ability,  thus  far, 
to  meet  the  growing  needs  of  the  school,  and  the  assured 
future  which  opens  before  us,  with  its  possibilities  of  still 
greater  achievements.  Indeed,  it  is  rather  remarkable  how 
rapidly  the  school  has  developed  in  all  its  departments,  and 
has  become  an  important  part  of  the  educational  work  of  the 
State.  This  is  explainable  only  on  the  hypothesis  that  there 
was  a demand  for  it.  It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  in  the 
management  of  the  Institution  and  in  the  enlargement  of  the 
scope  of  its  influence,  it  is  accomplishing  the  work  for 
which  it  was  established.  With  a liberal  policy  on  our 
part,  and  a proper  support  from  the  State  and  those  who 
are  benevolently  disposed,  it  is  sure  to  meet  the  demands  of 
the  future,  and  to  prove  of  great  benefit  to  this  unfortunate 
class  of  children  in  the  western  part  of  our  Commonwealth. 

Our  finances  have  been  handled  with  the  utmost  care, 
and  we  have  made  the  most  of  the  means  at  our  disposal. 
We  feel  sure  that  we  have  received  full  value  for  every 
dollar  expended.  While  a year  ago  we  had  to  our  credit 
in  bank,  from  the  State  and  other  sources,  an  aggregate 
amount  of  a little  more  than  $4,000.00,  this  sum,  since 
that  time,  has  been  considerably  reduced  by  the  payment 
of  the  assessment  against  the  Institution  tor  the  improve- 
ment of  Bellefield  avenue,  amounting  to  $4,184.68.  This 
left  us  without  sufficient  funds  to  meet  our  expenses  quar- 
terly, and  it  became  necessary  for  us  to  borrow  money, 
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temporarily,  to  meet  such  current  expenses,  until  we  receiv- 
ed our  quarterly  appropriations  from  the  State.  It  would 
be  very  gratifying  if  we  could,  as  my  predecessor  wisely 
suggested  on  several  occasions,  accumulate  an  endowment 
fund  from  the  income  of  which,  we  would  he  able  to  meet 
such  emergencies,  and  thereby  be  relieved  of  anxiety  and 
uncertainty  in  trying  to  meet  our  obligations. 

We  have  now  occupied  this  building  for  four  years. 
During  that  period,  as  I have  already  stated,  the  school  has 
greatly  increased  in  numbers,  and  numerous  additions  have 
been  made  to  the  course  of  instruction  in  all  the  depart- 
ments; and,  if  we  wish  to  encourage  a further  development 
of  work,  the  time  has  come,  I think,  when  greater  facilities 
should  be  provided.  I would  therefore  suggest  that  steps 
be  taken  at  an  early  date  to  finish  the  third  story  of  the 
building,  which,  on  account  of  lack  of  funds,  when  the 
building  was  erected,  was  left  in  an  unfinished  state.  The 
necessities  of  the  hour  seem  to  demand  that  this  slionld  be 
done,  even  though  we  shall  be  compelled  to  borrow  money 
for  the  purpose.  If  this  step  should  be  taken,  I sincerely 
hope  that  the  next  Legislature  will  see  the  justice  ol  reim- 
bursing us  for  the  money  thus  expended.  While  a large 
percentage  of  the  pupils  in  the  school  has  come  from  Alle- 
gheny county,  by  referring  to  the  Superintendent’s  last 
annual  report,  it  will  he  seen  that  last  year’s  pupils  were 
enrolled  from  18  counties  of  the  State,  and,  possibly,  there 
are  as  many  counties  represented  in  the  Institution  now. 
Surely,  it  is  nothing  more  than  just  that  the  State  should 
make  the  necessary  provision  for  the  proper  accommodation 
of  these  children,  and  others  asking  for  admission. 

I am  glad  to  be  able  to  state  at  this  time  that  the  por- 
trait of  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Schenley  is  fast  approaching  comple- 
tion. The  work  has  been  delayed  some  in  order  to  give  the 
artist,  Mr.  I vcisser.  an  opportunity  to  obtain  as  correct  an 
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idea  as  possible  of  a subject  whom  he  had  never  seen. 
The  painting  has  been  favorably  criticised  by  those  who 
have  seen  it,  and  when  it  is  placed  in  our  parlor,  it  will  be 
a fitting  recognition  of  the  magnificent  gift  to  the  Institu- 
tion from  that  lady.  The  grounds  she  so  generously  dona- 
ted to  this  work  have  increased  in  value  with  each  succeed- 
ing year.  From  our  present  surroundings  and  standpoint, 
the  opportunities  and  advantages  offorded  the  Institution  by 
its  location,  far  excel  anything  we  were  able  to  contemplate 
or  could  anticipate,  in  the  beginning. 

Mrs.  Schenley  not  only  deeded  in  fee  simple  to  the 
Institution,  for  its  permanent  location,  this  valuable  and 
desirable  piece  of  ground,  but  a year  or  two  ago,  when  the 
Institution  was  assessed  by  the  City  of  Pittsburgh  to  the 
amount  of  over  eight  thousand  dollars  for  damages  for  the 
opening  of  Bellefield  avenue,  she  again  showed  her  kind- 
ness of  heart  and  interest  in  the  success  of  our  organization, 
by  willingly  assuming  that  indebtedness,  and  thus  relieved 
the  Board  of  a burden  it  was  ill  prepared  to  bear.  Our 
exchequer  was  low,  and  had  not  Mrs.  Schenley  so  gener- 
ouslv  come  to  our  aid,  we  would  have  been  obliged  to  bor- 
row  money  to  pay  that  assessment. 

In  conclusion,  I beg  leave  to  say  that  1 feel  that  we 
have  passed  the  initial  or  experimental  period  of  this  under- 
taking, and  all  fears  and  doubts  as  to  the  necessity  for  such 
an  Institution  in  Pittsburgh  and  its  successful  operation, 
are  now  removed.  Let  us  cherish  the  hope  that  the  good 
work  so  satisfactorily  conducted  thus  far,  may  be  continued, 
and  may  we  regard  it  not  as  a task  but  as  a privilege  and 
a duty  to  be  engaged  in  it.  And  may  God  in  his  infinite 
goodness  bless  our  efforts. 

Assuring  you  that  harmony,  warm  personal  regard 
and  cordiality  prevail  among  the  members  of  the  Board, 

thi*  rRl)01^  's  Respectfully  submitted, 

W iLLiAM  A.  Herron,  President. 


Report  of  the  treasurer 


Eleventh  Annual  Report  of  Chas.  F.  Dean,  Treasurer  of 
the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
for  the  year  ending  April  30th,  1898. 


Balance  on  hand,  May  1st,  1897 $ 4,137  08 

Received  from  State  Treasurer,  Maintenance $17,767  17 

“ “ “ “ Repairs,  &c 1,919  38  19,686  55 

“ “ Sale  of  Brooms  manufactured 195  26 

“ “ Proceeds  of  Notes  discounted 4,800  00 

•Cash  donations  during  the  year  : 

Nicholas  W.  Tragesser 10  00 

Peter  Reichenberger 36  00  46  00 

Total $28,864  89 

Disbursements. 

Salaries $6,510  07 

Wages  of  Employes 2,586  32 

Supplies 5.016  80 

Street  Improvements 4,562  47 

Furniture,  &c ..., 807  21 

Light  and  Heat 552  65 

Repairs 1,039  87 

Interest  and  Insurance 1.168  93 

Printing 45  75 

Sundry  Expenses 593  91  $22,883  98 

Notes  Paid 4,800  00 

Balance  on  hand,  April  30th,  1898 1,180  91 


Total $28,864  89 


Union  National  Bank  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa., 

April  30th,.  1898. 

This  is  to  certify  that  the  sum  of  §1.180.91,  as  shown  in  the  above 
account,  stands  to  the  credit  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  the  Blind  on  the  books  of  this  bank,  at  this  date. 

Geo.  W.  Paden,  Asst.  Cashier. 

Pittsburgh,  May  6tli,  1898. 

The  undersigned  committee  appointed  to  audit  the  account  of  Mr. 
C.  F.  Dean,  Treasurer,  hereby  certfy  that  they  have  made  such  exami- 
nation and  find  the  above  account  to  be  correct. 

Geo.  W.  Dilworth, 

O.  M.  Edwards. 


MISS  JANE  HOLMES, 

Whose  beneficence  led  to  the  founding  of  this  Institution. 
Seventeen  benevolent  organizations  of  different  kinds  have 
been  the  recipients  of  her  bequests.  To  these  have  been  dis- 
tributed from  the  proceeds  of  her  estate,  to  this  time,  upwards 
of  $l, 300, 000.00. 


i'hc  Secretary's  Report. 


Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  2d,  1898. 

To  the  Incorporators  and  Life  Members  of  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind : 

Gentlemen — As  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 
I have  the  honor  to  present  to  you  my  annual  report,  it 
being  a brief  statement  ot  such  matters  pertaining  to  the 
general  management  of  the  Institution  during  the  past  year 
as  may  be  interesting  to  you  and  all  other  friends  of  this 
benevolent  enterprise. 

The  Directors  have  met  regularly,  at  least  once  a 
month,  during  the  year,  except  during  the  months  of  July 
and  August  when  the  school  had  its  vacation,  and  the 
regular  work  was  suspended.  They  have  kept  themselves 
well  informed  as  to  the  condition  of  the  Institution  and  its 
operations,  and  have  been  ready  to  give  counsel  to  those  in 
charge,  and  prompt  to  consider  such  measures  as  were 
deemed  necessary  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  school  and 
extend  its  sphere  of  usefulness. 

Although  no  material  changes  have  been  made  in  the 
administration  of  the  several  departments  of  the  Institution 
since  our  last  annual  meeting,  it  is  gratifying  to  state  that 
there  is  evidence  of  marked  progress  everywhere.  The 
beneficent  objects  of  the  establishment  have  been  steadily 
kept  in  view  and  pursued  with  energy,  and  with 
satisfactory  results. 

The  Superintendent’s  report  shows  that  the  number 
of  pupils  in  attendance  at  this  time,  is  considerably  larger 
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than  that  of  any  previous  year;  that  the  general  health  ol 
the  inmates  has  been  good,  there  being  comparatively 
little  sickness  among  them,  and  that  the  work  of  instruction 
has  been  conducted  with  fidelity  and  zeal. 

The  finances  of  the  Institution  have  been  judiciously 
managed.  Prudence  has  been  exercised  and  strict  economy 
practiced  in  making  the  necessary  purchases  for  the 
establishment ; and,  while  the  needs  of  the  school  have 
been  supplied  and  ample  provision  has  been  made  for  the 
care  and  comfort  of  the  pupils,  the  current  expenses  have 
been  kept  within  the  limits  of  our  income  for  support. 
The  Treasurer’s  report  shows  a balance  of  $1,180.91  to 
our  credit  in  bank  on  this  date.*  This  sum  represents  the 
amount  of  money  available  to  meet  the  necessary  expenses 
of  the  Institution  until  the  31st  instant,  on  which  date  the 
current  quarter  closes.  Soon  after  that  date,  the  Board 
hopes  to  be  reimbursed  for  the  total  expenditures  during 
the  quarter,  by  receipts  from  the  State  appropriation. 

The  President  has  stated  in  his  report  that  the  Board  was 
called  upon  during  the  year  to  pay  an  assessment  for  the 
improvement  of  Bellefield  Avenue.  This  so  nearly  ex- 
hausted the  working  balance  which  remained  in  our  hands 
from  the  last  distribution  of  the  funds  of  the  Miss  Jane 
Holmes  Estate,  that  the  Board  was  obliged,  on  several 
occasions,  to  make  temporary  loans  to  meet  our  expenses 
monthly.  We  may  be  compelled  to  continue  this  for  some 
time,  or,  at  least  until  our  funds  by  some  unexpected  means 
are  replenished. 

During  the  year  a number  of  embossed  books,  a large 
dissecting  map  of  the  United  States  and  a large  revolving 

* This  balance,  I am  glad  to  state,  was  augmented  soon  after  the 
Treasurer  made  his  report,  by  a donation  of  §500.00  from  Mr.  Finley  H. 
Lloyd,  a member  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  Board  showed  its  ap- 
preciation of  this  gift  by  expressing  to  Mr.  Lloyd  its  sincere  thanks  for 
this  evidence  of  his  interest  in  our  work. 
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planisphere,  with  the  contour  of  the  several  continents  in 
bold  relief,  were  purchased  for  the  literary  department  of 
the  school.  These  were  all  obtained  from  the  American 
Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  located  at  Louisville,  Ivy., 
and  were  paid  for  out  of  the  quota  due  this  Institution,  of  a 
fund  provided  by  an  Act  of  Congress  “ to  promote  the 
education  of  the  blind.”  We  also  purchased  for  the  same 
department  “The  Jones  Model  of  the  Earth,”  a large 
relief  globe  well  mounted.  For  the  musical  department 
we  purchased  two  good  pianos  from  the  C.  C.  Mellor  Co.,  of 
this  city,  at  a reasonable  price.  The  industrial  department 
has  also  been  supplied  with  the  necessary  materials  and 
appliances  to  enable  the  teachers  to  conduct  their  work  in  a 
satisfactory  manner.  A detailed  account  of  the  work  of 
these  departments  will  be  found  in  the  Superintendent’s 
report. 

A number  of  miscellaneous  improvements  and  repairs 
were  made  to  the  buildings  during  the  year.  All  the  out- 
side wood  work  was  painted  with  two  good  coats  of  paint. 
The  ceilings  and  walls  of  the  corridors  on  the  second  floor, 
and  the  ceilings  and  walls  of  a number  of  rooms  on  the 
same  floor,  were  painted  with  linseed  oil  and  lead  paint  of 
various  and  appropriate  tints. 

The  long  tables  which  were  used  in  the  school  room 
of  the  junior  class  were  removed,  and  the  room  was 
furnished  with  individual  school  desks,  which  are  more 
comfortable,  and  add  much  to  the  appearance  of  the  room. 
The  girl’s  work  room  was  also  refurnished  with  new  and 
larger  tables,  which  are  much  more  appropriate  for  use  in 
this  department  than  the  furniture  removed. 

Much  of  the  coco  matting  which  was  laid  in  all  the 
halls,  when  the  new  building  was  first  furnished  four  years 
ago,  was  worn-out,  and  during  the  last  summer  vacation 
it  was  taken  up,  and,  in  the  side  and  rear  halls  of  the  first 
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and  second  stories,  material  of  better  quality  was  laid. 
The  front  halls  were  covered  with  a good  quality  of 
Brussels  carpet  of  neat  and  appropriate  pattern. 

Other  minor  improvements,  which  have  added  much 
to  the  appearance  of  the  premises  and  the  comfort  of  the 
inmates,  have  been  made.  The  building  is  always  kept 
neat  and  clean  and  in  excellent  sanatory  condition. 

A large  and  handsome  eight-day  clock  was  purchased 
last  summer  from  Blodgett  Bros.,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  at  a 
very  reasonable  price.  It  has  an  attachment  called  the 
Westminster  Chime,  and  it  not  only  strikes  the  hours  but 
also  chimes  at  each  quarter  of  the  hour,  and  then  strikes  the 
hour  just  passed.  That  is,  at  the  first  quarter  the  chime  is 
heard  once,  and  the  clock  strikes  the  hour  just  passed;  at  the 
second  quarter  the  chime  is  heard  twice,  and  soon  the  clock 
again  strikes  the  hour ; at  the  third  quarter  the  chime  is 
heard  three  times,  and  the  hour  is  again  struck.  At  the 
full  hour  the  chime  is  heard  four  times,  and  the  clock 
strikes  tire  hour  indicated.  Thus,  by  a little  attention,  the 
inmates  are  kept  well  informed  of  the  time  of  the  day,  and 
regulate  their  studies  accordingly.  The  clock  stands  in  the 
lower  hall,  and  during  the  still  hours  of  the  night  it  can  be 
heard  in  almost  every  part  of  the  first  and  second  stories  of 
the  building.  It  is  a very  desirable  and  useful  piece  of 
furniture  in  an  institution  of  this  kind. 

Owing  to  the  increased  number  of  pupils  in  attendance, 
and  the  consequent  need  of  more  dormitory  space,  the  Board 
has  under  consideration  the  feasibility  of  completing  the  third 
story  of  the  building.  In  the  original  plans,  this  part  of  the 
building  was  intended  wholly  for  dormitory  purposes,  but, 
for  lack  of  funds,  it  has  remained  in  an  unfinished  state. 
The  only  seeming  difficulty  in  the  way  now  to  putting  this 
story  in  condition  to  be  occupied,  is  the  need  of  the  neces- 
sary funds.  According  to  present  indications,  it  will  soon 
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be  necessary  to  do  this  work,  even  though  the  Board  shall 
be  obliged  to  borrow  the  money  to  meet  the  expenses. 

The  Directors  individually  have  taken  a deep  interest 
in  the  progress  and  welfare  of  the  Institution.  At  their 
monthly  meeting  in  March  last,  they  adopted  a new  article 
to  the  By-Laws,  which  authorizes  the  President  to  divide 
the  members  of  the  Board  annually  into  committees  of  two 
members  each,  whose  duty  it  shall  he  to  visit  the  Institu- 
tion at  least  once  a month,  examine  the  school  work  and 
inspect  the  buildings,  and  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Board.  Thus,  it  is  hoped  to  secure,  in  a stated  period,  a 
visitation  from  all  the  members.  It  is  expected  that  much 
good  will  result  from  the  carrying  into  effect  of  this  By- 
Law. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

O.  M.  Edwards, 

Secretary. 


X'hc  Superintendent's  Report. 


Western  Penn ’a  Institution  for  the  Blind, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  2d,  1898. 
To  the  Board  of  Directors  : 

Gentlemen — In  the  performance  of  my  duty,  I have 
the  pleasure  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  annual 
report  of  the  operations  and  condition  of  this  Institution, 
the  same  being  for  the  year  ending  on  this  date. 

It  is  difficult  to  give,  year  after  year,  a detailed  account 
of  the  affairs  of  an  establishment  of  this  kind,  without  re- 
peating, in  one  phrasing  or  another,  much  that  has  been 
said  in  previous  reports.  But,  as  you  have  been  kept  well 
informed  during  the  past  year  regarding  the  operations  of 
the  several  departments  of  the  school,  I shall  endeavor  to 
avoid  in  this  narration  of  events  a repetition  of  minor  mat- 
ters with  which  you  are  already  familiar,  and  confine  myself 
to  a brief  summary  of  the  leading  features  of  our  work. 

Although  the  Institution  has  gradually  grown  and 
made  satisfactory  improvement  in  all  its  departments  from 
the  beginning,  during  no  period  has  its  advancement  to 
higher  planes  of  usefulness  been  more  marked  than  during 
the  year  just  closed  ; and  it  is  evident  that,  if  the  same 
progressive  spirit  is  continued,  it  will  only  be  a short  time 
before  it  takes  rank  with  the  best  schools  of  this  kind  in 
the  country. 

The  aims  and  purposes  of  the  Institution  have  been 
constantly  kept  in  view,  and  an  earnest  effort  has  been 
made  to  meet  every  new  requirement  as  it  arose.  The 
health  of  the  pupils  throughout  the  year  has  been  excel- 
lent; the  policy  of  the  management  has  been  along  the 
most  advanced  and  liberal  lines,  and  the  progress  of  the 
pupils  in  school  duties  and  work  has  been  satisfactory. 
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We  have  not  only  tried  to  care  for  and  train  in  the 
most  practical  and  judicious  manner  the  pupils  placed  di- 
rectly in  our  charge,  but  we  have  endeavored  to  extend,  as 
far  as  possible,  the  benefits  of  the  school  to  worthy  blind  peo- 
ple outside  of  it;  and,  it  will  no  doubt  be  gratifying  to  you 
and  to  all  others  who  have  part  in  this  work,  to  learn  that 
there  are  a number  of  blind  people  in  our  midst — people 
who  became  blind  after  middle  life — who,  through  our  di- 
rection and  advice,  have  learned  to  read  the  embossed  books 
printed  for  the  blind,  and  their  ability  to  do  so  has  been  a 
source  of  much  satisfaction  and  comfort  to  them,  and  tends 
to  lessen  the  weight  of  their  deprivations.  Thus,  the  Insti- 
tution is  quietly  doing  a work  and  extending  its  benefits  in 
a manner  that  was  hardly  expected  of  it  at  the  beginning, 
and,  as  a benevolent  enterprise,  it  surely  has  a special  claim 
on  the  sympathy  and  support  of  the  people  of  Western 
Pennsylvania. 

Tiie  Sessions  of  the  School. 

The  last  term  of  the  school  closed  on  Wednesday, 
June  23d  last,  after  a continuous  session  of  forty-two 
weeks,  which  was  interrupted  only  by  a brief  vacation  dur- 
ing the  Christmas  holidays.  At  the  earnest  request  of  the 
parents  of  the  pupils,  most  of  them  were  permitted  to 
spend  this  brief  vacation  at  their  homes,  or  among  other 
friends. 

While  at  the  date  of  making  my  last  annual  report 
72  pupils — 3b  boys  and  36  girls — had  been  enrolled,  6 new 
ones — 2 boys  and  4 girls — were  added  to  the  list  before 
the  close  of  the  term,  so  that  the  total  enrollment  for  the 
full  term  was  78 — 38  boys  and  40  girls.  Of  these,  18 — 
9 boys  and  9 girls — were  new  pupils. 

Commencement  Exercises. 

At  the  close  of  the  term,  6 pupils — 3 boys  and  3 girls 
— namely,  William  H.  Long,  Frank  C.  Gaston,  Robert  A. 
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Clark,  Grace  E.  Marker,  Jean  Cowan  and  Maud  S.  Hays, 
having  completed  the  course  of  study  prescribed  for  the 
Institution,  and  having  reached  a reasonable  degree  of  pro- 
ficiency in  the  art  of  music  and  industrial  pursuits,  were 
graduated  from  the  school.  All  these  students  were  admit- 
ted during  the  first  term  of  the  Institution.  Will  H. 
Long,  Maud  S.  Hays,  and  Grace  E.  Marker  were  the  re- 
maining three  of  the  six  pupils  who  entered  the  Institution 
the  first  day  it  was  opened,  on  Forty-second  street,  Pitts- 
burgh, October,  15th,  1890.  Frank  C.  Gaston  was  ad- 
mitted the  second  day;  Jean  Cowan  and  Robert  A. 
Clark  were  received  several  months  later.  All  were  regular 
in  attendance  from  the  time  they  entered,  until  they  grad- 
uated. 

As  this  was  the  first  class  to  graduate  from  the  Insti- 
tution, we  endeavored  to  make  the  closing  exercises  last 
June  an  event  of  special  interest  in  the  history  of  the 
school.  They  were  begun  with  a baccalaureate  sermon  deliv- 
ered by  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Brown,  D.  D.,  in  the  chapel,  on  Sunday 
afternoon,  June  30th.  Dr.  Brown  took  for  his  text,  Proverbs 
30:  28,  “ The  spider  taketh  hold  with  her  hands,  and  is  in 
kings’  palaces,”  and  drew  from  it  a number  of  interesting 
and  profitable  lessons.  Besides  the  pupils  and  faculty, 
there  was  a fair  attendance  of  friends  of  the  Institution, 
from  Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny. 

The  commencement  exercises  were  held  in  the  chapel  on 
Monday  evening,  June  21st,  1897.  The  hall  was  filled  to 
its  utmost  capacity  with  an  appreciative  audience  represen- 
tative of  the  best  people  of  this  community.  On  the  stage 
were  seated  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  members 
of  the  faculty,  and  the  graduates.  It  was  elaborately  and 
tastefully  decorated  with  palms  and  flowers,  and  the  colors 
of  the  Institution,  purple  and  orange.  The  graduates  were 
encouraged  by  the  cordial  and  sympathetic  greeting  they 
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received  from  the  audience.  The  weather  was  favorable, 
and  everything  seemed  to  conduce  to  the  success  of  the 
occasion. 

An  excellent  programme  was  presented,  and  all  the  num- 
bers, without  exception,  were  well  rendered.  The  orations 
of  the  graduates  were  original  productions  on  live  topics, 
as  the  program  appended  shows.  They  gave  evidence  of 
close  thought  and  careful  preparation,  and  were  delivered 
in  a pleasing  manner.  The  diplomas  were  awarded  by 
Col.  William  A.  Herron,  President  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors,, after  a brief  address  to  the  class. 

The  orations  of  the  graduates  and  the  manner  in  which 
the  other  pupils  who  took  part  in  the  exercises  acquitted 
themselves,  left  a favorable  impression  upon  the  audience, 
and  elicited  many  hearty  expressions  of  commendation 
and  approval.  In  fact,  the  commencement,  from  beginning 
to  end,  indicated  the  satisfactory  results  that  can  be  obtained 
in  an  Institution  of  this  kind,  and  were,  as  they  expressed 
it,  a surprising  revelation  to  many. 

The  following  is  the  program  presented  on  the  occasion  : 
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program. 


Anthem — “ God  will  be  with  His  people,” C.  E.  Leslie 

Graduating  Class  and  other  Pupils. 

Invocation. 

Chorus — “Joyful  Praise,” 17.  A.  Lafferty 

School  Choir. 

“ Influences  in  the  Formation  of  Character,” 

Maud  S.  Hays. 

Solo,  (Piauo) — “Kamennoi  Ostrow,” Rubinstein 

Will  H.  Long. 


“ The  Achievements  of  the  Latter  Half  of  the  Nineteenth  Century,” 

Robert  A.  Clark. 

“The  Value  of  Mathematical  Studies,” 

Grace  E.  Marker. 

Ballad — “My  Hame  is  where  the  Heather  blooms,” 


Jean  Cowan.  Reginald  de  Koven 

“The  Elector,” 

Frank  C.  Gaston. 

Solo,  (Piano) — “ The  Last  Hope,” Gottschalk 

Robert  A.  Clark. 


“ Woman’s  Position  and  Influence  at  the  close  of  the  Nineteenth 

Century,” 

Jean  Cowan. 

Trio,  (Piano) — “ Alpeuglockchen,” Theodore  Oesten 

Grace  E.  Marker,  Jean  Cowan  and  Maud  S.  Hays. 

“The  Elements  of  Success,” 

Will  H.  Long. 

Gavotte — “ Bellefield,”  written  for  the  occasiou J Gernert 

Institute  Orchestra. 

Awarding  Diplomas  by  Col.  William  A.  Herron,  President  of  the 

Board  of  Directors. 

Chorus — “ Let  the  Hills  and  Vales  Resound,” Brinley  Richards 

Benediction. 


ARCHIBALD  M.  MARSHALL. 

Mr.  Marshall  was  present  at  the  first  meeting  held,  November  23d,  1S96,  to  con- 
sider the  feasibility  of  establishing  an  Institution  for  the  Blind  in  Pittsburgh.  Upon 
the  organization  of  the  first  Board  of  Directors,  he  was  elected  its  President  and  con- 
tinued to  occupy  that  important  position  until  his  death,  which  occurred  April  28th, 
1897.  Evidently,  his  connection  with  and  his  efforts  in  behalf  of  this  Institution,  did 
much  to  inspire  confidence  in  the  enterprise  among  the  benevolent  people  of  this 
community. 
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The  school  term  was  brought  to  a close  with  a popu- 
lar concert,  on  Tuesday  evening,  June  22d.  The  mere 
announcement  that  such  an  entertainment  would  be  given, 
was  sufficient  to  again  throng  the  chapel  with  an  interested 
audience.  Indeed,  many  were  unable  to  obtain  seats,  and 
stood  throughout  the  evening. 

The  pupils  who  took  part  in  the  concert  were  arranged 
on  the  stage,  which,  as  on  the  evening  of  the  commence- 
ment exercises,  was  tastefully  decorated  with  plants  and  the 
school  colors,  and  presented  an  attractive  appearance. 

The  programme  consisted  of  a pleasing  variety  of 
numbers  of  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  and  declama- 
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tions  by  small  pupils.  While  the  older  pupils  took  a 
prominent  part  in  the  concert,  we  aimed  to  give  the 
younger  ones  a fair  representation  on  the  programme,  and 
thus  give  to  the  public  some  idea  of  their  training  and 
progress.  The  numbers  were  all  well  rendered,  and  the  audi- 
ence showed  its  delight  and  appreciation  by  hearty  applause. 

Current  Session. 

The  current  term  of  the  Institution  was  commenced 
under  favorable  auspices,  on  Wednesday  morning,  the  8th 
day  of  September  last. 

Within  a few  days  after  the  opening  of  the  new  term, 
there  was  present  a fair  attendance  of  our  former  pupils 
and  several  new  ones.  The  number  has  gradually  in- 
creased until  we  now  have  enrolled  85  pupils — 41  boys 
and  44  girls.  Of  these,  18 — 7 boys,  3 men  and  8 girls — 
are  new  pupils. 

By  permission  of  the  Board,  we  admitted  during  the 
past  three  months  the  three  adult  pupils  referred  to,  that 
they  might  receive  instruction  in  the  industrial  department 
of  the  school.  In  our  desire  to  extend  the  benefits  of  the 
Institution  and  make  it  as  profitable  as  possible  to  the 
blind  of  this  section  of  the  State,  we  have  admitted  these 
pupils  on  trial,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  applicants 
who  are  past  the  regular  school  age,  are  willing  to  conform 
to  the  rules  of  the  Institution,  and  apply  themselves  assid- 
uously in  an  effort  to  learn  a trade,  and  thus,  in  time,  pre- 
pare themselves  for  useful  employment,  and  at  least  make 
an  effort  to  earn  their  own  living.  Of  course,  it  is  under- 
stood that,  with  our  present  capacity  and  facilities,  the  num- 
ber of  such  pupils  must  necessarily  be  limited. 

The  pupils  enrolled  during  this  term  of  school  have 
come  from  the  following  seventeen  counties  in  the  western 
part  of  Pennsylvania : 
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1 . Alloghpn  v 

BOYS. 

. . 26  

GIRLS. 

...  19  

tota: 
45 

2.  Armstrong 

1 

i 

T3oavor 

2 

3 

5 

4 Blair 

. , . . l 

i 

5.  Butler 

9 

4 

6 

6.  Cumberland . . . . 

1 

1 

7.  Clarion 

1 

1 

S.  Favette 

i 

] 

9 Tmlinnn 

1 

1 

10  Jpffprson  . 

1 

1 

11.  Lawrence 

i 

1 

9 

12.  McLean.  ... 

1 . . . 

i 

13.  Mercer 

9 

2 

4 

14.  Somerset, 

i . . . . 

i 

9 

1 5.  Wfl  rren .... 

i 

l 

10.  Wash i no-ton  . . 

4 

o 

6 

17.  Westmoreland... 

1 

5 

6 

Total 

. 41 

44 

00  1 
Cn  i 

These  figures  show,  that  of  the  85  pupils  registered, 

forty-five,  more  than  one-half  of  the  whole  number,  have 

come  from  Allegheny  County.  One  year  ago  we  reported 

36  pupils  as  having  been  enrolled  from  this  county,  and 

stated  that  there  were  probably  from  ten  to  fifteen  more 

blind  children  of  school  age  in  the  county.  This  has  been 

fully  confirmed,  for  we  have  already  enrolled  9 new  pupils 

from  the  county,  and  know  of  several  more  that  ought  to 

be  in  school.  c, 

Statistics. 


The  changes  in  attendance  during  the  last  and  the 
current  terms,  are  shown  by  the  following  figures  : 


Total  number  enrolled  at  date  of  last  report 

BOYS. 

. 36 

GIRLS. 

36 

TOTAL 

72 

Number  of  new  pupils  admitted  later 

9 

4 

6 

Total  number  enrolled  during  last  term  

. 38 

40 

78 

Number  graduated 

3 

3 

6 

Number  withdrawn  for  various  causes 

4 

3 

7 

Number  of  former  pupils  enrolled  during  this  term. 

. 31 

34 

65 

Number  of  graduates  readmitted  for  special  course  . . 

2 

9 

Number  of  new  pupils  admitted 

. 10 

8 

18 

Total  number  enrolled  to  date  this  term 

. 41 

44 

85 

Total  number  enrolled  since  the  organization 

. 61 

59 

120 
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Instruction. 

The  work  of  instruction  in  all  the  departments  of  the 
school  has  been  conducted  with  the  same  energy  and  regu- 
larity as  heretofore,  and  most  of  the  pupils  have  made  sat- 
isfactory progress  in  their  studies  and  other  employments. 
The  teachers  have  been  efficient,  persevering  and  patient. 

The  matter  of  deepest  concern  under  this  head  in  a 
school  of  this  kind,  is  to  arrange  a course  ol  study  and 
conduct  a system  of  training,  that  are  especially  adapted 
to  the  mental  and  physical  condition  of  the  pupils,  and  re- 
sult in  a full  and  harmonious  development  of  all  their 
powers.  Guided  by  the  light  of  experience  and  observa- 
tion, we  have  endeavored  to  conduct  our  training  on  the 
most  liberal  basis,  and  along  the  line  of  modern  and  pro- 
gressive methods.  The  school  work  embraces  such  studies 
and  occupations  as  are  intended  to  supply  the  special  wants 
of  the  pupils  under  our  care,  and  will  best  fit  them  for 
lives  of  usefulness. 

No  material  change  has  been  made  in  the  division  of  the 
work  of  the  school  since  my  last  report.  The  usual  course 
of  instruction  in  the  departments  already  organized,  namely, 
Literary,  Musical  and  Industrial,  has  been  pursued  with 
earnestness  and  care.  Whatever  modifications  and  addi- 
tians  have  been  made  to  these  departments,  have  been  in- 
troduced with  a view  to  extend  the  scope  of  the  instruction 
and  make  it  more  practical  and  efficient. 

Literary  Department. 

Our  chief  aim  in  conducting  the  instruction  in  this 
department  is  to  give  all  our  students,  capable  of  pursuing 
a literary  course,  a good  academic  education. 

The  pupils  are  carefully  graded  according  to  their  ages 
and  capacity  for  mental  training,  and  the  studies  have  been 
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so  arranged  as  to  meet  their  several  degrees  of  mental  de- 
velopment. By  this  means,  the  teachers’  time  is  utilized 
to  the  best  advantage,  and  the  pupils  themselves  are  help- 
ful to  one  another,  and  stimulated  to  earnest  effort.  By  a 
little  special  instruction,  the  slower  pupils,  or  those  who 
may  not  have  had  equal  school  advantages  heretofore,  are 
assisted  in  the  preparation  of  their  lessons,  and  thus  en- 
couraged in  all  their  school  work. 

We  have  always  regarded  the  instruction  in  literary 
branches  as  the  most  important  part  of  our  system  of  train- 
ing, and  as  the  best  preparation  we  can  give  our  pupils  for  the 
successful  performance  of  the  duties  of  life.  Besides  the 
regular  daily  class  work,  from  forty-five  minutes  to  an  hour 
is  devoted,  each  evening,  to  reading  to  the  pupils.  For  this 
purpose  the  school  is  divided  into  two  classes.  One  is  com- 
posed of  the  younger  pupils  and  others  who  have  had 
but  little  schooling ; in  the  other  class,  are  our  more 
advanced  students.  To  the  former,  interesting  and  instruc- 
tive stories  and  books  are  read ; and  to  the  latter,  we  first 
read  extracts  of  current  news  taken  from  the  daily  papers, 
and  then  follow  this  with  the  reading  of  works  of  litera- 
ture and  fiction  by  our  best  authors.  In  this  manner,  our 
younger  pupils  are  entertained  and  instructed,  and  the 
older  ones  are  led  to  take  an  interest  in  the  daily  affairs  of 
life  ; a fund  of  general  information  is  imparted  to  them  ; a 
good  style  of  language  and  composition  is  developed,  and 
a taste  for  good  literature  is  awakened  and  cultivated.  To 
this  end,  we  have  found  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pitts- 
burgh, only  a.  few  squares  distant,  of  much  benefit. 

Musical  Department. 

Interest  in  the  several  branches  of  this  department  has 
not  been  abated  in  the  least  during  the  past  year,  but  has 
increased  rather,  and  it  is  a pleasure  to  state  that  the  high 
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standard  of  efficiency  noted  in  our  last  report  has  been  well 
maintained.  This  is  due  largely  to  the  earnest  efforts  of 
the  teachers,  and  the  devotion  and  enthusiasm  they  have 
exhibited  in  the  work. 

•As  a rule,  the  blind  have  a great  fondness  for 
music,  and  not  infrequently  are  greatly  encouraged  in  the 
pursuit  of  it  by  parents  and  friends ; and,  unless  they 
are  held  within  proper  bounds,  and  carefully  directed, 
they  are  likely  to  devote  an  undue  amount  of  time  to  it, 
to  the  neglect  of  other  important  studies.  It  is  often 
difficult,  even  among  the  most  talented,  to  lead  blind 
students  to  appreciate  the  importance  of  acquiring  an  ac- 
ademic education  in  connection  with  their  studies  in  this 
department,  and  to  feel  that  such  is  the  best  preparation 
for  the  successful  prosecution  of  any  occupation  in  life. 

While  we  place  a high  value  on  music  as  an  educa- 
tional force,  and  encourage  the  study  of  it,  both  for  its 
moral  effects  and  the  practical  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
it,  still,  we  regard  it  as  only  a part  of  our  system  of  in- 
struction, and  not  as  the  sole  object  we  have  in  view.  We 
must  not  overlook  the  fact,  that  the  children  under  our  care 
have  come  from  widely  varied  surroundings,  and  exhibit  as 
great  diversity  of  talent  in  music  as  in  any  other  depart- 
ment of  education  ; and  to  try  to  train  every  one  of  them 
to  a high  degree  of  proficiency  in  this  art,  would  only  be  a 
great  waste  of  time  and  effort,  and  would  exhibit  a lack  of 
judgment  and  a failure  to  appreciate  existing  conditions. 
However,  we  give  all  our  pupils,  who  are  capable  of  re- 
ceiving instruction  in  music,  some  training  in  one  or  more 
of  the  branches  of  this  department.  For,  while,  pos- 
sibly, only  a few  may  reach  distinction  in  the  art,  and 
be  able  to  make  it  a means  of  earning  a living,  all 
may  be  greatly  benefited  by  spending  some  time  in  the 
study,  even  though  they  may  only  reach  mediocre  attain- 


37 


ments.  Music  serves  to  bring  the  blind  into  social  relation 
with  the  community  in  which  they  live,  adds  cheerfulness 
to  home  life,  and  furnishes  pleasant  employment  for  leisure 
hours. 

More  time  has  been  given  this  year  to  singing  and 
voice  culture  than  heretofore,  and  the  instruction  in  this  re- 
gard has  been  conducted  on  a more  systematic  and  profes- 
sional basis.  Satisfactory  progress  has  been  made  in  this 
branch  of  the  department,  and  the  voices  of  some  of  our 
pupils  have  developed  in  compass  and  melody,  and  give 
evidence  of  careful  training. 

Piano  Tuning. 

The  instruction  in  this  branch  of  music  has  been  con- 
ducted during  the  year  in  a thorough  and  earnest  manner, 
and  with  good  success. 

Three  of  the  pupils  who  engaged  in  this  work  last 
year  graduated,  and  two  others  withdrew  from  the  school 
voluntarily  at  the  close  of  the  last  term.  Some  of  these 
had  made  sufficient  progress  in  the  art  of  tuning  to  enable 
them  to  earn  a living  by  their  acquirements,  if  they  exhibit 
the  proper  energy,  perseverance  and  gentlemanly  conduct. 

In  reorqanizinq-  the  classes  at  the  beginning-  of  the 
current  term  of  school,  we  decided  to  give  instruction  in 
the  art  of  tuning  to  a class  of  our  older  girls.  This  is  a de- 
parture in  the  work  of  institutions  of  this  kind.  In  fact, 
we  do  rot  know  of  any  other  school  for  the  blind  in  which 
girls  are  taught  piano-tuning,  and  hence,  we  are  watching 
the  results  of  our  experiment  in  this  regard  with  much  in- 
terest. The  girls  entered  upon  the  work  with  pleasure  and 
earnestness,  and  have  made  excellent  progress  in  it.  They 
give  promise  of  becoming  very  creditable  tuners.  They  are 
not  only  fitting  themselves  to  tune  the  pianos  in  the  neigh- 
borhood in  which  they  live,  but,  as  they  have  expressed  it 
themselves,  the  exercise  has  helped  them  in  other  lines  of 
musical  study. 
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Industrial  Department. 

Nothing  at  our  disposal  that  would  add  to  the  ef- 
tic  ency  of  the  work  in  this  department  has  been  spared. 

Reviewing  carefully  the  whole  subject  of  the  educa- 
tion of  the  blind  for  lives  of  usefulness  and  happiness,  we 
are  led  to  state  again,  as  we  have  done  in  previous  reports, 
that  we  feel,  that  no  system  of  instruction  for  this  class  of 
pupils  is  complete,  that  does  not  provide  liberally  for  train- 
ing in  industrial  pursuits. 

Some  of  our  pupils  come  to  us  at  too  late  an  age,  or 
have  not  sufficient  mental  strength,  to  acquire  more  than 
the  simplest  knowledge  of  a few  rudimental  branches  in 
the  literary  department,  and  are  not  capable  of  engaging  in 
musical  studies.  Hence,  the  only  hope  to  tit  them  for 
active  employment  and  to  earn,  partially  at  least,  their  own 
living,  lies  in  teaching  them  some  useful  trade.  Further- 
more, to  be  occupied  in  some  congenial  handicraft,  and  be 
able  to  manipulate  the  different  parts  of  simple  machinery 
and  different  kinds  of  material,  are  sources  of  pleasure  to 
the  blind.  It,  tends  to  occupy  their  time  and  draw  them 
away  from  brooding  over  their  misfortune.  No  special 
changes  have  been  made  in  the  division  of  the  work  in  this 
department.  It  has  been  conducted,  as  heretofore,  in  two 
distinct  sections,  namely,  the  Work-room  for  the  girls  and 
the  Work-shop  for  the  boys. 

The  Work-Room  for  the  Girls. 

The  instruction  in  this  room  has  been  conducted  dur- 
ing the  year  with  fidelity  and  skill.  This  room,  most  of 
the  time,  is  a scene  of  cheerful  activity  and  earnestness. 
Much  of  the  interest  shown  here  and  the  satisfactory  pro- 
gress made,  ere  due  to  the  energy,  tact  and  judgment  of 
the  teacher  in  charge. 


MRS.  MARY  E.  SCHENLEY. 

Mrs.  Schenley  deeded  to  the  Institution  in  fee  simple  the  grounds 
upon  which  the  buildings  are  located,  comprising  an  area  of  nearly 
5^  acres,  and  otherwise  she  has  manifested  in  a marked  degree  her 
benevolence  and  kindly  feeling  towards  the  enterprise. 
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All  the  girls  and  all  the  small  boys  spend  a part  of 
each  school  day  in  this  room.  The  older  girls  are  taught 
to  sew,  both  by  hand  and  with  a machine,  to'  knit,  darn 
and  crochet,  and  to  make  a variety  of  useful  and  fancy 
articles  of  worsted,  yarn  and  thread.  They  have  also  been 
taught  to  make  dresses,  waists  and  and  other  articles  of 
wearing  apparel,  the  workmanship  of  some  of  which  would 
do  credit  to  people  of  good  sight.  Indeed,  several  of  our 
girls  took  first  premiums  at  a number  of  county  fairs  last 
fall  for  garments  made  and  other  needle  work.  In  this, 
as  in  other  work,  we  are  endeavoring  to  solve  the  question 
always  foremost  in  institutions  of  this  character,  namely, 
“What  shall  we  teach  our  girls'?  ” We  are  at  least  trying 
to  teach  them  something  that  will  enable  them  to  become 
helpful  and  useful  in  their  homes. 

Some  of  the  younger  girls  are  also  taught  to  sew  with 
the  needle,  to  knit  and  crochet,  in  all  of  which  they  have 
made  excellent  progress ; and  all  the  rest,  with  the  small 
boys,  are  taught  to  make  many  articles  of  various  sizes  and 
shapes  of  beads  and  wire.  This  latter  employment,  be- 
sides being  an  attractive  method  of  object  teaching,  is  val- 
uable for  the  hand  training  it  gives  the  young  pupils,  which 
proves  of  decided  advantage  in  other  lines  of  instruction. 

The  Boys’  'Work-shop. 

Most  of  the  larger  boys  have  received  instruction  dur- 
ing  the  year  in  the  broom  trade,  and  64  dozen  salable 
brooms  have  been  manufactured.  Several  of  the  boys  com- 
pleted the  trade  and  withdrew  from  the  school  at  the  close 
of  the  term  last  June.  They  are  fair  workmen,  and,  if  they 
possess  the  necessary  business  qualifications,  they  ought  to 
make  a good  living.  The  brooms  manufactured  in  our 
shop  compare  favorably  with  any  in  the  market,  and  we 
have  found  ready  sale  for  them.  Facilities  for  teaching 
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other  trades  in  which  the  blind  can  engage  with  profit, 
ought  to  be  provided  at  an  early  date.  Really,  if  we  had 
the  means  at  our  command,  it  would  be  wise  to  erect  a 
building  especially  adapted  for  giving  instruction  to  the 
boys  in  industrial  pursuits. 

Physical  Culture. 

A course  of  training  in  physical  culture  was  begun 
early  last  fall,  and  has  been  skillfully  conducted  since. 
For  this  purpose,  the  school  has  been  divided  into  two 
classes,  the  boys  composing  one  and  the  girls  the  other. 
The  instruction  is  given  by  Miss  Anna  M.  Stone,  who  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Boston  Normal  School.  Miss  Stone  is  giv- 
ing lessons  in  physical  culture  to  a number  of  classes  in  this 
city,  and,  although  her  time  is  well  occupied,  she  gives  her 
services  to  our  Institution  gratuitously.  She  is  thoroughly 
prepared  for  the  work  she  has  undertaken,  and  conducts 
her  instruction  in  the  most  careful  and  professional  manner, 
following  the  Swedish  System.  Her  training  of  our  pupils 
has  been  eminently  successful,  and  we  feel  that  they  have 
been  greatly  benefited  by  it. 

For  obvious  reasons,  blind  children  should  be  given  a 
careful,  continued  and  scientific  course  of  training  of  this 
kind.  Hence,  we  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant,  when 
we  shall  have  a well  equipped  gymnasium,  where  training 
in  physical  culture  may  be  given  on  a broad  and  systematic 
basis. 

Health. 

We  are  profoundly  thankful  to  be  able  to  state  again 
that  the  health  of  the  household  during  the  past  year  has 
been  exceptionally  good.  Notwithstanding  the  fact,  that 
the  character  of  the  weather  during  the  past  winter  seemed 
to  be  unusually  unhealthful,  and  much  sickness  of  different 
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kinds  prevailed  in  this  city  and  vicinity,  onr  pupils  were 
almost  entirely  free  from  serious  sickness  of  any  kind. 

As  is  well  known,  the  strength  and  physical  stamina 
of  blind  children,  as  a class,  are  not  as  great  as  those  of 
seeing  children,  and  many  of  them  are  more  or  less  affected 
by  the  changes  of  temperature  and  the  seasons;  but  yet,  as 
a matter  of  fact,  this  Institution  has  been  remarkably  free 
from  sickness  from  the  beginning.  We  had  one  case  of 
pneumonia  last  fall,  which  yielded  readily  to  treatment, 
and  another,  this  spring,  which  proved  more  stubborn,  but 
in  course  of  time  the  patient  recovered.  Except  for  these 
cases,  it  was  rarely  necessary  to  call  in  the  attending 
physician. 

There  are,  we  think,  a number  of  causes  that  have  con- 
tributed to  the  preservation  of  the  good  health  of  the  school. 

First.  The  Institution  is  located  in  one  of  the  most 
healthful  parts  of  the  City  of  Pittsburgh. 

Second.  The  pupils  are  kept  well  employed,  are  reg- 
ular in  their  habits,  and  are  enjoined  to  observe  the  laws 
of  health. 

Third.  We  endeavor  to  exercise  constant  care  and 
vigilance  over  them,  and  keep  them  in  the  best  physical 
condition. 

Fourth.  We  supply  them  with  a variety  of  good, 
wholesome  food,  which  is  always  well  prepared,  and  pure 
water;  and  see  that  their  apartments  are  kept  clean  and 
neat,  and  well  ventilated. 

In  this  connection,  I again  take  pleasure  in  acknowl- 
edging the  valuable  professional  services  rendered  the 
Institution  by  Dr.  Lawrence  Litchfield,  the  attending  phys- 
ician. Although  he  gave  his  services  gratuitously,  when 
in  the  city  and  not  otherwise  engaged,  he  responded 
promptly  and  cheerfully  to  every  call  made  upon  him,  and 
has  always  been  ready  and  willing  to  give  advice,  when  we 
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asked  it,  on  matters  pertaining  to  the  general  health  of 
the  school. 

I also  desire  to  express  our  obligation  to  Dr.  Hartley 
J.  Anderson,  who,  in  the  absence  from  the  city  of  Dr. 
Litchfield,  willingly  attended  any  of  our  pupils  who  were 
sick.  He  has  rendered  satisfactory  service,  and  has  been 
eminently  successful  in  the  treatment  of  the  cases  that 
have  come  under  his  care. 

Moral  Instruction  and  Discipline. 

The  management  of  the  Institution  is  strictly  non-sec- 
tarian. The  blind  children  of  parents  of  all  religious  de- 
nominations, and  also  those  whose  parents  have  no 
church  connection,  are  admitted.  But  all  our  pupils  at- 
tend devotional  exercises  every  morning  during  the  school 
term.  These  consist  of  the  reading  of  carefullv  selected 
passages  irom  the  Bible,  sacred  song  and  prayer.  As  many 
of  the  pupils  go  out  to  Sunday  School,  when  the  weather 
will  permit,  from  thirty  to  forty-five  minutes  are  devoted 
each  Sunday  morning  to  a careful  exposition  of  the  Inter- 
national Sunday  School  Lessons ; but,  at  no  time,  do  we 
permit  anything  to  be  said  or  done,  that  would  give  a sec- 
tarian bias  to  the  mind  of  any  one,  or  that  a sensible  person 
of  any  denomination  could  object  to.  In  this  we  are  only 
seeking  the  moral  development  and  social  elevation  of  those 
committed  to  our  care,  to  neglect  which  would  leave  our 
work  lamentably  defective. 

The  discipline  of  the  school  is  mild,  but  firm.  For 
the  future  welfare  of  all  concerned,  we  aim  to  conduct  all 
our  training  on  a practical  basis,  and  endeavor  to  preserve 
proper  decorum  among  our  pupils  at  all  times.  We  put 
them  upon  their  honor,  and  base  their  privileges  and  stand- 
ing in  the  school  upon  their  deportment.  Those  who  are 
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well  behaved  are  accorded  the  largest  privileges  and  oppor- 
tunities; but  those  who  are  disposed  to  be  mischievous  and 
insubordinate  have  their  privileges  curtailed,  until  they  re- 
trieve their  standing  by  good  conduct. 

W e aim  to  have  a wholesome  moral  influence  exerted 
everywhere  in  the  Institution,  and  we  maintain  that  all 
who  occupy  positions  that  bring  them  into  close  relation 
with  the  pupils,  should  have  a full  sense  of  moral  respon- 
sibility and  duty.  They  should  possess  a good  knowledge 
of  child  nature,  and  have  experience  in  methods  of  train- 
ing. They  must  be  free  ol  sentimentalism,  and  should 
recognize  the  importance  of  maintaining  a high  standard 
of  discipline,  and  strive,  by  precept  and  example,  to  im- 
press upon  the  pupils  high  ideas  of  conduct. 

Conclusion. 

I cannot  close  this  report  without  again  expressing  my 
appreciation  of  the  valuable  aid  rendered  by  the  officers 
and  teachers  in  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  school,  and 
bearing  testimony  to  their  fidelity  and  devotion  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties.  All  seemed  imbued  with  an 
earnest  desire  to  labor  for  the  success  of  the  Institution. 

Sincerely  thanking  you,  gentlemen  of  the  Board,  for 
the  ready  help,  counsel  and  encouragement,  which  you 
have  been  pleased  to  give  me  in  the  management  of  the 
Institution,  this  report  is 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  B.  .Jacobs, 

Superintendent. 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

It  is  a pleasant  duty  at  the  close  of  the  year’s  work,  to  formally  ex- 
press our  sincere  thanks  and  obligations  to  our  many  friends,  for  their 
many  tokens  of  kindness  and  proofs  of  good  will  giveu  us  during  the 
year;  for  the  words  of  encouragement  which  they  have  been  pleased  to 
give  both  officers  and  teachers,  and  for  the  attention  always  shown  our 
pupils,  in  the  Institution  and  elsewhere. 

These  kind  offices  on  the  part  of  our  friends  encourage  us,  influence 
the  whole  school,  and  stimulate  us  to  strive  for  better  thiugs. 

We  desire  especially  to  tender  our  grateful  acknowledgments — 

To  Mr.  H.  L.  King  wait,  for  tickets  of  admission  of  pupils  and  at- 
tendants to  the  Popular  Concert,  by  the  “Ringwalt  Choir  Union  and 
Gernert’s  Oehestra,”  at  the  East  End  Theatre,  May  20tli,  1897. 

To  Mrs.  James  M.  Schoonmaker,  for  a large  collection  of  beautiful 
roses  sent  to  the  pupils  for  Commencement  day. 

To  the  C.  C.  Mellor  Co.,  for  four  second-hand  pianos,  donated  for  use 
in  our  tuning  department. 

To  Messrs.  H.  Kleber  & Bro.,  for  a fine  guitar,  donated  for  the  use  of 
the  girls  in  the  Institution  Orchestra. 

To  Mr.  F.  M.  Bullock,  for  ten  tickets  of  admission  (reserved  seats), 
to  the  second  entertainment  of  the  “ Star  Course,”— Katharine  Ridge- 
way Concert  Company, — at  Carnegie  Music  Hal!,  Pittsburgh,  Wednes- 
day evening,  November  17th,  1897. 

To  Mr.  Charles  Gernert,  for  fifteen  tickets  of  admission  of  pupils  and 
attendants  to  the  concert,  by  the  “ Ringwalt  Choir  Union  and  Gernert 
Orchestra,”  at  Carnegie  Music  Hall,  Pittsburgh,  Tuesday  evening,  De- 
cember 2d,  1897. 

To  the  Bellefteld  Presbyterian  Sunday  School,  for  a large  quantity 
of  candy  sent  the  pupils,  December  25th,  1897  ; and  also  for  the  care  and 
kind  attention  given  the  pupils  while  in  attendance  at  the  Sunday 
School. 

To  H.  K.  Porter,  Esq.  and  Messrs.  C.  M.  Schwab,  Henry  Aiken, 
Julian  Kennedy,  Geo.  A.  Kelly,  Jr.,  Samuel  R.  Kelley,  Benjamin  Thaw 
and  William  Ross  Proctor,  who  joined  Mr.  Porter  in  kindly  contributing 
money,  with  which  to  purchase  tickets  for  pupils  and  their  attendants 
to  the  Thursday  afternoon  concerts  of  the  Pittsburgh  Orchestra,  January 
13th,  20th  and  27th  last,  at  Carnegie  Music  Hall. 

To  A.  H.  Brockett,  Esq.,  for  eighteen  tickets  of  admission  of  pupils 
to  the  Innes  Grand  Concert,  at  Carnegie  Music  Hall,  Friday  evening, 
February  4th,  1898. 

To  Mr.  Peter  Reichenberger,  of  McKeesport,  Pa.,  for  a donation  of 
$36.00  in  cash. 

To  Mr.  M.  E.  McNamara,  for  an  enjoyable  evening  entertainment, 
which  he  gave  the  school  with  a Graphaphone. 

To  Prof.  Charles  Gernert,  for  twenty  tickets  of  admission  to  the  mis- 
cellaneous concert  given  by  the  “ Ringwalt  Choir  Union,”  Thursday 
evening,  February  10th,  1898  ; and,  also,  for  eighteen  tickets  of  admission 
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to  the  concert  given  at  Carnegie  Music  Hall,  by  the  IStli  Regiment  Band, 
Thursday  evening,  March  loth,  1898. 

To  Mrs  William  Thaw,  for  tickets  of  admission  of  pupils  and  at- 
tendants to  the  “ Duquesne  Country  and  Athletic  Club  Minstrel  Enter- 
tainment,” given  for  the  benefit  of  the  Homoeopathic  Hospital,  at  Car- 
negie Music  Hall,  Tuesday  evening,  April  19th,  1898. 

To  Mr.  Nicholas  Tragesser,  of  McKeesport,  Pa.,  for  a donation  of 
§10.00  in  cash. 

To  A.  H.  Brockett,  Esq.,  for  twenty-four  tickets  of  admission  to  the 
fourth  Concert  of  the  Season,  by  tbe  Mozart  Club,  Friday  evening,  April 
22d,  1898. 

To  the  editors  and  publishers  of  the  following  periodicals  and  daily 
papers,  which  have  been  gratuitously  sent  to  the  Institution,  and  from 
which  extracts  have  been  selected  daily  and  read  to  the  pupils  : 

The  Pittsburgh  Dispatch , The  Pittsburgh  Leader , The  Presbyterian 
Banner,  The  Index  and  Bevietv,  Kalamazoo,  Mich. ; The  United  Presby- 
terian, Pittsburgh,  Pa.  ; The  Colorado  Index , printed  at  the  Colorado 
School  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind,  Colorado  Springs. 

To  all  others  who  have  in  any  way  assisted  us  and  given  evidence  of 
good  will  and  interest  in  the  Institution. 

We  are  profoundly  grateful  to  the  several  daily  newspapers  of  the 
city,  for  the  valuable  service  they  have  rendered  us  in  our  work. 
They  have  cheerfully  and  readily  published  many  notices  of  concerts 
and  other  entertainments  at  the  Institution,  free  of  charge,  and  have 
given  valuable  space  in  their  columns  for  numerous  articles,  whereby, 
the  people  of  Western  Pennsylvania  have  been  enabled  to  gather  much 
information  regarding  the  character  and  purposes  of  the  school. 
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(General  Information. 


The  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind 
is  a school  of  learning,  established  for  the  especial  benefit 
of  the  blind  youth  in  the  western  part  of  the  State.  It  is  in 
no  sense  a home  or  a retreat,  as  many  suppose,  for  aged  or 
infirm  blind  people ; nor  is  it  a hospital  for  the  treatment 
of  diseases  of  the  eye,  but  it  is  strictly  educational  in  all 
its  interests.  It  is  the  aim  and  purpose  of  this  Institution 
to  give  the  blind  youth  of  this  section  of  the  State  a lib- 
eral education,  and,  in  addition,  give  them  such  training  in 
the  art  of  music  and  instruction  in  industrial  pursuits,  as 
will  aid  them  to  become  independent  and  useful  members 
of  society. 

The  Institution  is  located  in  one  of  the  most  desirable 
parts  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh.  Indeed,  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  select,  in  or  about  this  city,  a more  beautiful,  health- 
ful or  convenient  site  for  this  school  than  the  grounds  on 
which  it  is  situated.  This  tract  of  land,  comprising  an 
area  of  a little  more  than  five  acres,  is  the  gift  of  Mrs. 
Mary  E.  Schenley.  Upon  it,  and  nearly  in  the  center  of 
it,  the  managers  have  erected,  with  lunds  donated  by  the 
benevolent  people  of  Pittsburgh,  one  ot  the  most  substan- 
tial and  best  arranged  buildings  for  an  institution  of  this 
kind  to  be  found  anywhere  in  this  country.  It  is  light, 
airy,  commodious  and  cheerful,  and  supplied  with  modern 
conveniences.  It  overlooks  the  noted  Schenley  Park,  and 
is  only  a few  squares  distant  from  the  new  Pittsburgh  Car- 
negie Library.  The  location  of  the  Institution  affords  the 
inmates  the  advantages  and  privileges  of  a city  life,  with 
the  quiet  of  a country  home. 
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The  Institution  fronts  on  Bayard  street,  while  Bellefield 
avenue  extends  the  full  length  of  the  grounds  on  the  east. 
It  can  be  reached  from  almost  any  part  of  the  city  by  electric 
cars.  Three  different  lines  of  cars — the  Fifth  avenue  line, 
the  Forbes  street,  Bloomfield  and  Ncgley  avenue  line,  and 
the  Centre  avenue  and  East  Liberty  line,  each,  in  a differ- 
ent direction  from  the  Institution,  pass  within  two  squares 
of  it. 

The  Institution  is  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the 
State,  and  pupils  who  are  unable  to  pay  for  their  tuition  or 
contribute  anything  toward  their  support,  are  given  the 
full  benefit  and  privileges  of  the  school  free  of  charge. 
All  are  accorded  the  same  advantages  and  opportunities. 

Pupils  are  admitted  at  any  time  during  the  term,  and 
placed  in  the  classes  and  at  the  work  best  suited  to  their 
condition  and  degree  of  mental  development. 

Parents  and  guardians  are  required  to  supply  their 
children  with  good,  comfortable  clothing,  of  sufficient 
quantity  to  admit  of  the  necessary  changes  for  washing  and 
mending,  and  to  defray  their  traveling  and  other  incidental 
expenses.  All  articles  of  clothing  should  be  carefully 
marked  with  indelible  ink  before  they  are  sent  to  the  In- 
stitution. 

Letters  are  written  once  a month , or  oftener,  if  neces- 
sary, for  those  who  cannot  write  for  themselves  ; and,  in 
case  of  serious  sickness  of  a pupil,  the  parents  or  guardian 
will  be  informed  of  the  fact  immediately  by  letter  or  tele- 
gram. It  is  the  desire  of  the  management  that  the  parents 
and  friends  of  the  pupils  shall  be  kept  well  informed  as  to 
their  condition  and  progress. 

Letters  and  packages  for  the  pupils  should  have  writ- 
ten on  them,  besides  the  name  of  the  pupil  addressed,  the 
words,  Institution  for  the  Blind , Bellefield  avenue , Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.,  to  insure  prompt  delivery. 
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The  use  of'  tobacco  in  any  form  is  strictly  forbidden, 
and  no  one  using  it,  and  no  one  of  confirmed  immoral  hab- 
its, will  be  received  into  the  Institution. 

A parent  or  guardian,  who  is  contemplating  the  plac- 
ing of  a blind  child  in  this  Institution,  should  at  once  open 
communication  relative  thereto  with  the  Superintendent. 

Blank  forms  of  application  for  admission  will  be  furn- 
ished at  any  time  by  the  Superintendent,  and  no  pupil  will 
be  admitted  to  the  school  until  such  application  has  been 
returned,  with  the  questions  which  it  contains  satisfactorily 
answered,  and  it  has  been  submitted  to  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

Information  concerning  the  character  and  purpose  of 
the  Institution,  and  of  the  work  being  done,  will  be  cheer- 
fully given ; and  all  inquiries  about  the  steps  to  be  taken 
to  procure  the  admission  of  pupils,  or  the  management  of 
the  school,  will  be  promptly  answered,  by  addressing  the 


undersigned. 


11.  B.  Jacobs, 

Superintendent. 
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(Catalogue  of  pupils 

IN  ATTENDANCE  THIS  YEAR. 


BOVS. 


No. 

Name. 

When  Admitted. 

Residence. 

i. 

Samuel  W Anderson, 

Jan.  19,  1891, 

Braddock,  Pa. 

2. 

Waller  Ryan  Taylor, 

Nov.  27,  1891, 

Claremont,  Pa. 

3- 

George  Heck, 

Sept.  15,  1892, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

4- 

George  E.  Trapp, 

Oct.  3,  1892, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

5- 

George  Smith  Colvin, 

Jan.  3,  1893, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

6. 

Edward  Valentine  Minch, 

Oct.  24,  1893, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

7- 

Albert  Standley^  Miller, 

Oct.  26,  1893, 

Glade,  Pa. 

8. 

Timothy  McCue, 

Dec.  14,  1893, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

9- 

Charles  O.  McLaughlin, 

April  30,  1894, 

Unity,  Pa. 

lO. 

William  F.  McNally, 

May  1,  1894, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

1 1 . 

Joseph  Palmer, 

Sept.  5,  1894, 

Manilo  P.  O.,  Pa. 

12. 

John  H.  Dolan, 

Sept.  27,  1894, 

Sheffield,  Pa. 

13- 

Orlando  Young, 

Feb.  1,  1895, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

14. 

Samuel  Earl  Kephart, 

March  4,  1895, 

Connellsville,  Pa. 

!5- 

James  Coyle, 

June  1,  1895, 

Homestead,  Pa. 

16. 

Earnest  Geo.  Scott, 

June  3,  1895, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

17- 

Clias.  A.  Grimes, 

June  4,  1895, 

Taylorstown,  Pa. 

18. 

Harry  R.  Barrows, 

June  6,  1895, 

Washington,  Pa. 

19. 

Chas.  Homer  Gibson, 

Sept.  12,  1895, 

Harrisville,  Pa. 

20. 

Harold  Guy  Nickeson, 

May  18,  1896, 

Houstonville,  Pa. 

21 . 

Fred  Ether, 

May  21,  1896, 

Sharon,  Pa. 

22. 

Earl  C.  Houk, 

June  15,  1896, 

New  Brighton,  Pa 

23- 

Merrel  Doyle, 

Sept.  2,  1896, 

Wheatland,  Pa. 

24. 

J.  Donald  McLean, 

Sept.  22,  1896, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

25- 

Francis  Payne, 

Oct.  21,  1896, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

26. 

Orrin  Werner  Locke, 

Oct.  21,  1896, 

Bayne  P.  O.,  Pa. 

27- 

Louis  Liddell, 

Nov.  2,  1896, 

Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 

28. 

Samuel  Geo.  Rowe, 

Feb.  4,  1897, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

29. 

George  B.  McKissock, 

March  23,  1897, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

3°- 

Edward  R.  Brown, 

May  26,  1897, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

SI- 

Geo.  J.  Reichenberger, 

May  27,  1897, 

McKeesport,  Pa. 

32. 

Francis  E.  Connelly, 

Sept.  8,  1897, 

Homestead,  Pa. 

•5  n 

00  • 

Cyrus  Barnes, 

Sept.  8,  1897, 

Leetsdale,  Pa. 

34- 

James  S.  Wardman, 

Sept.  9,  1897, 

Plazeldell,  Pa. 

35- 

William  Hacke, 

Sept.  9,  1897, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

36- 

Oscar  Gibson, 

Sept.  15,  1897, 

Harrisville,  Pa. 

37- 

Robert  C.  Davidson, 

Nov.  1,  1897, 

McDonald,  Pa. 

38. 

Peter  Holzer, 

Feb.  23,  1898, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

39- 

Joseph  Ambrose, 

Feb.  26,  1898, 

Federal,  Pa 

40. 

Albert  O.  Buechler, 

April  20,  1898, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

41. 

John  Willoughby, 

April  27,  1898, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 
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GIRLS. 


No. 

Name. 

When  Admitted. 

Residence. 

i. 

Maud  S.  Hays, 

Oct.  15,  1890, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

2. 

Emma  H.  Craven, 

Oct.  16,  1890, 

Duff’s  P.  0.,  Pa. 

3- 

Amanda  B.  D.  Bay, 

Nov.  11,  1890, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

4- 

Jean  Cowan, 

Dec.  4,  1890, 

Anita,  Pa. 

5- 

Mary  A.  Nichols, 

April  30,  1891, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

6. 

Ethel  E.  Crooks, 

April  28,  1892, 

Kendall  Creek,  Pa. 

7, 

Eliza  Johnson, 

Feb.  27,  1893, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

8. 

Mary  Etta  Rebok, 

April  25,  1893, 

Newburg,  Pa. 

9- 

Sada  Bell  Reisinger, 

Sept.  6,  1893, 

Sharpsburg,  Pa. 

IO. 

Olive  Gibson, 

Oct.  20,  1893, 

Harrisville,  Pa. 

1 1. 

Agnes  May  Gilner, 

Oct.  20,  1893, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

12. 

Bertha  May  Johnson, 

Oct.  23,  1893, 

Jeannette,  Pa. 

13- 

Katie  Burke, 

Dec.  7,  1893, 

Altoona,  Pa. 

14. 

Nettie  E.  Barnes, 

April  30,  1894, 

Primrose,  Pa. 

>5- 

Eliza  J.  Black, 

June  4,  1894, 

Sharpsburg,  Pa. 

16. 

Jane  Anna  Ferry, 

Sept.  5,  1894, 

Larimer  Station,  Pa. 

'7- 

Jennie  S.  Snyder, 

Sept.  5,  1894, 

Apollo,  Pa. 

18. 

Dessie  Markland, 

Sept.  5,  1894, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

19. 

Lulu  Florence  Trainer, 

Oct.  18,  1894, 

Piolett,  Pa. 

2°. 

Martha  Bates, 

June  3,  1895, 

Sharpsburg,  Pa. 

21. 

M ary  Grace  Knap, 

Sept.  4,  1895, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

22. 

Sarah  Elizabeth  Cross, 

Oct.  10,  1895, 

New  Castle,  Pa. 

23- 

Edith  McC.  Smith, 

Nov.  4,  1895, 

Paulton,  Pa. 

24. 

Rebecca  M.  Loyd, 

Dec.  10,  1895, 

Sharon,  Pa. 

25- 

Margaret  O.  Castor, 

Feb.  24,  1896, 

West  Liberty,  Pa. 

26. 

Hazel  Keefer, 

May  2,  1896, 

Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 

27- 

Pearl  Keefer, 

May  2,  1896, 

Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 

28. 

Mary  C.  Hays, 

May  28,  1896, 

Indiana,  Pa. 

29. 

May  Levy, 

Sept.  14,  1896, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

3°- 

Harriet  P.  Slattery, 

Sept.  22,  1896, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

3i- 

Lizzie  M.  Flanigan, 

Jan.  1 1,  1897, 

Confluence,  Pa. 

32- 

Kathleen  A.  T ragesser, 

April  20,  1897, 

McKeesport,  Pa. 

33- 

Viola  Edna  Suter, 

May  11,  1897, 

Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa. 

34- 

Bessie  V.  Robertson, 

June  1,  1897, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

35- 

Katie  Sleigh, 

June  8,  1897, 

Sharpsburgh,  Pa. 

16. 

Katherine  Recktenwald, 

June  14,  1897, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

37- 

Florence  McHenry, 

Sept.  21,  1897, 

Plomestead,  Pa. 

38. 

Elsie  May  Vath, 

Oct.  8,  1897, 

Sandy  Lake,  Pa. 

39- 

Mary  Porter, 

Oct.  27,  1897, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

40. 

Margaretta  M.  Wolff, 

Nov.  1,  1897, 

Carrick  P.  O.,  Pa. 

41. 

Margaret  Shipley, 

Nov.  13,  1897, 

West  Brownsville,  Pa. 

42. 

Estella  Muller, 

Jan.  3,  1898, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

43- 

Ethel  Florence  Boyer, 

Jan.  13,  1898, 

Harmony,  Pa. 

44. 

Martha  Hecht, 

April  30,  1898, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 
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^xyJZmxiS 

for  tfye 

^Hrstrrn  pntnsulbanta  Institution  for  tfjr  Blinti. 

Made  and  adopted  by  the  members  of  the  Corporation, 
at  a general  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  and  held  March 
17th,  1887,  with  such  amendments  as  have  been  made  at 
various  meetings  of  the  Corporation,  including  the  annual 
meeting  held  May  14th,  1888,  and  at  the  Directors’ 
meetings. 

BUSINESS. 

1.  The  business  of  this  Corporation  shall  be  managed 
and  conducted  by  a President,  two  Vice-Presidents,  a Board 
of  Directors,  a Clerk  or  Secretary,  a Treasurer,  and  such 
other  Officers,  Agents  and  Committees  as  may  be  appointed 
from  time  to  time  by  the  Directors. 

DIRECTORS. 

2.  The  Directors  shall  be  chosen  annually  by  the 
members  of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  hold  their  offices 
until  others  are  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead. 

The  Directors  shall  be  divided  into  three  classes,  and 
three  of  them  shall  be  elected  for  a term  of  one  year,  three 
for  a term  of  two  years,  and  three  for  a term  of  three 
years,  respectively;  and.  at  all  ensuing  elections  of  said 
Corporation,  the  Corporators  shall  only  elect  the  number 
of  Directors  necessary  to  take  the  places  of  those  whose 
term  of  office  shall  then  expire,  and  such  Directors  shall 
then  be  chosen  for  a term  of  three  years. 

ANNUAL  MEETING. 

3.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  for  the 
election  of  Directors  and  the  transaction  of  other  business, 
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shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  in  each  year  suc- 
ceeding the  present,  in  the  City  of  Pittsburgh.  Special 
meetings  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation  may  be  called 
by  the  Directors  when  necessary.  Notice  of  all  annual 
meetings  shall  be  published  in  one  newspaper,  in  the  City 
of  Pittsburgh,  at  least  five  days  prior  to  any  such  meeting. 

SECRETARY. 

4.  The  Clerk  or  Secretary  shall  record  all  the  votes 
of  the  Corporation,  and  the  minutes  of  all  meetings  of  the 
Incorporators,  and,  also,  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  in  a 
book  kept  for  that  purpose. 

TREASURER. 

5.  The  Treasurer  shall  give  bond  in  the  sum  of 
$5,000,  with  such  securities  as  the  Directors  may  require 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties;  and  he  shall  keep 
the  moneys  of  the  Corporation  in  a separate  account,  and 
shall  report  to  the  Directors  whenever  required,  and  pay 
all  warrants  drawn  by  the  Executive  Committee. 

PRESIDENT. 

6.  The  President,  or  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  shall 
preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Directors,  and  at  meetings  of 
the  members  of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  have  and  exer- 
cise all  the  powers  which  ordinarily  belong  to  the  presid- 
ing officer  of  representative  bodies. 

QUORUM. 

7.  A majority  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation 
who  are  present  at  any  regularly  called  meeting,  shall  be 
competent  to  transact  business.  Members  may  attend  in 
person  or  by  proxy. 


POWER  OF  DIRECTORS. 


8.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  till  all  vacancies 
which  may  happen  by  death,  resignation  or  otherwise. 

9.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  make  and  en- 
force all  such  rules  and  orders  as  they  may  deem  reason- 
able or  necessary  for  the  management  of  the  affairs  and 
business  of  the  Corporation,  and  for  the  government  of  its 
agents  and  employes. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

10.  In  addition  to  the  Corporators  named  in  the 

Charter,  members  may  be  admitted  by  the  Corporators  up- 
on the  following  terms  : Contributors  of  sums  of  money 

or  other  property  to  the  value  of  $500,  may  be  elected  to 
life  membership;  and  annual  contributors  of  not  less  than 
$50  may  be  elected  to  membership,  but  in  the  latter  case, 
such  membership  shall  terminate  upon  default  of  such  an- 
nual contribution.  All  members  of  the  Corporation  shall, 
during  the  period  of  their  membership,  be  entitled  to  vote 
at  all  general  meetings  ot  the  Corporators. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

11.  The  President  shall,  at  the  organization  of  the 
Board  each  year,  appoint  an  Executive  Committee  consist- 
ing of  three  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  who  shall 
examine  and  approve  all  bills,  and  when  found  in  order, 
issue  warrants  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  the  same. 
All  bills  must  be  approved  by  the  Executive  Committee, 
and  every  warrant  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  must  be 
countersioned  by  the  Chairman  of  that  Committee. 

1'2.  The  President  shall  appoint  an  Auditing  Com- 
mittee of  three  members,  who  shall  annually  audit  the  ac- 
counts of  the  Secretary,  Treasurer,  or  other  officers,  and 
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make  report  thereof  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  also  to 
the  Corporators. 

AMENDMENTS. 

13.  These  By-Laws  may  he  altered  or  amended  by  a 
two  thirds  vote,  at  any  regular  meeting  of  the  Directors, 
provided  due  notice  has  been  given  at  a previous  meeting, 
and  not  otherwise. 

14.  At  the  reorganization  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
each  year,  the  President  shall  divide  the  members  into 
committees  of  two  members  each,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
in  course,  month  by  month 3 as  individually  appointed,  to 
spend  a part  of  one  day  at  the  Institution,  inspect  the 
buildings,  visit  the  class  rooms,  consult  with  the  Superin- 
tendent as  to  the  interests  of  the  school,  and  report  to  the 
Board  at  its  next  monthly  meeting. 
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Jfj [cceedinQH  off  tl\e  ^corporator# 

AT  THEIR 

Annual  greeting,  2£Wc*b  l*t»  1899, 


The  twelfth  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporators  and  Life 
Members  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 
Blind,  duly  summoned  in  accordance  with  the  By-Laws,  was 
held  at  the  Institution  this  afternoon,  May  1st,  1899,  at  2.30 
o’clock. 

Those  present  were  Col.  W.  A.  Herron,  Rev.  J.  G. 
Brown,  D.D.,  Dr.  L.  H.  Harris,  Dr.  J.  A.  Lippincott  and 
Messrs.  H.  K.  Porter  and  Chas.  F.  Dean,  charter  members ; 
O.  M.  Edwards,  Director,  and  H.  B.  Jacobs,  Superintendent. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H.  K.  Porter,  Dr.  Harris  was  called 
to  preside  over  the  meeting,  and  Mr.  O.  M.  Edwards  was 
chosen  Secretary. 

Upon  the  request  of  the  President,  the  proceedings  were 
opened  with  prayer  by  Dr.  Brown. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting,  held  May  2nd. 
1898,  were  read  by  the  Secretary,  and  declared  approved. 

The  Secretary  then  stated  that,  in  accordance  with  the 
By-Laws,  notice  of  the  meeting  had  been  published  in  the 
Pittsburg  Daily  Dispatch,  in  three  different  issues  of  the 
paper,  namely,  April  25th,  27th  and  28th  ultimo;  also, 
that  copies  of  a circular  notice  had  been  sent  to  all  the  In- 
corporators and  Life  Members. 

A note  from  Mr.  F.  H.  Lloyd,  one  of  the  Directors,  ex- 
pressing regret  that  an  unexpected  business  engagement 
would  prevent  his  attending  the  meeting,  was  read. 
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The  annual  reports  of  the  President  and  other  officers  of 
the  Board  of  Directors,  were  then  read,  accepted  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Porter  then  arose  and  stated  that  as  Mr.  Finley  H. 
Lloyd  had  during  the  year  contributed  the  sum  of  $500.00 
to  the  funds  of  the  Institution  he  was  entitled  to  Life  Mem- 
bership, and  offered  a motion  that  he  be  elected  a member 
of  the  Corporation,  with  all  the  honors  and  privileges  con- 
ferred by  the  By-Laws.  The  motion  was  promptly  seconded 
and  unanimously  adopted.. 

The  Secretary  then  announced  that  the  terms  of  Col. 
J.  M.  Schoonmaker  and  Messrs.  H.  K.  Porter  and  Geo.  W. 
Dilworth,  as  Directors  of  the  Institution,  expired  with  this 
meeting. 

On  motion  offered  by  Mr.  Dean,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
Corporation  proceed  to  elect  three  Directors  to  succeed 
those  whose  terms  have  just  expired. 

The  President  called  for  nominations,  when  Dr.  Brown 
arose  and  placed  in  nomination  Messrs.  Porter,  Dilworth 
and  Schoonmaker,  for  re-election. 

There  being  no  other  names  presented,  on  motion  of 
Dr.  Lippincott  the  nominations  were  closed,  and  the  chair 
appointed  Dr.  Lippincott  teller  of  the  election. 

On  motion,  the  Secretary  was  authorized  to  cast  the 
ballot  of  the  Corporation  for  the  gentlemen  nominated.  In 
doing  so,  he  submitted  the  proxies  of  Benjamin  Thaw,  Maj. 
A.  M.  Brown,  F.  H.  Lloyd,  J.  J.  Vandergrift  and  Col.  J.  M. 
Schoonmaker. 

The  teller  announced  that  the  ballot  cast  showed  that 
Messrs.  H.  K.  Porter,  Geo.  W.  Dilworth  and  J.  M.  Schoon- 
maker had  received  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Corporators 
present  and  the  proxies  submitted;  whereupon,  the  Chair 
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declared  them  duly  elected  Directors  of  the  Institution  for 
the  ensuing  three  years. 

On  motion  offered  by  Dr.  Brown,  the  Superintendent 
was  instructed  to  compile  and  have  printed  in  pamphlet 
form,  at  as  early  a date  as  possible,  1,000  copies  of  the  an- 
nual report,  and  to  solicit  propositions  for  the  printing  and 
binding  of  the  same  from  leading  printing  houses  in  the  city. 

The  Superintendent  was  also  instructed  to  make  proper 
acknowledgment  in  the  report  of  all  donations  received  from, 
and  other  favors  shown  by,  friends  of  the  Institution  during 
the  past  year. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Dean  then,  addressing  the  Chair,  called  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  the  time  designated  by  the  By-Laws 
for  holding  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  namely, 
the  first  Monday  of  May  of  each  year,  was  not  a convenient 
date,  as  it  did  not  always  give  the  officers  sufficient  time, 
after  closing  the  business  of  the  previous  month,  to  properly 
prepare  their  annual  reports  and  other  business  usually  sub- 
mitted at  the  annual  meeting.  He  thought  it  advisable  to 
change  the  time  of  meeting  to  a more  convenient  date. 

Mr.  Dean  also  stated  that,  in  view  of  the  rapid  develop- 
ment and  progress  of  the  school  in  the  past  and  the  indica- 
tions of  a continuous  growth  in  the  future,  he  thought  the 
condition  and  interests  of  the  Institution  are  such  as  to  lead 
him  to  suggest  that  an  earnest  effort  should  be  made  to 
raise  funds  to  place  in  the  chapel  a good  pipe  organ. 

Both  these  suggestions  were  regarded  as  pertinent  and 
timely,  and  without  motion,  by  unanimous  consent,  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Board  of  Directors  for  early  consideration. 

There  being  no  further  business  before  the  Corporators, 
on  motion  the  meeting  was  adjourned. 
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After  the  annual  meeting  was  dissolved,  all  in  attend- 
ance repaired  to  the  Chapel,  where  a brief  but  interesting 
entertainment  was  given  by  the  pupils  in  honor  of  the  In- 
corporators and  the  invited  guests,  after  which  refreshments 
were  served. 

O.  M.  EDWARDS, 

Secretary. 


Jf \mdettfz  Report. 


To  the  Incorporators  and  Life  Members  of  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind 

Gentlemen: — Time  in  its  ceaseless  course  has 
brought  us  to  another  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation  or 
this  Institution,  and  it  is  my  privilege,  as  well  as  pleasant 
duty,  as  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  to  submit  our 
Twelfth  Annual  Report  of  the  enterprise,  and  give  you  some 
account  of  our  stewardship. 

I beg  leave  to  say  at  the  beginning,  that  it  is  grati- 
fying to  us  to  be  able  to  state  that  general  prosperity  has  at- 
tended the  Institution  during  the  past  year.  There  has  been 
a marked  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  in  attendance ; the 
general  health  of  the  school  has  been  excellent,  and  the 
operations  of  the  several  departments  have  been  conducted 
on  a liberal  basis,  and  with  satisfactory  results. 

Each  added  year  has  brought  us  new  and  larger  exper- 
ience in  regard  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  our  trust. 
The  work  has  gradually  grown  on  our  hands,  and  with  its 
growth,  have  come  increased  responsibilities.  At  this  period 
in  our  work,  we  not  only  contemplate  with  much  satisfac- 
tion the  great  benefit  the  Institution  has  already  been 
to  those  who  have  been  brought  under  its  influence 
and  training,  but  we  feel  that  we  can  see  oppor- 
tunities for  still  greater  achievements.  Our  past  ex- 
perience has  given  us  a more  extended  view  of 
the  field  over  which  the  organization  is  intended  to  extend 
its  benefits,  and  we  have  a hopeful  outlook  for  the  future. 


This  Institution  was  founded  for  the  express  purpose  of 
benefiting  a class  of  unfortunate  children  and  youth  in  our 
part  of  the  State,  who,  we  felt,  were  being  neglected,  and 
were  not  receiving  the  benefits  of  the  instruction  and  training 
necessary  to  fit  them  for  lives  of  activity  and  usefulness,  to 
which  they  were  entitled  and  which  the  more  fortunate  enjoy- 
ed; and  well  it  is  fulfilling  its  mission.  Horace  Greely  once 

said : “Those  who  in  the  providence  of  God  have  been  de- 
prived of  the  use  of  their  faculties,  yet  compelled  to  maintain 
an  unequal  struggle  with  adversity  and  penury,  seem  to  me 
fairly  entitled  to  the  active  sympathy  and  generous  consid- 
eration of  the  fortunate.  They  are  bills  drawn  on  the  gen- 
erosity of  mankind  by  Infinite  Love,  and  it  is  a shame  if 
they  are  ever  dishonored.”  So  we,  in  the  discharge  of  our 

obligations,  extend  a helping  hand  to  at  least  one  class  of 
unfortunates  in  our  midst,  who  are  compelled  to  maintain 
an  unequal  struggle  in  the  battle  of  life. 

The  Superintendent’s  report  shows  that  the  number  of 
pupils  enrolled  in  the  Institution  during  the  current  school 
term  is  between  90  and  95.  These  have  come  from  widely 
varied  surroundings  and  influences,  and  they  represent  just 
as  varied  degrees  of  intellectual  and  physical  development. 
While  some  exhibit  some  strength  and  vigor  of  mind  and 
are  susceptible  of  rapid  development,  others,  when  they 
were  first  received,  were  mere  infants,  immature  and  un- 
developed in  mind  and  habits;  and  yet,  the  improvement  of 
all  has  been  marked.  Those  of  us  who  have  given  some 
attention  to  the  work  of  the  Institution  have  been  impressed 
with  the  unlimited  patience,  devotion  to  duty  and  skill  in 
giving  instruction,  exhibited  by  those  who  have  the  care  and 
training  of  these  children  in  charge. 

As  most  of  the  children  admitted  remain  in  the  Institu- 
tion ten  months  of  each  year  during  their  school  life,  it  really 
becomes  their  home  during  the  greater  part  of  their  major- 


itv,  and  hence,  it  is  the  aim  of  the  management  to  make  it 
as  comfortable  and  as  pleasant  a home  as  possible.  The 
same  care  is  exercised  over  the  pupils  in  providing  for  their 
wants,  in  granting  privileges,  and  in  the  influences  surround- 
ing them,  that  a judicious  and  considerate  father  would  ex- 
ercise over  his  own  children. 

In  my  report  presented  to  you  one  year  ago,  I ventured 
to  suggest  that  we  thought  the  time  had  come  when  we 
should  take  steps  to  finish  the  third  story  of  the  building, 
which,  for  lack  of  funds  when  the  building  was  erected,  was 
left  in  an  unfinished  state.  The  gradual  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  pupils  and  the  necessity  for  making  additions  to  the 
course  of  instruction,  seemed  to  demand  that  this  improve- 
ment should  be  made.  Accordingly,  soon  after  our  annual 
meeting,  the  Board  took  the  matter  under  serious  considera- 
tion, and,  after  the  necessary  preliminary  discussion,  it  was 
resolved  to  proceed  with  the  completion  of  the  building,  even 
though  we  should  be  compelled  to  borrow  the  funds  to  pay 
the  expenses  for  so  doing;  and  Dr.  J.  G.  Brown  and  the 
Superintendent  were  appointed  a committee  to  carry  out 
the  wishes  of  the  Board  in  the  matter — to  make  such  modi- 
fications of  the  original  plans  as  were  deemed  expedient, 
prepare  the  necessary  specifications  and  procure  proposi- 
tions from  a number  of  reputable  contractors  to  furnish  the 
materials  and  do  the  work.  Finally,  at  a special  meeting  of 
the  Board,  held  July  8th  last,  the  contract  was  awarded  to 
Mr.  Lou  W.  Bott,  a responsible. builder,  who  offered  to  fin- 
ish the  third  story  in  accordance  with  plans  and  specifications 
for  the  sum  of  eight  thousand  dollars,  this  being  the  lowest 
bid.  It  did  not,  however,  include  the  painting.  That  was 
done  independent  of  the  main  contract,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Superintendent.  In  due  time,  the  work  was  completed 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Board. 
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Besides  the  contract  mentioned  above,  the  Board  was 
under  the  necessity  of  awarding  another  for  additions  and 
modifications  to  the  steam  heating  appliances,  so  that  the 
whole  building  could  be  properly  heated.  Upon  competi- 
tive propositions,  this  was  awarded  to  the  Pittsburg  Heat- 
ing Supply  Company.  The  work,  which  involved  an  ex- 
penditure of  nearly  one  thousand  dollars,  has  also  been  done 
in  a satisfactory  manner.  We  are  now  able  to  accom- 
modate comfortably  a school  of  from  150  to  200  pupils. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  completion  of  the  building, 
with  the  necessary  modifications  and  improvements,  cost 
over  nine  thousand  dollars.  A bill  was  prepared  and  pres- 
ented to  the  last  Legislature  asking,  together  with  other 
sums,  an  appropriation  to  reimburse  the  Board  for  these  ex- 
penditures; but,  the  uncertain  condition  of  the  State’s  finan- 
ces seemed  to  be  such,  that  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions of  the  House  struck  this  item  from  the  bill,  together 
with  other  sums  for  special  purposes  asked  for,  and  hence, 
we  shall  receive  from  the  State  during  the  next  two  fiscal 
years  but  little  more  than  the  necessary  per  capita  appropria- 
tion for  the  education  and  maintenance  of  State  pupils. 

But,  notwithstanding  the  Legislature  failed  to  grant  our 
request  to  reimburse  the  Board  for  the  expenditures 
referred  to,  we  have  not  been  left  wholly  without  encourage- 
ment, nor  in  uncertainty  as  to  our  ability  to  meet  all  our  ob- 
ligations. “A  friend  in  need  is  a friend  indeed,”  and  a friend 
has  come  to  our  assistance,  and  relieved  us  of  much  of  our 
anxiety.  Feeling  somewhat  personally  responsible  for  the 
indebtedness  incurred,  on  account  of  my  having  urged  the 
Board  to  go  forward  and  complete  the  building,  I took  oc- 
casion to  write  a personal  letter  to  an  old  friend,  who,  I felt, 
was  interested  in  this,  as  well  as  in  other  benevolent  under- 
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takings,  and  laid  before  him  our  financial  condition.  I also 
stated  that,  as  we  had  called  on  our  friends  for  assistance  on 
several  occasions  in  the  past,  and  they  had  responded  free- 
ly with  contributions  to  the  funds  to  erect  our  buildings,  we 
did  not  feel  like  making  a general  appeal  for  aid  at  this  time. 
The  result  was,  our  friend  responded  by  sending  us  a check 
for  $5,000.00.  The  Directors,  individually,  were  so  deeply 
touched  by  this  unexpected  manifestation  of  interest  in  our 
work,  and  sympathy  for  our  school,  that,  as  a body,  they 
made  suitable  acknowledgment  to  our  friend  for  this  gener- 
ous gift. 

A number  of  miscellaneous  improvements  and  repairs 
were  made  to  the  buildings  and  grounds  during  the  past 
year,  the  most  important  of  which  was  the  laying  of  a cement 
pavement  from  the  entrance  of  the  grounds  on  Bayard  street 
to  the  front  entrance  of  the  building;  the  making  of  a side 
entrance  on  Bellefield  avenue,  which  involved  the  erection 
of  a flight  of  good  stone  steps  and  the  laying  of  a cement 
pavement  from  there  to  the  wooden  steps  leading  up  to  the 
veranda;  the  removing  of  the  wooden  walks  along  the  sides 
and  in  front  of  the  building,  and  the  putting  down  in  their 
stead  good  cement  pavements.  The  cement  floors  of  the 
two  large  inside  courts,  which  early  showed  defects  on  ac- 
count of  the  poor  materials  used  by  the  contractor  when  they 
were  first  laid,  were  taken  up  and  relaid  in  better  manner, 
and  with  much  better  material. 

All  the  outside  woodwork  of  the  boiler  house  and  laun- 
dry was  painted  with  two  good  coats  of  paint.  The  ceil- 
ings and  walls  of  a number  of  rooms  and  some  of  the  cor- 
ridors in  the  main  building  were  painted  with  coats  of  oil 
and  lead  paint  of  appropriate  and  pleasing  colors.  Other 
minor  improvements  were  made  to  the  property.  It  has  al- 
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ways  been  the  aim  of  the  management  to  keep  the  buildings 
in  good  repair. 

The  finances  of  the  Institution  have  been  judiciously 
managed.  While  the  needs  of  the  school  have  been  supplied 
and  ample  provision  has  been  made  for  the  care  and  com- 
fort of  the  pupils,  strict  economy  has  been  practiced  in  mak- 
ing the  necessary  purchases,  and  the  current  expenses  of 
the  establishment  have  been  kept  within  the  limits  of  our  re- 
sources for  support.  The  report  of  the  Treasurer  will  show 
a small  balance  to  our  credit  in  bank.  This  balance  rep- 
resents our  working  capital.  That  is,  it  represents  the  amount 
of  money  available  to  pay  our  expenses  quarterly.  It  has 
not  been  sufficient  at  all  times  to  meet  these  expenses,  and 
lienee,  in  order  to  pay  our  bills  promptly,  we  have  been  ob- 
liged to  make  temporary  loans,  until  such  times  as  we  would 
receive  remittances  from  the  State  for  the  amounts  of  the 
quarterly  installments  due  us  from  the  State  appropriations. 

On  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  I embrace  with 
pleasure  this  opportunity  to  express  publicly  our  sincere 
thanks  to  our  Superintendent  and  his  estimable  wife,  for  the 
faithful  manner  in  which  they  have  discharged  their  duties, 
for  the  interest  they  have  shown  with  regard  to  the  health, 
instruction  and  moral  training  of  the  unfortunate  children 
committed  to  their  care. 

And  we  would  not  neglect  to  express  our  appreciation 
of  the  interest  taken  in  the  work  of  the  Institution  by  the 
teachers  in  all  the  departments,  and  of  the  earnest  efforts 
they  have  made  to  develop  and  train  the  pupils  under  their 
instruction. 

In  closing  this  report,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  state  that 
the  Directors  have  taken  a deep  interest  in  the  progress  and 
welfare  of  the  Institution,  and  have  shown  a keen  apprecia- 
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tion  of  the  character  and  importance  of  the  duties  they  have 
assumed.  Meetings  have  been  held  regularly,  and  such  coun- 
sel given  and  measures  considered  as  the  interests  of  the 
school  required  and  as  were  deemed  necessary  to  extend  its 
sphere  of  usefulness.  There  has  been  unanimity  of  action  in 
all  important  matters  and  a pleasing  esprit  de  corps  exhibited 
among  the  members. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  A.  HERRON, 

President- 


eyort  of  the  treasurer 


Twelfth  Annual  Report  of  Chas.  F.  Dean,  Treasurer  of  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
for  the  year  ending  April  29th,  1899. 


RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand,  April  30th,  1898 $1,180  91 

Received  from  State  Treasurer,  Maintenance....  $18,821  38 

Received  from  State  Treasurer,  Repairs,  etc 750  00  19,571  38 

Received  from  Sale  of  Brooms  manufactured....  548  95 

Received  from  Proceeds  of  Notes  discounted  ....  13,300  00 

Cash  donations  during  the  year: 

From  a Friend  (By  W.  A.  Herron)  5,000  00 

Finley  H.  Lloyd  500  00 

Miss  Elizabeth  McLaughlin  25  00 

Mrs.  Margaret  Thompson  20  00 

Nicholas  Tragesser  5 00 

Peter  Reichenberger  5 00  5,555  00 


Total  $40,156  24 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Salaries  $6,523  42 

Wages  of  Employes  2,771  01 

Supplies  8,718  09 

Furniture 89  00 

Repairs,  Ordinary  270  00 

Interest  22  22 

Sundries  481  08  18,874  82 


Paid  for  completing  Building 8,800  00 

Notes  redeemed  9,800  00 

Balance  on  hand,  April  29th,  1899 2,681  42 


Total  $40,156  24 


UNION  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  PITTSBURG,  PA., 

April  29th,  1899. 

This  is  to  certify  that  the  sum  of  $2,681  42  stands  to  the  credit 
of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind  on  the  books 
of  this  bank,  at  this  date. 

GEO.  W.  PADEN,  Asst.  Cashier. 

Pittsburg,  May  4th,  1899. 

The  undersigned,  auditors,  appointed  at  annual  meeting  May  1,  1899, 
hereby  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  above  account  and  have  found 
the  same  to  be  correct. 

O.  M.  EDWARDS, 

F.  H.  LLOYD. 
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MISS  JANE  HOLMES. 

Whose  benehcence  led  to  the  founding  of  this  Institution.  Seventeen 
benevolent  organizations  of  different  kinds  have  been  the  recipients  of 
her  bequests.  To  these  have  been  distributed  from  the  proceeds  of  her 
estate,  to  this  time,  upwards  of  Ail .300,000.00. 


WESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  ist,  1899. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Corporation: 

Gentlemen — In  accordance  with  custom,  as  Sec- 
retary of  the  Board  of  Directors,  I have  the  honor  to  submit 
a brief  report  of  such  proceedings  of  the  Board  and  other 
events  during  the  past  year  as  may  be  of  interest  to  you,  and 
of  sufficient  importance  to  be  put  in  tangible  form  for  future 
reference. 

It  is  gratifying  to  us  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  Institu- 
tion has  continued  to  fulfill  in  a satisfactory  manner  the  im- 
portant mission  for  which  it  has  been  established.  The  work 
of  the  various  departments  has  been  conducted  during  the 
year  with  care  and  consideration,  and  with  a view  to  achieve 
the  best  results;  and  we  can  safely  say  that  the  school  has 
never  been  in  a more  prosperous  condition. 

The  Directors  have  taken  a deep  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  the  Institution.  They  have  met  regularly,  and  have  al- 
ways been  ready  and  prompt  to  consider  and  adopt  such 
means  as  were  deemed  necessary  to  promote  its  interests. 
The  several  committees  appointed  by  the  President,  in  ac- 
cordance with  an  amendment  to  the  By-Laws  passed  more 
than  a year  ago,  have  visited  the  school  as  often  as  practica- 
ble. They  have  visited  the  class  rooms,  inspected  the  build- 
ings and  conferred  with  the  Superintendent  about  the  im- 
mediate needs  and  general  management  of  the  establishment. 
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The  reports  of  their  observations  at  the  monthly  sittings  of 
the  Board,  have  been  very  satisfactory  and  encouraging; 
and  thus,  the  members  have  been  kept  well  informed  as  to 
the  operations  of  the  Institution. 

In  the  annual  reports  submitted  one  year  ago,  both  the 
President  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  took  occasion  to 
refer  to  the  fact  that,  owing  to  the  rapid  growth  of  the 
school,  it  would  soon  become  necessary  to  take  steps  to 
complete  the  third  story  of  the  building  in  order  to  furnish 
more  dormitory  space  for  the  pupils.  As  has  been  stated  in 
previous  reports,  this  part  of  the  building,  in  the  original 
plans,  was  intended  wholly  for  dormitory  purposes,  but,  for 
lack  of  funds,  it  was  left  unfinished,  when  the  building  was 
erected,  and  hence,  other  apartments  had  to  be  used  for  dor- 
mitories. But  the  demand  for  more  room  became  so  ur- 
gent before  the  close  of  the  last  school  term,  that  the  Board 
finally  resolved  to  proceed  to  complete  the  work  in  the 
third  story,  notwithstanding  it  would  be  compelled  to  bor- 
row the  money  to  pay  the  expenses  for  so  doing.  The  im- 
provements were  made  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Directors 
during  the  summer  and  fall  of  last  year.  They  afford  facil- 
ities for  conducting  the  school  in  a more  satisfactory  man- 
ner and  add  to  the  comfort  of  the  inmates.  We  now  have 
ample  room  for  the  care  of  more  than  150  pupils. 

While  the  Board  was  reluctant  to  incur  a debt  of  $8,000 
to  make  the  improvements  referred  to,  not  knowing  how 
or  when  it  would  be  able  to  meet  such  an  obligation,  still  it 
felt  that  the  work  should  be  done,  and  it  took  measures  to 
do  it,  trusting  to  circumstances  in  the  future  to  provide  the 
means  to  pay  its  indebtedness.  Fortunately,  we  were  not 
kept  in  suspense  long.  In  the  course  of  a few  months, 
through  the  agency  of  our  President,  Col.  Wm.  A.  Herron, 
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our  financial  condition  and  the  needs  of  the  Institution  were 
laid  before  a friend  of  the  school,  who,  in  a short  time,  kind- 
ly sent  us  a check  for  $5,000.  This  was  so  timely,  and  so 
fully  appreciated  by  the  Board  that,  as  an  expression  of  its 
profound  gratitude,  it  unanimously  adopted  the  following 
minute  prepared  by  Mr.  H.  K.  Porter,  ordered  it  spread  up- 
on records  of  the  Institution,  and  a copy  transmitted  to  the 
generous  contributor: 

“The  Directors  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  the  Blind  have  learned  from  their  President  of  the  gen- 
erous gift  of  five  thousand  dollars  from  a friend,  who  pre- 
fers that  his  name  should  not  be  used.  We  cannot  refrain 
from  expressing  to  him,  however,  our  deep  sense  of  appre- 
ciation of  the  great  interest  thus  shown,  and  our  gratitude 
for  this,  as  well  as  for  the  great  gift.  Such  a proof  of  interest 
gives  encouragement  beyond  measure,  and  is  an  indication 
of  sympathy  for  our  school,  and  for  our  scholars,  which,  we 
trust  and  believe,  is  widespread  in  our  community. 

“But  its  manifestation  in  this  instance  is  so  unique,  and 
was  so  great  a surprise,  coming  when  we  were  not  only 
greatly  in  need  of  assistance  to  meet  our  expenses,  but  when 
no  general  effort  was  making  to  collect  funds,  that  we  would 
be  false  to  ourselves  not  to  express  our  personal  gratitude, 
and  that  of  those  whom  we  represent  and  for  whose  good 
this  money  has  been  expended.  We  therefore  inscribe  this 
minute  on  our  records,  and  request  our  President  to  convey 
a copy  of  the  same  to  our  friend,  with  the  assurance  that  we 
are  grateful  and  stimulated  by  this  deed  of  his  to  renewed 
diligence  and  care  in  the  discharge  of  our  trust.” 

In  order  to  contribute  to  the  comfort  of  the  pupils  and 
maintain  good  health  among  them,  the  Directors  have  aimed 
to  keep  the  buildings  in  good  repair  and  in  the  best  sani- 
tary condition.  The  apartments  are  always  kept  clean  and 
neat  and  well  ventilated,  and  the  surroundings  are  made  as 
attractive  as  our  means  will  permit.  The  President  of  the 
Board  has  mentioned  in  his  report  a number  of  minor  im- 
provements and  repairs  that  have  been  made  during  the  year. 
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The  President  has  also  referred  to  the  financial  condi- 
tion of  the  Institution,  and  mentioned  the  fact  that  the  Board, 
in  order  to  meet  its  expenses  promptly,  found  it  necessary 
to  make  temporary  loans.  It  only  remains  for  us  to  add  that, 
when  we  needed  funds,  we  received  ready  accommodations, 
at  a very  reasonable  rate  of  interest,  at  the  Union  National 
Bank,  of  this  City;  and  the  Directors  have  made  acknowl- 
edgment of,  and  expressed  their  sincere  thanks  for,  the  kind- 
ness shown  us  in  this  regard  by  Mr.  R.  S.  Smith  and  our 
worthy  Treasurer,  Mr.  Chas.  F.  Dean,  President  and  Cashier 
of  that  institution. 

In  reviewing  the  events  of  the  past,  we  feel  that  the 
year  just  closed  has  been  one  of  marked  prosperity  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Institution,  and  we  cherish  the  hope  that  the 
one  upon  which  we  have  entered  may  prove  equally  as  suc- 
cessful and  encouraging. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

O.  M.  EDWARDS, 

Secretary . 


'he  Superintendent’ s Report 


WESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

Pittsburg,  Pa.,  May  ist,  1899. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors: 

Gentlemen — Rapidly  passing  time  has  brought  us 
to  the  close  of  another  year  in  the  history  of  this  Institution, 
and  it  is  again  incumbent  upon  me  to  submit  for  your  con- 
sideration my  annual  report  of  its  operations,  the  same  being 
my  ninth  statement  of  this  kind. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  review  of  the  events  of  the  year, 
I may  be  permitted  to  say  that  the  Institution  has  been  fa- 
vored with  a marked  degree  of  prosperity.  Nothing  has  oc- 
curred to  interrupt  its  operations,  and  the  system  of  train- 
ing and  instruction  adopted  has  been  carried  forward  with 
diligence  and  success.  The  attendance  of  our  pupils  upon 
the  daily  exercises  has  been  good ; most  of  them  have  taken 
a deep  interest  in  their  studies,  and  have  made  satisfactory 
progress  in  all  their  school  work,  and  we  are  profoundly 
thankful  to  be  able  to  state,  that  throughout  the  whole  year, 
they  have  enjoyed  excellent  health. 

Our  general  plan  of  operations  has  been  liberal  and 
progressive.  Our  school  is  conducted  on  the  same  general 
principles  as  those  by  which  other  institutions  of  similar 
character  are  regulated,  with  such  modifications  and  addi- 
tions as  observation  and  experience  suggest  should  be  made 
to  achieve  the  best  results.  Our  aim  is  to  make  the  instruc- 
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tion  and  training  as  practical  and  effective  as  possible,  keep- 
ing in  view  at  all  times  the  special  needs  of  the  pupils  un- 
der our  care,  and  their  individual  conditions  and  surround- 
ings. While  we  can  still  see  opportunities  for  improvement 
in  our  methods,  and  are  constantly  pressing  forward  to  the  at- 
tainment of  higher  degrees  of  efficiency,  we  feel  that  even 
now  much  of  our  work  will  compare  favorably  with  the  best 
schools  for  the  blind  in  this  country. 

I take  occasion  to  state  here  that  the  Institution  is  fast 
achieving  a prominent  place  among  the  leading  benevolent 
enterprises,  not  only  in  this  community,  but  in  the  whole 
western  part  of  our  State.  Its  beneficent  results  are  attract- 
ing attention,  and  men  and  women  engaged,  or  interested, 
in  movements  for  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the 
unfortunate,  visit  the  school  for  the  purpose  of  gathering 
information  as  to  how  our  work  is  done,  and  to  show  an  in- 
terest in,  and  give  encouragement  to,  an  undertaking  that 
is  proving  so  helpful  in  its  operations. 

The  education  of  the  blind  is  a subject  that  is  deserv- 
ing of  the  most  careful  attention  and  consideration  of  all  phil- 
anthropic people,  not  only  as  a matter  of  justice,  and  because 
of  its  social  benefits,  but,  also,  from  an  economic  stand- 
point. The  blind,  as  a class,  are  susceptible  of  a much 
higher  degree  of  development  and  culture  than  most  peo- 
ple suppose.  We  are  likely  to  judge  of  their  capabilities,  or 
incapabilities,  from  wrong  conditions  and  examples.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  carefully  educated  blind  person  is  not  a 
mendicant,  but  he  will  be  found  seeking  opportunities  for 
useful  enjoyment;  and  a fair  percentage  of  them  have  suc- 
ceeded well  in  their  efforts  to  support  themselves.  Numer- 
ous examples  might  be  given  to  show  that  they  are  capable 
of  filling  important  positions,  and  of  taking  an  active  part  in 
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the  affairs  of  the  community  in  which  they  live.  The  blind 
person  can  be  talked  with  and  read  to,  and  thus  placed 
in  direct  intercourse  with  the  world  around  him.  Domestic 
converse,  literary  pleasures,  political  excitement,  intellec- 
tual research  are  all  within  his  reach,  and  hence,  he  is  capa- 
ble of  becoming  a factor  in  society  and  has  a hopeful  view  of 
life. 

THE  SESSIONS  OF  THE  INSTITUTIONS. 

The  last  term  of  school  closed  on  Wednesday  morning, 
June  22d  last,  after  a continuous  session  of  forty-one  weeks, 
which  was  interrupted  only  by  a brief  vacation  during  the 
Christmas  holidays.  Most  of  the  pupils  spent  this  short 
vacation  at  their  homes,  or  among  their  friends. 

The  last  term  was  one  week  shorter  than  those  of  pre- 
vious years,  owing  to  the  fact  that,  according  to  custom,  we 
formerly  commenced  the  school  session  each  year  on  the 
first  Wednesday  of  September ; but,  in  1897,  the  first  Wednes- 
day of  September  fell  on  the  first  day  of  the  month,  and,  as 
the  weather  is  usually  warm  during  the  early  part  of  that 
month,  we  postponed  the  opening  until  the  second  Wednes- 
day; and,  therefore,  to  have  continued  the  term  for  the  full 
period  of  forty-two  weeks,  it  would  have  been  necessary  to 
extend  the  time  of  closing  to  the  29th  of  June,  which  was 
not  desirable.  We  think  that  a school  term  of  forty-one 
weeks  each  year,  with  little  cessation,  is  quite  long  enough 
for  the  accomplishment  of  good  work  in  an  institution  of 
this  kind.  Most  schools  have  a much  shorter  term;  few,  if 
any,  have  a longer  one.  Many  schools  for  seeing  students 
have  a spring  vacation  of  from  one  to  two  weeks,  whereas 
our  term  is  continuous  after  the  Christmas  holidays. 

The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  during  the  last  term  was 
86 — 42  boys  and  44  girls.  Of  these,  19 — n boys  and  8 girls 
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— were  new  pupils.  Of  the  new  pupils,  3 were  adults  who 
were  admitted  to  receive  instruction  principally  in  the  in- 
dustrial department;  2 had  attended  schools  during  several 
terms  in  other  States;  the  remainder  were  young  and  with- 
out previous  training. 

A closing  entertainment  was  given  in  the  Chapel  on 
Tuesday  evening,  June  21st,  in  the  presence  of  a large  and 
appreciative  audience.  The  program  presented  consisted  of  a 
pleasing  variety  of  numbers  of  vocal  and  instrumental  music, 
and  declamations  by  small  pupils.  It  was  arranged  with  a 
view  to  give  the  audience  during  the  evening  a fair  idea  of 
the  progress  and  capabilities  of  as  many  of  our  pupils  as 
possible.  All  the  numbers  were  given  with  pleasing  effect, 
and  were  well  received  by  the  audience. 

The  following  is  the  program  rendered  on  the  occasion : 
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PROGRAM. 


PART  I. 


Opening  Number — “Polka  Caprice,” 

INSTITUTION  ORCHESTRA — BOVS  AND  GIRLS. 

Chorus — “With  Colors  Gaily  Flying,” 

SCHOOL. 

Duet  (Piano) — “Tripping  Through  the  Daisies,” 

DESSIE  MARKLAND  AND  BERTHA  JOHNSON. 

RrriTiTmN^  / “Spelling  in  the  Nursery”— May  Porter. 
KECITATIONS— j,,Boys,  Rights> -_SAM.  G.  ROWE. 

Song — “Because  I love  you,  dear,”- 

ELIZA  JOHNSON. 

String  Quintette — “The  Tyroleans,” 

JOSEPH  PALMER,  FRANK  E.  CONNELLY, 

HARRY  R.  BARROWS,  CHAS.  O.  MCLAUGHLIN, 

JOHN  H.  DOLAN. 

t 

Song— “Kissing  Papa  Through  the  Telephone,” 

ELSIE  MAY  VATH. 

Westendorf 

w ( “Mamma’s  Help” — Kathleen  A.  Tragesser. 

ecitat  ns  | “His  Sixth  Birthday” — Oscar  Gibson. 

Solo — (Piano) — “La  Scintilla  Mazurka,” 

FRANK  E.  CONNELLY. 

. Gottschalk 

March — “Institute,” Gernert. 

GIRLS’  ORCHESTRA. 

( a,  “America.” 

National  Songs — •]  b,  “Columbia,  tbe  Gem  of  the  Ocean.” 

( c,  “The  Star  Spangled  Banner.” 
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PART  II. 


I a,  “Minuet  from  Don  Giovanni,” Mezart 

piano — < b,  “Frohlicher  Landmann,” Schumann 

[ c,  “Shepherd’s  Song,” Krug 

S.  EARL  KEPHART. 


Recitations — 


“The  American  Flag” — George  Reichenberger. 
“Remembering  the  Old  Hen” — Ernest  Scott. 


Song — “A  Winter  Lullaby,” 

JEAN  COWAN. 


,de  Kovcn 


Solo — (Piano) — “L’  Hirondelle, 

ETHEL  E.  CROOKS. 


Gobbaerts 


Song — “Tell  her  I love  her  so,” ~de  Faye 

JOSEPH  PALMER. 

Valse — “Consolation,” Heed 

INSTITUTION  ORCHESTRA. 

Trio — “Air  de  Chasse, C.  Czerny 

MARY  G.  KNAP,  JENNIE  S.  SNYDER, 

DONALD  J.  MCLEAN. 

Vocal — “Waltz,” Arditi 

HARRIET  P.  SLATTERY. 

Two  Part  Song — “When  Life  is  Brightest,,’ Pinsuti 


HARRIET  P.  SLATTERY,  ELIZA  JOHNSTON, 
JEAN  COWAN,  MARY  A.  NICHOLS. 


Quartette — “March  Militaire  No.  i,” Schubert 

JEAN  COWAN,  BLANCHE  D.  BAY, 

JOSEPH  PALMER,  HARRY  R.  BARROWS. 


Chorus — “Stars  and  Stripes  Forever,” Sousa 

CHORUS  AND  INSTITUTION  ORCHESTRA. 


ARCHIBALD  M.  MARSHALL. 

Mr.  Marshall  was  present  at  the  first  meeting'  held.  November  23,  188(5. 
to  consider  the  feasibility  of  establishing  an  Institution  for  the  Blind  in 
Pittsburgh.  Upon  the  organization  of  the  first  Board  of  Directors,  he  was 
elected  its  President  and  continued  to  occupy  that  important  position 
until  his  death,  which  occured  April  28th.  1897.  Evidently,  his  connection 
with  and  his  efforts  in  behalf  of  this  Institution,  did  much  to  inspire  con- 
fidence in  the  enterprise  among  the  benevolent  people  of  this  community, 


35 


THE  CURRENT  SESSION. 

The  current  term  of  the  Institution  was  commenced  on 
Wednesday  morning,  September  7th  last.  The  necessary  re- 
pairs were  made  to  the  interior  of  the  building  during  the 
summer  vacation,  and  everything  was  put  in  readiness  for 
an  auspicious  opening.  Within  a few  days  after  the  opening, 
there  was  a good  attendance  of  our  former  pupils,  and  several 
new  ones  were  admitted.  The  number  has  gradually  in- 
creased since,  until  the  total  number  registered  to  date  is  93, 


which  is  the  largest  number  we  have  enrolled  during  any  one 
year.  Of  these,  48  are  boys  and  45  girls;  12 — 7 boys  and  5 
girls — are  new  pupils. 

Of  the  number  registered  this  term,  one  was  admitted 
from  the  State  of  Ohio,  the  remaining  92  came  from  the 
following  19  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  mostly  from  the  west- 
ern part  of  the  State : 

Boys.  Girls.  Total. 

Allearhenv  2fi  21  . . . . . 47 

Armstrong  

1 . 

1 

Beaver  

2 

4 . 

6 

Blair  

1 

1 

Butler  

3 

3 

6 

Clarion  

1 

1 

Clearfield  

1 

1 

Cumberland  

1 

1 

Fayette  

1 

1 

Indiana  

1 

1 

Jefferson  

1 

1 

Lawrence  

1 

1 

McKean 

1 

. . . 1 

2 

Mercer  

2 

2 

4 

Northumberland  

1 

1 

Somerset  

1 

1 

Washington  

5 

2 

7 

Westmoreland  

3 

5 

$ 

Warren  

1 

1 

Total  

48 

44 

92 
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These  figures  show  that  of  the  92  pupils  enrolled  from 
this  State,  47  have  come  from  Allegheny  County.  One  year 
ago  we  reported  45  pupils  as  having  been  registered  from 
this  County;  5 of  them  withdrew  for  various  causes,  and  we 
still  have  enrolled  47  pupils,  making  52  as  the  total  number 
from  Allegheny  County,  who  have  received  instruction  in 
the  Institution  during  the  past  two  years. 

STATISTICS. 

The  changes  in  attendance  during  the  last  and  the  cur- 
rent terms,  are  shown  by  the  following  figures: 

Boys.  Girls.  Total. 


Total  number  enrolled  at  date  of  last  report 41  44  85 

Number  of  new  pupils  admitted  later 1 1 

Total  number  enrolled  during  last  term  42  44  86 

Number  withdrawn  for  various  causes  4 4 8 

Number  of  former  pupils  enrolled  during  this  term 38  40  78 

Number  of  pupils  readmitted  3 3 

Number  of  new  pupils  admitted 7 5 12 

Total  number  enrolled  to  date  this  term  48  45  93 

Total  number  enrolled  since  the  organization  68  64  132 


INSTRUCTION. 

The  work  of  instruction  in  the  several  departments  of 
the  school  has  been  conducted  with  commendable  patience, 
energy  and  skill.  The  teachers  have  tried  to  study  the  dis- 
position and  bent  of  mind  of  their  pupils  individually,  and 
have  given  instruction  in  such  manner  as  to  secure  the 
greatest  degree  of  development  of  all.  The  aim  is  to  awaken 
an  interest  in  study  and  lead  the  pupils  to  appreciate  the  val- 
ue of  an  education. 

Notwithstanding  we  are  compelled  to  use  special  ap- 
pliances in  conducting  much  of  our  instruction,  the  children 
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are  trained  as  far  as  possible  to  think  and  act  as  seeing  chil- 
dren. The  scope  of  our  work  is  being  gradually  enlarged. 
The  methods  employed  are  practical,  and  along  the  lines 
of  the  most  advanced  thought  and  in  accordance  with  the 
best  systems  of  education  in  general,  and  of  the  training  of 
the  blind  in  particular.  Nothing  at  our  disposal  that  we  felt 
would  conduce  to  the  advancement  of  the  whole  school,  has 
been  omitted. 

LITERARY  DEPARTMENT. 

We  have  always  regarded  the  instruction  in  literary 
branches  as  the  most  important  part  of  our  system  of  educa- 
tion. We  aim  to  make  it  the  basis  of  all  our  institution 
work ; for,  we  feel,  that  a good  academic  education  is  the  best 
preparation  we  can  give  those  under  our  care  to  fit  them  to 
successfully  discharge  the  duties  of  any  occupation  in  which 
they  may  engage. 

Such  instruction  lifts  them  to  a higher  plane  of  thought 
and  habits,  gives  them  fuller  ideas  of  responsibilities  and 
duty,  leads  them  to  take  an  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the 
community  in  which  they  live,  makes  them  companionable 
and  useful  members  of  society;  and  thus,  they  are  made  con- 
tented and  happy.  Without  speaking  disparagingly  of  the 
attainments  of  any  one,  we  think  it  can  be  truthfully  said  that 
no  class  of  defective  children  are  susceptible  of  as  high  a 
degree  of  mental  development  as  the  blind,  and  hence,  it  is 
but  just  and  fair  that  they  should  be  accorded  as  large  oppor- 
tunities to  develop  and  discipline  their  faculties  as  are  given 
pupils  in  the  public  schools. 

In  this  department  the  teacher  is  given  the  best  oppor- 
tunity to  become  acquainted  with  and  test  her  pupils,  that 
is,  to  study  their  disposition  and  habits;  their  capacity  for 
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learning  and  wants.  Here  the  sluggish  powers  are  quickened 
into  activity,  and  ambition  is  aroused  and  stimulated.  It  is 
here  that  strength  of  character,  energy  and  earnestness  of  pur- 
pose are  developed.  Here,  too,  is  afforded  the  best  oppor- 
tunity to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  pupils  proper  ideas 
of  the  whole  course  of  training  pursued. 

As  I stated  in  my  last  report,  besides  the  regular  daily 
class  work,  from  forty-five  minutes  to  an  hour  is  devoted  each 
evening  to  miscellaneous  reading.  For  this  purpose  the 
school  is  divided  into  two  classes.  One  is  composed  of  the 
younger  pupils,  and  others  who  have  had  but  little  schooling ; 
in  the  other  class  are  the  more  advanced  students.  To  the 
former,  interesting  and  instructive  stories  and  books  are  read ; 
and,  to  the  latter,  we  first  read  extracts  from  the  current  news, 
taken  from  the  daily  papers;  this  is  followed  with  the  read- 
ing of  works  of  literature  and  fiction  by  our  best  authors. 
In  this  manner,  our  younger  pupils  are  entertained  and  in- 
structed, while  the  older  ones  are  led  to  take  an  interest  in 
the  daily  affairs  of  life ; a fund  of  general  information  is  im- 
parted to  them;  a good  style  of  language  and  composition  is 
developed,  and  a taste  for  good  literature  is  awakened  and 
cultivated.  In  this  part  of  our  school  work,  we  have  found 
the  Carnegie  Library,  of  Pittsburg,  only  a few  squares  dis- 
tant, of  much  benefit. 

During  the  past  year  this  department  has  been  carefully 
and  well  managed,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  excellent  progress 
that  has  been  made  in  it.  The  teachers,  Miss  O.  H.  J.  Har- 
ris, Miss  H.  I.  Houston  and  Mrs.  M.  M.  Craven,  have  been 
earnest  and  faithful  in  the  performance  of  their  duties. 

MUSICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Training  in  music  is  regarded  everywhere  as  one  of  the 
essential  parts  of  the  education  of  the  blind.  It  is  important 
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both  on  account  of  its  practical  advantages  and  its  ethical 
benefits.  It  opens  to  them  a fruitful  field  in  which  those  who 
have  talent  for  the  art,  may  find  pleasant  and  profitable  em- 
ployment, and  its  refining  and  ennobling  influence  is  felt 
and  recognized  in  every  school  of  this  kind. 

To  compensate,  as  far  as  it  is  possible  to  do  so,  for  the 
loss  of  sight,  the  senses  of  touch  and  hearing  are  brought 
into  requisition  to  a greater  extent  than  they  are  likely  to 
be  under  normal  conditions,  and  the  latter  becomes  uncon- 
sciously disciplined  to  a degree  not  usually  found  among 
seeing  people.  Naturally,  therefore,  the  blind  are  soon  at- 
tracted by  the  harmony  and  melody  of  sounds,  which  finally 
leads  to  a desire  to  study  music,  in  which  they  take  much 
interest  and  find  much  pleasure. 

The  course  of  instruction  in  this  department  has  been 
made  as  broad  and  progressive  as  the  means  at  our  disposal 
and  our  facilities  would  permit.  Because  of  its  moral  influ- 
ence and  the  social  advantages  derived  from  it,  we  aim  to 
give  all  our  pupils  such  general  training  in  vocal  and  in- 
strumental music  as  they  are  capable  of  receiving,  and  does 
not  interfere  with  their  other  duties;  while  special  attention 
and  opportunities  are  given  to  those  who  have  more  taste 
and  more  talent  for  the  art,  that  they  may  be  trained  to  a 
high  degree  of  proficiency  in  it,  and  be  prepared  to  use  their 
acquirements  as  a means  of  earning  a living.  The  thought 
at  the  basis  of  our  whole  system  of  instruction  is  that  blind 
students  should  be  taught  to  do  what  they  can  do,  and  be 
given  the  training  for  it. 

Much  of  the  interest  and  enthusiasm  manifest  in  this 
department  is  due  largely  to  the  efforts  and  zeal  exhibited 
by  the  teachers  in  charge  of  the  several  branches  of  it,  and 
for  the  intelligent  manner  in  which  they  have  conducted 
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the  work.  Miss  Sarah  E.  Taylor  continues  to  give  instruc- 
tion on  the  piano  and  cabinet  organ;  Mr.  Gilden  R.  Broad- 
berry  has  charge  of  the  classes  in  singing  and  special  voice 
culture,  and  Mr.  John  Gernert  is  the  director  of  the  or- 
chestra. 

PIANO  TUNING. 

Instruction  in  the  art  of  regulating  and  tuning  pianos 
and  cabinet  organs  continues  to  hold  an  important  place  as 
a branch  in  our  system  of  training.  It  is  a vocation  in  which 
blind  students  who  have  talent  for  the  art,  and  are  deter- 
mined to  strive  to  acquire  skill  in  it,  may  find  profitable  em- 
ployment. It  affords  them  superior  opportunities  for  en- 
gaging in  a pursuit  that  offers  better  remuneration  than  any 
other  calling  to  which  they  may  devote  their  time. 

The  class  of  girls  who  started  in  this  work  more  than 
a year  ago,  have  made  good  progress,  and  feel  that  they  have 
been  greatly  benefited  by  the  instruction  they  have  received, 
and  the  experience  they  have  acquired.  They  are  all  good 
performers  on  the  pianoforte,  and  they  feel  that  the  training- 
in  the  art  of  tuning  has  enabled  them  to  detect  more  readily 
the  slight  discords  in  sounds,  which  they  were  not  able  to 
detect  before;  and,  besides,  they  have  acquired  a knowledge 
of  the  mechanism  of  the  instruments  they  use,  and  are  en- 
abled to  keep  them  in  fair  tune  and  repair,  and,  possibly, 
perform  valuable  service  in  the  same  line  for  others  ; and  thus, 
make  it  a source  of  profit.  This  is  the  only  institution  for 
the  blind,  as  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  learn,  that  under- 
takes to  give  instruction  in  tuning  to  girls. 

This  work  is  still  in  charge  of  Mr.  Geo.  Horstman,  who 
is  earnest  and  enthusiastic  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  He 
is  a capable  instructor  and  deeply  interested  in  the  progress 
of  his  pupils. 


INDUSTRIAL  DEPARTMENT. 


This  department  during  the  past  year  has  received  all 
the  attention  that  its  importance  as  one  of  the  leading 
branches  of  our  system  of  education  demands.  In  previous 
reports,  we  endeavored  to  present,  in  different  forms  of  word- 
ing, the  necessity  for  a well  equipped  and  well  managed  de- 
partment for  training  in  industrial  pursuits,  in  an  institution 
of  this  kind.  In  carefully  reviewing  the  whole  subject  of  the 
education  and  training  of  the  blind  and  noting  their  needs, 
we  are  confirmed  in  our  convictions  on  this  subject.  While 
our  aim  is  to  prepare  the  pupils  under  our  care  for  lives  of 
usefulness  and  happiness,  we  must  not  overlook  the  fact 
that,  with  them,  to  be  useful  means,  in  a large  measure,  the 
ability  to  earn  their  own  living ; and  much  of  their  happiness 
comes  from  a knowledge  of  their  ability  to  do  this,  and,  con- 
sequently, of  their  being  independent. 

Some  of  our  pupils  come  to  us  at  too  late  an  age,  or  have 
not  sufficient  mental  strength,  to  acquire  more  than  the  sim- 
plest knowledge  of  a few  rudimental  branches  in  the  literary 
department,  and  they  are  incapable  of  engaging  in  musical 
studies.  Hence,  the  only  hope  to  fit  them  for  active  em- 
ployment and  to  earn,  partially  at  least,  their  own  living, 
lies  in  teaching  them  some  useful  trade.  Furthermore,  to  be 
occupied  in  some  congenial  handicraft  and  be  able  to 
manipulate  the  different  parts  of  simple  machinery  and  the 
different  kinds  of  material,  are  sources  of  pleasure  to  the 
blind.  They  tend  to  occupy  their  time  and  draw  them  away 
from  brooding  over  their  misfortune. 

No  special  changes  have  been  made  in  the  division  of 
the  work  in  this  department.  It  has  been  conducted,  as  here- 
tofore, in  two  distinct  sections;  namely,  the  Work-Room  for 
the  girls  and  the  Work-Shop  for  the  boys. 


42 


THE  WORK-ROOM  FOR  THE  GIRLS. 

The  instruction  in  this  room  has  been  conducted  durinsr 
the  year  with  fidelity  and  zeal.  This  room,  most  of  the  time, 
is  a scene  of  cheerful  activity  and  earnestness.  Most  of  the 
interest  shown  here  and  the  satisfactory  progress  made,  are 
due  to  the  energy,  tact  and  judgment  of  the  teacher  in 
charge. 

All  the  girls  and  all  the  small  boys  spend  a part  of  each 
day  in  this  room.  The  older  girls  are  taught  to  sew,  both 
by  hand  and  with  a machine,  to  knit,  darn  and  crochet,  and 
to  make  a variety  of  useful  and  fancy  articles  of  worsted,  yarn 
and  thread.  They  have  also  been  taught  to  make  dresses, 
waists  and  other  articles  of  wearing  apparel,  the  workman- 
ship of  some  of  which  would  do  credit  to  people  of  good 
sight.  In  this,  as  in  other  work,  we  are  endeavoring  to  solve 
the  question  always  foremost  in  institutions  of  this  character; 
namely,  “What  shall  we  teach  our  girls?”  We  are  at  least 
trying  to  teach  them  something  that  will  enable  them  to  be- 
come helpful  and  useful  in  their  homes. 

Some  of  the  younger  girls  are  also  taught  to  sew  with 
a needle,  to  knit  and  crochet,  in  all  of  which  they  have  made 
excellent  progress;  and  all  the  rest,  with  the  small  boys,  are 
taught  to  make  many  articles  of  various  sizes  and  shapes,  of 
beads  and  wire.  This  latter  employment,  besides  being  an 
attractive  method  of  object  teaching,  is  valuable  for  the  hand 
training  it  gives  the  young  pupils,  which  proves  of  decided 
advantage  in  other  lines  of  instruction. 

The  instruction  in  this  department  during  the  past  year 
has  been  well  directed,  and  both  teachers  and  pupils  have 
evinced  a desire  to  show  satisfactory  results.  That  they  have 
succeeded  in  a high  degree  will  be  evidenced  by  the  display 


MRS.  MARY  E.  SCHENLEY. 

Mrs.  Schenley  deeded  to  the  Institution  in  fee  simple  the  grounds 
upon  which  the  buildings  are  located,  comprising  an  area  of  nearly  514; 
acres;  and,  otherwise,  she  has  given  aid  and  encouragement  to  the  enter- 
prise, and  manifested  a deep  interest  in  its  success. 
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of  their  work  presented  to-day.  The  successful  operation 
of  the  girl’s  work-room  is  due  to  the  efforts  and  skill  of  the 
teacher,  Mrs.  M.  M.  Craven. 

THE  BOYS’  WORK-SHOP. 

This  branch  of  our  industrial  work  has  been  conducted 
with  diligence  and  tact.  Most  of  the  pupils  engaged  in  the 
broom  trade  have  made  satisfactory  progress,  and  some  of 
them  can  be  regarded  as  good  workmen.  Our  aim  is  to  train 
our  pupils  in  this,  as  well  as  in  all  other  branches  of  work,  to 
strive  for  a high  degree  of  efficiency — not  only  to  do  work, 
but  to  do  good  work. 

During  the  year  236  dozen  brooms  have  been  made — 
175  dozen  No.  4,  or  railroad  brooms,  11  dozen  fine  parlor 
brooms,  48  dozen  heavy  brooms  with  cane  centers,  and  2 
dozen  common  brooms;  also,  2 dozen  brushes.  The  brooms 
manufactured  in  our  shop  compare  favorably  with  any  in  the 
market,  and  we  have  found  ready  sale  for  them. 

The  boys’  shop  has  been  under  the  control  of  Mr.  J. 
M.  Richard,  who  has  had  large  experience  in  training  blind 
boys  in  industrial  work.  He  has  been  diligent  and  success- 
ful in  his  efforts  to  make  his  instruction  effective. 

HEALTH  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 

As  we  stated  at  the  beginning  of  this  narration  of  events, 
the  health  of  the  school  during  the  past  twelve  months  has 
been  exceptionally  good.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that, 
owing  to  the  peculiar  character  of  the  weather  during  the 
past  winter,  there  has  been  much  sickness  of  different  kinds, 
not  only  in  this  community,  but  throughout  the  whole  coun- 
try, we  had  comparatively  little  serious  sickness  of  any  kind 
in  our  Institution.  Indeed,  our  pupils  have  been  almost  en- 
tirely free  from  serious  sickness  of  every  kind  during  the 
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year,  and  only  a few  suffered  at  any  time  from  such  slight 
ailments  as  usually  follow  the  changes  of  temperature  and 
the  seasons,  all  of  which  readily  yielded  to  mild  treatment. 
The  only  case  that  gave  us  serious  concern  was  that  of  a 
girl  not  totally  blind,  who  was  called  to  her  home  in  the 
country  early  last  winter  to  assist  in  waiting  on  her  mother, 
who,  it  was  reported,  had  an  attack  of  pneumonia.  Possi- 
bly, as  suggested  by  a physician,  it  was  typhoid-pneumonia. 
After  being  absent  several  weeks  she  returned,  and  about  two 
weeks  later,  she  had  a slight  attack  of  typhoid  fever.  By 
careful  treatment  and  good  nursing,  in  due  time,  she  recov- 
ered, and  resumed  her  place  in  her  classes.  This  is  the  only 
case  of  the  kind  we  have  had  since  we  have  been  in  this  build- 
ing, now  more  than  five  years,  and  we  attribute  the  cause 
of  it  to  the  girl’s  home  surroundings,  rather  than  to  any  in- 
fluence about  the  school.  Altogether,  we  think  the  pupils 
of  our  Institution  have  been  freer  from  such  contagious  dis- 
eases and  other  ailments  as  children  are  subject  to  than 
most  children  outside.  We  have  never  had  a case  of  diph- 
theria, scarlet  fever  or  measles  in  this  building,  for  which 
we  are  profoundly  thankful. 

An  eminent  physician,  who  has  a large  practice  in  our 
neighborhood,  remarked  to  me,  only  a short  time  ago,  that 
he  considered  our  health  record  remarkable. 

MORAL  INSTRUCTION  AND  DISCIPLINE. 

The  management  of  the  Institution  is  strictly  non-sec- 
tarian. The  blind  children  of  parents  of  all  denominations, 
and  also  those  of  parents  who  have  no  church  connection, 
are  admitted.  But  all  our  pupils  attend  devotional  exer- 
cises every  morning  during  the  school  term.  These  con- 
sist of  the  reading  of  carefully  selected  chapters  from  the 
Bible,  sacred  song  and  prayer.  As  many  of  the  pupils 
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go  out  to  Sunday-school  when  the  weather  will  permit, 
from  thirty  to  forty-five  minutes  are  devoted  each  Sunday 
morning  to  a careful  exposition  of  the  International  Sunday- 
School  Lessons;  but,  at  no  time,  do  we  permit  anything  to 
be  said  or  done,  that  would  give  a sectarian  bias  to  the  mind 
of  any  one,  or  that  a sensible  person  of  any  denomination 
could  object  to. 

The  discipline  of  the  school  is  mild,  but  firm.  We  aim 
to  have  a wholesome  moral  influence  exerted  everywhere  in 
the  Institution,  and  we  maintain,  that  all  who  occupy  posi- 
tions that  bring  them  into  close  relation  with  the  pupils, 
should  have  a full  sense  of  moral  responsibility  and  duty. 
They  should  possess  a good  knowledge  of  child  nature,  and 
have  experience  in  methods  of  training.  They  must  be  free 
from  sentimentalism,  and  should  recognize  the  importance  of 
maintaining  a high  standard  of  discipline,  and  strive,  by  pre- 
cept and  example,  to  impress  upon  the  pupils  high  ideas  of 
conduct. 

CHANGES  IN  HOUSEHOLD  OFFICERS. 

At  the  dose  of  the  school  term  last  June,  Miss  Amy  J. 
Loomis,  who  had  filled  the  position  of  girls’  governess  in  the 
Institution  since  the  second  week  of  its  organization,  ten- 
dered her  resignation.  She  had  occupied  a similar  position 
in  the  Indiana  Institution  for  the  Blind  for  upwards  of  ten 
years  before  she  came  to  us,  and  she  had  been  connected 
with  our  Institution  for  nearly  eight  years,  so  she  had  long 
experience  in  the  important  duties  of  caring  for  and  man- 
aging blind  girls.  She  was  devoted  to  her  work,  and  was 
faithful  in  the  discharge  of  every  duty.  Her  services  were  val- 
uable and  appreciated  by  all  connected  with  our  school. 
Her  resignation  was  due  to  the  fact  that  she  felt  it  her  duty 
to  return  to  her  home  and  assist  in  waiting  upon  her  aged 
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mother  who  has  been  an  invalid  for  a number  of  years,  and 
give  her  the  benefit  of  her  companionship. 

Miss  Sarah  H.  McGee,  who  had  formerly  been  a teacher 
of  music  in  the  Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Boston, 
Mass.,  was  appointed  to  fill  the  place. 

Soon  after  the  opening  of  the  present  school  term,  Dr. 
Lawrence  Litchfield,  who  had  been  our  attending  physician 
since  the  school  was  removed  to  this  building,  April,  1894, 
asked  to  be  relieved  from  his  duties  here.  He  was  impelled 
to  make  this  request  on  account  of  his  large  and  growing 
practice,  and  the  duty  he  felt  he  owed  to  his  patients  outside 
of  the  Institution. 

Although  Dr.  Litchfield  gave  his  services  to  the  Institu- 
tion gratuitously,  he  responded  promptly  to  every  call  made 
upon  him,  and  took  a deep  interest  in  everything  pertaining 
to  the  health  of  the  school ; and  we  take  occasion  here  to  ex- 
press our  sincere  thanks  for  the  valuable  services  he  ren- 
dered the  Institution  during  his  connection  with  it. 

Dr.  O.  M.  Edwards,  Jr.,  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacan- 
cy occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Litchfield.  He  has 
shown  an  appreciation  of  the  responsibilities  of  the  position, 
and  has  discharged  his  duties  to  our  entire  satisfaction. 

CONCLUSION. 

I cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing  my  appre- 
ciation of  the  valuable  aid  rendered  by  the  officers  and  teach- 
ers in  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  school,  and  bearing  tes- 
timony to  their  fidelity  and  devotion  in  the  performance  of 
their  several  duties.  All  seemed  imbued  with  an  earnest  de- 
sire to  labor  for  the  success  of  the  Institution. 
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Sincerely  thanking  you,  gentlemen  of  the  Board,  for  the 
ready  help,  counsel  and  encouragement,  which  you  have 
been  pleased  to  give  me  in  the  management  of  the  Institu- 
tion, this  report  is 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  B.  JACOBS, 

Super  intendent. 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

It  is  a pleasant  duty  at  the  close  of  the  year’s  work,  to  formally 
express  our  sincere  thanks  and  obligations  to  our  many  friends,  for 
their  many  tokens  of  kindness  and  proofs  of  good  will  given  us  during 
the  year;  for  the  words  of  encouragement  which  they  have  been  pleased 
to  give  both  officers  and  teachers,  and  for  the  attention  always  shown 
our  pupils,  in  the  Institution  and  elsewhere. 

These  kind  offices  on  the  part  of  our  friends  encourage  us,  influence 
the  whole  school,  and  stimulate  us  to  strive  for  better  things. 

We  desire  especially  to  tender  our  grateful  acknowledgments — 

To  Mr.  H.  L.  Ringwalt,  for  furnishing,  on  several  occasions,  tickets 
of  admission  of  pupils  to  the  Concerts,  by  the  Ringwalt  Choir  Union 
and  Gernert  Orchestra,  at  Carnegie  Music  Hall,  Pittsburgh. 

To  Mr.  A.  H.  Brockett,  for  tickets  of  admission  of  pupils  and  at- 
tendants to  the  Concert  given  by  the  Mozart  Club,  at  Carnegie  Music 
Hall,  Tuesday  evening,  May  17th,  1898. 

To  W.  F.  Robb,  Esq.,  Notary  Public,  for  taking  gratuitously  for 
several  years  the  acknowledgments  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Institution 
to  the  quarterly  reports  sent  to  the  Auditor  General  of  Pennsylvania. 

To  Mr.  Nicholas  Tragesser,  of  McKeesport,  Pa.,  for  a donation  of 
$5.00  in  cash. 

To  Prof.  Eugene  C.  Heffley,  for  giving  his  Annual  Piano  Recital 
by  advanced  pupils  in  our  chapel,  May  27th,  1898,  which  was  greatly  en- 
joyed by  our  older  pupils,  and  of  benefit  to  them. 

To  Mr.  W.  Wade,  of  Oakmont,  Pa.,  for  the  Life  of  Helen  Keller 
and  other  books  in  Braille  print,  presented  to  the  Institution. 

To  Horne,  Normecutt  & Co.,  for  the  use  of  large  flags  at  the  Con- 
cert given  in  the  chapel,  June  21st,  1898. 

To  Prof.  Chas.  Gernert,  for  tickets  to  Concerts  at  Carnegie  Music 
Hall,  Pittsburgh. 

To  the  C.  C.  Mellor  Co.,  for  second-hand  pianos,  donated  for  use 
in  the  tuning  department 

To  Mr.  Peter  Reichenberger,  of  McKeesport,  Pa.,  for  cash  donation 
of  $5.00. 

To  Prof.  Walter  E.  Hall  and  the  pupils  under  his  instruction  (14 
boys),  for  a delightful  entertainment,  consisting  of  vocal  music,  given 
in  our  chapel,  Tuesday  evening,  November  1st,  1898. 

To  Miss  Beulah  Swormstedt,  of  Wilkinsburg,  Pa.,  for  a second- 
hand piano  to  be  used  by  the  girls  in  the  tuning  department. 

To  Miss  Elizabeth  McLaughlin,  of  Unity  Station,  Pa.,  for  a dona- 
tion of  $25.00  in  cash. 

To  Miss  Kate  E.  Courtney,  of  Allegheny,  Pa.,  and  the  ladies  and 
gentlemen  who  assisted  her,  for  a Complimentary  Piano  and  Song  Re- 
cital, given  in  the  Chapel  on  Thursday  evening,  November  29th,  1898, 
which  was  greatly  enjoyed  by  all  present. 

To  H.  K.  Porter,  Esq.,  Dr.  Wm.  S.  Huselton,  Messrs.  W.  C.  Fownes, 
S.  W.  Black,  Willis  L.  King,  R.  J.  McKay,  B.  F.  Weyman,  and  E.  A. 
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Woods,  and  Mrs.  A.  de  C.  Porter  and  Miss  Annie  M.  Hegeman,  wko 
kindly  joined  Mr.  Porter  in  contributions  to  a fund  with  which  to  pur- 
chase tickets  of  admission  for  pupils  and  their  attendants  to  the  Sat- 
urday afternoon  Concerts  of  the  Pittsburgh  Orchestra,  at  Carnegie 
Music  Hall. 

To  Mrs.  Eliza  M.  Kerfoot,  for  a donation  of  a good  second-hand 
cabinet  organ  for  the  use  of  our  pupils. 

To  Mrs.  Mary  Thompson,  of  Sewickley,  Pa.,  for  a donation  of  $20.00 
in  cash. 

To.  Mr.  Wm.  L.  Abbott,  for  a contribution  of  $10.00  to  help  to  make 
a pleasant  Christmas  for  the  pupils  who  remained  with  us  during  the 
Christmas  Holidays. 

To  the  Bellefield  Presbyterian  Sunday  School,  for  a large  quantity 
of  candy  sent  the  pupils,  December  25th,  1898,  and  also  for  the  care  and 
kind  attention  given  the  pupils  while  in  attendance  at  the  Sunday 
School. 

To  Prof.  John  Gernert,  for  tickets  of  admission  to  concerts. 

To  Mr.  H.  K.  Porter,  for  his  kind  remembrance  of  our  pupils  on 
last  Christmas  day,  by  sending  them  a quantity  of  oranges,  nuts  and 
elegant  grapes. 

To  Benjamin  Thaw,  Esq.,  for  tickets  of  admission  to  entertain- 
ments and  other  courtesies  shown  the  management  of  the  Institution. 

To  Mr.  Harry  Mosely  and  Mr.  Harry  Best,  for  a delightful  enter- 
tainment given  the  pupils  with  a graphophone,  Tuesday  evening,  Jan- 
uary 17th  last. 

To  the  editors  and  publishers  of  the  following  periodicals  and  daily 
papers,  which  have  been  gratuitously  sent  to  the  Institution,  and  from 
which  extracts  have  been  selected  daily  and  read  to  the  pupils. 

“The  Pittsburgh  Dispatch,”  “The  Pittsburgh  Leader,”  “The  Presby- 
terian Banner,”  “The  Index  and  Review,”  Kalamazoo,  Mich.;  “The 
United  Presbyterian,”  Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  “The  Colorado  Index,”  printed 
at  the  Colorado  School  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind,  Colorado  Springs, 
and  “The  Western  Pennsylvanian,  published  at  the  Deaf  Mute  Institu- 
tion, Edgewood,  Pa. 

And  to  all  others  who  have  assisted  us  in  any  way,  and  given  evi- 
dence of  good  will  and  interest  in  the  Institution. 

We  are  profoundly  grateful  to  the  several  daily  newspapers  of  the 
city,  for  the  valuable  service  they  have  rendered  us  in  our  work.  They 
have  cheerfully  and  readily  published  many  notices  of  concerts  and 
other  entertainments  at  the  Institution,  free  of  charge,  and  have  given 
valuable  space  in  their  columns  for  numerous  articles,  whereby,  the 
people  of  Western  Pennsylvania  have  been  enabled  to  gather  much 
information  regarding  the  character  and  purposes  of  the  school. 
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The  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind  is 
a school  of  learning,  established  for  the  especial  benefit  of 
the  blind  youth  in  the  western  part  of  the  State.  It  is  in 
no  sense  a home  or  a retreat,  as  many  suppose,  for  aged  or 
infirm  blind  people ; nor  is  it  a hospital  for  the  treatment  of 
diseases  of  the  eye,  but  it  is  strictly  educational  in  all  its  in- 
terests. It  is  the  aim  and  purpose  of  this  Institution  to  give 
the  blind  youth  of  this  section  of  the  State  a liberal  educa- 
tion, and,  in  addition,  give  them  such  training  in  the  art  of 
music  and  instruction  in  industrial  pursuits  as  will  aid  them 
to  become  independent  and  useful  members  of  society. 

The  Institution  is  located  in  one  of  the  most  desirable 
parts  of  the  city  of  Pittsburg.  Indeed,  it  would  be  difficult 
to  select,  in  or  about  this  city,  a more  beautful,  healthful  or 
convenient  site  for  this  school  than  the  grounds  on  which  it 
it  situated.  This  tract  of  land,  comprising  an  area  of  a little 
more  than  five  acres,  is  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Schenley. 
Upon  it,  and  nearly  in  the  center  of  it,  the  managers  have 
erected,  with  funds  donated  by  the  benevolent  people  of 
Pittsburg,  one  of  the  most  substantial  and  best  arranged 
buildings  for  an  institution  of  this  kind  to  be  found  anywhere 
in  this  country.  It  is  light,  airy,  commodious  and  cheerful, 
and  supplied  with  modern  conveniences.  It  overlooks  the 
noted  Schenley  Park,  and  is  only  a few  squares  distant  from 
the  new  Pittsburg  Carnegie  Library.  The  location  of  the 
Institution  affords  the  inmates  the  advantages  and  privileges 
of  a city  life,  with  the  quiet  of  a country  home. 
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The  Institution  fronts  on  Bayard  street,  while  Bellefield 
avenue  extends  the  full  length  of  the  grounds  on  the  east. 
It  can  be  reached  from  almost  any  part  of  the  city  by  electric 
■cars.  Three  different  lines  of  cars — the  Fifth  avenue  line,  the 
Forbes  street,  Bloomfield  and  Negley  avenue  line,  and  the 
Center  avenue  and  East  Liberty  line,  each,  in  a different  di- 
rection from  the  Institution,  pass  within  two  squares  of  it. 

The  Institution  is  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the 
State,  and  pupils  who  are  unable  to  pay  for  their  tuition  or 
contribute  anything  toward  their  support,  are  given  the  full 
benefit  and  privileges  of  the  school  free  of  charge.  All  are 
accorded  the  same  advantages  and  opportunities. 

Pupils  are  admitted  at  any  time  during  the  term,  and 
placed  in  the  classes  and  at  the  work  best  suited  to  their  con- 
dition and  degree  of  mental  development. 

Parents  and  guardians  are  required  to  supply  their  chil- 
dren with  good,  comfortable  clothing  of  sufficient  quantity 
to  admit  of  the  necessary  changes  for  washing  and  mending, 
and  to  defray  their  traveling  and  other  incidental  expenses. 
All  articles  of  clothing  should  be  carefully  marked  with  in- 
delible ink,  before  they  are  sent  to  the  Institution. 

Letters  are  written  once  a month,  or  oftener,  if  neces- 
sary, for  those  who  cannot  write  for  themselves ; and,  in  case 
of  serious  sickness  cf  a pupil,  the  parents  or  guardian ' will 
be  informed  of  the  fact  immediately,  by  letter  or  telegram. 
It  is  the  desire  of  the  management  that  the  parents  and 
friends  of  the  pupils  shall  be  kept  well  informed  as  to  their 
condition  and  progress. 

Letters  and  packages  for  the  pupils  should  have  written 
on  them,  besides  the  name  of  the  pupil  addressed,  the  words, 
Institution  for  the  Blind , Bellefield  avenue , Pittsburg,  Pa., 
to  insure  prompt  delivery. 
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The  use  of  tobacco  in  any  form  is  strictly  forbidden,  and 
no  one  using  it,  and  no  one  of  confirmed  immoral  habits,  will 
be  received  into  the  Institution. 

A parent  or  guardian,  who  is  contemplating  the  placing 
of  a blind  child  in  this  Institution,  should  at  once  open  com- 
munication relative  thereto  with  the  Superintendent. 

Blank  forms  of  application  for  admission  will  be  fur- 
nished at  any  time  by  the  Superintendent,  and  no  pupil  will 
be  admitted  to  the  school  until  such  application  has  been  re- 
turned with  the  questions  which  it  contains  satisfactorily 
answered,  and  it  has  been  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors. 

Information  concerning  the  character  and  purpose  of 
the  Institution,  and  of  the  work  being  done,  will  be  cheer- 
fully given;  and  all  inquiries  about  the  steps  to  be  taken  to 
procure  the  admission  of  pupils,  or  the  management  of  the 
school,  will  be  promptly  answered,  by  addressing  the  un- 
dersigned. t 

H.  B.  JACOBS, 

Superintendent. 


Catalogue  of  §ttf>ils. 

IN  ATTENDANCE  THIS  YEAR. 


BOYS 


No. 

Name. 

When  Admitted. 

Residence. 

i. 

Samuel  W.  Anderson, 

Jan.  19,  1891, 

Braddock,  Pa. 

2. 

Walter  Ryan  Taylor, 

Nov.  27,  1891, 

Claremont,  Pa. 

3- 

George  Heck, 

Sept.  15,  1892, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

4- 

George  E.  Trapp, 

Oct.  3,  1892, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

5- 

George  Smith  Colvin, 

Jan.  3,  1893, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

6. 

Edward  Valentine  Minch, 

Oct.  24,  1893, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

7- 

Albert  Standley  Miller, 

Oct.  26,  1893, 

Glade,  Pa. 

8. 

Timothy  McCue, 

Dec.  14,  1893, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

9- 

Charles  O.  McLaughlin, 

April  30,  1894, 

Unity,  Pa. 

IO. 

William  F.  McNally, 

May  1,  1894, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

ii. 

Joseph  Palmer, 

Sept.  5,  1894, 

Manito  P.  O.,  Pa. 

12. 

John  H.  Dolan, 

Sept.  27,  1894, 

Sheffield,  Pa. 

13- 

Orlando  Young, 

Feb.  1,  1895, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

14. 

Samuel  Earl  Kephart, 

March  4.  1895, 

Connellsville,  Pa. 

IS- 

James  Coyle, 

June  1,  1895, 

Homestead,  Pa. 

16. 

Ernest  Geo.  Scott, 

June  3,  1895, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

i7- 

Chas.  A.  Grimes, 

June  4,  1895, 

Taylorstown.  Pa. 

18. 

Harry  R.  Barrows, 

June  6,  1895, 

Washington,  Pa. 

19- 

Chas.  Homer  Gibson, 

Sept.  12,  1895, 

Harrisville,  Pa. 

20. 

Harold  Guy  Nickeson, 

May  18,  1896, 

Washington,  Pa. 

21. 

Fred  Ether, 

May  21,  1896, 

Sharon,  Pa. 

22. 

Earl  C.  Houk, 

June  15,  1896, 

New  Brighton,  Pa. 

23- 

Merrel  Doyle, 

Sept.  2,  1896, 

Wheatland,  Pa. 

24. 

J.  Donald  McLean, 

Sept.  22,  1896, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

25- 

Francis  Payne, 

Oct.  21,  1896, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

26. 

Orrin  Werner  Locke, 

Oct.  21,  1896, 

Bayne  P.  O.,  Pa. 

27- 

Louis  Liddell, 

Nov.  2,  1896, 

Beaver  Fall*,  Pa. 

28. 

Samuel  Geo.  Rowe, 

Feb.  4,  I897, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

29. 

Edward  R.  Brown, 

May  26,  1897, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

30- 

Geo.  J.  Reichenberger, 

May  27,  1897, 

McKeesport,  Pa. 
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3i- 

Francis  E.  Connelly, 

Sept.  8,  1897, 

Homestead,  Pa. 

3*- 

Cyrus  Barnes, 

Sept.  8,  1897, 

Leetsdale,  Pa. 

33- 

James  S.  Wardman, 

Sept.  9,  1897, 

Hazeldell,  Pa. 

34- 

Oscar  Gibson, 

Sept.  15,  1897, 

Harrisville,  Pa. 

35- 

Robert  C,  Davidson, 

Nov.  1,  1897, 

McDonald,  Pa. 

3«- 

Joseph  Ambrose, 

Feb.  26,  1898, 

Federal,  Pa. 

37- 

Albert  O.  Buechler, 

April  20,  1898, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

3» 

John  F.  Motheral, 

May  3,  1898, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

39- 

Edward  Junkins, 

Sept.  10,  1898, 

Seward,  Pa. 

40. 

Charles  D.  Alter, 

Sept.  12,  1898, 

Wilmerding,  Pa. 

4i- 

Ashley  B.  Daughenbaugh, 

Sept.  15,  1898, 

Kylertown,  Pa, 

42- 

Ernest  Crawshaw, 

Nov.  10,  1898, 

Charleroi,  Pa. 

43- 

Frank  A.  Shook, 

Nov.  21,  1898, 

Glenshaw,  Pa. 

44. 

Stephen  Huff, 

Dec.  1,  1898, 

Kane,  Pa. 

45- 

Theodore  Romack, 

Jan.  4,  1899, 

Evans  City,  Pa. 

46. 

Robert  Male, 

Jan.  23,  1899, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

47- 

Grant  Crosley, 

Mar.  31,  1899, 

Shamokin,  Pa. 

48- 

Joseph  Kestler, 

April  24,  1899, 

Seward,  Pa. 

GIRLS. 

No. 

Name. 

When  Admitted. 

Residence. 

1. 

Maud  S.  Hays, 

October  15,  1890, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

2. 

Emma  H.  Cravan, 

Oct.  16,  1890, 

DufPs  P.  O.,  Pa. 

3- 

Amanda  B.  D.  Bay, 

Nov.  11,  1890, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

4- 

Jean  Cowan, 

Dec.  4,  1890, 

Anita,  Pa. 

5- 

Mary  A.  Nichols, 

April  30,  1891, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

6. 

Ethel  E.  Crooks, 

April  28,  1892, 

Kendall  Creek, Pa.. 

7- 

Eliza  Johnson, 

Feb.  27,  1893, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

8. 

Mary  Etta  Rebok, 

April  25,  1893, 

Newburg,  Pa. 

9- 

Olive  Gibson, 

Oct.  20,  1893, 

Harrisville,  Pa. 

10. 

Agnes  May  Gilner, 

Oct.  20,  1893, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

11. 

Bertha  May  Johnson, 

Oct.  23,  1893, 

Jeannette,  Pa. 

12. 

Katie  Burke, 

Dec.  7,  1893, 

Altoona,  Pa. 

13- 

Nettie  E.  Barnes, 

April  30,  1894, 

Primrose,  Pa. 

14 

Eliza  J.  Black, 

June  4,  1894, 

Sharpsburg,  Pa. 

iS- 

Jane  Anna  Ferry, 

Sept.  5,  1894, 

Larimer  Stat’n,Pa. 

16. 

Jennie  S.  Snyder, 

Sept.  5,  1894, 

Apollo,  Pa. 
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17.  Dessie  Markland, 

Sept.  5,  1894, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

18.  Lulu  Florence  Trainer 

Oct.  18,  1894, 

Piolett,  Pa. 

19.  Martha  Bates, 

June  3,  1895, 

Sharpsburg,  Pa. 

20.  Mary  Grace  Knap, 

Sept.  4,  1885, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

21.  Edith  McC.  Smith, 

Nov.  4,  1895, 

Paulton,  Pa. 

22.  Rebecca  M.  Loyd, 

Dec.  to,  1895, 

Sharon,  Pa. 

23.  Margaret  O.  Castor, 

Feb.  24,  1896, 

West  Liberty,  Pa., 

24.  Hazel  Keefer, 

May  2,  1896, 

Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 

25.  Pearl  Keefer, 

May  2,  1896, 

Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 

26.  Mary  C.  Hays, 

May  28,  1896, 

Indiana,  Pa. 

27.  Mary  Levy, 

Sept.  14,  1896, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

28.  Harriet  P.  Slattery, 

Sept.  22,  1896, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

29.  Kathleen  A.  Tragesser, 

April  20,  1897, 

McKeesport,  Pa. 

30.  Viola  Edna  Suter, 

May  11,  1897, 

Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa, 

31.  Bessie  V.  Robertson, 

June  1,  1897, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

32.  Katie  Sleigh, 

June  8,  1897, 

Sharpsburg,  Pa. 

33.  Katherine  Recktenwald, 

June  14,  1897, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

34.  Florence  McHenry, 

Sept.  21,  1897, 

Homestead,  Pa. 

35.  Elsie  May  Vath, 

Oct.  8,  1897, 

Sandy  Lake,  Pa. 

36.  Margaretta  M.  Wolff, 

Nov.  1,  1897, 

Cariick  P.  O.,  Pa. 

37.  Margaret  Shipley, 

Nov.  13,  1897, 

W.  Brownsville,  Pa. 

38.  Estella  Muller, 

Jan.  3,  1898, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

39.  Ethel  Florence  Boyer, 

Jan.  13,  1898, 

Harmony,  Pa. 

40.  Martha  Hecht, 

April  30,  1898, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

41.  Marguerite  Agnue, 

Sept.  8,  1898, 

Sewickley,  Pa. 

42.  Maggie  Winklevoss, 

Sept.  27,  1898, 

Duquesne,  Pa. 

43.  Alice  Adkins, 

Sept.  30,  1898, 

Granville,  Ohio. 

44.  Bertha  Ubry, 

Nov.  26,  1898, 

Brush  Creek,  Pa,. 

45.  Josephine  Brener, 

Apr.  24,  1889, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

Qii=giiwx 

FOR  THB 

WESTERN  PENNSLYLVANIA  INSTITUTION  FOR 
THE  BLIND. 

Made  and  adopted  by  the  members  of  the  Corporation, 
at  a general  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  and  held,  March 
17th,  1887,  with  such  amendments  as  have  been  made  at 
various  meetings  of  the  Corporation,  including  the  annual 
meeting  held  May  14th,  1888,  and  at  the  Directors’  meetings. 

BUSINESS. 

1.  The  business  of  this  Corporation  shall  be  managed 
and  conducted  by  a President,  two  Vice-Presidents,  a Board 
of  Directors,  a Clerk  or  Secretary,  a Treasurer,  and  such 
other  Officers,  Agents  and  Committees  as  may  be  appointed 
from  time  to  time  by  the  Directors. 

DIRECTORS. 

2.  The  Directors  shall  be  chosen  annually  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  hold  their  offices  until 
others  are  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead. 

The  Directors  shall  be  divided  into  three  classes,  and 
three  of  them  shall  be  elected  for  a term  of  one  year,  three 
for  a term  of  two  years,  and  three  for  a term  of  three  years, 
respectively;  and,  at  all  ensuing  elections  of  said  Corporation, 
the  Corporators  shall  only  elect  the  number  of  Directors 
necessary  to  take  the  places  of  those  whose  term  of  office 
shall  then  expire,  and  such  Directors  shall  then  be  chosen 
for  a term  of  three  years. 
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ANNUAL  MEETING 

3.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  for  the 
election  of  Directors  and  the  transaction  of  other  business, 
shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  in  each  year  suc- 
ceeding the  present,  in  the  City  of  Pittsburg.  Special  meet- 
ings of  the  members  of  the  Corporation  may  be  called  by  the 
Directors  when  necessary.  Notice  of  all  annual  meetings 
shall  be  published  in  one  newspaper,  in  the  City  of  Pittsburg, 
at  least  five  days  prior  to  any  such  meeting. 

SECRETARY. 

4.  The  Clerk  or  Secretary  shall  record  all  the  votes 
of  the  Corporation,  and  the  minutes  of  all  meetings  of  the 
Incorporators,  and,  also,  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  in  a book 
kept  for  that  purpose. 


TREASURER. 

5.  The  Treasurer  shall  give  bond  in  the  sum  of  $5,000, 
with  such  securities  as  the  Directors  may  require,  for  the 
faithful  discharge  of  his  duties ; and  he  shall  keep  the  moneys 
of  the  Corporation  in  a separate  account,  and  shall  report 
to  the  Directors  whenever  required,  and  pay  all  warrants 
drawn  by  the  Executive  Committee. 

PRESIDENT. 

6.  The  President,  or  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  shall 
preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Directors  and  at  meetings  of 
the  members  of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  have  and  exercise 
all  the  powers  which  ordinarily  belong  to  the  presiding  of- 
ficer of  representative  bodies. 
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QUORUM. 

7.  A majority  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation,  who 
are  present  at  any  regularly  called  meeting,  shall  be  com- 
petent to  transact  business.  Members  may  attend  in  person 
or  by  proxy. 

POWER  OF  DIRECTORS. 

8.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  fill  all  vacancies 
which  may  happen  by  death,  resignation  or  otherwise. 

9.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  make  and  enforce 
all  such  rules  and  orders  as  they  may  deem  reasonable  or 
necessary  for  the  management  of  the  affairs  and  business  of 
the  Corporation,  and  for  the  government  of  its  agents  and 
employes. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

10.  In  addition  to  the  Corporators  named  in  the  Char- 
ter, members  may  be  admitted  by  the  Corporators,  upon  the 
following  terms : Contributors  of  sums  of  money  or  other 
property  to  the  value  of  $500,  may  be  elected  to  life  member- 
ship; and  annual  contributors  of  not  less  than  $50  may  be 
elected  to  membership,  but,  in  the  latter  case,  such  member- 
ship shall  terminate  upon  default  of  such  annual  contribu- 
tion. All  members  of  the  Corporation  shall  during  the  pe- 
riod of  their  membership  be  entitled  to  vote  at  all  general 
meetings  of  the  Corporators. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

11.  The  President  shall,  at  the  organization  of  the 
Board  each  year,  appoint  an  Executive  Committee  consisting 
of  three  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  who  shall  exam- 
ine and  approve  all  bills,  and  when  found  in  order,  issue 
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warrants  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  the  same. 
All  bills  must  be  approved  by  the  Executive  Committee,  and 
every  warrant  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  must  be  countersigned 
by  the  Chairman  of  that  Committee. 

12.  The  President  shall  appoint  an  Auditing  Commit- 
tee of  three  members,  who  shall  annually  audit  the  accounts 
of  the  Secretary,  Treasurer,  or  other  officers,  and  make  re- 
port thereof  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  also  to  the  Cor- 
porators. 

AMENDMENTS. 

13.  These  By-Laws  may  be  altered  or  amended  by  a 
two-thirds  vote  of  those  present,  at  any  regular  meeting  of 
the  Directors,  provided  due  notice  has  been  given  at  a previ- 
ous meeting,  and  not  otherwise. 

14.  At  the  reorganization  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
each  year,  the  President  shall  divide  the  members  into  com- 
mittees of  two  members  each,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  in 
course,  month  by  month,  as  individually  appointed,  to  spend 
a part  of  one  day  at  the  Institution,  inspect  the  buildings, 
visit,  the  class  rooms,  consult  with  the  Superintendent  as  to 
the  interests  of  the  school,  and  report  to  the  Board  at  its  next 
monthly  meeting. 
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